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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our shadows 

would have blown loose!)  A few 

showers fell on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, but not enough to 

drown you if you looked up. 
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July Board Meeting! 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Wednesday, August 14, 2019 

Voice of America MetroPark 

7850 VOA Park Dr, West Chester, OH 45069 

6:00-6:45 PM 

 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x1919768665015724769&id=YN873x1919768665015724769&q=Voice+of+America+Park&name=Voice+of+America+Park&cp=39.36370849609375%7e-84.35598754882812&ppois=39.36370849609375_-84.35598754882812_Voice+of+America+Park&FORM=SNAPST
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Letter from the President  

Strange that we’re already 2/3 through summer.  

We have gone from cool and wet to warm and dry.  

I guess that it’s nice not to have to mow the lawn 

twice a week, but I prefer moderation in all things 

(including moderation!).  After all the years that 

I’ve spent in Ohio, I should know better. 

I’d like to welcome Kathy Takanen to the FoMPBC 

board of directors.  Kathy has coordinated 

photographer volunteers from the West Chester 

Photography Club at MPX activities for several 

years. 

At least some of the park activities have, Cardboard 

Regatta last month and Mud Mania this month, 

involved water.  After a wet spring and early 

summer, lately it’s so dry that trees are following 

dogs down the street. 

Speaking of dogs, work on the expansion of Wiggly 

Fields dog park at VOA is nearing completion.  The 

Chuck Holliday memorial bench has recently been 

installed.  Formal dedication is scheduled for early 

fall.  Watch this newsletter next month for time and 

date. 

 

We are down to the last Hump Day concert next 

week.  Plan to join us next week to enjoy a concert 

by the Barefoot Movement.  Bring your folding 

chairs and picnic dinner (or sample the selections 

available from the VOA kitchen) and join us 

lakeside next Wednesday.  Who knows, you may 

even win the last Split-the-Pot drawing of the year. 

See you in the parks! 

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC 

Upcoming Events 
 

Show and Tell on the Farm 

 
Come out and enjoy spring on the farm with Show 

and Tell on the Farm at Chrisholm MetroPark. 

Topics this month include:  Ants Go Marching, 

Mudpies Mayhem, Pioneer Farmers, Herbalicious, 

ABC’s of Farm Life, Cellar Food is survival , 

Goober Peas, Peanuts, and soybeans, Barnyard 

Boot-N-Scoot.  

Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 6:30-7:30pm 

and Sunday’s from 2:00-4:00pm  

 

Hump Day Concert Series  

 

Need a little Mid-Week pick me up? Come out to 

Voice of America MetroPark and enjoy live Music, 

Food & Family Fun Wednesday August 7th and 

14th at 7:00pm for the Hump Day concert series.  

The final concert will be the Barefoot Movement 

Band.  Don’t miss it! 
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Trail Yoga 

 

Hiking and Yoga, what could be better? It is a great 

way to reduce stress through awareness and 

increase positive emotions. In fact, being present in 

nature has been proven to lower heart rate/blood 

pressure and even boost immunity! Join us on 

Tuesday evenings with Laura Lejeune for a time of 

relaxation in and around Rentschler Forest 

MetroPark.  

Please note: Wear comfortable “old friend” 
closed-toed shoes, as we will be out on the trail. 
You will not need a yoga mat for this program. 
Open to all fitness levels.  

Call (513) 867-5835 to register for all six classes 
at a discount. $36.00 for the series!  

Mud Mania  

 

Slip, slide, climb and crawl your way from this 

year’s mud obstacle course!!! Mud volleyball 

tournaments, giant water slide, slimy obstacle 

course, muddy pools, event merchandise, vendors, 

and more! 

*****Shoes are Required, NO FLIP FLOPS 

               Duct Tape will be provided 

Friday and Saturday August 9th and 10th from 

11:00am-3:00PM at Rentschler Forest Metro Park. 

MUTT Mania  

 

Mud Mania has gone to the Dogs!!!! Bring your 

four-legged best Friend and try out the doggy 

obstacles.  Visit with dog vendors, play in muddy 

pools, and mingle with other canines. $5.00 Per dog 

or a donation of a 3+ pound of bag of dog food to 

be donated to a local animal shelter.  

 ** *Dogs must remain on a leash and ALL humans 

must have proper Footwear (No Flip-Flops)   

Sunday August 11th from 11:00am-3:00PM at 

Rentschler Forest Metro Park 

Perseid Meteor Shower Watch  
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 Come out on Saturday August 10th to Forest Run 

Metro Park and Join the meteor shower watch.  

Explore the stars and enjoy all kinds of sensory 

activities during the night program.   

Don’t for get to bring a blanket/chair for your star-

gazing. 

Saturday. August 10, 9:00 PM-12:00 AM 
Forest Run Wildlife Preserve - 1810 New London Road, Hamilton, 
OH 45013   

Dog-Gone Bone Hunt-Rescheduled 

 

The weather didn't cooperate in April so join us for 

an egg hunt in August instead!  

Bring your pooch for an egg hunt designed for 

dogs! Put their nose to the test as they sniff out a 

dozen treat filled plastic eggs. They will a receive a 

new toy as an extra reward. Some activities include: 

shopping at dog-friendly vendors, dog obstacle 

course, socializing time, and photo opportunities!  

Don't forget to join us for Mutt Mania happening 

that day as well!  

http://reservations.yourmetroparks.net/programs/1983/  

The three open hunt times will be first come first 

serve with a maximum of 50 dogs per time:  

11:30 a.m. - Registration/Check-In Opens  

12:00 p.m. – Egg Hunt  

12:45 p.m. – Egg Hunt  

1:30 p.m. – Egg Hunt  

Event Rules: We ask that all dogs are well-behaved, 

socialized, and current on vaccinations. One dog per 

handler. Stoop and scoop rules apply – we will 

provide poop bags and garbage cans at the event for 

your use. Dogs must remain on a leash at all times 

during the event.  

