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Christmas Bird Count

Letter from the President
It’s a busy time of year. Some of us practiced our
martial arts skills at Black Friday sales, while the
rest (the smart ones) just typed our fingers to the
bone on Cyber Monday. My favorite martial art is
Thumb-fu. Just so long as there aren’t too many
spaces to type, I shouldn’t risk injury in this busy
season. What with Thanksgiving, an anniversary,
several birthdays, and Christmas (not to mention
Hannukah and Kwanza for our friends who
celebrate them) in close succession, this is a hectic
(and expensive) season. Try to find some time to
escape to the peace and serenity of our parks.
Hope that you and yours have a happy and
prosperous season until I next see you in the parks,

For over 100 years, Audubon has been conducting a
Christmas Bird Count throughout the country. It
doesn't matter if you are just learning to bird watch
or if you are an accomplished birder, come out for a
brisk walk to look for the winter birds! Various
MetroParks sites will be included.

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC

Upcoming Events
Show and Tell on the Farm

Saturday, December 15th, 7:00am-12:00pm
Oxford area Meet at the Miami University Research
Ecology Research Center at 5806 Somerville Rd,
Oxford OH 45056 at 7 AM or contact Larry
Gersbach at larrygers@aol.com for details.
Or
Hamilton Fairfield Area Contact Mike Busam at
mbusam@gmail.com for details. This bird count is
sponsored by the Cincinnati Bird Club
Let’s Go Hiking! Surviving Winter

Come out and enjoy Show and Tell on the Farm at
Chrisholm MetroPark. Topics this month include:
Presents for the Animals, Ice Harvest, Winter
Wreathes, Yokes and Yolks, Holiday’s Old and
New, Feathers, Fat and Fur.
Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 6:30-7:30pm
and Sunday’s from 2:00-4:00pm
No program on Sunday November 23rd due or
Sunday December 30th due to the Holiday’s.
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Join MetroParks of Butler County and the City of
Fairfield Parks & Recreation to investigate where
the animals have gone. Discover where the animals
go during the cold months and how they survive.

Ready to walk off those Christmas Cookies or
maybe you want to get a jump on your New Year
resolution. A night hike is a great idea for the whole
family. Enjoy the sights and sounds of a mid-winter
night as you hike through forest and meadow.

This is a FREE program that will take place at
Harbin Park Located at 1300 Hunter Road in
Fairfield Ohio. Open to all Ages. Meet at Shelter #
6 (not far from the soccer fields).

Friday, December 28th, 6:30-8:30PM
Meet in the back parking lot at 1810 Hamilton-New
London Rd., Hamilton OH 45013

Registration is requested by calling 513.867.5348

Be on the Lookout for these future events

Breakfast with Santa

Let’s Go Hike-Winter Tree ID and Owl Hike

Did You Know
Kroger Community Rewards Update
FOMPBC organization # TM866
Kroger is committed to helping our communities
grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools,
churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4
million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern
Kentucky through their Community Rewards
program. FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful
organizations that benefit from this program.
How Can YOU Help Us?
In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community
Rewards process and software. As of April,
supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their
Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your
organization. This will make it easier for you to
support us! Please take a moment and make sure
you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC.
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity
RewardsNow

Reserve your seat for this fun family event. Enjoy a
buffet, entertainment by Charlie Cadabra, and a
visit with Santa on Sunday, December 16th from
11:00 am to 1:30 pm at Voice of America! Framed
photo of your visit with Santa available for a small
fee. Space is limited. Reservations required.
Registration closes 12/10/2018.
Winter Break Night Hike

Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for
FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus
Card.
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So how does the Audubon Society accurately
gather their data? From Citizen scientists just like
you! The Audubon Society sets up counting points
across North America through experienced
volunteers. These counting points cover an area
that is 15-mileswide in diameter. The count
volunteers will of our MetroParks locations record
all the birds they

Amazon Smile
What is Amazon Smile?
Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for
you and your family to support FOMPBC every
time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you.
Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to
https://smile.amazon.com. You will find the exact
same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the
bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the
purchase price to FOMPBC.

see and hear for one day and submit their findings
to the National Audubon Society.
Want to be involved in the local bird count? It is
easy! We have two bird counts in Butler County on
December 15th. The counts will start at 7:00 a.m.
and last all day. Please, contact Larry Gersbach for
the Oxford area bird count at larrygers@aol.com
and Mike Busam for the Hamilton-Fairfield bird
count at mbusam@gmail.com. You can also register
for these events here:

National Audubon Society Christmas
Bird Count in Butler County
By Shawnee Banks

http://reservations.yourmetroparks.net/internal/prog
rams/1663/.

Red-tailed hawk at one of our
MetroPark locations
It’s time to break out the winter clothes, so grab
your coats and join us for the 119th National
Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count! The first
Christmas bird count was established in the 1900’s
on Christmas Day by Frank M. Chapman in
response to concerns about declining bird
populations (AS, 2018). Since, the data compiled
from all participants have painted a picture of how
bird populations have changed overtime (AS, 2018).
Because of its importance, the bird count has been a
unique tool that conservationists utilize to determine
the health and status of bird populations in North
America (AS, 2018).

Female Cardinal in the Winter
Not an experienced birder? That’s okay! For every
bird count, there will be an experienced brider there
to assist you in what you see and hear. Just dress
warm, bring some binoculars, and have fun!
References:
(AS) “History of the Christmas Bird Count.”
National Audubon Society,
2018,
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Photo Walks – Seasons in the Park
Governor Bebb MetroPark
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Friends of MetroParks of Butler County
Our Mission

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs
•
•

Member
Benefits

•

Invitations to Member-only events
Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and
projects
Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and
direction

Private citizens who have come together to:
•
Who Are We?

•
•
•

Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for
conservation, education and recreation
Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County
Identify and implement improvements to the park
Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies
to further MetroParks’ mission

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County!
Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below

Become a Friend!
Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your
check. Made payable to:
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County
PO Box 691
Hamilton, OH 45012

Pick an Annual Membership





Individual - $10
Family - $15
Group/Business -$100
Donation - $ _____________

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______
Group or Business Name________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________

