
 The Voice of the Turtle, January, 2019 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our shadows 

would have blown loose!)  A few 

showers fell on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, but not enough to 

drown you if you looked up. 
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January Board Meeting! 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Wednesday, January 9, 2019 

Butler County Historical Society 

327 N 2nd Street, Hamilton, OH 45011 

7:00-9:00 PM 
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Letter from the President  

Happy New Year! 

Last year in the parks was fun and exciting.  We lost 

some old friends and made many new ones.  This 

year promises to offer even more to look forward to. 

My family and I just got back from a week in 

(sometimes) sunny Louisiana.  The weather was not 

always cooperative, but the food surely met 

expectations.  We did get a chance to take a swamp 

boat ride and see a variety of scaled and feathered 

denizens of Lake Martin.  Then on to New Orleans 

for rain, jazz, cooking lessons, and good food.  It 

almost was a shame to come back north. 

Coming up in January is a Winter Tree 

Identification hike at Huffman Park in Fairfield.  

Another January hike will be an Owl hike at Harbin 

Park in Fairfield.  Lots of fun at Chrisholm 

MetroPark at Show and Tell at the Farm.  Don’t 

miss the Middletown hike series. 

February will bring us Dinner Murder Mystery and 

Volunteer Appreciation Night.  In other words, it’s 

always a good day to visit our parks.  Hope to see 

you there soon. 

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC 

Upcoming Events 
 

Show and Tell on the Farm 

 

Come out and enjoy Show and Tell on the Farm at 

Chrisholm MetroPark. Topics this month include:   

Whose Mitten is this?, Bird Beak Buffet, Migrate, 

Hibernate, and Tolerate, First Farmers, Whose 

Tracks are These?, Farming by the Moon,  Feathers, 

Fat and Fur, ABC’s of Farm Life, and Can We See 

a Shadow? 

Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 6:30-7:30pm 

and Sunday’s from 2:00-4:00pm 

Middletown Winter Hike Series  

 

Join us outside for a hike at one, two, or all three 

great Middletown locations this winter! The last 

Saturday of the month, these hikes will begin at 

10:00 a.m., and range from 1-4 miles. Enjoy a 

social, family-friendly hike, and learn about the 

outdoor options Middletown has to offer. Warm up 

with a hot cup of homemade soup after each hike! 

Those who participate in all 3 hikes will earn a 

commemorative 2019 Middletown Winter Hike 

button. Hikes will be lead by Bulls Run Nature 

Sanctuary, MetroParks of Butler County, and the 

City of Middletown. Registration is required at 

http://signup.com/go/ajNFcjC. Contact 

naturalist@bullsrun.org for more information! 

Saturday, January 26th, 10:00am-12:00pm 

Smith Park-500 Tytus Ave, Middletown Oh 45042 

http://signup.com/go/ajNFcjC.
mailto:naturalist@bullsrun.org
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Owl Hike 

 

Join the MetroParks of Butler County and the City 

of Fairfield Parks & Recreation for a Unique 

experience int the park after Dark!  Explore the 

winter woods to call for owls and listen for other 

nocturnal animals.  Free and open to all ages.  Meet 

at the shelter next to the scenic overlook. 

Registration is requested by calling 513.867.5348.  

Walk-ups are welcome!  

Saturday, January 26th, 6:00-7:00PM   

 Harbin Park 1300 Hunter Rd Fairfield OH 45014 

Be on the Lookout for these future events 

Murder Mystery Dinner,    

Meet the Planets: Moon and Mars.  

Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # TM866 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 

How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity

RewardsNow 

Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for 

FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus 

Card. 

 

Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

https://smile.amazon.com.  You will find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to FOMPBC. 

Migrate, Hibernate, or Tolerate   
By Lara Askill 

Agriculture Education Farm Manager  

I wish migration was part of my family’s travel 

plans this winter...brrrr, it’s cold outside. Ever stop 

and wonder how our native animals survive during 

the winter? They have three choices: migrate, 

hibernate, or tolerate. Let’s look at some examples 

that live here at MetroParks of Butler County.  

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://smile.amazon.com/
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Migrate – Where do the small but mighty 

RubyThroated Hummingbirds (Archilochus 

colibrus) go before the temperatures start to freeze? 

They migrate by flying from Eastern North America 

to Central America and sometimes cross the Gulf of 

Mexico in one non-stop flight. Why do they leave 

this area in the winter? The main diet of a 

RubyThroated Hummingbird is drinking nectar 

from flowers and eating small insects; neither of 

which are readily available here during the cold 

months.    

 

Hibernate – In MetroParks, we have both true 

hibernators and the napper snacker types. The 

Groundhog (Marmota monax) is considered a true 

hibernator. During its almost 5 month nap, the 

groundhog’s body temperature, breathing, 

heartbeat, and metabolic rate is drastically reduced 

to conserve energy.     

Examples of our napper snacker hibernators include 

raccoons, opossums, and skunks. If the weather is 

not to their liking, they will sleep for a few days and 

will wake up to feed when it warms up a bit.    

 

Have you seen the spotted salamanders emerge 

from their hibernation at some of our park sites? 

These beautiful amphibians slumber underground 

for many months throughout the cold season. 

During one of the early rains, usually in February, 

they will crawl to the surface and migrate to the 

vernal pools they were born in. Could it be said that 

this animal hibernates AND migrates?  

 

Tolerate – Look at any well-stocked bird feeder 

after a blizzard and you will find several examples 

of native birds that have learned to tolerate our long, 

cold, dark winters. The Yellowshafted Northern 

Flicker (Colaptes auratus) varies its diet depending 

on the season. It eats insects such as ants and 

beetles on the ground during the spring/summer and 

then primarily eats seeds and berries in the 

fall/winter.      
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Critter Corner, Louisiana Edition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


