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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our s77hadows 

78888888888888would have blown 

loose!)  A few showers fell on 

Tuesday and Wednesday, but not 

enough to drown you if you looked 

up. 
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December Board Meeting 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Because Covid has still not left the building, we 

will not have an in-person Board of Directors 

meeting on Wednesday, 12/9.  I am working with 

Craig Wiseman to choose software for 

teleconferencing.  If possible, we will try to 

schedule an online conference for this 

Wednesday at 7 pm. 

Stay healthy! 

 

 



The Voice of the Turtle, December, 2020 

 

 

 

2 

Letter from the President  

It’s amazing how many days of Thanksgiving 

leftovers result from attendance restrictions during 

the holiday.  We finally wound up freezing enough 

sliced turkey to last most of December.  Beef tastes 

wonderful after a week of white meat.  Maybe after 

a few weeks we can endure turkey tacos without 

shuddering. 

Covid vaccines are awaiting FDA approval this 

week (as promised by a lame-duck politician).  Of 

course, the incoming regime will claim credit for 

this accomplishment.  After seeing the large number 

of people gathering without wearing masks, or 

failing to cover the nose with the mask, I only wish 

that there was a vaccine for stupidity.  Of course, 

many of the antivaccers wouldn’t choose to take 

that vaccine either.  Duct tape can’t cure stupid, but 

it can muffle it somewhat.  Let’s all do our part to 

stop the pandemic:  wear a mask (correctly) when in 

public, get the vaccine when it becomes available, 

limit group size, and socially distance.  If we all 

work together, we may even be able to see one 

another indoors in the new year. 

Amy Pellman has asked me to request that any 

unreported volunteer hours are turned in to her 

before the end of this year.  For your convenience, a 

form is included to record those hours.  Please 

complete the form and send it to Amy at your 

earliest convenience. 

There is still plenty of time to visit our parks.  See 

you there. Have safe and happy holidays! 

Bill Walker 
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Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

  
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


