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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our s77hadows 

78888888888888would have blown 

loose!)  A few showers fell on 

Tuesday and Wednesday, but not 

enough to drown you if you looked 

up. 
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September Board Meeting 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

The September Board Meeting will take place 

next Wednesday, September 9, at 7 pm.  We will 

meet in the pavilion at Timberman Ridge, 2051 

Timberman Road, Hamilton, OH 45013. 

Stay healthy! 
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Letter from the President  

We are just about to begin our third trimester of 

confinement.  With any luck we won’t be waiting 

for the birth of a baby elephant (95 weeks)!  It will 

be interesting to see whether there is a surge of 

births in November because of the lockdown.  We 

are already seeing a surge in domestic violence and 

murders.  Sounds to me like it’s a good time to get 

out of the house and into the parks. 

We still have three more weeks of summer before 

fall puts in its annual appearance.  Lots of pretty 

flowers are still on the scene.  Ironweed and 

goldenrod are now in bloom, along with Jerusalem 

artichoke and autumn phlox.  A few trees have 

already begun to change color.  Judging from this 

preview, it looks like we’re in for lovely fall colors 

this year.  Lately I’ve noticed that waterfowl are 

starting to practice flying in vees before they head 

south for the winter.  Why wait?  Get out to the 

parks before snowshoes are required.  See you in 

the parks,  

Bill Walker 

 

Great Miami River Trail & Trail 

Ambassador Program 

The Great Miami River Trail follows the Great 

Miami Riverway which has been named a National 

Water Trail by the U.S. Department of the Interior 

in 2016.  Only 22 National Water Trails exist in the 

United States, with this being the only one in Ohio.  

The Great Miami Trail is 57 miles of trail that runs 

from Piqua south to the Franklin/Middletown area.  

With a small break before the 9-mile segment 

starting in Middletown that MetroParks manages for 

the City of Middletown and runs south to Trenton.  

After another break, the last 10-mile segment starts 

at Rentschler Forest MetroPark in Fairfield 

Township and runs south to Water Works Park in 

Fairfield.  The Riverway and Great Miami River 

Trail offers access to abundant recreational 

activities along the water making it easy for 

residents and visitors to enjoy the region’s outdoor 

recreation scene.  

The MetroParks Great Miami River Trail 

Ambassador Program is intended to provide an 

intergenerational opportunity for interested 

volunteers to contribute to the community by 

monitoring, maintaining, and promoting the use of 

the Great Miami River Trail.  The role of Trail 

Ambassadors is to act as an extension of 

MetroParks by providing information and assistance 

to trail users, promoting safe trail use, light trail 

maintenance, and reporting safety issues.  Trail 

Ambassadors monitor the trail for a minimum of 4 

hours a month from March through October 

between the hours of 6:00 AM and 9:00 PM or 

dawn to dusk.  Hop on your bike and join us! 

MetroParks Trail Ambassador program began on 

the 9-mile segment in Middletown Ohio.  This 

segment of the Great Miami River Trail has 6 

parking lot areas starting in Trenton, Ohio and 

ending just past lot #6 on North Verity Parkway.  

Most of our Trail Ambassadors like to start at 

Parking lot #2 which has a large parking area at the 

MetroParks River Center facility as well as modern 

restroom facilities!  
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In 2020, the MetroParks Trail Ambassador program 

expanded to include the 10.44 mile segment that 

starts at Fairfield’s Water Works park and follows 

the Great Miami River north to Rentschler Forest 

MetroPark in Fairfield Township.  This segment is 

owned and managed by the City of Fairfield, 

Fairfield Township, the Hamilton Parks 

Conservancy as well as MetroParks.  Reports that 

fall into one of the partnering entities management 

are shared with them to help keep our trails safe and 

clear. 

During the season, interested Trail Ambassadors 

meet once a month to discuss ways to make the 

program better, share stories and experiences on the 

trail and enjoy a cup of coffee.  If the weather 

cooperates, we sometimes enjoy the camaraderie of 

a group ride. 

Enjoy this video that features some of our trained 

volunteers and learn a little more about the Great 

Miami River Trail and the MetroParks Trail 

Ambassadors.  If you like to ride and are interested 

in this trained opportunity, contact Amy Pellman, 

Manager of Volunteer Resources at MetroParks of 

Butler County. 

