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September Board Meeting 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

Wednesday, September 13th 

At 

Butler County Historical Society 

327 N 2nd Street, Hamilton, OH 45011 

7:00-9:00 PM 

Members and interested parties are 

welcome to attend 
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Letter from the President  

How many of you viewed the solar eclipse last 

month?  My wife, Alice, and I travelled to 

Clarksville, TN, to enter the zone of totality (sounds 

like an episode of Twilight Zone, doesn’t it?).  The 

sky was clear, and nothing (except for equipment 

issues with my tripod) standing in the way of a good 

view of the eclipse.  Unfortunately, Alice had prior 

commitments the next day that required us to return 

home after the event, along with about a million of 

our closest friends.  What should have been a 5-

hour drive turned into a 12-hour parking lot.  I was 

reminded of Mark Twain’s trip down the Alps by 

glacier.  Oh well, there’s always 2024 to look 

forward to! 

Hump Day Concerts are done for the year, each 

more enjoyable than the last.  Labor Day is past and 

school back in session.  It’s not yet officially 

autumn, but nights are starting to be what my old 

granny used to refer to as “good sleeping weather”.  

Sounds like a good time to visit the parks. 

Don’t let the threat of cooler weather scare you 

(yet).  There are plenty of fun activities scheduled 

for September in our parks.  Bring your inner 

cowboy (“cowperson” may be more politically 

correct, but doesn’t trip as lightly off the tongue) to 

Horse Daze.  Volunteer for a service day at 

Governor Bebb MetroPark.  Choose which events to 

attend during the Great Outdoor Weekend. 

See you in the parks, 

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC 

Coming in September 
 

 
 

Hold your Horses!! 

HORSEDAZE is right around the corner and we 

want you to join the fun.  Lasso up the family and 

ride on over to enjoy horse rides, tractor drawn 

hayrides, horse photo opportunities, demonstrations, 

games & activates September 16th from 10am-4pm 

at Elk Creek (formerly, Sebald) MetroPark. This 

free event is brought to you by the MetroParks of 

Butler County and the Butler County Chapter of 

Ohio Horseman’s Council Inc. 

This year Friends will be offing easy to apply and 

removable temporary tattoos for free to all 

attendees. Friends will also have an informational 

booth.  To Volunteer for this event please contact 

Carri.Mosier@Gmail.com 

September 16th  

Elk Creek Park-5580 Elk Creek Road, 

Middletown OH 45402 

 

 
September is a Great time in Ohio to get 

Outdoors!!! So get out and explore our wonderful 

parks for Great Outdoor Weekend September 

23rd and September 24th . Help give back during 

the Stepping forward service day, do a little 

exploring during tracks, Scats and Signs, or try your 

hand at treasure hunting with Geocaching. Or head 

to one of the 10 MetroParks and enjoy some family 

fun and recreation, you’re sure to have a great 

weekend!!! 

Stepping Forward Service Day – September 23rd 

Is a great opportunity for individuals, families and 

groups to make a difference in our parks.  Help 

Maintain the historic Pioneer village and Governor 

Bebb MetroPark by Cleaning the outdoor village 

area and preforming trail maintenance. 

Tracks, Scats and signs-September 24th 

Explore the woods, meadow, ponds and creeks 

looking for evidence of critters.  You can bring a 

Magnifying glass, track field guide and a journal if 

you have them. Weather won’t stop us unless there 

is lighting.  September 23rd 10am-12pm 

Meet at the back Parking lot 1810 Hamilton-New 

London Rd, Hamilton Oh 45013 

 

mailto:Carri.Mosier@Gmail.com
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Geocaching 

Who doesn’t love searching for Hidden treasures?  

Geocaching- where technology meets outdoor 

recreation. This is an introductory program to learn 

how to enjoy this fun activity in MetroParks.  

September 24th 10:00am-12pm  Bicentennial 

Commons: AK Pavilion, Middletown, OH 

Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # 5599 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 

How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC.  Once 

you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for FOMPBC 

every time you shop and use your Plus Card. 

Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

Smile.Amazon.com and select FOMPBC. You will 

find the exact same low prices, vast selection and 

convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, 

with the bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 

the purchase price to FOMPBC. 

