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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our shadows 

would have blown loose!)  A few 

showers fell on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, but not enough to 

drown you if you looked up. 

  

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County Monthly Newsletter 

April, 2019 

, 2016 FOMPBC Officers 

President: 

Bill Walker 

Vice-President,  

Nick Lengyel 

Secretary: 

Robin James 

Treasurer: 

Larry Gersbach 

Nominating Chair: 

Roger Koch 

Publicity Chair: 

Bill Walker 

Outreach Chair: 

Michel Price 

Finance Chair: 

Richard Burgstrom 

Grants & Fund Raiser Chair 

Robin James 

Membership Chair: 

Nick Lengyel 

Events Chair 

Carri Mosier 

Web Master: 

Craig Wiseman 

Newsletter Editor: 

Bill Walker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Annual Meeting! 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Wednesday, April 10, 2019 

River Center MetroPark 

120 South Carmody Blvd. 

Middletown, OH 45044 

6:30-9:00 PM 
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Letter from the President  

 

Charles Donald (Don) Eberwine, age 81 of Ross, 

Ohio formerly of Hanover Township, passed away 

on Tuesday March 12, 2019.   He was born at home 

in Keene Township near Coshocton, OH on July 4, 

1937, the son of the late Fred and Laura (Garber) 

Eberwine.  He was married to Marcella K. Huprich 

on July 16, 1961, she preceded him in death on 

April 16, 2007.  He later met the second love of his 

life and was married to Emily Belle Young on 

January 2nd, 2010, who survives. He is a graduate 

of Keene High School, Keene, OH; The Ohio State 

University [B.S. Agriculture Education] and Miami 

University [M.Ed. in Educational 

Administration].  Additionally, he studied at Kent 

State University, University of Cincinnati and 

Xavier University where he received his Ohio 

Superintendent Certification. He also served in the 

U.S. Army. A lifelong educator, he initially taught 

Vocational Agriculture and served as the school 

chapter FFA Advisor at Miami Trace H.S 1964-68 

(Washington C. H., OH), Rutherford B. Hayes H.S. 

1968-69 (Delaware, OH), and Talawanda H.S. 

1969-71 (Oxford, OH).  In 1971, he joined the 

Great Oaks School District at its inception helping 

establish vocational agriculture programs at its 

various branch campuses.  In 1975, he joined the 

Butler County Vocational School District as the 

Director of Adult Education and was instrumental 

in establishing the Adult Education program at D. 

Russell Lee Vocational School (now Butler 

Tech).  In this position, he led year-round learning 

opportunities for the residents of Butler County and 

worked with area employers in providing job 

training. He was a motivated and talented individual 

and had a number of pursuits he enjoyed. He was a 

long-time member of the Oxford Farm Market 

where he sold a wide variety of fruits and 

vegetables from his garden; he worked as a security 

guard at the Cincinnati Reds and Bengals games 

where he provided security for the Ben-Gal 

Cheerleaders; he worked 15 years at the Ohio State 

University Butler County Extension Office, where 

many knew him for his weekly horticulture articles 

in local papers, and he started the Butler County 

Master Gardeners program (where he eventually 

met Emily) and he remained an active member as 

well as with the Village and Farm Garden Club. He 

was additionally a tax advisor at H & R Block for 

nearly 20 years. He was a Past President/Life 

member of the Ohio Vocational Association with a 

Distinguished Service Award.  He was a member of 

the Ohio Farm Bureau, Darrtown Livestock 

Protective Association, Alpha Gamma Sigma 

Fraternity, Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, the Butler 

County and Morgan Township Historical Societies 

and a lifetime member of the Talawanda Chapter of 

FFA Alumni.  He was currently serving on the 

boards of the Southwest Regional Water District 

where he served on the Board of Trustees since 

1996 and Friends of Butler County Metro 

Parks.  He was a past member of the boards for the 

Hamilton Area Red Cross, Butler County 

Republican Central Committee and the Selective 

Service System.  He was a member and past trustee 

of the Oxford United Methodist Church where he 

also enjoyed serving as an usher. He also attended 

the Venice Presbyterian Church in Ross. He was a 

devoted fan of Ohio State football (O-H-I-O), 

attending most home games for several decades. He 

was a loving husband, father, and grandfather, and 

had a passion for excellence in everything that he 

did. He is survived by his wife and her three 

children: Greg (Kim) Young of Ross, OH; Dan 
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(Gayla) Young of Ross, OH; Becky (Pete) Berling 

