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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for wild 

horses (or to send one off seeking a 

chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule a 

visit at the same time that hurricane 

Maria was passing by offshore in a 

huff (and puff).  Luckily, no 

significant storm damage or rains, 

just gusty winds.  Trips to the beach 

were limited by high surf, rip tides, 

blowing seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our shadows 

would have blown loose!)  A few 

showers fell on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, but not enough to 

drown you if you looked up. 

Hatteras and Ocracoke Islands were 

under mandatory evacuation orders 

for non-residents from Monday 

until 1pm Thursday, when the 

bridge from the north reopened.   
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December Board Meeting 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Wednesday, December 13th 

At 

Butler County Historical Society 

327 N 2nd Street, Hamilton, OH 45011 

7:00-9:00 PM 

Members and interested parties are 

welcome to attend 
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Letter from the President  

December started off with Brilliant Bebb – a visit to 

an Ohio Christmas celebration on the frontier.  For a 

change, the weather was dry and pleasant, instead of 

snowy or rainy.  This year’s festivities included 

several new features, including reindogs, Father 

Christmas, and frontier sheriffs. 

Still to come in December are the start of this 

season’s Murder Mystery series, breakfast with 

Santa, and Show-and-Tell on the Farm. 

Don’t let a little cold weather keep you indoors this 

month! 

See you in the parks, 

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC 

Brilliant Bebb 2017 

 

Father Christmas and Reindog John 
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Upcoming Events 
 

 

Show and Tell on the Farm 

 

The days are shorter, and the weather is cooler but 

the farm on is still bustling.  Show and Tell on the 

Farm is continuing at Chrisholm Metropark in 

December and January.  Upcoming topics include: 

Winter is for the Birds, Farm Thaumatropes, 

Holiday time, Soap on a Rope and presents for the 

Animals.    

 

 
Breakfast with Santa  

 

There is still time to sign up for the fun family event 

at Voice of America on Dec 16th 12:30-3:00pm.  

Enjoy a buffet, entertainment by Charlie Cadabra, 

and of course a visit with Santa.  A photo of your 

visit with Santa is available for a small fee.  

Registration closes on 12/11/2017.  

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwio0urA9vPXAhXBTSYKHZVTDZcQjRwIBw&url=https://www.facebook.com/RoosterRobs/photos/a.463014567117712.1073741827.462808193805016/1158204337598728/?type%3D3&psig=AOvVaw3o78qIZlYIHJwIGkNi3xlo&ust=1512599398532425
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Winter Break Night Hike 

 

Come out to Forest Run Metro Park on December 

27th at 6pm for a winter night hike. Whether you are 

walking off the Christmas goodies, or getting a 

jump on your New Year’s resolution, it will be fun 

for the whole family. Enjoy the sights and Sounds 

of a Mid-Winter hike.  

 

 
Murder Mystery Dinner  

 

Come out to Voice of America for a night of 

mystery and dinner. Included with your ticket is a 

three course meal and unlimited soda, tea and 

coffee. Adult beverages will be available for 

purchase. The Murder Mystery Co. will be there 

putting on a spectacular show that you get to join in 

and be part of the adventure in solving the mystery. 

The show will begin at 6:00pm and will last 3-4 

hours, please arrive 30 minutes early. Come dressed 

in costume to make for a more interesting evening. 

All shows are rated PG-13.  

Below are the themes for each show:  

January 5, 2018 - Murder at the Masquerade  

February 10, 2018 - Dance with Death, 1950's Prom 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

FOMPBC 2017 Calendar of Events 

Dec   18 11:00am-
3:00pm  
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Forest Run  
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Winter Break 
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Dinner  

 
VOA 
 
Forest Run 

 
VOA 

 

Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # 5599 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 

How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity

RewardsNow 

 Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for 

FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus 

Card. 

 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwicjuzP__PXAhWM1CYKHdORApsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.imable.se/Midwinter Night.html&psig=AOvVaw0I-aE-7PY1ZSczhWSYOFsH&ust=1512601975922583
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Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

https://smile.amazon.com.  You will find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to FOMPBC. 

 

 

 

 

Critter Corner 
By Bill Walker 

You’ve heard of Dasher, Dancer, Rudolph and the 

rest, but this is one of the first documented pictures 

of the elusive Reindog.  Before reindeer and Santa 

Claus, Father Christmas relied on a horse and sleigh 

to get around.  Since this was before the settling of 

the Americas and Australia, Dobbin was fast 

enough to make deliveries on Christmas Eve.  As 

exploration widened the settled parts of the world, 

Santa needed faster delivery capabilities.  This led 

to replacing the horse with reindogs.  Originally 

bred to help hunt speedy prey, the reindogs helped 

Santa cross hill and dale to deliver presents to good 

little boys and girls.  Of course, reindogs are 

incapable of flight, so this led to their ultimate 

replacement by flying reindeer 

 

That’s my story, and I’m sticking to it. 

See you in the parks! 

Bill Walker 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/


 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

  



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


