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THE CDINBURGH CASTLE




THE STONE °r DESTINY

Student, Kay Matheson along with lan Hamilton, Alan Stuart, and Gavin Vernon pulled off
one of the most famous thefts in the history of England by stealing the Stone of Scone for Stane
of Destiny) from Westminster Abbey on Christmas Day 1950,

Five months later the students placed the stone in Arbroath Abbey. The authorites had it oken




STIRLING CASTLE

stirling Castle is one of Scotland’s grandest castles, if not

the grandest of he castle is situated on top of the 250

ft high Cast act volcano and is open for
gunded on three sides by

Knights, nobles and foreig
flocked to Stirling Castie to reve
with its superb sculptures and beaut
was a favoured residence of the Stewart K
gueens who held grand celebrations from
christenings to coronations.

In 1314, The Battle of Bannockburn took place very
close to the walls of Stirling Castle. In this conflict, the
Scots led by Robert the Bruce, defeated Edward II's army
‘and eventually captured the castle.
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A country's 'National Animal’ sho
the best, and defining, qualities of the
who chose it.

Scots have a strong sentimental streak under that
and Scottish culture is rich in superstitions, myths and &
S0, choosing a heraldic symbol as awe-inspiring as the unicd
sense even though the symbol is a fictitious creature!

In Celtic Mythology the Unicorn of Scotland symbolized innocence and p¥
healing powers, joy and even life itself.

It was also seen as a symbol of masculinity and power.

Two sides of the same coin as it were, a blend of male virility and female
nurturing - a perfect mix of yin and yang!

It's not quite clear exactly when the Unicorn first appeared in Scottish heraldry,
but one of the earliest examples is seen in the 'Royal Coat of Arms' at Rothesay
Castle which is believed to have been carved sometime before the 15th century.
Before England and Scotland came under joint rule, Scotland's Coat of Arms
featured two Unicorns supporting a shield.



own of Kirkcudbright,

e late 16th century. It

better castles to
A fairy typical Scottish'S

being 'on the High Street’.

The shell of the building stands largely co
ground floor retains its vaulted ceilings.
The location is amazing, so close to a main road and

bustling harbour.

Good number of history boards are located for easy
access to information. Mot a lot to seein terms of

artefacts etc.

Admission price approx... 4 pounds

f fwww. historicenvironment.scot/visit-

a-place/places/maclellan-s-castle
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could be better than a native-born plant

Unfortunately for these unwary invaders, one of the ard ona
Scottish thistle and his cries of shock and pain were e

Leaping to their feet, the clansmen charged into battle and the re
and yes, the fiery Scots were victorious :)

say, is histary...

Legend has it that because of the heroic role the plant played in the outcome of the battle, the
thistle was immediately chosen as a national emblem.
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