of Fairfield, OH; and grandchildren Joseph, Kyle, 

Steven, and Christopher Young, Jennifer Garcia and 

Brian, Brent and Marcus Guenther and six great-

grandchildren. He is also survived by his four 

children: Dr. Julia (Robert Molloy) Eberwine of 

Mason; CAPT Scott (Melissa) Eberwine of Oxford, 

OH; Stephanie (Greg) Bass of Greenville, SC; and 

Dr. Stephen (Amy) Eberwine of Indianapolis, IN; 

grandchildren, Emily (Shaun) Johannes, Gregory, 

Elizabeth, Elena, Hope and Gracelyn Eberwine, and 

Victoria and Jackson Bass; three step-

grandchildren, Madeline, Julia and Emma Wilson; 

one sister, Marilyn Wyler of Fresno, OH; and two 

brothers, James (Mildred) of Normal, IL and Paul of 

Mount Vernon, OH plus numerous nieces and 

nephews.  A brother Bob and sister Ruth preceded 

him in death.  

Don was a valuable member of the FOMPBC board 

of directors.  He will be greatly missed.  Please join 

me in offering our condolences to Don’s family.   

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC 

Upcoming Events 
Show and Tell on the Farm 

Come out and enjoy Show and Tell on the Farm at 

Chrisholm MetroPark. Topics this month include:    

Little Red Hen, Wee Little Ones, Tea Delight, 

Rabbit Roundup, Earth Day is Every Day, Tree-

riffic, ABC’s of Farm Life, May Day 

Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 6:30-7:30pm 

and Sunday’s from 2:00-4:00pm 

 

Spring Blossoms: Trees 

Spring is here!!!! Wake up and smell the air! Join 

the MetroParks for a relaxing Hike on our new 

paved trail at the Forest Run Welcome Center 

where we will learn how to identify trees in spring.    

FREE and open to all ages.  

Saturday.  April 6, 10:00 AM-11:30AM 

Forest Run Welcome Center-Timberman Ridge 

Shelter-1976 Timberman Rd, Hamilton, Ohio 

45013 

Egg Orienteering. 

 

Join orienteering Cincinnati, 
Inc(http://Ocin.corg) to learn this fun sport.  
Start times are available from noon-2:00pm 
with course from beginner through advanced 
difficulty being offered.  

The Beginner’s course will have baskets for 
plastic eggs at each checkpoint.  Children 
collect the eggs and exchange them for candy 

http://ocin.corg/
http://ocin.corg/


 The Voice of the Turtle, April, 2019 

 

 

 

4 

and toys at the finish.  Adults may accompany 
young children on the egg course at no 
additional charge.   

A MetroParks of Butler County vehicle permit is 
requires and will be available at the event.  

Saturday. April 6th, 12:00-2:00 PM 
Voice of America Park- Overlook parking lot-

7850 VOA Park Dr, West Chester, OH 

Flashlight Egg Hunt! 

 

When the park is dark, your flashlight will be your 

guide! Bring your own flashlight and join in the 

fun! Egg cartons will be provided for collecting. All 

participants will hunt for one dozen eggs to turn in 

for a goodie bag. Check-in opens at 8:00 p.m. Crafts 

will be provided in between hunt times. 

This Flashlight Hunt will take place on the trail. 

Participants will be able to look for their dozen eggs 

while walking along the path led by a guide. 

