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2017 Annual Meeting 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Woodland Trails Scout Reservation 

265 Gaspers Somers Road, Camden, Ohio 45311 

Wednesday, April 12, 2017,   6:00 – 8:30 pm  

Dinner (6:30) - Business Meeting - Program 
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Letter from the President 

I would like to say that it has been my pleasure to 

serve Friends of MetroParks of Butler County as 

your president for the last two years. Due to some 

health issues I feel that it is time to step away from 

these duties and turn them over to new leadership. I 

would like to remain on the Board of Directors and 

remain as active as possible. 

I hope that you all have made your reservations for 

the Annual Meeting on April 12. 

We do have important issues that need addressed; 

• By-Law changes need to be approved by a 

vote of the membership. 

• Election of and renewal of Board of 

Directors members also need to be approved 

by a vote of the membership. 

• Election of Officers by the Board of 

Directors.  

According to the last part of the Mission Statement 

of FOMPBC, we are to encourage and participate in 

volunteer programs for MetroParks. For 2017, we 

have selected over 10 MetroParks event in which 

we plan to participate with sponsorships, event 

participation, and or volunteer participation, along 

with financial donations for other supplies and 

prizes. 

New for our participation this year will be the Kites 

in MPX on April 8. This event has drawn very large 

crowds in the past, over 3000 people the last time it 

was held. Our plans for this event will include 

setting up the FOMPBC information table and tent, 

donation of a gift card to be used for volunteer food, 

and face painting. We also need to commit to more 

volunteers to actually help at other MetroParks 

tables and duties.  

  

Your Friend, 

 

Chuck Holliday, President FOMPBC 

 

 

Good News    Krogers Community Rewards 

Dear Community Rewards Organization: 

Thank you for being a member of the Kroger 

Community Rewards program. We are committed 

to helping our communities grow and prosper. Year 

after year, local schools, churches and other 

nonprofit organizations earn $4 million in Greater 

Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern Kentucky through 

our Community Rewards program. 

We’ve got great news to share with you! We’ve 

listened to your feedback and are making updates to 

our Community Rewards process and software. As 

of April 1, 2017, your supporters will no longer 

have to re-enroll their Kroger Plus Card to earn 

dollars for your organization. We believe this will 

make it easier for your organization and our 

customers to support you! 

Congratulations to Lara Askill 

Please help us in congratulating Lara Askill in her 

promotion into the role of Agriculture Education/ 

Farm Manager.  Lara brings a degree in Biology as 

well as extensive experience in animal husbandry, 

and program development.  Lara has already 

transitioned to a full-time schedule and will be 

transitioning from the Rentschler Forest office to 

Chrisholm Historic Farmstead within the next few 

weeks 
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Dog-Gone Easter Bone Hunt 

A Great Success! 

Over 125 dogs were registered for this event on 

April 1, no JOKE! A great turn out for such a bone 

chilling day. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
FOMPBC 2017 Calendar of Events 

Mo D Time Event Location 

Apr 1 1-4 pm Easter 
Doggone 
Bone Hunt 

Timberhill 

 8 12-5 pm Kites in MPX VOA 

 9  Eggstravaganza VOA 

 14  Flashlight Egg 
Hunt 

Forest Run 

 29 –  
5/6 

 Big Week of 
Birding 

Various 
MetroParks 

May 13 2 – 4pm Shooting Stars Indian Creek 

 21  Pioneer Salute Indian Creek 

July 9 12-4 pm Pioneer for a 
Day 

Gov. Bebb 

 15 10am-4pm Crazy 
Cardboard 
Regatta 

VOA 

Aug 4-5  Mud Mania Rentschler 

 12 12-4 pm Fun on the 
Farm 

Chrisholm 

Sep 16 10am-4 pm Horse Daze Sebald 

Oct 7  Barn Dance Chrisholm 

 21  Run Forest 
Run 

Forest Run 

Oct  22 10am- 4pm The Howl VOA 

Dec  1 
2 
3 

5-9 
5-9 
4-8 pm 

Brilliant Bebb Gov Bebb 
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Ongoing Service Opportunities  

Feeder Fill/Feeder Watch!   

When: Flexible Winter Months  

Where: Forest Run Welcome Center 1976 

Timberman Rd. Hamilton OH 45013  

Who: Families, Adults  

What: Stop by and fill the bird feeders once a week. 

View wildlife from the wildlife viewing area at the 

Welcome Center and record your     observations! 

Training available. Contact Joe Dumyahn                        

jdumyahn@YourMetroParks.net   

Trail Ambassadors – Great Miami River Trail 

When: Flexible  

Where: Great Miami River Trail – Trenton to 

Middletown Section  

What: Trail Ambassadors monitor the trail at least 4 

hours a month on their bicycle. Trail Ambassadors 

report maintenance and safety concerns to 

MetroParks staff, assist trail users when necessary, 

provide information to trail users, and perform light 

trail maintenance.   

Group Service Projects  
When: Flexible  

Where: Flexible  

What: MetroParks always has various projects for 

groups to complete! If you have a youth group, 

church group, student group, or business group that 

is interested in scheduling a private service day, 

contact Sara Schapman at 

sschapman@YourMetroParks.net for more 

information.  

Program Event & Preparation Support  
When: Flexible  

Where: Multiple Locations  

What: Park Connections staff presents multiple 

education, recreation, and conservation programs 

and events throughout the year.  Volunteers are 

needed to help with preparing for MetroParks 

events and programs. Volunteers may create crafts, 

prepare signage, organize materials and supplies, 

clean materials and supplies, and other general tasks 

and volunteer for the program itself.  

