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When a Commercial Building Permit Required 

A building permit is required for commercial projects when any “work” will be completed. 

 

“Work”  

The Building Code Regulations defines work as, “any design, construction, addition, erection, 
placement,  alteration, repair, renovation, demolition, relocation, removal, use, change of  
use, occupancy or change of occupancy of a building.” 

 

Change of Use/Occupancy 

If there is a change in a building’s use/occupancy, a building permit may still be required even if no 
construction or alteration occurs.  For example, changing a restaurant to a hair salon would be an 
occupancy change that would require a building permit. 

 
Commercial vs. Residential Designation 

A commercial building permit application must be submitted when: 

• The application is for a non-residential project 
• The property is zoned commercial (regardless of whether the project is residential in nature) 
• The building use is commercial (even when on property zoned as residential) 

This is applicable, even when a municipality has approved commercial use on a residential property 
(ex. home-based businesses) 

 
What to Include in a Commercial Building Permit application 

• Signed Permit Information Form 
• Commercial Plan Review Checklist 
• All Applicable Specification Sheets and Forms (utilize the Plan Review Checklist to determine what 

documents are required for your specific project type) 

 
Helpful Resources 

When a Professional Designer Is Required 
Alteration/Change of Use/Conversion/Tenant Improvement 
Commercial Project Forms 

https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/c0058375-b9db-468b-9de3-1cbb16926bdd/downloads/42ea2152-1b94-4f21-acfb-adecf8353dc4/PIF%20(Jan%201%2C%202025)%20-%20Commercial%20-%20Fillable.pdf?ver=1758904827166
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/c0058375-b9db-468b-9de3-1cbb16926bdd/downloads/Commercial%20-%20Plan%20Review%20Checklist%20-%20Fillable.pdf?ver=1758904826984
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/c0058375-b9db-468b-9de3-1cbb16926bdd/downloads/001a4f55-08ac-4505-81bc-342cab40cfb7/When%20a%20Professional%20Designer%20is%20Required.pdf?ver=1761070462668
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/c0058375-b9db-468b-9de3-1cbb16926bdd/downloads/8bdc8552-4bf2-4fe0-87cb-186124a7ed3e/Alteration-Conversion-Tenant%20Improvement.pdf?ver=1761070462668
https://pro-inspections.ca/commercial

