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WHILE BIRDS ENJOY VISITING BIRD FEEDERS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, WINTER 
IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT TIMES TO OFFER SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD. COLD 
TEMPERATURES MAKE IT HARDER FOR BIRDS TO MAINTAIN THE CALORIES 
THEY NEED TO STAY WARM AND ACTIVE. 
ALTHOUGH THERE ARE MANY SUSTAINABLE WAYS TO SUPPORT LOCAL BIRDS
—SUCH AS PLANTING BERRY-PRODUCING SHRUBS AND TREES, ESPECIALLY 
THOSE THAT FRUIT IN WINTER—TODAY’S FOCUS IS ALL ABOUT BIRD FEEDERS 
AND THE BIRDS THAT VISIT THEM. 
WHY BIRD FEEDERS ARE ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT IN WINTER 
DURING WINTER, NATURAL FOOD SOURCES BECOME SCARCE. BIRD FEEDERS 
HELP PROVIDE RELIABLE, HIGH-ENERGY FOOD THAT SUPPORTS LOCAL BIRD 
POPULATIONS WHEN THEY NEED IT MOST. 
YOU CAN START SMALL WITH JUST ONE BIRD FEEDER—BUT DON’T BE 
SURPRISED IF THAT QUICKLY TURNS INTO TWO… OR FIVE. THE CHEERFUL 
CHIRPS, TRILLS, AND AMUSING ANTICS OF BACKYARD BIRDS CAN BECOME 
WONDERFULLY ADDICTIVE TO WATCH. 
💡  PRO TIP: IF YOU RECEIVED A RAINBOW GARDENS GIFT CERTIFICATE FOR 
CHRISTMAS, A BIRD FEEDER IS A PERFECT WAY TO USE IT—AND ONE YOU 
WON’T REGRET. 

TYPES OF BIRD FEEDERS & THE BIRDS THEY ATTRACT 
BIRD FEEDERS COME IN A WIDE VARIETY OF SIZES AND STYLES, WHICH CAN 
FEEL OVERWHELMING AT FIRST. BELOW IS A SIMPLE BREAKDOWN OF 
COMMON BIRD FEEDER TYPES AND THE BIRDS THEY TYPICALLY ATTRACT. 
  
  
TUBE BIRD FEEDERS 
TUBE BIRD FEEDERS HAVE MULTIPLE SMALL PERCHES AND FEEDING PORTS, 
MAKING THEM IDEAL FOR SMALLER BIRDS. 
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COMMON VISITORS INCLUDE: 
• GOLDFINCHES 
• TITMICE 
• CHICKADEES 
• FINCHES 
• NUTHATCHES 

PLATFORM BIRD FEEDERS 
PLATFORM BIRD FEEDERS MIMIC OPEN GROUND WITH A FLAT FEEDING 
SURFACE. WHILE THEY ARE ONE OF THE MESSIEST BIRD FEEDERS, THEY 
ATTRACT BIRDS THAT PREFER FORAGING ALONG THE SOIL. 
YOU MAY SEE: 
• CARDINALS 
• JAYS 
• DOVES 
• SOME FINCHES 
• CERTAIN SPARROWS 

HOPPER BIRD FEEDERS 
HOPPER BIRD FEEDERS HOLD SEED IN A RESERVOIR THAT GRADUALLY DROPS 
FOOD ONTO A FEEDING TRAY. FILLED WITH BLACK OIL SUNFLOWER SEED, THEY 
ATTRACT THE WIDEST VARIETY OF BIRDS. 
BIRDS COMMONLY SEEN AT HOPPER FEEDERS INCLUDE: 
• GOLDFINCHES 
• TITMICE 
• CHICKADEES 
• FINCHES 
• NUTHATCHES 
• CARDINALS 
• JAYS 
• DOVES 
• SPARROWS 
• WOODPECKERS 
⭐  THIS IS OFTEN A FAVORITE FEEDER STYLE DUE TO ITS VERSATILITY AND 
POPULARITY WITH MANY SPECIES. 



