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WELCOME to historic Schiller Park! We are so pleased that you want to learn more about our 
sculpture exhibit.  It is titled “Suspension: Balancing Art, Nature, and Culture” with works by 
the Polish artist Jerzy Kedziora. 

It may be helpful to think for a moment about the art of sculpture in general.   

Sculptures are three-dimensional objects. They have height, width, and depth. They cast 
shadows. Sculptures occupy space, just as you occupy space. To see a sculpture in full, you will 
have to walk around the work, looking at all sides as you move around it.  

In general, sculptures are created through additive or subtractive processes—materials are 
somehow built up or somehow removed. Sculptures may also be cast from molds, meaning 
that multiple examples of the same sculpture may exist. Sculptures can be made from a wide 
variety of materials, including stone, wood, metal, plastic, textiles, and more. They may or may 
not be painted. Sculptures may be figurative or abstract, small or large, hand-crafted or 
industrially-produced. 

Jerrzy Kedziora’s works are beautiful works of hand-crafted art, but they are also amazing feats 
of balance! You may want to study the figures to see if you can figure out where he has put the 
weight to keep them suspended in the positions he designed. Jerzy says he isn’t quite sure how 
he does it.  He said many engineers have offered to calculate a formula for him, but they have 
never been successful – he just has to feel the piece and play with it on a line suspended in the 
back yard of his studio to get a feel for the balance. 

We found one of his “Acrobat with Chair” pieces on the internet and instantly felt a jolt of joy.  
We could just imagine how magical a suspended piece of art would be in Schiller Park.  We 
thought it was too much to hope that the artist would be somewhere in Ohio, but we hoped he 
or she would be nearby.  Little did we imagine that we would connect with an amazing studio 
in Krakow, Poland… but that’s what happened.  There happened to be an exhibit of the 
balancing sculptures on Long Island, and Jerzy offered it to us for a 4-month exhibit. 
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Jerzy was a young art student during the Solidarity movement in Poland, which forced 
Communism out.  From 1944 to 1989, Poland was under the Communist rule. During that forty-
five year period, all key decisions regarding both Polish foreign and domestic policies were 
made in Moscow. Jerzy began working on sculptures that expressed the need to balance all of 
the factors and new responsibilities that were changing life for Polish citizens. 

Covid-19 prevented the team from the Art&Balance studio from coming to take the exhibit 
down as scheduled, but that has made two things possible: we get to keep the exhibit up 
through this summer and, we were able to raise enough money to commission five new 
sculptures which will be permanent enhancements to our park.  Our neighbors have been 
thrilled with the exhibit and were very generous when we proposed buying a few to keep  
forever. 

As soon as international travel is once again safe, our pieces will be put on ship and sent to 
America, and Jerzy and his installation crew will come to suspend them. 

Now that you know a bit about sculpture and about Jerzy (Year-say) Kedziora (Ked-zee-ora), we 
invite you to explore “Suspension: Balancing Art, Nature, and Culture.” 
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First Stop  
Winged   

From the cycle Antica   
This cycle is a reference to antiquity, the artist has a fascination with the ancient form and culture. 

In Winged the artist combines the motif of the mythological goddesses and Polish folk beliefs.  A string 
of glass beads is supposed to suggest dew drops. Light is reflected in the beads.  

Material Kędziora has developed his own technique to cast the sculptures made of epoxy resins 
from a clay mold.  