 

 

Sebald Picnic Area  

Park Spotlight  
“I Haven’t Been everywhere, but it’s on my List” 

 Susan Sontag  

 

Elk Creek Metro Park 

Elk Creek Metro Park became the largest Park 

within the Park System in November 16, 2016. On 

this date the Land know as Meadow Ridge Area of 

Elk Creek MetroPark was combined with the 

Sebald Park area.    

This Beautiful park provides views of the Wooded 

Hills and rolling meadow forming the walls of the 

creek valley while the open lawn areas of the park 

serve as recreation space.  The park has 10 covered 

Picnic shelters and multiple play grounds for 

Children in addition to hiking trails that are routed 

throughout the woods and along Elk Creek.  

Location 

5580 Elk Creek Road 

Middletown OH 45042   

 

Available recreation 

 

Birding & Wildlife 

Geocaching 

Horseback Riding 

Play Areas 

Fishing 

Hiking Trails 

Picnicking 

Walk/Run/Bike Trails  
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Facilities & Amenities  

Grills 

Outdoor Shelter (Non-reservable)  

Outdoor Shelter (Reservable) 

Playground 

Port-o-lets/latrines 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

FOMPBC 2017 Calendar of Events 

Sep 16 
 
23-24 

10am-4 pm 

 
Horse Daze 
 
Great 
Outdoor 
Weekend 

Elk Creek 
 
Multiple 
locations 

Oct 7  Barn Dance Chrisholm 

Oct  22 10am- 4pm The Howl VOA 

Dec  1 
 
2 
 
3 
 

5-9 
 
5-9 
 
4-8 pm 

Brilliant 
Bebb 
 
 
 
Brilliant 
Bebb 

Gov Bebb 
 
 
 
Gov Bebb 

 

 “Split the Pot”  

The Hump Day Concerts at VOA were quite 

successful this summer! Great musicians, good 

weather, good food, and great attendance mark the 

concert series as a great success.  The Friends group 

took a more active role in helping with the concerts 

in 2017, thanks to Robin James and Nick Lengyel 

for opening introductions. Acting on advice from a 

regular attendee to the concerts FOMPBC decided 

to raffle “Split the Pot” tickets for each concert. 

Another very successful and profitable undertaking 

for Friends of MetroParks of Butler County. 

Our share of the pot totaled over $644.00.  All 

proceeds from the “Split the Pot” will be used to 

benefit MetroParks of Butler County. (See next 

article.) 

Thanks to Ed Creighton for donating his winning 

ticket proceeds back to FOMPBC, and thanks to 

Alice Walker for regifting her 6’-tall stuffed animal 

(donated by Robin James) to a deserving young 

lady in the audience. 

Thanks to Donna Holliday and Carri Mosier for 

manning the ticket sales.  

Thanks to Bill Walker for contributing 12 beautiful 

framed nature photographs that were also given as 

prizes for the concerts. 

We Scooped the COOPS! 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County has 

purchased 2 15 hen Chicken Coops for Chrisholm 

MetroParks new Farmscape. These coops were 

purchased by funds received from a grant of 

$500.00 from the Kohls AIA program and the 

remaining $299.98 came from the Split the Pot 

proceeds from this year’s Hump Day Concert 

Series. 

Member’s Only 

Many thanks to Ed and Kathy Creighton for hosting 

a tour of the Lewis/Sample Farmstead on August 

20. What an amazing place! The tour included two 

early 19th century barns and a beautifully restored 

home filled to the brim with antiques. Also some 

great food afterwards topped off with homemade 

ice cream. Great job, Nick Lengyel for organizing 

this event. 

 

https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/innovation-pet-extra-large-green-walk-in-coop-up-to-15-chickens?cm_vc=IOPDP1
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Mud Mania 

What’s more fun than playing in the mud?  Every 

year the hill at Rentschler Forest MetroPark is 

transformed into one of the area’s largest 

waterslides, and the normally-dry swale into a mud-

filled obstacle course.   
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Fun on the Farm 

Humans and farm animals alike had a good time at 

Chrisholm MetroPark for Fun on the Farm. 
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Hump Day Concert 11 

Square Thirteen Band 
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Hump Day Concert 12 

Parrots of the Caribbean 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 

  



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


