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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for wild 

horses (or to send one off seeking a 

chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule a 

visit at the same time that hurricane 

Maria was passing by offshore in a 

huff (and puff).  Luckily, no 

significant storm damage or rains, 

just gusty winds.  Trips to the beach 

were limited by high surf, rip tides, 

blowing seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our shadows 

would have blown loose!)  A few 

showers fell on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, but not enough to 

drown you if you looked up. 

Hatteras and Ocracoke Islands were 

under mandatory evacuation orders 

for non-residents from Monday 

until 1pm Thursday, when the 

bridge from the north reopened.   
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January Board Meeting 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Wednesday, January 10, 2018 

At 

Butler County Historical Society 

327 N 2nd Street, Hamilton, OH 45011 

7:00-9:00 PM 

Members and interested parties are 

welcome to attend 
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Letter from the President  

Happy New Year to one and all!  After listening to 

everyone complain last month about winter 

tiptoeing in like a pussy cat, Christmas and New 

Year’s week went out more like a snow leopard.  

The trouble with cold, sunny weather is that your 

shadow tends to freeze to the pavement!  Speaking 

of pavement, I was quite surprised yesterday to look 

out the front window and find a great blue heron 

standing on my front sidewalk looking in the dining 

room window.  I’m not sure what he expected to 

find, but he certainly complained as he flew away 

empty-beaked. 

Don’t let a little cold weather keep you indoors this 

month!  Join us on January 20 at the Timberman 

Ridge Welcome Center for a winter tree 

identification walk. 

See you in the parks, 

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

Show and Tell on the Farm 

 

The days are shorter, and the weather is cooler but 

the farm on is still bustling.  Show and Tell on the 

Farm is continuing at Chrisholm Metropark in 

January.    

 

 

Winter Wizardry Camp 

 

 

Calling All Muggles age 6-9  

Who is ready for a little wizardry fun? Allow the 

Hat to sort you and then create your own Wand! 

Campers will have fun with science, geocaching, 

crafting and recreation with a “magical” twist.  

Camp will be at Voice of America(VOA) from 

9am-4pm. On January 15th.  

Blue Moon Hike 

 

A Once in a Blue Moon event  

 

 
 

The first three months of 2018 has two Blue Moons 

and even a Black Moon. Enjoy the blue moon rising 

while you take a mid-week night hike near the 

Great Miami River on January 31st from 6:30-

8:30pm at Rentschler Forest Metro Park   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwio0urA9vPXAhXBTSYKHZVTDZcQjRwIBw&url=https://www.facebook.com/RoosterRobs/photos/a.463014567117712.1073741827.462808193805016/1158204337598728/?type%3D3&psig=AOvVaw3o78qIZlYIHJwIGkNi3xlo&ust=1512599398532425
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.pinimg.com/736x/df/53/60/df53608674f4bb8d8b4cc421db04d36d--moon-shadow-moon-art.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/creativelyun/moon/&docid=v9QzQdrSIjh1fM&tbnid=V96HsrG7t9TXAM:&vet=10ahUKEwjh6bONzLrYAhXSS98KHUSCAEEQMwhkKBswGw..i&w=570&h=713&bih=687&biw=1477&q=Once in a blue moon tree &ved=0ahUKEwjh6bONzLrYAhXSS98KHUSCAEEQMwhkKBswGw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Murder Mystery Dinner  

Come out to Voice of America for a night of 

mystery and dinner. Included with your ticket is a 

three course meal and unlimited soda, tea and 

coffee. Adult beverages will be available for 

purchase. The Murder Mystery Co. will be there 

putting on a spectacular show that you get to join in 

and be part of the adventure in solving the mystery. 

The show will begin at 6:00pm and will last 3-4 

hours, please arrive 30 minutes early. Come dressed 

in costume to make for a more interesting evening. 

All shows are rated PG-13.  

Below are the themes for each show:  

 February 10, 2018 - Dance with Death, 1950's 

Prom 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

FOMPBC 2017 Calendar of Events 
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Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # 5599 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 

How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity

RewardsNow 

 Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for 

FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus 

Card. 

Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

https://smile.amazon.com.  You will find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to FOMPBC. 

 

Winter at MetroParks 

By Lynette Dean, Program Manager, Park 

Connections 

I was asked by someone, “So, what do you do in the 

winter time since the parks are closed?”  It’s not the 

first time I’ve been asked that question.  There is a 

misconception that parks, in general, shut down 

during the winter months.  That is far from true.  

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://smile.amazon.com/
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There are many ways to enjoy the parks even in the 

winter months.  Bundle up for a winter hike, 

observe the winter wildlife, build a snowman, have 

a snowball fight or join us for the upcoming 

programs below. 