  
  
SUET BIRD FEEDERS 
SUET BIRD FEEDERS ARE TYPICALLY WIRE CAGES THAT HOLD BLOCKS OF 
RENDERED FAT MIXED WITH SEEDS, NUTS, OR FRUIT. SUET IS EXTREMELY HIGH 
IN CALORIES, MAKING IT IDEAL FOR WINTER FEEDING. 
COMMON SUET FEEDER VISITORS INCLUDE: 
• WRENS 
• NUTHATCHES 
• WOODPECKERS 
• CARDINALS 
• CHICKADEES 
⚠  IMPORTANT NOTE: AVOID USING SUET BIRD FEEDERS IN SUMMER. HEAT 
CAN CAUSE SUET TO SPOIL AND TURN RANCID. 
  
NET OR THISTLE BIRD FEEDERS 
THESE FEEDERS FEATURE TINY WIRE OPENINGS DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR 
THISTLE (NYJER) SEED. 
BEST FOR ATTRACTING: 
• FINCHES 

BEST PLACEMENT FOR BIRD FEEDERS 
FEEDING BIRDS CAN GET A BIT MESSY, BUT PROPER PLACEMENT HELPS 
MINIMIZE CLEANUP WHILE KEEPING BIRDS SAFE. 
FOLLOW THESE BIRD FEEDER PLACEMENT TIPS: 
• PLACE FEEDERS IN THE YARD WHERE THEY’RE VISIBLE FROM WINDOWS 

SO YOU CAN ENJOY THE ACTIVITY. 
• KEEP FEEDERS ABOUT 10 FEET FROM SHRUBS OR TREES SO BIRDS HAVE 

NEARBY SHELTER FROM PREDATORS. 
• AVOID HANGING FEEDERS UNDER TREE LIMBS, WHICH SQUIRRELS USE 

FOR THEIR DRAMATIC “FLOP, DROP, AND SEED-STEAL” MANEUVERS. 
• MOUNT FEEDERS AT LEAST 5 FEET OFF THE GROUND TO DISCOURAGE 

SQUIRRELS. 



• USE A SQUIRREL BAFFLE ON FEEDER POLES FOR ADDED PROTECTION. 
WHAT TO EXPECT AFTER INSTALLING BIRD FEEDERS 
DON’T WORRY IF BIRDS DON’T SHOW UP IMMEDIATELY. IT CAN TAKE TIME 
FOR BIRDS TO DISCOVER NEW BIRD FEEDERS. ONCE THEY DO, VISITS WILL 
INCREASE—ESPECIALLY IF YOU KEEP FEEDERS FULL OF PREFERRED SEEDS LIKE 
BLACK OIL SUNFLOWER SEEDS. 
BIRDS WON’T NECESSARILY VISIT EVERY DAY, BUT THEY WILL RETURN 
REGULARLY AS THEY ROTATE THROUGH THE NEIGHBORHOOD. 
  
  
CLEANING TIPS: 
• CLEAN FEEDERS IF SEED BECOMES WET OR MOLDY. 
• WASH WITH WARM WATER AND A SMALL AMOUNT OF DAWN 

DETERGENT. 
• RINSE THOROUGHLY AND ALLOW TO DRY BEFORE REFILLING. 

ENJOY THE REWARDS OF FEEDING BIRDS 
FEEDING BIRDS IS A POSITIVE, RELAXING, AND DEEPLY REWARDING 
EXPERIENCE. WE HOPE THIS GUIDE INSPIRES YOU TO GET STARTED—OR TO 
EXPAND YOUR COLLECTION OF BIRD FEEDERS. 
  
STOP BY EITHER RAINBOW GARDENS LOCATION TO EXPLORE OUR SELECTION 
OF BIRD FEEDERS, BIRD SEED, AND ACCESSORIES. AND IF YOU’RE FEELING 
EXTRA GENEROUS, ADD A BIRDBATH AND ENJOY THE DELIGHTFUL SPLASH-
AND-FLUTTER ANTICS OF YOUR FINE-FEATHERED VISITORS. 
HAPPY BIRDING! 🐦 🌿  
~THE HAPPY GARDENER, LISA MULROY 
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