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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our s77hadows 

78888888888888would have blown 

loose!)  A few showers fell on 

Tuesday and Wednesday, but not 

enough to drown you if you looked 

up. 
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The March BOD meeting will be 
held at River Center - Bicentennial 
Commons MetroPark, 120 South 

Carmody Blvd. in Middletown, OH, 
at 7pm, Wednesday, March 8.  

Members and guests are welcome 
to attend. 

 

 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
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Letter from the President  

Talk about mixed metaphors – March can’t make up 

its mind whether to come in like a lion or a sealion.  

So far, we’ve had record high temperatures, 3” 

rains, tornadoes, and cold spells.  At least Ohioans 

don’t need to worry about boredom.  We’re still two 

weeks away from spring but try telling that to the 

daffodils. 

Once more the Friends of MPX have outlasted our 

MPX liaison.  Chad Smith has replaced Katy Ely as 

our point of contact with MetroPark.  Thanks, Katy, 

for putting up with us for the past year. 

During our first meeting with Chad we were 

informed of several changes in program from last 

year.  Most significant to us, there will no longer be 

Hump Day concerts.  MPX has found that 

dwindling audiences and increasing expenses no 

longer justify this activity.  Chad told us that MPX 

has to pay over $30,000 license fees per year for the 

music played during the concerts or over the PA 

system during sporting events.  I’m not sure why 

MPX should have to pay such fees instead of the 

bands, but that was what we were told.  Needless to 

say, we will no longer be able to use Split-the-Pot 

as a fund raising method. 

MPX has farmed out catering to an outside group, 

which means that FoMPBC will no longer be able 

to use Tip Jars as a source of funding.  Other 

favorite events that have been cancelled are the 

Cardboard Regatta and Brilliant Bebb.  It may just 

be a coincidence that none of the events for people 

from outside Butler County, like soccer 

tournaments, are being cancelled.  Perhaps MPX 

has forgotten that their constituency is the citizens 

of Butler County. 

See you in the parks, 

Bill Walker  

 

Board Members Needed 

As we near the end of the fiscal year we approach 

nomination season.  The Friends of MetroPark of 

Butler County need to add new members to the 

Board of Directors.  We would like to add at least 

four new directors, if possible.  If interested, please 

email Bill Walker at bug_jock@yahoo.com 

Dues are Due 

It’s that time of year again.  Please either log on to 

fompbc.org/donate or complete the form 

attached to this newsletter and send your 

check to the address shown. 

FoMPBC Annual Meeting 

Scheduled for April 12 

Be sure to mark your calendar for our annual 

meeting at the River Center in Middletown at 7pm, 

April 12th.  Refreshments will be served instead of a 

meal as in previous years.  Admission is free.   

Jason Brownknight, Executive Director of the Little 

Miami Conservancy, will be keynote speaker.  

Members and guests are welcome to attend. 
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Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

  
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

2 easy ways to join, either log on to fompbc.org/donate or 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