Winter Break Night Hike, Wed., December 27 6:00 

p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at Forest Run MetroParks’ 

Wildlife Preserve 

Mystery of the Winter Woods – Winter Tree ID, 

Sat. January 20, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 a.m. Forest Run 

MetroParks’ Timberman Ridge 

Blue Moon Hike, Wed., January 31, 6:30 p.m. – 

8:30 p.m. at Rentschler Forest MetroParks’ Reigart 

Road Area 

 

Woodcock Wooing, Sat., February 10, 5:30 p.m. – 

7:00 p.m. Elk Creek MetroParks’ Sebald park Area 

‘Owl at the Black Moon, Sat., February 24, 6:30 

p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Governor Bebb MetroPark 

There will also be two school’s day out camps on 

Monday January 15th and Monday February 19th as 

well as Show & Tells on the Farm Thursdays at 

10:00 a.m. and Sundays at 2:00 p.m. PM. You can 

also   pre-register for the Salamander Adventure 

program that will occur when the Indian Creek 

salamanders migrate. 

Behind the scenes MetroParks staff members are 

busy preparing for the upcoming warmer weather 

seasons.  Operations staff are planning the priorities 

for park maintenance. Finance staff are working on 

the new fiscal year’s budget.  Planning is involved 

in upcoming park projects. Park Connections staff 

are working on the details of all the programs, 

special events and service days that will roll out 

next year.  All MetroParks departments are busy 

getting ready for 2018. 

 

Animals in Winter  

What do we do to make it through the cold winter? 

Drink hot chocolate with marshmallows, wear 

warm socks and fun colored long johns.  How do 

our resident animals survive the cold, harsh winter 

months?   They have 3 choices: migrate, tolerate or 

hibernate. Did you know that we have animals 

hibernating the winter wonderland away below our 

feet? Groundhogs (otherwise known as woodchucks 

and whistle pigs) spend a lot of time preparing for 

this annual body changing experience. Starting in 

late summer, these furry critters increase their 

intake of plants to build up their fat reserves. How 

does an animal survive months with only fat 

reserves for nourishment? Groundhogs undergo a 

severe change as they prepare for this hibernation 

state. To appreciate what is occurring, let’s compare 

humans to groundhogs. Humans go into mild 

hypothermia if our body temperature drops 3 

degrees F and comatose by 90 degrees F. The body 

temperature of the groundhog goes from 99 degrees 

F to as low as 38 degrees F. Their temperature isn’t 

the only thing that changes drastically. Their heart 

rate will be reduced from 90 beats per minute to 

about 5 beats per minute, too.    

Besides eating more vegetation (to the chagrin of 

some gardeners), they also prepare winter housing 

by building a burrow in a wooded or brushy area 

below the frost line. This helps to keep their 

immediate environment at a stable temperature. In 

general, a groundhog’s burrow can range in length 
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from 8 to 66 feet with multiple levels, chambers and 

exits.    

Groundhogs hibernate in late fall for about three 

months. The males will awaken early and venture 

out of their dens to make house calls on the females 

as early as February. After checking on potential 

mates, these “Romeos” return to bed and sleep till 

March.    

The timing of mating is important, as with many 

other animal species. If the babies are born too late, 

they can’t get enough weight put on for the 

upcoming winter season. If they are born too early, 

there isn’t enough food available to survive. Unlike 

their prairie dog cousins, ground hogs are basically 

loners; except during mating season. The babies are 

born naked and blind and once weaned are 

encouraged to begin their loner lifestyle like their 

parents. 

 

How does the most famous groundhog 

Punxsutawney Phil from Pennsylvania help us 

besides predict the final date of winter on February 

2, 2018? Scientists are studying how the 

groundhog’s brain doesn’t utilize as much oxygen 

while it is in hibernation. They want to apply this 

principle to a human brain to help alleviate stroke 

damage. They are also studying the hormone which 

helps the whistle pig relax into hibernation for use 

in transplants and heart attack patients. And some 

gardeners thought they were only pests…                                       

by Lara Askill (Ag Ed Farm Manager) 

 

Winter Tree Identification 

Many of us are used to relying on leaves to help us 

identify the type of tree.  That works fine for half 

the year, but what do we do the rest of the time?  

Evergreens are usually not too much of a challenge.  

Thorns, nuts, seeds, and bark are other useful 

characteristics that can help identify similar looking 

trees, as can the overall shape of the tree itself.  

Come and join us at Timberman Ridge Welcome 

Center on January 20th to learn the secrets of the 

MadBuck and other tree ID secrets. 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

  



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


