- (4) Judges shall not make unnecessary appointments. Judges shall exercise the power of
appointment impartially and on the basis of merit. Judges shall avoid nepotism and
favoritism. Judges shall not approve compensation of appointees beyond the fair value
of service rendered.

- Commentary: Appointees of judges include assigned counsel, officials such as referees,
commissioners, special masters, receivers, guardians and personnel such as clerks,
secretaries, and bailiffs. Consent by the parties to an appointment or an award of
compensation does not relieve the judge of the obligation prescribed by Section 3C(4).

D Disciplinary Responsibilities |/

(1) Judges who receive information indicating a substantial likelihood that another judge has
committed a violation of this Code should take appropriate action. Judges having
knowledge* that another judge has committed a violation of this Code that raises a
substantial question as to the other judge’s fitness for office shall inform the appropriate
authority™.

12) Judges who receive information indicating a substantial likelihood that a lawyer has
Committed a violation of the Standards of Conduct of the State Bar of Georgia should take
appropriate action. Judges having knowledge* that a lawyer has committed a violation of

‘ the Standards of Conduct of the State Bar of Georgia that raises a substantial question as to
- the lawyer’s honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a lawyer in other respects shall inform the
‘ appropriate authority*.

- 13) Acts of judges, in the discharge of disciplinary responsibilities, required or permitted by
’ Sections 3D(1) and 3D(2) are part of their judicial duties and shall be absolutely privileged,
and no civil action predicated thereon may be instituted against these judges.

Commentary: Appropriate action may include direct communication with the judge or
lawyer who has committed the violation, or other direct action if available, and reporting
the violation to the appropriate authority or other agency or body.

. Section 3D(1) requires judges to inform the Judicial Qualifications Commission of any
other judge’s violation of the Code of Judicial Conduct, if the violation raises a substantial
question of fitness for office and if the violation is actually known to the reporting judge.

Section 3D(2) also requires judges to report to the State Bar of Georgia any violation by a i
lawyer of the Standards of Conduct , if the violation raises a substantial question of the
lawyer’s fitness as a lawyer and, again, if the violation is actually known to the reporting

] Jjudge.
£ Disgualification

11} Judges shall disqualify themselves in any proceeding in which their impartiality might
‘ reasonably be questioned, including but not limited to instances where:




