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Letter from the President

Last monthwe were saddened to receive news that
Robin Jamesdé father had
motorcycle accident that resulted in his death. All
our sympathies go out to Robin and her family.

From personal experienceknow how hard it is to

lose a parent after a long illness. At least in that
case we had a chance to make preparatindgo

have closure. It is much harder to close an estate by
remote controfrom Florida. Please reach out with
meto offer our prgersfor the family.

See you in the parks
Bill Walker, President FOMPBC

Upcoming Events

Show and Tell on the Farm

What better way to jump into Spring than with
Show and Tell on the Farm at Chrisholm
MetroPark. Topics this month include: In Like a
Lion, out | i ke a Lamb,
Needs, Farm Sound Bingo, Who Eats a Four leaf
Clover, Help us Plow and Nesting Wreaths.

Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 67380pm
and Sunday-&@pnm.rom 2: 00

Spring Amphibians with Jeff Davis

Jeff Davis is one of the most wddhown
Herpetologist (someone whtudies amphibians

nd reptile} Join Jeff on March 17as he

&afidBrs thrl! SafmahdelRur f3m ﬁ]é}pm.
Be sure to grab your muck boots and be ready for
and adventure with the ampians.

Flash Light Egg Hunt

Are you ready for a nighttime special delivery?
Come out to FR Wildlife Preserve on Friday March
23 from 8:3011:00pm but make sure to bring your
Flashlight and join in the fun! Participants will hunt
for one dozen egdgse be exchanged for Bags of
goodies. Be on the look out for the& .DEN

EGG.

9:00 p.m.: 3- to 5-year-old hunt

9:15 p.m.: 6- to 8-year-old hunt,

9:30 p.m.: 9- to 12-year-old hunt

9:45 p.m.: Family Hunt (if you have multiple

A B Ccaged chyjdren ihaf wapi tojpartcigate togeshary

Dog-Gone Bone Hunt

Grab the leash and head out to Rentschler Forest
(Reigart Rd. Entrance) on Sunday MarcH #%m
12:004:00pm for & egg hunt designed just for the
dogs! Plastic eggs filled with dog treats will be
Hiddenover a welldefined area of the park. Find a


https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-fBATcKtkXqA/VPKZGsFec-I/AAAAAAAAeig/OwACPBeuwIw/s1600/lion-and-lamb-lie-down-together1%2B(1).jpg&imgrefurl=http://cliffmass.blogspot.com/2015/02/lions-lambs-and-march-weather.html&docid=n5ErwoZC3lLtQM&tbnid=CgZKVlYT_6_o7M:&vet=10ahUKEwim8JKQxcnZAhXBtVkKHcAbCgAQMwhmKB0wHQ..i&w=1600&h=840&bih=616&biw=1324&q=lion lamb free image&ved=0ahUKEwim8JKQxcnZAhXBtVkKHcAbCgAQMwhmKB0wHQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLmPjcxsnZAhXGmVkKHaxaB7cQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://www.amphibianfact.com/long-tailed-salamander.asp&psig=AOvVaw3F1KMu6DTvl1aJ1Jnm0kGx&ust=1519939681802437
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://m5.paperblog.com/i/144/1442027/top-10-clue-hunting-dogs-on-easter-egg-hunts-L-lGhIwI.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://en.paperblog.com/top-10-clue-hunting-dogs-on-easter-egg-hunts-1442027/&docid=zk7z7Vf5O8JQmM&tbnid=fim2tBVbPYXhQM:&vet=10ahUKEwj9yOLMy8nZAhVHrVkKHYyMB2UQMwh9KDowOg..i&w=460&h=404&bih=616&biw=1324&q=dog bone easter egg hunt&ved=0ahUKEwj9yOLMy8nZAhVHrVkKHYyMB2UQMwh9KDowOg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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golden egg which can be redeemed for a special
prize. Actives will include: Shopping at dog
friendly vendor, concessions, obstacle course,
socializing time, and hiking around the park.

Event Rules: We askat all dogs are welbehaved,
socialized, and have current vaccinations. One dog
per handler. Stoop and scoop rules apply, we will

provide poop bags and garbage cans at the event for

your use. Dogs must remain on a leash at all times
during the event.

Spring Fever Camp

Ready to shake off the winter blues and jump into
spring? Campers who are itching to get outdoors
will enjoy this 2day camp at Rentschler Forest
Metro Park with outdoor actives, crafts, and games
on Monday and Tuesday ApritZ°. from 900am
4:00pm.

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County
calendar of Events

March
17" | 10am12pm | Spring Salamandel
Amphibians with | Run
Jeff Davis
239 | 8:30-11:00pm | Flashlight Egg FR
Hunt Wildlife
Preserve
25th | 12:004:00pm | Dog-Gone Bone | Rentschler
Hunt Forest
April 2nd. | 9:00am Spring Fever Rentschler
39 | 4:00pm Camp Forest

Be on the Look out for these future events

Kites N MPX,Big Week of Birding in Butler
County, Richter Day Celebration, and Gardening
Camps.

Did You Know

Kroger Community Rewards Update
FOMPBC organization # 5599

Kroger is committed to helping our communities
grow and prospeiYear after year, local schools,
churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4
million in Greater Cincinnati, Ddon andNorthern
Kentucky through their Community Rewards
program. FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful
organizations that benefit from this program.

How Can YOU Help Us?

Il n April 2017 Kroger 6s
Rewards process and software. A#\pfil,
supporters will no longer have to-earoll their
Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your
organizationThis will make it easier for you to
support us! Please take a moment and make sure
you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC.
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity
RewardsNow

Once youodre enrolled yo
FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus
Card.

Amazon Smile
What is Amazon Smile?

Amazon Smilds a simple and automatic way for
you and your family to support FOMPBC every
time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you.
Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to
https://smile.amazon.camyou will find the exact
same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the
bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the
purchase price to FOMPBC.

Save the Date

Friends of MetroParkButler Countywill be having
its 2018 AnnualMeeting on Wednesday, AprilL16
pm, at theChrisholm MetoPark,2070 Woodsdale
Road, TrentonOhio 45067 goproximately 2miles
southof Trenton.Please plan on attendirgs.
Denise QuinnPlant Manager at the MillerCoors,
Trenton, OhidBrewery wi | | present
Sustainabilityi Brewing with Zero Waste A

u

u

=)}


https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://smile.amazon.com/
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delicious meal will be proviakby S & C Café and
Catering.The dessertwill be hane nadeandfresh,
by the members of the Friends of MetroPa&ksard
of Directors.

To make a reservatiqrlease see the annual
meeting nvitation in the April issue of the Voice.
Or, call 513.593.27350r email
kochtrees@gmail.com.

Volunteer Appreciation Day

On February 28", MetroParks wel comed volunteers
to the Reagan Lodge at VOA to thank them for their
efforts and contributions during 2017. A good time
was had by all.
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Early Vegetable Planting

The gardening itch has arrived with the seed
magazines in the mail. Have no féarou can start
gardening now. What, you say? Gardening in late
winter? Yes, we can plant cool weather crops such
as lettuce, kale, mustard greens, spinach, carrots,
cabbage, and potatoes in March by utilizing a cold
frame. Itis fun to plan ahead and create a planting
schedule iraccordance to soil temperature, not the
air temperature.

What is a cold frame? This is a small boxlike
structure made of wood, plastic, glass or even straw
bales. The straw bales can be upcycled and used as
mulch in the garden to keep weeds dowifthe

cold frame protects the vegetables from the outdoor
elements. There are two options: seeds can be
directly sowed inside cold frame or the young plants
that have been hardeneff can be transplanted

inside the cold frame. A frost coverr fcroosve r 0
can be used as additional protection from the cold
weather. It is suspended above the plants and made
of either lightweight polyester or polyethylene

fabric.

Some of our root vegetable crops will survive the
entire winter outdoors as long they are covered
with protective mulch such as straw. Examples in
this case are beets, onions, rutabaga, carrots,
potatoes, turnips, leeks, and radishes.

The earliest spring harvests come from fall crops
that over winter and start growing againsasn as
the conditions are right
lettuce, other vegetables good for early planting
include peas, broccoli, cauliflower, and brussels
sprouts.

Lowest soil temperatures that seed will germinate;

35° F- lettuce, onions, parsnipspinach

40°-45°F- beets, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower,
parsley, peas, radish, turnips

50°F- swiss chard

60°Fi beans

70°-75°F1 cucumbers, pumpkins, squash
75°F and up tomatoes, pepper, eggplant, okra

Are you excited about gardening in 2018%e
Great news$ the Middletown Community Gardens
at 800 Lafayette Avenue, Middletown, OH 45044
are available for rent now by calling 5887-5835,
emailingprograms@ YourMetroParks.nat check
us out on the website atvw.YourMetroParks.net

Native Gardening for Spring

As the new year rolls on and the snows melt, we
approach that very special time of year when
Mother Nature defrosts the earth and gives way to

new i fe. | t 6 s #nesfgeam ¢
when the§ can flnaIIy begln their beloved annual

activity, B € S| Afgreenso suc
Drum roll pleaseéspring
still a |ittheanwarinhyt h

plannirg and preparing for your garden. But before
you begin your preparatisnlhave a little secret


http://www.yourmetroparks.net/
http://www.yourmetroparks.net/
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t h at ke to&hére that will save you time, money,
and back pain. Should we do another drum roll?

No? Anyway, the secret is to plant native species!
Native species are plants that naturally occur in a
particular region oenvironment. Planting native
species in your garden is not only beneficial for

you, but for nature as well. Native plants are
inherently adaptel or t he ar esalds cl
Because of this, they are very low maintenance.

This means that you canveamoney on water,

fertilizer, mulches, topsoil, pain medicine, and so

on. Thisalsomeansou can spend t he
saveby watching butterflies, birds, and other
wildlife flock to your native garden. If you plant it,
they will come. Native plantare a vital element in
Oh i tma@ad<xhains, they provide essential habitats
for wildlife, promote biodiversity, and help to
control erosion.

Are you convinced yet? To help you get started,
her ebs a plantsshat am hative to Oleon
Black-eyed Susan, Blue False Indigo, Columbine,
Blue Flag Iris, Butterfly Weed, Goldenrod, Smooth
Penstemon, and Swamp Milkweed. Be sure to
check with your local plant nursery to see what they
have to offer. Happy gardening!

-Stephanie McCabe, Program Leader

Just back from sunny, warm Orange Beach,
Alabama. (Temperaturesinthe80s1 eat your
hearts out!) Not only humans were enjoying the
weather, as you can see in the picture above. Here
brown pelicans, laughing gulls, and a double-
crested cormorant are seen enjoying the
unseasonable weather. Just out of the picture was a
common loon (the feathered kind, not the
photographer). Please be patient, soon we will be
enjoying the Great Week of Birding here in Ohio.
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March Vol unteer
Dog Gone Bone Hunt12:00p.m. 7 4:00 p.m.
When: March 25, 2018

Shifts available: 10:00 a.m: 2:00 p.m. & 1:30
p.m.7 4:30 p.m.

Where: Rentschler Forest MetroPark, Reigart
Road Area5701 Reigart Road Fairfield
TownshipOH 45011

What: Looking for 810 volunteers ages 12 and
up to work with people and dog#rior tothe
event, need assistance filling the eggs with
treats. Setup and cleanup hetlgeded day of the
event as well as lewith hiding the eggs,
registration, prizéable and performing as the
Easter Bunny!

Flashlight Eqg Hunt 8:30 p.m.7 11:00 p.m.
When: March 23, 2018

Shifts available: 6:30 p.m.i 9:00 p.m. & 8:00
p.m.7 11:30 p.m.

Where: Forest Run MetroPark, Wildlife
Preservel810 New London Road Hamilton OH
45013

When: March 30, 2018
Shifts available: 6:30 p.mi 9:00 p.m. & 8:00
p.m.7T 11:30 p.m.

Where: Elk Creek MetroPark, Sebald Park
Area 5580 Elk Creek Road Middletown OH
45042

What: Looking for 1612 volunteers ages 14
and up. Will work with children. Able to

work in the dark on uneven grounBlease

bring your own flashlight oheadlamp.Prior

to the event, assistance is needed counting and
filling the eggs. Setup and cleanup help

needed the day of the event as well as help
hiding eggs, filling egg, registration,

collection of eggs at end of hunt.

