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KLAMATH COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT #4
	4041 Balsam Drive
                                                               Klamath Falls, Oregon 97601

Board Meeting Minutes February 23rd, 2026

Present: Brad Mason, Dan Scalas, Alex Dumay, Ramus Rodgers Chief Markee and Lesa Fanus
Minutes of Board Meeting January 21st, 2026: Motion made by Alex to approve Board minutes from November 17,2025. Ramus seconded. Motion carried.

Old Business:
Extension on Seismic: Everything is pretty much done. DCI is paid and done and just waiting to get ZCS paid up. 
Training Officer: Chief talked to Monica at SDAO and she said its no on paying the training officer. It is not a good idea to pay volunteers. It enters the discrimination territory and volunteers will want to know why only certain people get paid and some do not. No volunteers will be paid to keep things fair. Chief will be going to the SDAO conference next week will get more info on volunteers but definitely no to paying them.
Review SOG: All SOGs have been updated from 2025 and came directly from SDAO`s website. We need to set up SDAO board training which will be an in person all day training. The training must be completed by the end of the year.
New Business: 
Unemployment Claim Issues:  Volunteers receive payment for taking transports and they get hourly pay through the summer grant. Volunteers are now filing and claiming unemployment benefits due to lack of work because they received payments for random transports. Three volunteers are now claiming unemployment which will raise our unemployment rates. This has never happened or been a problem before and after reaching out to other stations, no one has ever filed unemployment from any other stations before either. 
Chief wants to add a line item to next years ambulance budget for transports so they do not continue to get paid out of the payroll budget as that is meant for regular employees, chief, secretary, ect. And the transport wages will drain the payroll budget. D1 will now only take transports from 7am to 7pm and will only transport to certain cities such as Medford and Bend. D4 will start to get many more and much longer transports due to this which means it will cost more in transport wages, and fuel so I t needs to be budgeted accordingly. 
SSR4A Grant Update: The station did not receive the grant. We were partnered with the Sheriff’s office, and the application was not filled out correctly or in a timely manner, so we were denied. Next time D4 will partner with Keno.  
Levy Update: Everything such as power, water, gas, ect. is more expensive and has gone up in cost. People are not all paying their property taxes which cuts into the station income. D4 charges $1.11 per thousand. D1 charges 2$2.88 per thousand. The assessor’s office suggested raises the rates to $2 but that is almost doubling the rate. The board suggest raises the rate to $1.75 as the last tax increase was 30 years ago. The application must be turned in by Feb 27th to get put on the May ballot. Chief will reach out and talk to the voters, and we will revisit this at the next meeting. Dan motions to apply for a levy at $1.75 and Alex seconds. Motion caried. 
Chief Report: 
VFC Grant: Chief wants to apply for the VFC grant. It is a $20,000 grant with a $10,000 match. Board okays Chief to apply. 
Ambulance Rates: ALS and BLS are behind the times and are billing a flat rate of $1,300 for both ALS and BLS calls. Chief proposes we raise the rates to BLS remaining at $1300 and ALS calls are raised to $2,000. These rates would still put us below the rest of the basin but close to Chiloquin’s rates. Ramus motions to raise the rates to BLS calls starting at $1,300 and ALS calls starting at $2,000. Alex seconds. Motion carried. 
Little League: The station will be sponsoring at a Little League team this year. The cost is $625 for the year.
Elections: Board Motions to elect Brad Mason as president of the board, Jerry Anselme as vice president and Dan Scalas as treasurer. Ramus Rodgers as Secretary. Dan motions. Ramus seconds. Motion carried. 
 Personnel: 
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