Registration required by 4/10/19 

8:30 p.m. - 3- to 5-year-old hunt  

8:45 p.m. - 6- to 8-year-old hunt,  

9:00 p.m. - 9- to 12-year-old hunt  

9:15 p.m. - Family Hunt (if you have multiple aged 

children that want to participate together) 

Friday. April 12, 8:00-10:00 PM 

Forest Run Metropark - Back Parking Lot - 1810 

Hamilton-New London Rd. 

Photo Walk-tips for composing a Great 

Photograph 

 

Start the morning with a short presentation on 

compositional tools in the Welcome Center. Then 

we’ll go outside and search for good photo 

opportunities in the fields and around the ponds. 

Photographer Susan Milinkovich will share some 

tips on composition to help you frame and capture 

spring flowers and early morning light. Bring your 

iPhone, Point-and-shoot or DSLR camera - no 

photography experience needed. Registration 

required by 4/12/19.  

Saturday. April 13, 8:30-10:00 AM 

Forest Run MetroPark - Welcome Center - 1976 

Timberman Rd. Hamilton, OH  

Dog-Gone Bone Hunt 

 

Bring your pooch for an egg hunt designed for 

dogs! Put their nose to the test as they sniff out a 

dozen treat filled plastic eggs. They will a receive a 

new toy as an extra reward. Some activities include: 

shopping at dog-friendly vendors, dog obstacle 

course, socializing time, and photo opportunities!  
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Hunt times are scheduled by weight: 

12:00 p.m. - Registration/Check-In Opens  

1:00 p.m. – Dogs Under 30 pounds  

1:15 p.m. – Dogs 30-50 pounds  

1:30 p.m. – Dogs 50 pounds and over 

 

Event Rules: We ask that all dogs are well-behaved, 

socialized, and current on vaccinations. One dog per 

handler. Stoop and scoop rules apply – we will 

provide poop bags and garbage cans at the event for 

your use. Dogs must remain on a leash at all times 

during the event.  

Sunday. April 14, 12:00-3:00 PM 

Rentschler Forest MetroPark - Reigart Road Area - 

5701 Reigart Rd. Hamilton, OH 

Medicinal and Edible Plants Workshop 

Could you survive off the land? Come to the 

Medicinal and Edible Plants Workshop and learn 

the various edible plants of Ohio and their 

medicinal properties. Enjoy an experiential hike to 

find edible plants and create your own 

edible/medicinal plant supplement to take home! 

Open to ages 13 and up. Participants under the age 

of 18 must be accompanied by an adult. 

Registration required by 4/26/19. 

Saturday. April 27, 1:00-4:00 PM 

Governor Bebb MetroPark- Pioneer Village School 

House Cabin- 1979 Bebb Park Lane, Okeana, Ohio 

Earthstock: Earth Day Festival 

 

Celebrate Earth Day and move closer to nature at 

Earthstock | Earth Day Festival! Guests will have 

the chance to experience lectures and 

demonstrations on a variety of environmental 

topics, try out various recreation equipment, view 

natural artwork in the Reduce-Reuse-Recycle art 

competition, check out all the vendors and 

opportunities for service around MetroParks... plus 

MORE! 

Sunday. April 28, 12:00-5:00 PM 

Voice of America MetroPark: Lake and 

Surrounding Area  

Big Week of Birding Events  

 

Gilmore MetroPark  

Is a treasure trove of birds. With the rookery of 

cormorants, egrets and great blue herons, as well as, 

an abundance of spring warblers, this is a great park 

to visit! Meet at the Gilmore Road entrance. 

Saturday. April 27, 7:00-9:00 AM 

Gilmore MetroPark - Gilmore Road Area Parking 

Lot -7950 Gilmore Road, Hamilton OH 45015  

Indian Creek MetroPark 

Cerulean Warblers, Crested Flycatchers, and 

Waterthrush greet you when you bird here. All 

levels of birding experience welcomed! Come and 

have fun! 