Characteristics—figurative   

Color-illusion of marble 

Place--Kedziora visited Schiller Park in October 2019 and selected locations. Selecting the sites 
took 2 days, and installation took another 2 days with a team of 6, including assistance from two 
Friends of Schiller Park volunteers.   
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Second Stop  
Broken Circle   

Titles are often a vital clue to a work  

This is a very interesting balancing figure. By making small adjustments to the wheeled straps, you can 
cause a change in the composition system. The character can have its legs horizontally, vertically and in 
intermediate positions. In extreme conditions, with one wheel severed, the gymnast is able to maintain 
the hard-to explain position. Then, he creates a totally new sculpture composition  

Kędziora has often stated that he desires the viewer to interact with his balancing sculptures, even if it is 
simply the viewer’s “fear” that the sculpture may fall.   
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Third Stop  
Acrobat with Chair I, and Acrobat with Chair II 
from the cycle “Chairs”  
 
The original was born in the critical Transformation period and was meant to put into form statements 
by Lech Wałęsa, who was aspiring to the presidential seat - ‘I do not want it, but I have to do it’. The 
cycle of acrobats with chairs in various arrangements also touches upon the struggle for positions at the 
table of the newly formed democracy.  
 
Character—acrobats were among the first images Kędziora used for balancing technique  

Color—note different use of color in figures and chair  

Material—note different material used for the chair   

Various compositions of Acrobats with Chair have been displayed in many countries. Currently one of 
them is presented in St-Urban, Switzerland, and another in Amsterdam. 
 
Kedziora was very concerned about drawing attention away from the Schiller Monument and had to be 
convinced that it was appropriate to install these pieces above the Huntington Garden. 
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Third Stop Continued 
 
At this location, guides can point out the first pieces of sculpture placed in Schiller Park, the statue of 
Schiller. 
 
The bronze statue was cast at a foundry in Munich, Germany, and the monument was dedicated on July 
4, 1891. 
 
There are four signs that detail the history of the monument posted to the fence that encircles it.  
Visitors should be encouraged to explore. 
 
Guides should also point out the location of the Umbrella Girl fountain.  The statue replaced the original 
Umbrella Girl, which went missing in an unsolved mystery.  She was created by Columbus Artist Joan 
Wobst and dedicated in 1996.  There is a sign at the fountain with more details.  She may have her red 
coat on by the time we are hosting tour groups, in which case you can explain that the coat magically 
appears each year, and no one in the neighborhood knows who is responsible for her holiday attire. 
 
It is because Schiller Park contains two such iconic pieces of sculpture, that the notion of hosting the 
Suspension exhibit seems so fitting! 
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Fourth Stop  
Green Acrobat 
 
The theme here is the willingness of an ordinary man to become a hero. He is not good at it.  

  

 

 

Color: Like in English in Polish “green” can mean the color or “green” also refers to someone who is new 
to something, a person unfamiliar   
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Fifth Stop  
Broken Rope  

This composition is dedicated to the twilight of artistic careers. Here, the acrobat has encountered the 
catastrophe of a rope break, but his experience allows him to master the situation, and even results in a 
new interesting evolution. 
 
Perhaps not unlike the acrobat, the sculptor has taken this forced pose and created new balance 
solutions and building dynamics.  
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Sixth Stop  
Ruptured Voice 

Woman Bell and Man Bell   

 

The original version of the Man-Bell and Woman-Bell was made for a Solidarity exhibition and started a 
larger series of works entitled A Ruptured Voice.  
 
During the battles to overthrow the communist government, the opposition would communicate with 
each other via church bells.  The security services knew that they were calling something, but did not 
know the code. There is a Polish expression that says “The bell rings with the heart.”   
 
In one of the versions of Bells, the artist himself appears (but not in the Schiller exhibit). 
 
. 
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Seventh Stop  
The Rower 
The hero of the sport.  The essence of the composition was a large deflection of the form beyond the 
outline of the rope, who more than just flows, he floats on the water track.   It is a personal challenge to 
show a different type of movement and connection with water (not land).  

 

Elements that are helpful to consider include 

Place: Kędziora walked around and around the pond, looking for the right expanse.  He only realized 
later that there is a fountain in the other side of the pond – it wasn’t working the day of installation.  
Good thing he didn’t select that space! 

