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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our s77hadows 

78888888888888would have blown 

loose!)  A few showers fell on 

Tuesday and Wednesday, but not 

enough to drown you if you looked 

up. 
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November Board Meeting 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Because of Wednesday, 11/12, falling on 

Veterans’ Day, and because of continuing Covid 

indoor meeting restrictions, the November board 

meeting will be cancelled. 

Stay healthy! 
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Letter from the President  

During the past few weeks we have undergone 

several major frightening events – Halloween, a 

blue moon (2nd full moon in a month, and this one 

falling on Halloween!), end of Daylight Saving 

Time, world-wide pandemic, and a national 

election.  At time of publication we still wait on 

tenterhooks to hear the final election results.  After 

four years hearing about Russian interference with 

our elections, we are now told that no amount of 

voting by illegal aliens (or dead voters) could 

possibly result in any effect on the results of the 

election.  Guess it just depends on whose ox is 

getting gored. 

Your president, vice president, and spouses have 

just returned from a visit to the National Historical 

Triangle (Jamestown, Williamsburg, and Yorktown, 

VA.)  For a welcome change, the weather was 

sunny, warm, and without meteorological 

histrionics.  After getting used to seeing docents in 

period costumes wearing face masks, we spent the 

week learning lots of early American history.  

Despite restricted access to the parks during the 

pandemic, all three areas remained largely open to 

the public.  Masks were required everywhere, as 

was social distancing.  Some shops and buildings 

had posted head count limits, based on square 

footage.  This goes to show that parks can open 

during the age of epidemic so long as reasonable 

precautions are taken to protect staff and visitors. 

There is still plenty of time to visit our parks.  See 

you there. 

Bill Walker 

 

 

Spotted Lantern Fly 

On Tuesday, October 27, 2020 the Ohio 

Department of Agriculture announced that a new 

invasive insect has been found in the state. The 

Spotted Lanternfly was found in mid-October in 

Jefferson County, close to Steubenville, Ohio. The 

location of the population is about 250 miles from 

Butler County. While this may seem far away, it is 

important to be aware of emerging invasives as 

early identification can be key to slowing spread. 
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We have seen the impacts of other invasive insects 

in our area. Perhaps the most talked about is the 

emerald ash borer which has had a devastating 

effect on our ash tree populations and has changed 

the appearance of many wood lots throughout the 

state. Others you may know include the Asian long 

horned beetle, a threat to maple trees in particular, 

or the gypsy moth which can cause defoliation of 

oaks and other trees. Like these other invasive 

insects, the spotted lanternfly is a threat to the 

timber industry and well-balanced forest 

ecosystems. However, the insect prefers grapes and 

fruit trees becoming a cause for concern for 

wineries and fruit producers. Interestingly, the 

insect is also attracted to a common invasive plant, 

tree-of-heaven. 

Now is a great time to spot the spotted lanternfly as 

it lays its eggs from October into early winter. Eggs 

can be found on the trunk and branches of medium 

to large sized trees and on other surfaces such as 

stones and structures. Egg masses look similar to a 

grey mud substance and may take on a cracked or 

dried out appearance over time. The department of 

agriculture encourages you to scrape egg masses 

into a plastic bag, double bag the masses, and trash 

them if found. Like with any invasive control, be 

certain of your identification before removal. Any 

sighting or removal of egg masses should be 

reported to the Ohio Department of Agriculture at 

plantpest@agri.ohio.gov or 614-728-6400. 

 

While it is currently unlikely that you will 

encounter the spotted lanternfly in Butler County, 

becoming aware of emerging threats in our region is 

our best protection from such threats. Keep these 

things in mind as you are out on your hikes in the 

parks and surrounding areas. Perhaps if you are 

traveling in eastern or southeastern Ohio for some 

camping or other outdoor recreation be on the look 

out for this attractive yet destructive insect. If you 

ever come across any emerging invasive in our area, 

consider reporting to the Great Lakes Early 

Detection Network (GLEDN). GLEDN is a 

database for reports and sightings of invasive plants 

in our region and a powerful tool in slowing the 

spread of invasive species. 

References: 

https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/news-and-events/10-27-20-slf-jefferson-

county 

https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/invasive-pests/slf  

https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/a55a0990-ef98-4bc3-a771-
8e042cb8e20a/OH_SLF_pest_alert.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTW

ORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-a55a0990-ef98-4bc3-a771-8e042cb8e20a-

nhUJ-qs 

Parks in the Time of Corona 

Here’s just a sampling of how Jamestown, 

Williamsburg, and Yorktown parks are dealing with 

the pandemic. 

 

mailto:plantpest@agri.ohio.gov
https://apps.bugwood.org/apps/gledn/
https://apps.bugwood.org/apps/gledn/
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/news-and-events/10-27-20-slf-jefferson-county
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/news-and-events/10-27-20-slf-jefferson-county
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/invasive-pests/slf
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/a55a0990-ef98-4bc3-a771-8e042cb8e20a/OH_SLF_pest_alert.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-a55a0990-ef98-4bc3-a771-8e042cb8e20a-nhUJ-qs
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/a55a0990-ef98-4bc3-a771-8e042cb8e20a/OH_SLF_pest_alert.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-a55a0990-ef98-4bc3-a771-8e042cb8e20a-nhUJ-qs
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/a55a0990-ef98-4bc3-a771-8e042cb8e20a/OH_SLF_pest_alert.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-a55a0990-ef98-4bc3-a771-8e042cb8e20a-nhUJ-qs
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/a55a0990-ef98-4bc3-a771-8e042cb8e20a/OH_SLF_pest_alert.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-a55a0990-ef98-4bc3-a771-8e042cb8e20a-nhUJ-qs
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Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

  
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


