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Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 6:30-7:30pm
and Sunday’s from 2:00-4:00pm

Letter from the President
Fall is here, at least according to the calendar. I
know that it will not be too long before we’re all
sipping hot cider and missing warm weather, but a
little seasonal weather would be nice. Soon the
leaves will be changing color and the grass will stop
requiring weekly attention from the lawn mower.
This is the time of year for fall migrants to pass
through on their way south (although some may not
yet feel any real sense of urgency). This is a fine
time of year to visit the parks to see the fall
wildflowers and watch the squirrels making last
minute deposits in their nut bank.

Horses, Hayrides, and Hocus Pocus

Please join me in wishing Larry Gersbach a speedy
recovery from his recent surgery to repair a torn
Achilles tendon. Who would have thought that a
pickle (or was that a pickleball) could be so
dangerous? Best wishes also to Don Eberwine that
this round of chemo gets the job done. Being a
board member is not for sissies!

Climb on for a hayride or saddle up for relaxing
horse ride or both! Pre-registration is required for
horse and wagon rides by calling 513.867.5835.
Time slots will be available between 4:00 p.m. and
7:00 p.m. The evening will end with the Sanderson
sisters in the feature film Hocus Pocus (rated PG)
starting at dusk. We hope you’ll join in for a
cornucopia of fall fun!

See you in the parks,
Bill Walker, President FOMPBC

Upcoming Events

In order to provide you with a positive experience,
we ask that you:

Show and Tell on the Farm

· Ride at your own risk: Participants who engage
in equine activities assume the risks of engaging
in and legal responsibility for injury, loss, or
damage to person or property resulting from the
inherent risks of equine activities.
· Safety helmets are available and recommended
· Riders must wear shoes
· No riding double (even little children)
Staff may assign riders to a specific horse based
upon the rider’s size
Come out and enjoy spring on the farm with Show
and Tell on the Farm at Chrisholm MetroPark.
Topics this month include: Corn Galore, Farm
Games, Pumpkin Hunt, Apples Galore, A tale of
Tails, Pioneer Farmers, Sensational Seasons, and
Jack and Jill

Spectators are welcome to take photos of riders
Saturday September 8th, 12:00-4:00pm at Chrisholm
MetroPark Historic Farmstead.
Admission: $5.00 per vehicle.
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Trail of Treats

Saturday October 20, 10:00-11:00am.
Bicentennial Commons
Arts in the MetroParks:
Reception &Award Ceremony

Come to Rentschler Forest MetroPark dressed in
your favorite Halloween costumer on Friday, Oct
26th and take part in Trail of Treats. You will get a
map showing the locations of several “treat”
baskets. Use the Map and your wits to find each
basket and collect a token. At the finish, turn your
tokens for candy or toy!.

BRAND NEW EVENT! Introducing... Arts in the
MetroParks!

Come before 6:00pm to finish the course before
dark or for an extra challenge come by 7:00pm and
finish the course in the dark!

Arts in the MetroParks is an art series competition
with 2018's theme focused on the newly declared
“Great Miami Riverway.” Artists and nature lovers
from all over the Butler County community will
have the chance to experience creative visions of
the Great Miami River at the new River Center (120
South Carmody Blvd, Middletown, OH 45044)
through various art mediums. Light refreshments
will be available each night of the series with short
environmental conservation films from the Wild &
Scenic Film Festival delighting guests during the
open houses.

Friday. October 26, 5:00-8:00 PM
G.E. Condo Shelter - 5701 Reigart Rd. Hamilton,
OH
Amazing Animals

Reception & Award Ceremony: Friday, October
26th 5:00 p.m - 8:00 p.m.
Open Houses: Following three Fridays - November
2nd, November 9th, and November 16th 5:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. all days
Cost: Spectator entry is $2 per person or $5 per
family. Participants receive free viewing entry.
*Deadline to submit artwork is 10/12/18

Check out the NEW River Center while you
experience a live animal presentation of the
MetroParks program ambassadors. You’ll learn
about Ohio wildlife, the food chain, tracks,
adaptation and insect ecology.

Friday. October 26, 5:00-8:00 PM
River Center
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The Howl

treats for their 4 legged friends. Friends will also
have an informational booth. To Volunteer for this
event please contact Carri.Mosier@Gmail.com
Be on the Lookout for these future events
Breakfast with Santa

Did You Know
Kroger Community Rewards Update
FOMPBC organization # TM866
Kroger is committed to helping our communities
grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools,
churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4
million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern
Kentucky through their Community Rewards
program. FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful
organizations that benefit from this program.

Bark your calendars for The HOWL!!!
The Howl is back this year and promises to be
Pawsitively a good time for the whole family.
There will be a Pupper Costume Parade, trick-ortreat for both the dogs and children. You and your
best friend and use some of your tail wagging
teamwork by participating in the Doggy Dash
around the lake.

How Can YOU Help Us?
In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community
Rewards process and software. As of April,
supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their
Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your
organization. This will make it easier for you to
support us! Please take a moment and make sure
you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC.
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity
RewardsNow

The Trick-or-treat Trail will be open from 12:00
p.m.-3:00 p.m.
Doggy Dash takes off at 12:00 p.m.
Parade starts at 1:30 p.m.
Dog prizes for cutest, scariest, best
duo/group, and most original categories are
awarded in the parade. Photo opportunities,
vendors, and a dog obstacle course will also be
available.

Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for
FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus
Card.

