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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our shadows 

would have blown loose!)  A few 

showers fell on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, but not enough to 

drown you if you looked up. 
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July Board Meeting! 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Wednesday, July 10, 2019 

Voice of America MetroPark 

7850 VOA Park Dr, West Chester, OH 45069 

6:00-6:45 PM 

 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x1919768665015724769&id=YN873x1919768665015724769&q=Voice+of+America+Park&name=Voice+of+America+Park&cp=39.36370849609375%7e-84.35598754882812&ppois=39.36370849609375_-84.35598754882812_Voice+of+America+Park&FORM=SNAPST
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Letter from the President  

June was an interesting month.  Rain seemed intent 

on making Noah’s flood seem like a summer 

shower.  Farmers across the country were often 

delayed or prevented from planting corn or 

soybeans.  Rice probably was not a viable 

alternative.  Out of the first six Hump Day 

Concerts, it rained for 3 and threatened for the rest. 

Rain held off for the Great Miami River First 

Peoples Celebration, but summer temperatures 

arrived just in time to make the dancers wish that 

their regalia were summer weight. 

Anyone who has lived for any length of time in 

Ohio knows not to expect predictable weather.  

There is an old story of how the city of Cleveland 

came to be established on the banks of the 

Cuyahoga River.  Seems that a wagon train was 

headed west.  When they reached the river, the 

wagon master said “we’ll just camp here until the 

weather clears”.  The rest, as they say, is history. 

See you in the parks! 

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC 

Upcoming Events 
Show and Tell on the Farm 

 
Come out and enjoy Show and Tell on the Farm at 

Chrisholm MetroPark. Topics this month include:   

Water is Life,   Batty About Bats, Compost Chums 

and Brave Bacteria, Pizza Parts, ABC’s of Farm 

Life, Grass-head friends, Let’s all Scream for Ice 

Cream, Ant’s Go Marching  

Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 6:30-7:30pm 

and Sunday’s from 2:00-4:00pm    

Hump Day Concert Series  

 

Need a little Mid-Week pick me up? Come out to 

Voice of America MetroPark and enjoy live Music, 

Food & Family Fun every Wednesday for the Hump 

Day concert series.  

The Concert Series this month will feature: Dat 

Band, the Sunburners, Kavan, RoadTrip, and the 

McCartney Project 

 

Family Fun Friday   

 

It's time for Family Fun Fridays! Join MetroParks 

of Butler County with partners Butler Soil and 

Water Conservation District and Ohio State 

University Extension for some summer fun!  

The theme is Red, White, and Blue. Learn about the 

most patriotic members of nature! This is a FREE 

program, snacks are included. 

Friday, July 5th, 10:00-11:30AM 

Rentschler forest Metro Park: Cummings Shelter-

5701 Reigart Rd, Fairfield OH 45011 

 

Wild about wildflowers Hike  
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Are you ready to get Wild? Join us for a wildflower 

hike in search of nature’s gems like spring beauties, 

violet and trillium.  Free  

Saturday. July 6th, 10:00AM-12:30 PM 

Governor Bebb Metro Parks-Howe Shelter 

Trail Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Scheduled 

The dedication ceremonies for the new trail at 

Forest Run MetroPark are scheduled for Friday, 

July 12, from 3 to 5 PM.  Meet at the White Shelter 

at 1976 Timberman Road, Hamilton, OH. 

Crazy Cardboard Regatta 

 

BOATS! BOATS! BOATS! Cardboard boats, that 

is. The MetroParks of Butler County presents the 

10th Annual Crazy Cardboard Regatta on Saturday, 

July 20th from 11:00 AM-3:00 PM at Voice of 

America MetroPark in West Chester! Do you think 

you’ve got what it takes? Then, sign your team up 

to build your own cardboard boat and join the 

amazing race around the lake! Sea legs aren’t quite 

ready; you say? No problem! Vendors, 

entertainment, activities, and more await you upon 

shore. So, come on out for some summer family 

fun, and don’t forget to keep calm and boat on! 

FREE for spectators!  

Cash or check will be required for boats registering 

the day of the event.  

To register your boat, head to: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/10th-annual-crazy-

cardboard-regatta-boat-registration-tickets-

55407428109  

Saturday. July 20, 11:00 AM-3:00 PM 

Voice of America MetroPark: Lake and 

Surrounding Area  

Trail Yoga 

Harmonize your breath with the rhythm of nature 

and unwind from your busy day as we practice 

mindful movement with traditional yoga poses 

along the meandering forest trail. All body shapes, 

sizes, and experience levels are welcome. This is 

truly something you need to experience to 

appreciate! 

Please note: Wear comfortable “old friend” closed-

toed shoes, as we will be out on the trail. You will 

not need a yoga mat for this program. 

Call (513) 867-5835 to register for all eight classes 

at a discount. $48.00 for the series! 

Tuesday. July 9 6:00-7:00 PM 

Rentschler Forest MetroPark - Stone House - 5701 

Reigart Rd. Hamilton, OH 

Photo Walks-Tips for Shooting Closer-Ups and 

intimate landscapes. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/10th-annual-crazy-cardboard-regatta-boat-registration-tickets-55407428109
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/10th-annual-crazy-cardboard-regatta-boat-registration-tickets-55407428109
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/10th-annual-crazy-cardboard-regatta-boat-registration-tickets-55407428109
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fnaturepreserves.ohiodnr.gov%2Fportals%2Fdnap%2Fimages%2Fwildflowers%2Fside-feature-video2.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fnaturepreserves.ohiodnr.gov%2Fwildflowers&docid=BhYD7dlVwdIcfM&tbnid=BbHmBJ3glLfr4M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwj__unxkZXjAhUKCc0KHfcmAdEQMwh0KAEwAQ..i&w=300&h=183&bih=691&biw=741&q=wildflower%20ohio&ved=0ahUKEwj__unxkZXjAhUKCc0KHfcmAdEQMwh0KAEwAQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Join us for a summer evening looking for the “small 

stuff”. Photographer Susan Milinkovich will share 

tips for shooting close-ups and intimate landscapes. 