Sunday. August 11, 11:30 AM-2:00 PM 

Rentschler Forest MetroPark Cummins Shelter - 5701 Reigart Rd. 

Hamilton OH  

Movies in the Parks 

Friday nights were made for the Movies!!!  Bring 

the Family out for a FREE movie outdoors on a 

nice summer evening starting  Friday August 16th 

thru September 20th at Rentschler Forest.  Grab 

your lawn chair or blanket and join us for an 

evening out in the parks, and maybe even pack a 

picnic to make it a dinner and a movie!  The movie 

will start at dark.    

8:00-10:30 PM 
Rentschler Forest MetroPark Reigart Road Area - Cummins 
Shelter - 5701 Reigart Rd. Hamilton, OH 

 

Mountain music Jam 

 

Join Warren and Judy Waldron in impromptu 

mountain music jam sessions at Indian Creek 

MetroPark Pioneer church Sunday August 25th, 

http://reservations.yourmetroparks.net/programs/1983/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=OrpcFvry&id=5130FAF580D0B43A975E001E3777E92174629C99&thid=OIP.OrpcFvry3TCoGGmJyJoV5gAAAA&mediaurl=http://reservations.yourmetroparks.net/programs/photos/18/IMAG0192_sm.jpg&exph=160&expw=200&q=indian+creek+butler+county+ohio&simid=608024224493342255&selectedIndex=31
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2:00-4:00PM. Bring a blanket or chair and listen to 

the music or bring your own instrument and join in.  

The last Sundays of June, July and August.  

Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # TM866 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 

How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity

RewardsNow  

Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for 

FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus 

Card. 

 

Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

https://smile.amazon.com.  You will find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to FOMPBC. 

To make a reservation please see the annual 

meeting invitation in the April issue of the Voice. 

Or, call 513.593.2735, or email 

kochtrees@gmail.com. 

Farm Animal Fund 

Chrisholm Farmstead MetroPark is almost ready to 

begin adding livestock to the new pens.  Because 

MPX can only make purchases from pre-approved 

vendors, this red tape makes it difficult to buy 

animals from individual farmers.  Our status as a 

501C3 tax-exempt non-profit group makes it 

possible to streamline livestock purchases for 

Chrisholm.  We have set aside a special account for 

such purchases.  Please send your tax-free donation 

to:  Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 PO Box 691, Hamilton, OH 45012 

Please make sure to make a note on the memo line 

of your check “Chrisholm Animal Fund” to make 

sure your donation helps populate the new 

FarmScape.. 

Kayaking in MetroParks 

 

Kayaking is one of the many family friendly 

opportunities that MetroParks has to offer. It’s not 

only an excuse to get out of the house but can be a 

way to better connect with the nature around us. 

There are certain fishing spots that are only 

available via kayak. Kayaking gives you the 

opportunity to catch many local species such as: 

Largemouth Bass, Black Crappie, or Bluegill. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:kochtrees@gmail.com
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You’ll also get a chance to see certain bird species 

that live on or near the water, such as Green Herons, 

Belted Kingfishers, and during migration, Common 

Loons. If you’re looking for a way to get the family 

together during the weekend, kayaking can be a 

great reason to spend a few hours on the water 

exploring all the beauty that MetroParks has to 

offer. It’s also a good workout for those looking to 

burn some extra calories.  

While kayaking is not available at all locations of 

the MetroParks; several parks have accessibility to 

kayaking. Voice of America MetroPark is a great 

place to try out kayaking for the first time without 

having to commit to buying a kayak. Single or 

tandem kayak rentals are available during 

Wheelhouse hours for those who are interested. 

Rentschler Forest MetroPark is another great 

location to kayak for those that already have kayaks 

to get in the water for a few hours. The park is built 

alongside the old Miami-Erie canal, and offers 

terrific fishing opportunities for those willing to get 

on the water. Another location is Sycamore Bluffs, 

which has a boat launch for Four Mile Creek.   

With all of the fun that kayaking offers, it is 

important to take into consideration all of the safety 

protocols that must be followed in order to ensure 

that everyone involved has a fun, yet safe 

experience. With how hot the weather is this time of 

year, please ensure that you have enough water to 

drink. Also, make sure that you have adequate sun 

protection gear, whether that be sunblock, sunhats, 

or SPF blocking clothing. Always follow the Ohio 

boating rules, and if you intend to kayak alone, 

make sure to tell someone when and where you plan 

to go. Another thing to be cautious of is to never 

exceed the weight capacity of your kayak. But most 

importantly, make sure that you are wearing your 

personal safety floatation device. Following these 

steps will ensure that you and your loved ones will 

be safe out there on the waves.  

Lucas Young  
Park Maintenance Technician  

Critter Corner 

by Nicole Runges 

 

There was a recent reporting of a polar bear 

sighting at the VOA lake.  Judging by the photo, 

the “bear” was water skiing, and is a close friend of 

a unicorn (hence the rainbow above the critter).  

Either that, or the “bear” had pockets full of gold.  

It is also possible that the critter is just magically 

delicious.  News at 11. 
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Hump Day 7 Concert 
The Sunburners Band 

 

 

 

 

 

Crazy Cardboard Regatta 
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Hump Day 8 – Kavan 
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Hump Day 9 – Roadtrip 

 

 

 

Hump Day 10 – The McCartney 

Experience 
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Hump Day Concert 11 – Ryan Broshear 
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Photos in the Parks – Summer Flowers 

 

 

 

 

 

Meadow Ridge Ribbon Cutting 
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Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

  
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


