Ken Riehl
	Ken started his comments off with a story about ministers.  Ask him about it, if you missed this opportunity.Ken then proceeded to tell us he is a very private person probably as a result of his childhood.  He was born on Feb. 28th, 1930, the second of two sons of Hilda and Fred Riehl.  They lived in New Hamburg on Queen Street.  Although it was a very short street, the neighbours were of a different stature.  
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One was trafficking in liquor and another was a junk dealer, a bootlegger and a fence and eventually spent time in jail. With neighbours like that Ken is entitled to be private!  His grandfather and father were brick and stone masons and worked in the area quite extensively.  The depression had a severe affect on the family and particularly Ken. To this day he does not care for turnip, cabbage or rabbit as food staples.  And, as a result of a junk-yard fire he was involved in, he still has a healthy respect for gas.
Ken recalls many of the 1oca1 activities in New Hamburg including hockey with the Meekers, including Howie.  His involvement with that sport cost him his teeth! 
Along about this time, his mother and dad split up with Dad going to Toronto and the family remaining in New Hamburg.  As a result of this Ken became much more involved in school, the library and church.  When grandfather sold the house, Ken eventually boarded at a chums place on a farm nearby.  He completed high school but could not attend University for financial reasons.
Ken did, however, attend Normal Schoo1 and eventually became a teacher.  He met Carolyn Snyder, his future wife there.  He first taught at Hampstead, north of Shakespeare.  Ken married Carolyn in 1954 and in l955 they moved to Woodstock. He taught at Central School.
During this time he completed his degree at Western University through extension courses.  In 1960 he moved on to W.C.I. for 14 years and eventually specialized in history.  In 1974 he returned to elementary school as Principal at Drumbo Central. Being on the verge of burnout, he returned to teaching, again at Central Schoo1 in 1980. 
Carolyn and Ken have one daughter, Mary and two sons, John and Chris as well as a daughter-in-1aw, Jeanna and a 4 year old granddaughter, Stephanie.
Ken and Carolyn are enjoying their retirement and love to travel.  They spend their summers at Sauble Beach.  Cancer Society, Heart and Stroke Fund, church activities and bridge round out their lives.
Ken admitted to us that, Carolyn is the brains in the family.  When the family was grown she then had time to secure her degree in English.
His hobby is reading and collecting books and in fact, has a used book store and does the antique shows.  With that Ken concluded his talk.
And there you have Ken Riehl.
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