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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our shadows 

would have blown loose!)  A few 

showers fell on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, but not enough to 

drown you if you looked up. 
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February Board Meeting! 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Wednesday, February 13, 2019 

Butler County Historical Society 

327 N 2nd Street, Hamilton, OH 45011 

7:00-9:00 PM 
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Letter from the President  

Mother Nature is going through the change – 

nothing but hot and cold flashes! 

So far this year we have had a Winter Tree 

Identification hike at Huffman Park in Fairfield 

called on account of rain.  Another January hike, an 

Owl hike at Harbin Park in Fairfield, drew forty 

brave hikers who attempted conversations with owls 

during snow flurries.  Sub-zero cold to near-record 

highs – at least no one can accuse winter in Ohio of 

being boring. 

February has also gotten off to a wild start, with 

several parks and trails closed because of flooding.  

Punxsutawney Phil has promised a timely end to 

winter.  Assuming a rodent is more credible than 

local meteorologists, maybe the next Owl Hike at 

Gov. Bebb will forego precipitation.  At least the 

upcoming Dinner Murder Mystery and Volunteer 

Appreciation Night are indoors.  Don’t let variable 

weather scare you, it’s always a good day to visit 

our parks.  Hope to see you there soon. 

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC 

Upcoming Events 
 

Show and Tell on the Farm 

 

Come out and enjoy Show and Tell on the Farm at 

Chrisholm MetroPark. Topics this month include:    

It’s All in the Snow,  Love is Chocolate, Love is on 

the Farm,  A farmer to president of the USA,  A 

Farmer’s Native Friends, ABC’s of Farm Life, Mini 

Gardens,  In like a Lion, and  Out like a Lamb. 

Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 6:30-7:30pm 

and Sunday’s from 2:00-4:00pm 

Murder Mystery Dinner   

 

Come join us for a night of mystery and dinner! 

Included with your ticket is a three course meal and 

unlimited soda, tea, and coffee. Adult beverages 

will be available for purchase. The WhoDunIt? 

Players will be there putting on a spectacular show 

for you to join in and be part of the adventure in 

solving the mystery. The show "Death of a 

Gangster" (a 1920's Mafia Marriage Murder 

Mystery) will begin at 7:00pm and will last about 2 

hours, please arrive 30 minutes early. Come dressed 

in costume to make for a more interesting evening.  

All shows contain Adult Humor and are not 

intended for a young audience.  

Menu: Appetizers, dinner, and dessert included with 

the show. $35 per person. For groups of 6 or more, 

please call our administration office at 513-867-

5835 for the $30 per person group rate 

Saturday, February 9th, 6:00-9:00pm 

Voice of America MetroPark 

Let’s Go  Hike! Tracks, Scats & Signs 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwje5Yvy_aDgAhWm8oMKHWGaArMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.sketchyscribe.com/stories/the-lion-and-the-lamb&psig=AOvVaw3NqhxubiyJtsBIRLkmzzpm&ust=1549332067702068
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwip3eX7gKHgAhUB4IMKHWhbAosQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/animals/blogs/animal-tracks-you-can-identify-your-own-yard&psig=AOvVaw3nGxJruEDWQGrNUBCfAFVz&ust=1549332896411805
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Join the MetroParks of Butler County and the City 

of Fairfield Parks & Recreation to see what animal 

tracks, scats, & Signs are in the winter woods at 

Harbin Park.  Free and open to all age detectives. 

Bring your best senses to look for animal clues in 

the park.  Meet at the shelter next to the scenic 

overlook. Registration is requested by calling 

513.867.5348.  Walk-ups are welcome!  

Saturday, February 16th, 10:30 AM -12:00PM  

 Harbin Park 1300 Hunter Rd Fairfield OH 45014 

Meet the Planet: Moon and Mars 

Join us with members of the Cincinnati 

Astronomical society and the Cincinnati 

Observatory to learn all about our planets.  Start the 

night with a fun craft and learn all about Mars and 

our Soon-to-be Supermoon.  View these 

phenomenal sights with some amazing telescopes.  

Free  

Saturday, February 16th, 5:30-8:30PM  

Rentschler Forest MetroPark Cummins Shelter  

Owl Prowl 

 

WHOOO's ready for another Owl Prowl? Due to 

popular demand, a second Owl Prowl has been 

added to the schedule. Register now for the chance 

to see live owls, learn different owl calls, and 

practice calling them in on a night hike through the 

forest. It will be a hoot. Space is limited and 

registration is required by 2/22/19 

Saturday, February 23rd, 5:30-7:30PM  

Governor Bebb Metro Park- Howe Shelter 

Be on the Lookout for these future events 

Spring Salamanders and amphibians with Jeff 

Davis, Things that Flutter series.  

Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # TM866 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 

How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity

RewardsNow 

Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for 

FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus 

Card. 

 

Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/portals/wildlife/Species%20and%20Habitats/Species%20Guide%20Index/Images/greathornedowl.jpg&imgrefurl=http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/species-and-habitats/species-guide-index/birds/great-horned-owl&docid=2Oor4by-fWAz1M&tbnid=Xt24PaboPVl8UM:&vet=10ahUKEwiM66_Eg6HgAhXLz4MKHWzNBrYQMwhWKAAwAA..i&w=1000&h=1513&bih=691&biw=793&q=ohio%20owl%20&ved=0ahUKEwiM66_Eg6HgAhXLz4MKHWzNBrYQMwhWKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

https://smile.amazon.com.  You will find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to FOMPBC. 