Rescue centers will have adoptable dogs to
“rent” if you don’t have your own pet. Day-of
registration for the Fun Run will begin at 11:00
a.m. and registration for all other activities will
begin at 11:30 a.m. Children are FREE with a
paid canine.

Amazon Smile
What is Amazon Smile?
Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for
you and your family to support FOMPBC every
time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you.
Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to
https://smile.amazon.com. You will find the exact
same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the
bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the
purchase price to FOMPBC.

Please note: Price will increase to $6/dog + $6
for the Fun Run after 10/22/18 through the day
of the event.
***Volunteers Needed
This year Friends will be offering easy to apply and
removable temporary tattoos free for the kids and
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tree’s soil (from container) should sit 1 inch
above ground level.

Tree Planting Extravaganza

3. Fill in the hole with the removed dirt.
4. Pour 1-2 gallons of water around tree. This

sets the soil between planted tree and
ground. Pour at small intervals around the
perimeter. Add additional soil as it settles if
it does not meet the needs in Step 2.
5. Consider putting woodchips around the tree

Planting trees can transform a landscape. Recently
the operations team has been hard at work to
reforest areas throughout MetroParks.

(leaving 1-2-inch circle around trunk). This
increases the ground’s ability to hold
moisture, which is needed for young tree
growing in dry conditions.

Our biggest project this year has been at the
Meadow Ridge Area of Elk Creek MetroPark. With
the help of volunteers and staff we have planted
close to 1,000 trees. The reforestation of these
landscapes provides vital habitat for wildlife,
increases the diversity of trees, and helps prevent
invasive species from moving back onto the
landscapes after they have been cleared. In this
article, we have Tree Planting 101 so you can do
this in your very own backyards.

6. Protect your tree from deer. We recommend

putting a small fence around the tree with
stakes. Make sure the fence is at least 1.5
feet from the trunk in all directions, allowing
for natural growth. Keep fence around tree
until it is tall enough to have leaves that deer
cannot reach. Using a deer fence prevents
the deer from eating the leaves on the tree
and from rubbing their antlers on it. Both
threats can cause stress to a young tree.

Timing: The time of year is important. Fall and
spring have been identified as the best times of year
to plant.

7. Don’t forget to check up on your tree

Choosing your tree: Research what native plants
grow best in your chosen location. If you are
planting in a very sunny location or very shaded
location, certain trees may survive better than
others. Visit a local nursery for assistance on
selecting a tree. We recommend native trees.

regularly. Water if dry conditions persist for
a few weeks.
Now you are ready to plant your very own tree!
Have questions? Contact Land Stewardship.

Planting the tree: Before you begin, make sure to
remove any invasive plants that may compete with
your young tree.
1. Dig a hole at least twice the width and same

depth of the tree’s container. The hole
should be wider than it is deep.
2. Carefully remove plant from plastic

container and set in hole. The top of the
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Great Miami River First Nations Festival

The evening of October 26th kicks off the series
with a reception and awards ceremony from 5:00 –
8:00 p.m., followed by open houses the following
three Fridays at the same time – November 2,
November 9, and November 16. Light refreshments
will be available each night of the series with short
environmental conservation films from the Wild &
Scenic Film Festival delighting guests during the
open houses. Admission is $2 per person or $5 per
family.

The First Nations Festival at Governor Bebb
MetroPark on September 22 received acclaim from
the audience that braved threatening weather to
enjoy the spectacle. Four drum circles highlighted
the performance, which shared folklore and
traditions to describe each dance. Lovely regalia
and expert dancers made for a memorable day.

The first night of the Wild & Scenic Film Festival
screenings will showcase: Guided, Can We Save
the Frog Prince?, and The Curve of Time. The
second night will showcase: A Ghost in the
Making: Searching for the Rustypatched Bumble
Bee, Writing on Stone, and Biomimicry. The final
night will showcase: Coral Reef Rescue, My Irnik,
The Invisible Mammal: The Bat Rescuer, and
Climbing Kilimanjaro: A 12 Year Old's Passion
Project. All films are family-friendly and incredibly
inspiring; you will leave with new perspectives of
the outdoors and how we can better our planet.
Films will begin at 6:00 p.m. each night of the open
houses.

Arts in the MetroParks - featuring the
Wild & Scenic Film Festival
The MetroParks of Butler County is gearing up to
debut another new event; this time, an art series!
Arts in the MetroParks is a juried competition with
2018’s theme focused on the newly declared
“Great Miami Riverway.” Artists and nature lovers
from all over the Butler County community (and
beyond) will have the chance to experience creative
visions of the Great Miami River at the new River
Center in Middletown through various art
mediums. Art submissions can directly showcase
the river or have relativity to the river; the Great
Miami River’s color scheme, vegetation/wildlife,
texture, etc. are all accepted! Painters, sketchers,
potters, photographers, and all other artists alike
that wish to enter this new art series should do so
by October 12th. Registration information can be
found on MetroParks’ website.

6

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County
Our Mission

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs
•
•

Member
Benefits

•

Invitations to Member-only events
Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and
projects
Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and
direction

Private citizens who have come together to:
•
Who Are We?

•
•
•

Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for
conservation, education and recreation
Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County
Identify and implement improvements to the park
Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies
to further MetroParks’ mission

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County!
Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below

Become a Friend!
Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your
check. Made payable to:
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County
PO Box 691
Hamilton, OH 45012

Pick an Annual Membership





Individual - $10
Family - $15
Group/Business -$100
Donation - $ _____________

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______
Group or Business Name________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________

