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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for wild 

horses (or to send one off seeking a 

chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule a 

visit at the same time that hurricane 

Maria was passing by offshore in a 

huff (and puff).  Luckily, no 

significant storm damage or rains, 

just gusty winds.  Trips to the beach 

were limited by high surf, rip tides, 

blowing seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our shadows 

would have blown loose!)  A few 

showers fell on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, but not enough to 

drown you if you looked up. 

Hatteras and Ocracoke Islands were 

under mandatory evacuation orders 

for non-residents from Monday 

until 1pm Thursday, when the 

bridge from the north reopened.   
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May Board Meeting 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Chrisholm MetroPark 

2070 Woodsdale Road, Trenton, OH 45067 

7:00-9:00 PM 

Members and interested parties are welcome to 

attend 
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Letter from the President  

May is here and the weather seems to be giving 

Spring a kiss and a promise in its haste to welcome 

Summer.  As we all know, weather in Ohio should 

usually be spelled “whether”.  There are a lot of 

opportunities in the parks to enjoy the approach of 

temperate conditions.  This week is the Biggest 

Week of Birding, ending in a Medicinal and Edible 

Plant Workshop.  Check out Upcoming Events for 

more fun opportunities. 

See you in the parks, 

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC 

Upcoming Events 

Show and Tell on the Farm 

 

Come out and enjoy spring on the farm with Show 

and Tell on the Farm at Chrisholm MetroPark. 

Topics this month include: May Day, Herbalicious, 

Magnificent Moms, Dandelion Delight, Goat 

Jamboree, Busy Bees and Bug Bites.   

Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 6:30-7:30pm 

and Sunday’s from 2:00-4:00pm except for Mothers 

Day’s and Memorial Day.  

 

Medicinal and Edible Plant Workshop 

 

Want to learn about the various edible plants of 

Ohio and their medicinal properties?  Join the  

edible plants Workshop on Saturday May 5th from  

10:00am-2:00pm at Governor Bebb. Participants 

will take an educational hike to find these plants 

and then create your own edible plant supplement to 

take home.  Don’t for get to bring a lunch for the 

break.   

Program is for Adults and/or Teens with parental 

guardian.    

Annual Pioneer Salute  

 

Join the Annual Salute to the Pioneers celebration at 

Indian Creek Pioneer Church and cemetery on 

Sunday May 20th 2:30-4:30pm at Indian Creek 

Metro Park.  Sue Jones will be a guest speaker and 

will share the “the History of Quilts in America”.  

Bring quilts old and new for display or consultation 

with Ms. Jones.  
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Hump Day Concert Series 

 

Need a little Mid-Week pick me up? Come out to 

Voice of America MetroPark and enjoy live Music, 

Food & Family Fun Wednesday May 30th at 

7:00pm for the start of the Hump Day concert 

series.  

The Concert Series will kick off with The Belairs 

50’s and 60’s Rock n Roll Show Band. 

The tentative dates for concerts: 

May 30: The Belairs (50s & 60s/Las Vegas Show Band) 

June 6: Frontier (Soft Rock/Country) 

June 13: Parrots of the Caribbean (Jimmy Buffett 

Tribute) 

June 20: The Kelsey Mira Band (Pop/Top 40s) 

 June 27: David Gerald (Rock-N-Soul) 

July 11: Jake Gill (Country Rock/Pop) 

July 18: The McCartney Project & Vinyl Sunshine 

(Beatles/British Invasion) 

July 25: Jamison Road (Modern Country) 

August 1: The SunBurners (Island Party/Steel Drum) 

August 8: Dat Band (Rock/Soul/Funk/R&B) 

August 15: DV8 (Rock) 

August 22: Stagger Lee (Country Rock)  

 

 

Big Week of Birding 

 

The Big Week of Birding in Butler County is 

starting and by OWL means join us at one of these 

great events.  

Be sure to check out the MetroParks website for all 

Big Week of Birding activities. Owl promise you 

won’t Regret it.   

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

calendar of Events  

 May      

 5th 10:00am-

2:00pm 
  Medicinal and 

Edible Plant 

Workshop.  

 Governor 

Bebb  

20th 2:30-4:30  Salute to the 

Pioneers   

Indian Creek  

     

 

Be on the Lookout for these future events  

Mojo Triathlon and Cardboard Regatta,  

Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # 5599 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 
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How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity

RewardsNow 

Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for 

FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus 

Card. 

Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

https://smile.amazon.com.  You will find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to FOMPBC. 

 

Don’t Forget!! 
It’s that time of year again.  Annual dues need to be 

paid this month.  Individuals owe $10 per year, 

while family memberships are only $15 per year.  

Please complete the attached form and bring it with 

your dues to the Annual Meeting on April 11th at 

Chrisholm MetroPark.  (You have already made a 

reservation for the meeting, and sent your RSVP to 

Roger Koch, haven’t you?)  Remember, only dues 

paid members are eligible to vote in the election of 

new board members, and to attend Members Only 

activities.  Hope we see you there! 

