
The Voice of the Turtle, March, 2020 

 

 

 

1 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our s77hadows 

78888888888888would have blown 

loose!)  A few showers fell on 

Tuesday and Wednesday, but not 

enough to drown you if you looked 

up. 
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March Board Meeting 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

7 PM, March 11 

River Center 

100 S Carmody Blvd, Middletown, OH 45044 

 

Save the Date 
Friends of MetroParks Butler County will be having its 

2020 Annual Meeting on Wednesday, April 8, 2020, 6 pm.  

We will host this event at the Voice of America MetroPark, 

Ronald Reagan Lodge -- Trophy Room, 7850 VOA Park 

Drive, West Chester, Ohio 45069. 

 

Brett Beatty, Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 

will present; “Coyotes: Their Expanding Range in Ohio”. 

Dinner will be provided. 

To make a reservation please see the annual meeting 

invitation in the March and /or April issue of the Voice. 

Or, call 513.593.2735, or email kochtrees@gmail.com. 
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Letter from the President  

Time flies when you’re having fun.  This weekend 

we return to daylight saving time.  (As a Native 

American chief once said, “Only a European would 

believe that you can make a blanket bigger by 

cutting a foot off the bottom and sewing it back 

onto the top:”  Logic notwithstanding, enjoy the 

extra hour of sleep Saturday since we’ll lose it on 

Sunday.  

Despite March winds and temperature swings 

spring is almost here.  Salamanders have already 

left their winter hibernation for vernal pools.  

Sounds like a good time to visit our MetroParks. 

See you in the parks! 

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Show and Tell on the Farm 

 

Come out and enjoy spring on the farm with Show 

and Tell on the Farm at Chrisholm MetroPark. 

Topics this month include:  Mini Gardens, ABC’s 

of Farm Life, Ohio Feeds the World, Luck of a 4-

leaf Clover, Nesting Wreaths, We are Rockin’, 

Let’s Help the Little Red Hen, Dogs on the Farm, 

Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 10:00-

11:00am and Sunday’s from 2:00-4:00pm  

Starting April 2nd Show and Tell on the Farm will 

be 6:30-7:30pm on Thursdays.   

 

Spring Amphibians with Jeff Davis 

 

Jeff Davis is one of Ohio's most well-known 

herpetologists. Wear your muck boots and join him 

in the search for amphibians. Salamander Run 

Preserve is generally closed to the public, so reserve 

your spot for a special experience! Off-trail and 

unpaved routes will be used, so be prepared for an 

adventure.  

Pre-Registration is required by 3/6/2020. Space is 

limited.  

Rain date of 3/21/2020.  

Saturday. March 7, 9:30-11:30 AM 

Salamander Run Preserve - 4821 Layhigh Road, 

Hamilton, OH 45013 
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Let’s Go Hiking! Scavenger Hunt 

 

Let's go on a hunt--a scavenger hunt! Use clues to 
find your away around Huffman Park and 
explore what the park has to offer. Join in to 
discover a fun time! Please dress warmly.  

FREE and open to all ages. Meet at Shelter A. 
Registration is requested by calling 
513.867.5348. Walk-ups are welcome!  

Saturday. March 21, 10:30 AM-12:00 PM 

Huffman Park - 2100 John Gray Road Fairfield 
Ohio 45014 

Things that Flutter Series: Rookeries  

 

Rookeries are so important, but why? Join us at 
the beautiful Gilmore Ponds MetroPark for an 
unfor-egg-able birding experience. Participate in 
a hike around the ponds to view the nesting 

colonies where young are raised, and observe 
the waterfowl species that call this area home. 
Come out to Gilmore and have a blast! Hon-nest!  

Saturday. March 28, 8:00-9:30 AM 
Gilmore MetroPark Bilstein Boulevard Natural 
Area - 8300 Bilstein Boulevard, Hamilton OH 
45015 

Wild about Spring Wildflowers 

 

Get some fresh air with us as we search for signs 
of spring! We’ll be exploring part of Rentschler 
Forest MetroPark looking for spring wildflowers 
such as Trout Lily! Did you know the name 
comes from the mottled pattern found on the 
leaves? FREE!  

Saturday. March 28, 10:30 AM-12:00 PM 
Rentschler Forest MetroPark – Riverview Shelter 
5701 Reigart Road, Hamilton, OH 45011 

Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # TM866 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 
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How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity

RewardsNow  

Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for 

FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus 

Card. 

 

Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

https://smile.amazon.com.  You will find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to FOMPBC. 

Farm Animal Fund 

Chrisholm Farmstead MetroPark is almost ready to 

begin adding livestock to the new pens.  Because 

MPX can only make purchases from pre-approved 

vendors, this red tape makes it difficult to buy 

animals from individual farmers.  Our status as a 

501C3 tax-exempt non-profit group makes it 

possible to streamline livestock purchases for 

Chrisholm.  We have set aside a special account for 

such purchases.  Please send your tax-free donation 

to:  Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 PO Box 691, Hamilton, OH 45012 

Please make sure to make a note on the memo line 

of your check “Chrisholm Animal Fund” to make 

sure your donation helps populate the new 

FarmScape. 

Spread the Buzz on BioBlitz!  

