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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our s77hadows 

78888888888888would have blown 

loose!)  A few showers fell on 

Tuesday and Wednesday, but not 

enough to drown you if you looked 

up. 
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May Board Meeting 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Spring has sprung.  The governor has declared 

public face-to-face meetings are once again 

permitted in outdoor settings.  Although we will 

continue to practice social-distancing we will 

return to physical, instead of virtual, meetings.  

The May BOD meeting will be held at 7pm on 

Wednesday May 23, in the Timberman Ridge 

Shelter, 1976 Timberman Road, Hamilton, OH.  

The Shelter has power and a roof, so we will meet 

rain or shine.  Masks and good sanitary practices 

are still encouraged. 

Stay healthy!  See you soon! 

 

 



The Voice of the Turtle, May, 2021 

 

 

 

2 

Letter from the President  

May Day, May Day!  (Not to mention “May the 4th 

be with you” and Cinco de Mayo.)  My family just 

returned from a week in Gatlinburg.  We saw lots of 

wildflowers and wildlife of both the four-legged 

and two-legged varieties.  For the most part the 

weather cooperated for a change – no tornado 

warnings and minimal rain.  It was wise to dress in 

layers, since we had temperature swings of up to 

40º during the days. 

We knew that we were in for a good week of 

wildlife – a bear visited the parking lot within an 

hour of our arrival.  Luckily, we had paid attention 

to the “no food left in cars” lecture.  We saw two 

other bears, lot of wild turkeys (that didn’t come in 

bottles), and a small herd of elk. 

Lots of dogwood trees in bloom, along with the tail 

end of redbud season.  For the most part, we were 

too early for azaleas and rhododendrons or 

mountain laurel.  The woods were full of 

wildflowers – some familiar, others less so. 

MetroParks is beginning to reopen the parks for 

face-to-face interaction.  Hump Day concerts are 

scheduled to start June 2nd.  The final schedule of 

groups has not yet been released at time of writing, 

but twelve concerts are planned.  Instead of the 

lakeside pavilion, this year’s concerts will be held at 

the VOA Athletic Fields.  Details have not yet been 

released, but the possibility of painted circles on the 

lawn for each group was mentioned at the annual 

meeting last month.  FoMPBC has been promised at 

least two circles for our use.  Volunteers are needed 

to help sell tickets for Split the Pot at this year’s 

concerts. 

It’s a good time to return to the parks.  Flowers are 

in bloom, birds are migrating, people are able to 

meet without benefit of Zoom.   

See you in the parks, 

Bill Walker  

Did you see the Full Pink Moon? 

By Amy Pellman 

On April 26, 2021 we had the Full Pink Moon.  

That was the first of two supermoons in 2021.  The 

second supermoon of the year is the Full Flower 

Moon and will occur on May 26th. 

Do you know why it’s called the pink supermoon?  

It’s not because it’s pink.  Its homage to one of the 

first signs of spring, the flowering phlox.  The 

flower moon in May refers to the increased 

blooming of plants in early May. 

Native American’s named full moons to help 

identify entire months.  Colonial American’s 

adopted those and utilized them.  Most are still used 

today in modern day (Gregorian) calendars. 

Do you know what a supermoon is? A supermoon 

occurs when the moons orbit is closest to Earth 

while it is full.  But that is still 222,064 miles away!  

This is called the perigee of its elliptical orbit.  The 

farthest point in its orbit around the Earth is called 

the apogee.  The term supermoon was coined by 

astrologer Richard Noelle in 1979 and refers to the 

new or full moon that occurs when the moon is 

closest (in perigee) to Earth. 

Supermoons appears larger than a typical full moon 

due to it being closer to the Earth.  Since the 

supermoon is closer to the Earth it can appear up to 

14% larger and 30% brighter.  But to the naked eye, 

its difficult to tell the difference between the size of 

the moon from one month to the next or one night 

to the next. 
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Fun Facts: 

Winter supermoons are larger due to the Earth’s 

proximity to the sun.  Gravity pulls the moon closer 

to Earth in the winter months. 

Supermoons don’t significantly cause higher tides 

and don’t cause natural disasters. 

Supermoons will gradually look smaller.  Each 

year, the moon is moving 3.8 centimeters out of the 

Earth’s orbit. 

 

Don’t forget to pay your 

annual dues! 
 

Signs of Spring in the Smokies 
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Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

  
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


