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Wish you could make
multiples of your favorite
plants? You can — just
root (for) them! Follow
these simple steps to
duplicate your darlings.

Many garden plants, including those sold in nurseries, are
initially produced from cuttings. This method provides a
way to duplicate existing plants genetically — and you
can do it at home for your favorite plants!

In fall, many plants can be rooted well in a growing
medium, including herbs and some natives like Turk’s cap,
flame acanthus and cenizo.



Rosemary. Take semi-hardwood cuttings in September-
October. Cut 4- to 5-inch stems. Remove the lower leaves,
dip in rooting hormone and plant in a well-draining mix. Keep
the soil moist, in bright indirect light and avoid overwatering
to prevent rot. New leaf growth in 4 to 6 weeks means roots
are forming.

Salvia. Take semi-hardwood cuttings in September. Snip 3-
to 4-inch tip cuttings, strip off lower leaves and pinch off
flower buds. Keep in bright shade and mist frequently until
rooted. Firm stems and resistance when tugged lightly mean
roots are forming.

Turk’s cap. Take softwood cuttings in early September. Take
4-inch green stem cuttings before flowers fully form. Use a
rooting hormone, maintain high humidity (with a dome or
bag) and bright but indirect light. New shoots forming at the
base of the cutting mean roots are forming.

Roses (and other hardwood shrubs). Take cuttings in late
October-November. Cut 8- to 10-inch dormant wood pieces
and bury halfway in moist soil. Keep outdoors in a protected
spot; avoid full sun until spring. Watch for swelling buds in
late winter/early spring.

Lavender. Take semi-hardwood cuttings September-October.
Take 3-inch cuttings from non-flowering stems, strip the
leaves and dip in rooting hormone. Use a sandy soil mix and
avoid excess moisture. Watch for fragrant new growth from
the tip.



« Cut in the morning when stems are full of
moisture.

« Use a sharp, clean tool to avoid crushing tissue.
Cut directly below a node and take a cutting
with at least three nodes above the cut. Use the
smallest cutting possible as bigger pieces are
harder to establish.

«  Remove lower leaves and dip the cut end in
rooting hormone. Plant at least two nodes under
the soil where the roots will form. (Leave the
upper node in the air to produce leaves and
buds.)

« Keep the soil evenly moist but not soggy!

Roots should begin to develop in one to four weeks,