Op fites NP 18:00 g mj- 680g.m.

When: April 8, 2018

Shifts available: 10:00 a.mi 2:30 p.m. and 2:00
p.m.7 6:00 p.m.

Where: Voice of Ameaica MetroPark, Athletic
Complex Practice Field3850 VOA Park Drive
West Chester OH 45069

What: Looking for 3635 volunteers ages 14+ to
help with registration, kite makingarachute
running, concessions and more!

Opening Day on the Trails Wildflower Hike

1:00 p.m.T 3:00 p.m.

When: April 8, 2018

Where: Rentschler Forest MetroPark, Riverside

Fire Pit 5701 Reigart Road Fairfield Township
OH 45011

What: Looking for 12 adult wlunteers to
assist with registration, hike and whave
knowledge of Ohio wildflowers.

Garden Explorer & Junior Master Gardener
Camps10:00a.m.T 2:00 p.m.

When: April 28, 2018 & September 15, 2018

Where: Chrisholm MetroParkHistoric
Farmstead2070 Woodsdale Road Trenton OH
45067

What: Looking for 36 volunteers ages 1”4 to
assist with preparation of camp materiamp
setup day of registrationVill work with
children and animal

Ongoing Service Op
Eeeder Fill

When: Flexible-Year Round
Where: Forest Run Welcome Center

1976 Timberman Road Hamilton OH
45013

What: Families & Adults who volunteer will
fill bird feeders at the bird viewing arézcated
at the Welcome Center in the Timberman Ridge
Area of Forest RuMetroPark. Filling feeders
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takes approximately 30 minutes and should be
done onl or 2 days each week between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. By filling
feeders and maintaining the feedeea,
MetroParks is able to provide arcellent
location for viewing birds. If interested, contact
Zach Marcum at

zmarcum@ YourMetroParks.net schedule
training.

Nest Box Monitor Training
When:  Saturday, February 17, 2018

Where: Chrisholm MetroPark, Historic
Farmstead Augspurger Hoy2®70 Woodsdale
Road, Trenton OH 45067

Register: by February 14, 201Bmail Zach
Marcum atzmarcum@ YourMetroParks.net
What: Learn about becoming a volunteer Nest
Box Monitor with MetroParks! Volunteeire
needed to monitor nest boxes ever® @ays from
the beginning of Marcthrough the end of
August. Monitors will record data to be submdit
to theCornell Lab of Ornithology. Monitoring
sites are available in several parks. Nexst
Monitoring is a great way to learn about nesting
birds and collect voluntedrours to be redeemed
for rewads!

Trail Ambassadorsi_Great Miami River Trail
When: Flexible

Where: Great Miami River Trail Trenton to
Middletown Section

What: Trail Ambassadors monitor the trail at
least 4 hours a month on their bicycle. Trail
Ambassdors report maintenance and safety
concerns to MetroParks staff, ass$iatl users
when necessary, provide information to trail
users, and perform lightail maintenance.
Contact Amy Pellman
apellman@YourMetroParks.nfgr more
information.

Group Service Projects
When: Flexible

Where: Flexible

What: MetroParks always has various
projects for groups to complete! If you have a

youth group, church group, student group, or
business group that is interestedscheduling a

private service day, contact Amy Pellman

apellman@YourMetroParks.nfetr more

information.

Program Event & Preparation Support

When: Flexible
Where: Multiple Locations

What: Park Connections staff presents

multiple education, recreation, and conservation

programs and events throughout the year.

Volunteers are needed to help witteparing for

MetroParks events and program®lihteers

may create craftgrepare signage, organize
materials and supplies, clean materials and
supplies, andther general tasks and volunteer
for the program itself. Contact Amy Pellman
apellman@YourMetrofrks.net

Welcome Center- Voice of America MetroPark

When: Weekends

Where: Voice of America MetroParlRonald
Reagan Lodge, 7850 VOA Park Drive, West

Chester OH 45069

What: Volunteers are needed at the Welcome

Center at Voice of America MetroPark.

Welcome park customer/owners with a smile,

provide information about prograrasd the
parks. Training providedContact Claudia

Whitacre

cwhitacre@YourMetroParks.net
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