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Farm buildings are exempt from construction standards and do not require building permits. To
qualify for the exemption, the building must meet the definition of “farm building” as defined in
the Construction Codes Act. Owners are to provide information for the exemption to their
municipality for review.

How to Apply for a Farm Building Exemption

Complete and submit the following documents to your municipality:

Residential Permit Information Form (PIF)

Site Plan (include the number of acres and what is being farmed)
Floor Plan with rooms labelled (engineered stamps are not required)
Farm Building Exemption Request Form

Proof of Farming Income/Operation.

Your municipality will forward these documents to your building official for review.

The forms mentioned above can be found on our website. PBI’s Farm Building Exemption Request Form
includes definitions that help distinguish exempt farm buildings from non-exempt buildings on agricultural

property.

Once your Exemption is Granted

If your exemption is granted, and if you have received your development permit, you may proceed with
construction. The exemption is based on the drawings and specifications submitted. Construction must
conform to the information submitted for review. Any proposed revisions to the building after the exemption
is granted must be submitted to PBI for review and approval prior to implementing the proposed changes.

If an Exemption is Not Granted

If an exemption is not granted, the building will need to comply with the national building code. The building
official reviewing your application will complete a “Preliminary Application Review” (PAR). The PAR willinclude
a list of any outstanding items required for submission and review before construction can be commenced.

If you no longer wish to proceed with the building project, complete a cancellation form.

SAMA

If SAMA’s assessment of the building results in any category besides “agricultural,” a permit will then be
required for that building to ensure building code compliance. Apply for a building permit through your
municipality.


https://pro-inspections.ca/residential#467927de-f50d-4946-80e9-0ee195a963c6
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/c0058375-b9db-468b-9de3-1cbb16926bdd/downloads/Cancel%20Building%20Permit%20Form%20(To%20Be%20Completed%20b.pdf?ver=1740595696955
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Decision Tree

Farm Building Decision Tree (CC Act, BC Regulations, EC Regulations)

Does the building contain
a residential occupancy
(sleeping accomodations)?,

YES NO

Is the building
NO located on land used for an
|< agricultural operation as
defined in The Agricultural
Operations Act?

YES

Is the bullding used for the following purposes:

« the housing of livestock,

e the production, storage or processing of
primary agricultural and horticultural
crops or feeds,

e the housing, storage or maintenance of

equipment or machinery associated with

an agricultural operation, or
any other prescribed means*?

Construction Standards NO

apply to that building

YES

Is the building assessed as
YES one of the following classes:
|< e commercial/ industrial,
* elevators or
« railway rights of way and
pipeline

NO

Is the building:
¢ used for Cannabis production,
YES processing,
wholesale or distribution, or
¢ used for beverage alcohol
manufacture, sale, storage,
wholesale or delivery

NO

The building is classified
as a farm building

* Prescribed means any other definition as provided in either the Building Code or Energy Code Regulations
Source: Building and Technical Standards Branch — May 2025 Construction Codes Advisory
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