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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our s77hadows 

78888888888888would have blown 

loose!)  A few showers fell on 

Tuesday and Wednesday, but not 

enough to drown you if you looked 

up. 
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July Board Meeting 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

The July Board Meeting will take place next 

Wednesday, August 12, at 7 pm.  We will meet in 

the pavilion at Chrisholm MetroPark. 

Stay healthy! 

 

 

Frank and Ernest 
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Letter from the President  

The calendar says that it’s August.  Temperatures 

this morning were in the 60’s.  Even the weather 

seems confused by the 50-day long month of March 

and 90-day long month of April.  We have gone 

through weeks with no rain, followed by weeks 

with hardly any sunshine.  I sort of enjoyed not 

having to mow the grass every 3 days.  Now, after 

several inches of rainfall in late July, the lawn 

mower has been awakened from its brief 

hibernation.  The local weathermen have a thankless 

task trying to out-guess Mother Nature during an 

Ohio summer.  It is often said that if you don’t like 

the weather you should wait five minutes.  We wake 

up most days to sunshine.  Clouds often roll in by 

mid-day.  With luck, an afternoon or evening 

shower may help green the lawns.  Many days, 

however, the clouds’ promises are as empty as 

political speeches pre-election. 

The parks are slowly starting to re-open.  Picnic 

shelters are again open for reservation by groups.  

“Modern” restrooms and water fountains are now 

unlocked and operating.  Rentschler Forest 

MetroPark (Reigart Road) is now opening at 7am to 

allow hikers and bikers to get an early start before 

the heat of the day.  All parks are open (subject to 

practicing social-distancing) for public use during 

daylight hours. 

There are lots of beautiful summer flowers in bloom 

now.  Nice time for a walk, bike ride, or picnic to 

help break the monotony of quarantine.  See you in 

the parks,  

Bill Walker 

 

MetroPark Prairies  

 
Figure 1. Prairie Plants at Forest Run MetroPark  

It is said that less than 1% of the 200 million acres 

of prairie grassland ecosystems in North America 

remain. In Ohio, the prairie ecosystem once covered 

about one million acres before pioneer settlement.  

Today, few prairies remain.  Since 2015, 

MetroParks of Butler County has been constructing 

native prairie and grasslands on MetroPark 

properties in Butler County with the goal of creating 

diverse natural habitats and favorable conditions for 

wildlife and pollinator species.  Prairies have been 

planted on former agriculture land at Forest Run 

MetroPark and Four-Mile Creek MetroPark and on 

former golf course land at Elk Creek MetroPark.  

MetroParks and our partners have created and are 

maintaining 79.5 acres of native grassland and 

224.5 acres of prairie.    

 
Figure 2. Seeding native prairie plants using seed drill  
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Forest Run MetroPark is a good example of the 

diverse prairies created.  There are 7 distinct prairie 

areas at Forest Run representing 4 different seed 

mixes.  Each prairie area is unique with different 

plants and different prairie life stages.  A prairie is a 

dynamic process and it is always changing with 

some native prairie plants taking 3 to 5 years to 

establish.    

Depending on the prairie area you visit and the time 

of year, you may see plants you recognize like 

Purple Coneflower, Grayheaded Coneflower, Saw-

toothed Sunflower, Tall Coreopsis and Prairie-dock 

to name a few.  If you enjoy the prairies you see 

you can always create prairies on your property 

even on a smaller scale and enjoy an ever-changing 

landscape.  

 
Figure 3. Monarch butterfly on aster in MetroPark prairie  

Summer Wildflowers 
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Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

  
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


