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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our shadows 

would have blown loose!)  A few 

showers fell on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, but not enough to 

drown you if you looked up. 
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No December Board Meeting 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

 

Why not enjoy the holidays in the parks? 
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Letter from the President  

Picture, if you will, lush tropical islands, beautiful 

flowers, colorful birds, sunny beaches, warm 

breezes, sparkling sea water in 1000 shades of blue, 

and dozens of different varieties of rum.  Now 

picture returning to freezing Ohio at 1 AM and 

having to scrape the evidence of winter off the 

windshield.  Any doubt that winter is almost here 

was drowned out by the sound of chattering teeth. 

As I said last month, there are lots of fun activities 

going on in the parks this month.  Don’t let a little 

chilly weather keep you indoors.  Dress in layers 

and brave the elements 

See you in the parks! 

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC 

Upcoming Events 
Show and Tell on the Farm 

 

Come out and enjoy winter on the farm with Show 

and Tell on the Farm at Chrisholm MetroPark. 

Topics this month include:  Let’s Make Soap, 

ABC’s of Farm Life, Winter Wreath Fun, Holidays 

New and Old, and Presents for the Animals.     

Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 10:00-

11:00am and Sunday’s from 2:00-4:00pm  

Please Note there will not be programs on the 

12/22, 12/26, 12/29 or 1/02 due to the holiday.   

Middletown Winter Hike Series  

 

Join us outside for a hike at one, two, or all three 
great Middletown locations this winter! The first 
Saturday of the month, these hikes will begin at 
10 a.m., and range from 1-3 miles. Enjoy a social, 
family friendly hike, and learn about the outdoor 
options Middletown has to offer.  

Warm up with a cup of hot chocolate or coffee at 
each hike! Hikes will be led by Bulls Run Nature 
Sanctuary, MetroParks of Butler County, and the 
City of Middletown.  

Registration is required at 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe
Q59h2ryJ9W7p_VVxN0UGdfewB2QNk_OjPUfIxF
xNzizR3ew/viewform?usp=sf_link  

Contact naturalist@bullsrun.org for more 
information!  

Saturday. December 7, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM 
Bull's Run Nature Sanctuary and Arboretum 
3909 Rosedale Road Middletown OH 45042 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQ59h2ryJ9W7p_VVxN0UGdfewB2QNk_OjPUfIxFxNzizR3ew/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQ59h2ryJ9W7p_VVxN0UGdfewB2QNk_OjPUfIxFxNzizR3ew/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQ59h2ryJ9W7p_VVxN0UGdfewB2QNk_OjPUfIxFxNzizR3ew/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:naturalist@bullsrun.org
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Winter Bird Count  

 

For over 100 years, Audubon has been 
conducting a Christmas Bird Count throughout 
the country. It doesn't matter if you are just 
learning to bird watch or if you are an 
accomplished birder, come out for a brisk walk 
to look for the winter birds! Various MetroParks 
sites will be included.  

Oxford  

Meet at the Miami University Research Ecology 
Research Center at 5806 Somerville Rd, Oxford 
OH 45056 at 7 AM or contact Larry Gersbach at 
larrygers@aol.com for details.  

Saturday. December 14, 7:00 AM-12:00 PM 
Miami University's Enviromental Research 
Center on Somerville Road at 7:am 

Hamilton/Fairfield  

This bird count is sponsored by the Cincinnati 
Bird Club. 

Contact Mike Busam at mbusam@gmail.com for 
details.  

Saturday. December 14, 7:00 AM-7:00 PM 
Contact Mike Busam at mbusam@gmail.com for 
meeting location 

Brunch with Santa  

 

Time to reserve your seat for this fun, family 
event. Enjoy a yummy brunch buffet, jazz music, 
visit and take your own picture with Santa, make 
a holiday craft, and enjoy entertainment by the 
MADCAP Puppets as they perform The Great 
Space Caper. Space is limited. Reservations 
required. Registration closes 12/8/19.  

Sunday. December 15, 10:30 AM-2:30 PM 
Voice of America MetroPark Ronald Reagan 
Lodge 7850 VOA Park Drive West Chester OH 
45069 

Let’s Go Hiking! Surviving Winter    

 

Hibernate, migrate, or tolerate - those are the 
options animals have in order to survive winter. 
Join in as we discover who is tolerating the 
winter cold in Harbin Park. Dress for the 
weather, as we tolerate the cold too!  