Welcome Center - Voice of America MetroPark 

When: Flexible  

Where: Voice of America MetroPark, Ronald 

Reagan Lodge, 7850 VOA Park Dr., West Chester 

OH 45069  

What: Volunteers are needed at the Welcome 

Center at Voice of America MetroPark. Welcome 

park customer/owners with a smile, provide 

information about programs and the parks. Training 

provided.       Contact Claudia Whitacre 

cwhitacre@YourMetroParks.net   

 

Proposed By-Laws Changes 

The Board of Directors has requested a 

change in the current by-laws of the 
corporation. All changes in the by-laws 

must be approved by a majority vote of 
the membership at the annual meeting 

to be held on April 12.  

As currently written: 
 

Article III _ Section 3- Number, Term of 

Office and Qualification: 
a.     The number of Directors of the 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 
shall be not less than seven or greater 

than fifteen. 
b.    Directors shall be elected by the 

general membership to serve as 

members of the governing Board for no 
more than two terms of three (3) years 

each consecutively. 
c.      One-third of the Board of Directors 

shall be elected annually to serve for 3 
years in staggered terms such that one-

third are elected annually. 
d.    Those serving two terms must be 

then off the board for at least one year 
before being voted for additional terms. 

e.     All members of the Board of 
directors shall be members of good 

standing during their term of office.  
Proposed change: 
 

Article III _ Governance:  Section 3- 

Number, Term of Office and 
Qualification: 

a.   The number of Directors of the 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 
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shall be not less than seven or greater 
than fifteen. 

b.   Directors shall be elected by the 
general membership for a term of three 

(3) years to serve as members of the 
governing Board. for no more than two 

terms of three (3) years each 
consecutively. 

c.   One-third of the Board of Directors 
shall be elected annually to serve for 3 

years in staggered terms such that one-
third are elected annually. 

d.   Those serving two terms must be 
then off the board for at least one year 

before being voted for additional terms. 

d.   e.All members of the Board of 
directors shall be members of good 

standing during their term of office. 
   

   Final Reading    
Article III _ Governance:  Section 3- 

Number, Term of Office and 
Qualification: 

a.   The number of Directors of the 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

shall be not less than seven or greater 
than fifteen. 

b.   Directors shall be elected by the 
general membership for a term of three 

(3) years to serve as members of the 

governing Board.  
c.   One-third of the Board of Directors 

shall be elected annually to serve for 3 
years in staggered terms such that one-

third are elected annually.  
d.   All members of the Board of directors 

shall be members of good standing 
during their term of office.  

 

Critter Corner 

By: Bill Walker 

 
Here’s a bird I spotted last week.  In size, 

somewhere between a warbler and a finch.  Stripes 

of black, white, and yellow were in evidence.  

While not obvious from this picture, the bird wears 

a small mask of red.  It eats thistle seeds and small 

insects.  Since it was the first week of spring, it can 

be assumed that plumage was ready for courtship. 

Who can identify this beauty?  Perhaps I should 

have mentioned that the tree branch on which she 

sits belongs to an olive tree, and that said tree was 

on the slope below the church of St. Francis of 

Assisi in Italy.  I confess that this is a female 

goldfinch (European goldfinch, that is).  The male 

has similar coloration, but with a larger red mask on 

the face. 

Many other of the local birds were much more 

familiar to the wandering American birder, 

including English sparrows, rock doves (pigeons), 

ring-neck doves, ring-neck pheasants, egrets, grey 

herons (very similar to the great blue heron), 

laughing gulls, and herring gulls.  Amazing how 

many invasive species there are on this old Earth 

(including the author). 
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MetroParks Educational Programs 

Materials Wish List: 

 

As you sort your recyclables on trash night, please 

consider donating some of the following items to us 

that might otherwise end up in Rumpke.  Please 

take any donations to: 

VOA Welcome Center , VOA Park Drive, West 

Chester; when open, generally  9am- 4:30 pm  

Forest Run Engel House (Administrative Building), 

2051 Timberman Rd., Hamilton ; 9am- 4:30 pm 

week days. 

Recyclable/ re-purposed materials: 

• Craft sticks- any sized 

• Gently used athletic equipment 

• Gently used board games 

• Gently used Legos 

• Any length of 2x4 boards 

• Fabric scraps 

Other things you may have laying around: 

• Pencils 

• Pens 

• Paper cups 

• Paper plates 

• Rubber bands 

• Clothespins 

• Ziplock baggies 

• Craft materials: glitter, stickers, pipe 
cleaners, feathers, beads, etc. 

• Paper for crafts: tissue paper, construction 
paper, foam paper, cardstock paper, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

  



 

 
 



 

  



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

   



 

 

You’re invited….  

 

2017 Annual Meeting 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Woodland Trails Scout Reservation 

265 Gaspers Somers Road, Camden, Ohio 45311 

Wednesday, April 12, 2017,   6:00 – 8:30 pm  

Dinner (6:30) - Business Meeting - Program 

 

Dinner by Holly’s Homestyle Eats & Treats, $15/person, $5 under 12 

Ham & Herbed Chicken Breast Dinner, with homemade desserts 

 

Speaker: 

Mike Henderson, “Woodland Trails, It’s History and Ecology”  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please make your check payable to:  

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County, PO Box 641, Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________Phone: ____________________________ 

# Attending: __________ Amount Enclosed: ________ Pay at the Door__________ 

Or e-mail your RSVP to kochtrees@gmail.com (state name, # attending) 

mailto:kochtrees@gmail.com


 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


