ARTIST STATEMENT

    In almost every one of my paintings, the figure moves into the light; I returned to the figure over 30 years ago, after an extended period of mostly abstract imagery. Emerging from a time of great darkness in my painting, there appeared the human, very diffused and stretched across a visual gateway. She/he has been present in almost all my work since. I usually paint without preconceived images or preliminary sketches, so I followed what I perceived in the canvas, and it became the figure, pressing through the layers of color I use to build the painted surface.
    At first, this smaller human moved through planes of space, earthbound geometries or clouds of light and dark. Then, in 1996, a large earth guardian appeared in a series exploring water imagery. This great being has remained my most dominant motif since. His/her presentation began in profile, but once I began living in New Mexico, the full face and features became more distinct. I believe she is one of the ancient ones, here to engage with our human spirit and to protect us as we live our lives on earth. Sometimes she is shadowed by a male counterpart, slowly coming into focus in the same domain. 
      The guardian figure walks with us, stepping through rivers and mountains, or circling through our atmosphere. She has become lighter, both in substance and intent, but remains concrete and tangible on the painted surface. She participates in strands of our DNA or entangles herself in our fields of energy and matter. I find her image only when I am painting,    residing just outside the reach of our vision. My brush serves to make her visible, available in the depths of deep blue skies or the saturation of intense color. She is both muse and subject, a Great Being who is part of us.
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