FREE and open to all ages. Meet at the Overlook 
Shelter. Registration is requested by calling 
513.867.5348. Walk-ups are welcome!  

mailto:larrygers@aol.com
mailto:mbusam@gmail.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=winter+bluejay&id=23D55E57919E7C1CB44BF9D8DD922D0DB54B88AF&FORM=IQFRBA
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Saturday. December 21, 10:30 AM-12:00 PM 
Harbin Park 1300 Hunter Road Fairfield Ohio 
45014 

 

Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # TM866 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 

How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity

RewardsNow  

Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for 

FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus 

Card. 

 

Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

https://smile.amazon.com.  You will find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to FOMPBC. 

To make a reservation please see the annual 

meeting invitation in the April issue of the Voice. 

Or, call 513.593.2735, or email 

kochtrees@gmail.com. 

Farm Animal Fund 

Chrisholm Farmstead MetroPark is almost ready to 

begin adding livestock to the new pens.  Because 

MPX can only make purchases from pre-approved 

vendors, this red tape makes it difficult to buy 

animals from individual farmers.  Our status as a 

501C3 tax-exempt non-profit group makes it 

possible to streamline livestock purchases for 

Chrisholm.  We have set aside a special account for 

such purchases.  Please send your tax-free donation 

to:  Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 PO Box 691, Hamilton, OH 45012 

Please make sure to make a note on the memo line 

of your check “Chrisholm Animal Fund” to make 

sure your donation helps populate the new 

FarmScape. 

Christmas Bird Count, 

by Stephanie McCabe 

“Four calling birds, three French hens, two turtle 

doves, and a partridge in a pear tree.”  

Even in the classic tune, The Twelve Days of 

Christmas, there has been a long history of 

counting birds around Christmas time.  The 

National Audubon  

Society’s Christmas Bird Count began on 

Christmas Day in 1900 as a way to start a new 

holiday tradition, rather than the age-old custom of 

going on a holiday hunt.  Today, this citizen 

science project is used to collect wildlife census 

data to gain more understanding on bird 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:kochtrees@gmail.com
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populations and trends, which will then be used to 

direct conservation measures.  Christmas Bird 

Count hikes take place between December 14th and 

January 5th all throughout the Western Hemisphere, 

from the northernmost count that takes place in the 

Arctic Bay of Canada, south to the Drake Passage 

off the coast of Argentina.  

Do you find yourself asking, “How can I get 

involved?”  I’m so glad you asked.  Luckily for 

you, you don’t have to travel around the globe to 

participate!  There are two Christmas Bird Counts 

taking place right here in Butler County.  All 

birding skill levels are welcome.  

• Oxford Area Bird Count: Saturday, 

December 14th from 7:00 a.m. –  

12:00 p.m.  Meet at Miami  

University’s Ecology Research  

Center at 5806 Somerville Road, Oxford, 

OH 45056 at 7:00 a.m.  Contact Larry 

Gersbach at larrygers@aol.com for details.  

• Hamilton-Fairfield Area Bird Count: 

Saturday, December 14th from 7:00 a.m. – 

7:00 p.m.  This bird count is sponsored by 

the  

Cincinnati Bird Club.  Contact Mike Busam at 

mbusam@gmail.com for meeting location and 

details.  

  
 

 

 

Critter Corner 

 

It’s always interesting when visiting foreign 

shores to see what kinds of critters are to be 

found.  This 6” caterpillar was found munching 

on frangipani leaves in a Bajan churchyard.  I 

guess that this is appropriate, since it’s a 

frangipani hornworm.  This larval state of a 

hawk moth is found throughout the Caribbean 

basin.  Although fond of mimicking poisonous 

coral snakes, these are mostly harmless (unless 

you count scaring the bejeepers out of bug-o-

phobes).  The use of such bright colors to make 

predators think the wearer is poisonous, or bad-

tasting, is called “aposematic”.  The viceroy 

butterfly is another example of this behavior.  

Remember the next time you find hornworms 

on your frangipani that at least their high 

visibility makes it easy to pluck them off. 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

  
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