 

 

 

MetroParks of Butler County Receives 

Special Award for 

Environmental/Conservation Efforts at 

Elk Creek MetroPark – Meadow Ridge 

Area from NACPRO 

MetroParks is pleased to announce that it has 

been honored with a national 

Environmental/Conservation Special Award by 

the National Association of County Park and 

Recreation Officials (NACPRO) for the park 

system’s efforts at Elk Creek MetroPark -

Meadow Ridge Area, located in Madison, 

Township, OH. 

NACPRO is comprised of 110+ member parks 

across the United States. The annual awards 

program recognizes and honors excellence in 

parks and recreation at the county, regional, 

and special district level throughout the nation. 

The special award for 

Environmental/Conservation is presented to 

recognize an exceptional effort to acquire, 

restore, preserve, operate, or develop unique or 

significant conservation and natural areas or 

programs. 

Elk Creek MetroPark, with the addition of the 

435 acres at the Meadow Ridge Area, added to 

the adjoining Sebald Park, was described as a 
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model for other park systems to follow in terms 

of providing future public enjoyment and access 

for thousands of individuals greenspace, through 

its acquisition, restoration, and re-purposing of 

the site, previously an under-performing 

privately owned golf course. The 795 acres 

comprise Elk Creek MetroPark makes this park 

the largest park in the park system. 

This opportunity was made possible by the 

creative use of state and federal funds; an 

innovative partnership with the Trust for Public 

Land, and a seller’s discount for most of the local 

match required  by Clean Ohio funding and only 

approximately $10,000 coming from MetroParks 

general fund. 99.5% of the funding came from 

outside sources, invested in Meadow Ridge, to 

protect and preserve the passive recreational 

greenspace for future generations in Butler 

County. 

In addition, the dedication to the strategic 

execution of the restoration work done in-house or 

by volunteers helped MetroParks to tackle 

substantially more acreage restored than planned. 

To date 29 acres of Upland Prairie, 41 Acres 

Native Grassland, 300 feet of stream, 140 feet 

daylighted stream; 15 acres of invasive 

honeysuckle, 36 greens and miles of pavement 

removed; 2000 native trees planted, and 617 

volunteer hours contributed. Elk Creek MetroPark 

is Nature Delivered! Visit the Meadow Ridge 

Area today located at 5101 Circle Pkwy, 

Middletown, OH 45042 today to Log Off…Shut 

Down…Get Outside! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Liberty Twp 2nd Annual Heritage Day 

Liberty Twp Historical Society in Conjunction with Liberty Township Parks Committee proudly 
announce our 2nd Annual Heritage Day Event. This will be held on Saturday, September 19th from 
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Dudley Woods Park. The park is located at 5591 Hankins Rd, Liberty Township, 
Ohio 45011. 

The various displays and demonstrations are spread both location and time wise to allow for social 
distancing. There will also be hand sanitation stations and face masks available for the safety of 
visitors. 

The 1800’s Gregory Cabin will be open, and a docent and various demonstrations will explain the 
pioneer lifestyle. Additional learning opportunities and highlights include:   

• Liberty Twp and Butler County Metro Parks info- Liberty Twp Parks Committee.  

• Miniature horses- Mini Acres. 

• Daughters of The American Revolution information. 

• Pioneer toy and craft making- Greater Miami Valley YMCA/Camp Campbell Gard 

• Live blacksmith demonstrations. 

• Old time music by the Jericho Old-Time Band- approx. 1:00-3:00 PM. 

• Antique tractors, hit and miss engine and agricultural machinery demonstration. 

• Pioneer clothes washing, corn shelling and grinding demos. 

• Cider press display.  

• Cincinnati Chapter of Sons of the Revolution (SAR)- Various exhibits 
o Revolutionary War era camp life demonstrations. 
o British Music-11:00 AM-11:30AM 
o Revolutionary Soldier Drill and Black Powder Firing-11:30 AM-12:15PM 
o Yorktown Presentation-12:00-12:15 PM 
o Washington Crossing the Delaware Talk- 12:30-1245:00 PM 

Liberty Township Historical Society will also have all our Barker Ornaments, including the newly 
issued, 6th one of the Gregory Log Cabin available, for sale. We will also have other merchandise 
available including several local barn paintings by Dr. Robert Kroeger. 

For questions or more info please contact Paul Stumpf or visit our Facebook page: Liberty Township 
Historical Society 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

  
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