Saturday. April 27, 6:30-8:30 PM 

Indian Creek MetroPark 6500 Springfield Road 

Oxford OH 45056 
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Forest Run Timberman Ridge 

Take a relaxing stroll on the new paved trail at 

Forest Run Timberman Ridge while looking for 

beautiful birds! Grab your binoculars and boots to 

join us in the search! All levels of birding 

experience welcome! 

Sunday. April 28, 7:00-9:00 AM 

Forest Run MetroPark - Timberman Ridge Shelter- 

1976 Timberman Rd., Hamilton, Ohio 45013 

Just a few of the many big week of Birding 

events.  Check out the MetroParks website for a 

full list of events at    

http://reservations.yourmetroparks.net/programs/ 

Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # TM866 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 

How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity

RewardsNow  

Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for 

FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus 

Card. 

 

Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

https://smile.amazon.com.  You will find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to FOMPBC. 

Save the Date 

Friends of MetroParks Butler County is pleased to 

announce it will be having its 2019 Annual Meeting 

on Wednesday, April 10, 6 pm, at the River Center 

– Bicentennial Commons MetroPark, 120 South 

Carmody Boulevard, Middletown, Ohio 45044. 

Please plan on attending. Ms. Emily Archibald, 

Private Lands Biologist, Ohio Department of 

Natural Recourses, Division of Wildlife will 

present, “The Re-introduction of Quail in Ohio, 

Successes and Failures”. A delicious meal will be 

provided. The desserts will be homemade and fresh 

by the members of the Friends of MetroParks Board 

of Directors.  

To make a reservation please see the annual 

meeting invitation in the April issue of the Voice. 

Or, call 513.593.2735, or email 

kochtrees@gmail.com. 

Earthstock | Earth Day Festival 

On Sunday, April 28th from 12:00 – 5:00 p.m. at 

Voice of America MetroPark, come celebrate Earth 

Day and move closer to nature as Earthstock | Earth 

Day Festival debuts! Event festivities will take 

place in the Ronald Reagan Lodge, on the Gazebo, 

and around the lake of the park. Guests will have 

http://reservations.yourmetroparks.net/programs/
http://reservations.yourmetroparks.net/programs/
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:kochtrees@gmail.com
mailto:kochtrees@gmail.com
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the chance to experience lectures and 

demonstrations on a variety of environmental 

topics, try out various recreation equipment and 

activities, check out all the Earth-friendly vendors 

and opportunities for service around MetroParks... 

plus MORE at this FREE event! 

Some of the great lectures lined up during the day 

include: Tree ID by Bill Walker of the Friends of 

MetroParks of Butler County, Tree Communication 

by Bull’s Run Sanctuary & Arboretum, native Ohio 

plants by OSU Extension’s Master Gardeners, the 

energy and food web by MetroParks of Butler 

County’s Land Stewardship, and how to build a 

butterfly garden and amazing animals by 

MetroParks of Butler County’s Park Connections. 

But, that’s not all! Some of the exciting activities 

that will be running throughout the day include: 

Leave No Trace activities with Miami University’s 

Outdoor Pursuits, kite flying with PIGS Aloft, fly 

tying and fly fishing with Buckeye United Fly 

Fishers, recycled art making with Margie Homan, 

orienteering with Orienteering Cincinnati, Butler 

County Soil & Water’s conservation trailer, crafts, 

and music. So, there will truly be something for 

everyone to experience, learn, and enjoy at 

Earthstock!  

More groups, organizations, lectures, and activities 

are being added daily as this new, exciting event 

nears its debut. Not to mention, all the unique 

vendors that will be coming out with items like goat 

milk soap, lotion, non-toxic cleaning materials, 

reusable Tupperware, crystals & gems, jewelry, art, 

wood workings, and so much more! Food and 

beverages will also be available for purchase 

throughout the event. 

 

Critter Corner 
I’ll have a double heron, on the rocks 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


