
INTRODUCTORY
LEVEL 2 

LEAD LINE
LEVEL 1

PRELIMINARY
LEVEL 3

DEBUTANT
W & F

LEVEL 4 & 5

CONSAGRADOS
2 & 1

LEVEL 6 & 7

MASTERS 
LEVEL 8

PARTICIPANT GRADE

COMPETITION GRADE

RIDER AGE DIVISIONS
 CHILD under 12 on the first day of competition  |  JUNIOR 12 and under 16 on the first day of competition  |  YOUTH 16 years to under 21 years on the first day of competition  |   OPEN 

Divisions within each class can be run and judged together but placed separately. *see grading document for more information

Competitor Grade is for more experienced riders who are comfortable with the training requirements and restrictions 
for each level. Cant go back to participant   |  Can go back 1 level if scored less than 58% comb dressage and Maneability score  

|  Can go HC any level*

To give inexperienced riders/horses the freedom to move between levels and gain experience and confidence.
Can move up and down these levels as needed   |  Participant rider can ride competition level horse* 

Ridden predominantly 
with two hands

Walk and trot

Transitions in/out of 
the halt may be made 
through the walk 

Horse min 3 yo

No Speed Phase (May run 
2 Maneability phases)

No Cattle Phase

To be ridden 
predominantly with two 
hands and in sitting or 
rising trot. 

Transitions up and down 
MAY be progressive

Horse min 4 yo

DEB W: 

Ridden predominantly 
using two hands on the 
reins, and in sitting or 
rising trot.

Simple canter changes

Horse min 4 yo

DEB F: 

Ridden using two hands 
on the reins in sitting trot 

Canter flying changes 

Horse min 5 yo

Ridden 2/ 1 hands

This level has greater 
degree of engagement 
and collection

Horse min 6 yo

Highest level showing 
the result of correct and 
progressive training and 
quality riding.

Horse min 6 yo 

Ridden on the lead line in 
a snaffle bridle 

Two hands predominantly 
on the reins 

Handler must be an Adult 
with a lead attached to 
the horse at all times 
whilst mounted  

Rider can be assisted by 
Handler if needed 

ANWE welcomes disabled 
riders

Horse min 4 yo

No Speed Phase

No Cattle Phase 
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The Secretaries          10th October 2017 
 
ANWE- NSW 
ANWE – Vic 
ANWE - WA 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
At the request of the ANWE Ltd Board the ANWE Ltd Sub-Committee recently 
prepared and submitted a Grading Proposal for approval. 
 
A Grading System is being introduced to address the concerns of some ANWE 
members who wish to be able to move their horses between levels as part of their 
overall training and gaining of experience for horses and riders.   
 
The Board is pleased to announce the Grading System listed below which may be 
utilised by ANWE affiliated Clubs from 1st January 2018. 
 
Participant Division - Introductory to Debutante F 
 
Horses may compete at any level, move up and down between Introductory and 
Debutante F levels as needed.   
 
The Participant Division will give inexperienced riders/horses the freedom to move 
between levels (Introductory to Deb F) and gain experience and confidence.  A 
Participant horse should NOT compete in the Competitor Division until its owner 
feels their horse is established at the desired level of competition. 
 
State and National Horse of the Year Competitions will NOT include Participant 
Division horses.  However, Clubs have the flexibility to decide whether they wish to 
run a Club Horse of the Year Competition for Participant horses.   
 
 
Competitor Division - Preliminary to Masters  
 
Competitor Division is for more experienced riders who are comfortable with the 
training requirements and restrictions for each level. 
 
Once a horse and rider combination is competing in Competitor Division that 
combination must stay in Competitor Division, that is, it cannot go back to Participant 
Division. 
 

ACN 610 777 583 

www.anweltd.com.au 

Grading Guideline 
for Competition