When you start to look for “small stuff”, you’ll 

discover all kinds of interesting new subjects. Bring 

your iPhone, Point-and-shoot or DSLR camera - no 

photography experience needed. Registration is 

required by 7/17/2019.  

Thursday. July 18, 7:00-8:30 PM 

Elk Creek MetroPark -Meadow Ridge Area Shelter 

- 5101 Circle Pkwy., Middletown, OH 

Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # TM866 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 

How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity

RewardsNow  

Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for 

FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus 

Card. 

 

Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

https://smile.amazon.com.  You will find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to FOMPBC. 

To make a reservation please see the annual 

meeting invitation in the April issue of the Voice. 

Or, call 513.593.2735, or email 

kochtrees@gmail.com. 

Farm Animal Fund 

Chrisholm Farmstead MetroPark is almost ready to 

begin adding livestock to the new pens.  Because 

MPX can only make purchases from pre-approved 

vendors, this red tape makes it difficult to buy 

animals from individual farmers.  Our status as a 

501C3 tax-exempt non-profit group makes it 

possible to streamline livestock purchases for 

Chrisholm.  We have set aside a special account for 

such purchases.  Please send your tax-free donation 

to:  Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 PO Box 691, Hamilton, OH 45012 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:kochtrees@gmail.com
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Please make sure to make a note on the memo line 

of your check “Chrisholm Animal Fund” to make 

sure your donation helps populate the new 

FarmScape.. 

Boats, Boats, Boats! Cardboard 

Boats that is…  

The Crazy Cardboard Regatta is ready to set sail for 

its 10th year on July 20, 2019 from 11:00am – 

3:00pm at Voice of America MetroPark in West 

Chester, Ohio. Build your own cardboard boat or 

enjoy the show from the comforts of shore…either 

way you are sure to have a blast at this family fun 

event!   

 

Recruit your neighbors, friends, family & 

coworkers to build a boat & join the craziness. The 

race will include a timed category, “The Fast & the 

Floundering,” with the fastest boats continuing to 

the semi-finals. Boats can also enter “The Soggy 

Bottom Battle,” where the last boat floating wins in 

this crash-derby style competition! Cardboard boats 

can come in all shapes & sizes and a variety of 

themed awards will be presented (Best Titanic, 

Team Spirit, and Judge’s Choice, etc).   

Sea legs aren’t quite ready; you say? No problem! 

Shore enough, there is so much to do on land as 

well, including food, drinks, entertainment, kids’ 

games, activities, and more!  There’s something for 

everyone to enjoy, land-lovers included. All these 

fun pieces create plenty of room for helping hands. 

Each year, we rely on nearly 100 volunteers to help 

pull together this exciting event, so there are a 

variety of tasks available for those who are 

interested in contributing their time.  

If you are interested in building a boat, sponsoring, 

or volunteering, information can be found on 

MetroParks of Butler County website. For more 

information call MetroParks at 513-867-5835. 

 

 

Volunteering with MetroParks  

Did you know that volunteering with MetroParks 

has a multitude of benefits and rewards?  Along 

with the selfsatisfaction of improving the 

community and helping Metroparks carry out it’s 

mission to “…provide an exceptional park system 

that maximizes the community’s quality of life 

through conservation, education, and recreation”, 

YOU can receive incentives and rewards!  

Some of the rewards include free admission to 

MetroParks facilities for special events and/or 

programs, invitation to special Volunteer events, as 

well as, an extensive list of rewards including:  

shelter/facility rentals, camping, water recreation 

rentals, and new this year- Volunteer clothing 

options!   

Non-Butler County Volunteers who volunteer at 

least 10 hours within a calendar year and log them 

with MetroParks can receive one annual motor 

vehicle permit for the following calendar year, as 

well as, qualify for the other volunteer rewards!  

To see our current list of rewards, please visit our 

website at 

www.YourMetroParks.net/supportus/volunteering.  

On the Volunteer page, you can see the current 

Volunteer Policy (rewards are listed on page 8), 

apply to be a volunteer either individually or as a 

group and have access to commonly used forms for 

the department.    

http://www.yourmetroparks.net/support-us/volunteering
http://www.yourmetroparks.net/support-us/volunteering
http://www.yourmetroparks.net/support-us/volunteering
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There is also access to Volgistics where you can 

log your hours.  If you need help doing this, let the 

Manager of Volunteer Resources know so you can 

schedule a training.  You can also send in monthly 

timesheets to log your hours.  To redeem the 

rewards, print off the Volunteer Rewards 

Application and submit to the volunteer manager.    

Volunteering with MetroParks is a gratifying way 

to give back to your community.  It is an integral 

part of the park system and provides valuable 

resources to the organization.  Our goal is to grow 

and develop rewarding partnerships between our 

volunteers and staff to promote and expand the 

MetroParks mission.  Oh, and there are snacks too!  

Third Hump Day Concert 
The Jayme Band 

 

 

 

Dedication of the Chuck Holliday 

Suspension Bridge 
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Hump Day 4 – Modern Behavior 

 

 

 

 

  

Hump Day 5 – Parrots of the 

Caribbean 
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Hump Day 6 – Dat Band 

 

 

 

 

Great Miami River 1st Peoples 

Celebration 
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Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