 

Volunteers Needed 
The Board of Directors of Friends of MetroParks of 

Butler County presently has three vacancies.  We 

ask interested members to contact your editor, Bill 

Walker, at bug_jock@yahoo.com .to volunteer to 

bring new blood and ideas to the board.  If you are 

interested, please let us know.  Interested parties are 

welcome to visit a board meeting to learn more. 

Invasive Watch: Teasel 
Spring is a good time to work on non-native 

invasive plants.  One plant the Land Stewardship 

Unit at MetroParks targets this time of year is 

Teasel.  Two types grow in the MetroParks, 

common teasel and cut-leaved teasel. Common 

Teasel has purple flowers and cut-leaved has white 

flowers.  Teasel is a biennial that grows during its 

first season as a rosette and then in its second year 

produces a flowering stalk.  It is highly competitive 

and will grow in dense patches.  Each plant can 

produce up to 2,000 seeds and if left untreated can 

form dense monocultures that outcompete native 

plants (photo 1).  

 

Photo 1. Teasel in winter forming monoculture 

How to identify? Look for the following:   

- Large wavy leaves growing in pairs cupping 

the stem (photo 2).  

- Prominent white line dividing leaves.   

- Prickly stems.  

- Cone shaped flower head with purple or 

white flowers (photo 3).  

 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:bug_jock@yahoo.com
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Photo 2. Teasel Rosette Patch  

MetroParks uses a variety of techniques to control 

this plant.  It is important to match the appropriate 

control method to the plants life stage and time of 

year.    

If you notice this plant on your property, there are a 

few methods you can use to control it.  For small 

populations of Teasel you can hand pull the rosettes 

when the soil is wet. If the plant has flowered, use 

hand pruners to carefully cut the flower heads, 

immediately drop into bag, and dispose of.  Be 

careful, seeds easily fall off the head and can be 

dispersed onto the ground. Do not put this plant in 

your compost, because it will spread. You should 

also revisit the plant throughout the growing season 

because it will likely grow new flower heads.  

For larger areas, you can mow the area frequently to 

prevent the plant from flowering.  One mowing will 

not be enough because it will produce new flower 

heads after the first cutting.  Often a foliar spray 

application may be necessary.  Match the 

appropriate herbicide to your area and always 

follow product label guidelines.   

It is important not to ignore this plant in your yard 

or field.  Teasel is so aggressive that it will displace 

the other plants growing in the same area.  For 

questions or more information on invasive plants 

and plant control, contact the Land Stewardship 

Unit at MetroParks of Butler County.   

  

Photo 3and 4. Teasel flower head  

 

MetroParks of Butler County Wildflowers  
By Shawnee Banks  

Spring has arrived and so have the wildflowers. We 

investigated some different species at our April 

wildflower hike at Rentschler Forest MetroPark. 

Look at some of the species we found!   

Bloodroot, a part of the Poppy Family, has a single 

white flower that grows up through the middle of 

the leaf (Niering, 1979). The plant produces a red 

juice from the roots which was used for dying 

clothes and baskets by the Native Americans (Henn, 

1998).  

 Bloodroot at Rentschler Forest MetroPark – 

Cascades Trail  

  



 The Voice of the Turtle, May, 2018 

 6 

Rue Anemone, in the Buttercup Family, is a 

perennial that loves forests and woodland habitats 

(Henn, 1998). This plant, often mistaken for wood 

anemone, is made up of three lobed compound 

leaves with about 2 to 3 flowers per stalk (Niering, 

1979; Henn, 1998). Be sure to get out and see this 

flower soon as it’s blooming period is coming to an 

end.  

Rue Anemone at Rentschler Forest MetroPark  – 

Cascades Trail  

There are many other wildflowers to watch 

out for that are currently in bloom including 

Dutchman’s Breeches, Cut-leafed Toothwort, 

Spring Beauty, Toad Shade (Sessile Trillium), 

Violets and many more. Be aware of those 

tricky invasive species that might look 

beautiful but are harmful to our local 

biodiversity including Lesser Celandine, 

Garlic Mustard, Amur Honeysuckle, 

Periwinkle and more.  

 

Dutchman’s Breeches at Rentschler Forest 

MetroPark – Cascades Trail  

Join us in your local MetroParks of Butler 

County in search of more wildflowers. Be on 

the lookout for Large Flowered Trillium, 

Mayapple, and Solomon’s Seal soon to bloom 

(Henn, 1998). Let’s get outdoors and find an 

adventure!  

References  

Niering, William. The Audubon Society Field 

Guide to North American Wildflowers. New 

York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1979. Print.     

Henn, Robert. Wild Flowers of Ohio.  Bloomington: 

Indiana University Press, 1998. Print.   

FoMPBC Awarded Christine 

Humpries Impact Grant 

 

Congratulations to Robin James and Carri Mosier, 

FoMPBC board members, for their hard work in 

earning the Christine Humphries Impact Grant to 

expand the dog park facilities at Voice of America 

MetroPark.  This $40,000 grant is awarded for 

projects whose impact helps create a stronger, more 

vibrant community.  The three main criteria of a 

project’s impact are parks, pets, and quality of life.  

This project was judged to best fit these needs 

among applications from the West Chester and 

Liberty Township area.  Good work, ladies! 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

  



 

  



 

 
 



 

 
  



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


