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5 October 2026
MEDIA STATEMENT

The real tribute to the late Vanitha Senathirajah, Secretary of the
Eelam Tamil Rights Assembly, is to faithfully complete the work
she left behind

On 14 February 2026, in Trincomalee, the Advance Unedited Version of the Resolution on the
Political Aspirations of the nation of Eelam Tamils was released, and preparatory work began
to build the Eelam Tamil Rights Assembly (ETRA). It rested on the recognition that an
organisation was needed to carry the Resolution forward and advance grassroots action on the
collective rights of the Eelam Tamils.

Vanitha Senathirajah (41), from Vavuniya, came forward to function as the voluntary
secretary for this project.

She was recommended for the position on the grounds of her proficiency in both languages,
her background of taking part at a grassroots level in Eelam Tamil national activities, her
continued interest in artistic and literary expression, her reputation as a teacher capable of
helping and guiding others, and her ability to conduct meetings and put forward views via the
media. She was recognised as the person best suited to collect the people's opinions before the
edited Resolution was released and to develop ETRA into a people-based organisation.

As soon as she agreed to take on the task, she was clear that ETRA should be established
independently as a fully people-based, homeland-centred organisation. She carried out her
work in that spirit and with transparency.

She put in endless effort to hold district-level meetings in two forms: district introductory
meetings and grassroots small-group gatherings, also known as pocket meetings.

She held district meetings in all districts of the North-East except Jaffna, and she was
preparing for Jaffna. Meanwhile, she compiled people's opinions on the Resolution, which still
needed editing, and meticulously recorded them online. She undertook both tasks
independently and remained committed to doing so.

At the commemoration of Mullivaaykkaal on 18 May 2026, she prepared and issued a written
and video statement for ETRA. She expressed her opposition to the arrest of the rap artist
Sangeethsan and took part in the protests demanding his release, as well as participating in
the protests organised by the kith and kin of the persons subjected to enforced
disappearances. These stand as public testimony to her activism and her convictions.

The last public event she attended on behalf of our organisation was the commemoration of
the fiftieth anniversary of the Vaddukkoddai Resolution, held in Jaffna on 20 June. She
remained active in the organisation's internal work and communications also after that.

On 23 September, news of her death in the Minneriya area, far from her home in Vavuniya,
spread rapidly on social media. The loss has deeply shocked those who knew her well, as well
as everyone who took part in her work in the various districts. We still have not got over the
shock of what happened and why.
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All the activities she undertook through ETRA concerned rights guaranteed under
international law; they fell within the areas of freedom of expression, collective rights, and
freedom of assembly, and she was fully aware of this. She was a great reader and fluent in
both English and Tamil.

The circumstances of her tragic death are now being questioned by the people and by our
organisation alike. She was engaged in political, artistic and literary work. What this must
mean for her family, and for the young people she taught, is a burden beyond words.

At this hour, we stand with Vanitha Senathirajah's family, her relatives and her friends,
extending our deepest condolences.

Vanitha Senathirajah had no background at all in armed struggle; to our knowledge, she had
not been the subject of any action under the Prevention of Terrorism Act or any other Sri
Lankan law, and she had not passed on any such warning to us. Yet, given the present
atmosphere, human rights defenders are being targeted, and it is therefore necessary for the
relevant authorities to carry out a proper inquiry into her death.

Her death has given rise to grave suspicion, given what is known about the Minneriya area,
particularly in relation to the Sri Lankan military. UN human rights reports and
international human rights organisations have reported that torture camps operated there in
the past. They have stated that these camps were run by the Sri Lankan military,
paramilitary groups, and covert elements linked to the white-van abductions.

All expect the police and legal authorities to discharge their duty diligently in two respects.
They must carry out a forensic analysis of the evidence relating to her death. They must also
establish the authenticity of the letter found where she died. If the highest levels of the Sri
Lankan state fail to act, the suspicions they face will only grow.

The world knows these institutions do not function justly for Eelam Tamils. On behalf of our
organisation, we therefore call upon all human rights bodies to give this death the closest
attention at the international level and act without delay.

Vanitha Senathirajah collected the people's opinions and views and passed them on. The only
genuine and significant way to proceed is to finalise the Resolution based on these, and we call

on all concerned to do so now.

Beyond this, we will announce the next steps towards establishing ETRA once we have
consulted all concerned.

Issued on behalf of the Eelam Tamil Rights Assembly by:

Rev. Fr. Luke John Kasendran Thurairasa
ETRA Batticaloa District Task Force ETRA North America Liaison
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