Save the Date 

Friends of MetroParks Butler County is pleased to 

announce it will be having its 2019 Annual Meeting 

on Wednesday, April 10, 6 pm, at the River Center 

– Bicentennial Commons MetroPark, 120 South 

Carmody Boulevard, Middletown, Ohio 45044. 

Please plan on attending. Ms. Emily Archibald, 

Private Lands Biologist, Ohio Department of 

Natural Recourses, Division of Wildlife will 

present, “The Re-introduction of Quail in Ohio, 

Successes and Failures”. A delicious meal will be 

provided. The desserts will be homemade and fresh 

by the members of the Friends of MetroParks Board 

of Directors.  

To make a reservation please see the annual 

meeting invitation in the March or April issue of the 

Voice. Or, call 513.593.2735, or email 

kochtrees@gmail.com. 

MetroParks Star Series  
MetroParks of Butler 

County invites you to 

join us for our brand 

new Star Series! Enjoy 

FREE fun in the parks  

while observing the 

night sky and learning 

about planets, meteor 

showers, and more! 

Don’t miss out on the 

chance to look at the 

stars and planets through a telescope, and learn 

about these amazing sights from local astronomers. 

Craft activities will also be included at our Meet the 

Planet programs. The Star Series will take place at a 

different MetroParks location for each program, and 

times will vary depending on the program as well. 

Please join us for some astronomical excitement at 

your MetroParks!  

  

Topics for the Star Series Include:  

• Meet The Planet: Moon and Mars- Saturday, 

February 16th from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at  

Rentschler Forest MetroPark,  

Reigart Road Area  

  

• Meet The Planet: Jupiter – Saturday, June 8th 

from 8:30  

p.m. to 11:30 p.m. at Elk Creek  

MetroPark, Sebald Park Area  

  

• Perseid Meteor Shower Watch- Saturday, 

August 10th from 9 p.m. to 12 a.m. at Forest  

Run MetroPark, Wildlife  

Preserve Area   

  

• Meet The Planet: Saturn – Saturday, 

September 7th from  

7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at  

Forest Run MetroPark,  

Timberman Ridge   

  

• Orionid Meteor Shower Watch – Saturday, 

October 19th from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at  

Governor Bebb MetroPark  

  

• Leonid Meteor Shower Watch  

– Saturday, November 16th from  

6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Elk  

Creek MetroPark, Meadow  

Ridge Area  

  

Please join us for some FREE family 

fun!  

https://smile.amazon.com/
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Recycling More in 2019:  

Recycling reduces landfill waste, saves energy, and 

prevents pollution. In addition to recycling common 

household products such as paper, aluminum, and 

plastic bottles other items like compact fluorescent 

lightbulbs, printer ink cartridges, rechargeable 

batteries, and old electronics can be recycled too. It 

is important to remember that electronic devices 

contain metals that can be harmful to the 

environment if they’re left in landfills.   

 

Photo 1. Recycle CFL lightbulbs, ink cartridges, and rechargeable 

batteries.   

CFL Lightbulb and Batteries  
Even though compact fluorescent lightbulbs (CFLs) 

save energy, they release small amount of mercury 

when broken. Therefore, CFLs must be properly 

disposed to reduce mercury exposure. You can take 

them to any Lowes, Home Depot, or Batteries Plus 

Bulbs for free recycling.  

Rechargeable batteries cannot be placed in your 

recycling bin, since they contain a variety of 

hazardous materials that cannot be recycled in the 

same facilities as most house hold products. 

Batteries Plus Bulbs (located in West Chester, 

Hamilton, and Cincinnati), and Cohen (located in 

Hamilton and Middletown) will accept all batteries.   

Ink Cartridges  
Ink cartridges can be recycled for their plastic, and 

ink to make new products. This common office item 

is easily recycled by simply dropping off at a 

variety of retail stores such as, Staples, Office Max, 

Best Buy, Walmart, and Office Depot. Staples and 

Best Buy will even offer $2 off your next purchase 

of ink cartridges.   

Old Technology  
Stores such as Best Buy and Staples offer a free 

recycling service for most used electronic items. 

Table 1 displays common electronic devices and 

where they should be recycled.   

Table 1. Where to recycle old electronic devices  

Small  

Electronics  

Cell Phones,  

Memory Cards, 

Cameras, GPS 

devices  

Best Buy,  

Staples  

  

(Free)  

Medium  

Electronics  

CD/DVD 

players,  

Tablets, Laptops,  

Laptop Batteries,  

Keyboards, Hard  

Drives,  

Shredders,   

Best Buy,  

Staples,  

Cohen  

  

 (Free)  

Large  

Electronics  

Monitors, Tube  

TV, Flat Screen 

TV  

Best Buy  

($25 Fee)  

  

Butler County Recycling and Solid Waste District 

has their own website to assist in finding a local 

place to recycle different products and materials. Go 

to www.butlercountyrecycles.org and click on 

‘Search: How to Recycle Specific Items’. Once you 

type in the item you want to recycle it will bring up 

a list of local businesses that will recycle the item 

for you for free or for a fee. It is a good idea to call 

a business before you drop off items to recycle to 

confirm they recycle it, and if there is a fee.   

We use electronics in our everyday lives, so it is 

important to know where to properly dispose of 

these products to reduce landfill, decrease the 

amount of harmful metals and plastics into the 

environment, and have material reused to make new 

products.   

 

  

http://www.butlercountyrecycles.org/
http://www.butlercountyrecycles.org/


 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