By Stephanie McCabe, Interpretive Naturalist 

Have you ever taken part in a BioBlitz?  Ever heard 

that word before?  BioBlitz programs have been 

taking place for over two decades, but still not many 

people know what they are, let alone participated in 

them. 

A BioBlitz is a citizen science program with a focus 

on finding, identifying, and recording as many 

wildlife species as possible.  It is also known as a 

biological inventory.  In 1997, the Carnegie 

Museum of Natural History conducted a BioBlitz at 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania's Riverview Park. This 

BioBlitz was the first to invite community members 

to observe the scientists conducting the inventory. 

Since then, almost all BioBlitz events have involved 

the public [1]. 

If you’ve ever wanted to be a scientist, even if only 

for a day, here’s your chance!  Join MetroParks on 

May 30th, 2020 from 9:00am to 12:00pm at Forest 

Run MetroPark – Wildlife Preserve Area.  The data 

collected during the BioBlitz will go towards the 

conservation efforts of MetroParks.  Join in with 

staff and volunteer leaders on the search for wildlife 

in the parks! 

If you have a smartphone, feel free to bring it and 

have the “iNaturalist” app pre-downloaded.  This is 

a useful tool in identifying species, as well as 

cataloging the findings of the day in one place.  

Otherwise, we will have resources available for all 

participants. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://smile.amazon.com/
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References:  

[1]https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/bioblitz/ 

Fishing in MetroParks by Lucas Young 

With spring just around the corner, you may or may 

not know about the wonderful opportunities there 

are for fishing within MetroParks of Butler County. 

For those looking to fish once the weather warms, 

look no further than Governor Bebb MetroPark, 

Indian Creek MetroPark, Rentschler Forest 

MetroPark, Voice of America MetroPark, Elk Creek 

MetroPark, or Forest Run MetroPark to get hooked!  

For those looking to do some fishing in local creeks 

you'll want to make your way over to Governor 

Bebb MetroPark, Four Mile Creek MetroPark - 

Sycamore Bluffs, Indian Creek MetroPark, or the 

Sebald area of Elk Creek MetroPark. 

Anyone wanting to sit down and relax for a while 

next to a lake or pond will want to seek out Voice of 

America MetroPark, the Meadow Ridge area of Elk 

Creek MetroPark, and Forest Run MetroPark. 

Here in MetroParks of Butler County we have a 

wonderful fishing opportunity at Rentschler Forest 

MetroPark. There is about a half-mile frontage 

along the Great Miami River. The river offers 

excellent fishing opportunities for anyone looking 

to throw a line in. 

Within these wonderful parks you are likely to catch 

a number of different species of fish native to our 

local habitats: Largemouth Bass, Bluegill, 

Smallmouth Bass, Channel Catfish, and Rock Bass 

are all there and just waiting for you to throw your 

bait in the water! That being said, certain species 

tend to live in certain environments. Smallmouth 

and Rock Bass tend to stick to creeks and streams, 

while the rest tend to live in calmer waters like 

lakes and ponds. 

As someone who has fished all of these areas, I 

would highly recommend sticking to very light 

tackle. The fish in the parks are a product of their 

environment, and since most of the ponds and 

creeks are quite small, the fish tend to be on the 

smaller side as well. The largest fish you are likely 

to catch will be around 4 or 5 pounds.  

Before grabbing a pole and heading out to catch the 

big one, make sure that you have your State of Ohio 

fishing license on hand, it is required for all 

locations except for Voice of America MetroPark, 

where a MetroParks fishing permit is required. 

Speaking of Voice of America, if you are someone 

who is new to the hobby, it’s a great place to start. 

With watercraft and fishing pole rentals, as well as 

live bait for sale it’s a great way to dip your toes in 

the water without spending too much money. 

I encourage everyone to get out there and go fishing 

this spring! It’s a great hobby to pick up and can be 

a great way to relax after a long days’ worth of 

work. 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/bioblitz/
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SAVE THE DATE: 

The Friends of MetroParks of Butler County is 

holding its Annual Meeting on Wednesday, April 8, 

2020 at Voice of America MetroParks, Ronald 

Reagan Lodge-Trophy Room, 7850 VOA Park 

Drive, West Chester, Ohio 45069.  

The Meet and Greet begins at 6:00pm with dinner at 

6:30 consisting of Mango Chicken, Pecan Rice, 

Roasted Vegetables, Rolls, and Tossed Salad. 

Homemade desserts will be provided by the Friends 

of MetroParks board members. The program will 

begin at 7:15 after a short business meeting. Mr. 

Brett Beatty, Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources, Wildlife Management Supervisor, will 

present; “Coyotes: Their expanding Range in 

Ohio”.   

Reservations are required for the dinner. The cost is 

$20, $5 for children under 12, payable at the door. 

To RSVP call 513-593-2735, or email 

kochtrees@gmail.com. Please specify the number 

attending and if there are any special dietary needs. 

The deadline for reservations is April 1, 2020. 

 

 

Critter Corner 

 

A wonderful bird is the pelican, 

His bill will hold more than his belican 

He can take in his beak 

Food enough for a week 

But I’m damned if I see how the helican. 

Dixon Lanier Merritt 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

  
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