Color: The Rower is the same material, but is colored differently than the Acrobats with Chairs 

Movement: the piece is, of course, kinetic.  The movement that happens as the cables shift in the wind 
is much like what an actual rower’s motion would look like. 

Light: There is a reflection on the surface of the water that adds a dimension that the pieces over land 
are missing. 
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Eighth Stop  
Golfer  

It's just a golfer. The original title of the work is Dilettante. The artist did not address the specific 
conditions of this sport, passion, and enthusiasts.  

 

 

Kędziora has worked with a number of engineers who have wanted to use statistics and vectors to 
identify the centers of gravity.  He said it has never worked.  He says he turns off his logic to create the 
pieces, and that he must admit he has never completely understood any one of his sculptures.  Here, 
the bag provides the counter weight that allows the figure to stand upright on a wire.  
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Ninth Stop  
Girl with Yoyo 
 

Pablo’s Girl - A Girl with Yo-yo  
from the cycle “Girls”  
The early painting cycles of Picasso - Rose and Blue - have 
impressed the artist since the first time he saw them.  
Kedziora said “This piece is intended to honor Picasso 
and to show my appreciation for the great creators.”  

  

Left: Pablo Picasso, 1905, Acrobate à la Boule (Acrobat on 
a ball) 
 
 
Scale: Note the size of girl in relation to the other human 
figures  
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Tenth Stop 
Juggler with Cudgels  

This gymnast is one of a series of small sportsmen engaged in artistic gymnastics.  

The American term for cudgels is “juggling clubs” 
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Eleventh Stop 
Gymnast with Balls   
 
Kedziora was inspired by his granddaughter’s participation in gymnastics training.   He said “The charm 
of youth, beauty and the incredibility of movement as well as the masterful use of ‘tools’ inspired me to 
create this cycle, in which one can notice gymnasts with ribbons, clubs, balls, jumping ropes and whips.” 
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Twelfth Stop  
Duo 
 
It is one of the few multiform compositions (on this scale) in the artist's work. The security 
considerations of these sculptures in public spaces (size, weight, rope length, inclination) limit the 
artist's freedom. By combining two acrobats, he can create interesting relationships. And here is such an 
attempt. 
 
This is a photo of a different duo composition. 
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Thirteenth Stop 
False Tone  
 
At first, the sculpture was intended for the artist's gallery near his studio. With sunny blinks of cymbal 
moving keys or strings, the sculpture was to tease, wake up, and push for more intense work. It was 
supposed to be a reminder. One of the strings - let's say g - is leaning out differently, probably not 
toned.  

The concept came from the artist’s fascination with the vibraphonist Gary Burton.  

Born in 1943 and raised in Indiana, Gary Burton taught himself to play the vibraphone and, at the age of 
17, made his recording debut in Nashville, Tennessee, with guitarists Hank Garland and Chet Atkins. Two 
years later, Burton left his studies at Berkley College of Music to join George Shearing and subsequently 
Stan Getz, with whom he worked from 1964-1966. As a member of Getz’s quartet, Burton won Down 
Beat magazine’s Talent Deserving of Wider Recognition award in 1965. By the time he left Getz to form 
his own quartet in 1967, Burton had also recorded three albums under his name for RCA, borrowing 
rhythms from rock music. 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Fourteenth Stop 
Last Show    
The artist takes up the subject of artistic biographies; he is interested in the quality of life, achieving the goal, he is 
interested in situations in which a man stumbles and something goes wrong. The Last Show is an artist saying goodbye 
to the audience.  

 

 

  

    
Thank you for taking the tour! 
 
There are additional pieces on display at Thurber Park (on Jefferson Avenue between Broad and Long Streets), at 
Livingston Park in front of Nationwide Children’s Hospital (on the east edge of the park), and  inside the atrium at Main 
Library (which is currently closed). 



 

 

This is Jerzy in his studio, working on a new “Rower” for Schiller Pond.  Isn’t it an exciting work-in- progress?!

 


