
1. What has changed for the better in Kalamazoo in the last 10 years?

MIRIAM: The formation of 
groups like ISAAC and 

TRHT Kalamazoo (now MI 
Transformation Collective) 

that are helping white 
residents understand the 

racial disparities in our 
community. 

2. What has continued to be a challenge in Kalamazoo?

1. Describe what a happy and healthy city means to you.

MIRIAM:
Safe

2. Is there something in your neighborhood that exemplifies the nature of a healthy and happy city?

Wilson: Lack of traffic 
enforcement continue to be a 
problem. Still see many cars 

with dark tinted windows and 
no license plate. this is 

especially concerning as a 
pedestrian and cyclist, as you 

can't tell if the driver is looking 
your way during a street 

crossing. 

Wilson: 
neighborhood
get togethers 
on a block by 
block level 

3. What needs to stay, endure, be built upon for Kalamazoo to be the happy and healthy city you described?

1. What is needed to achieve the happy and healthy city you describe? 2. What are the barriers or challenges to reaching the goals you describe?

1. What role does the community have in creating a happy and healthy city?

Serving on 
committees 
and boards-

QND

2. Are there partnerships to be that could help create a happy and healthy city?
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MIRIAM: The city 
hiring a 

Sustainability 
Coordinator and 

approving a 10- year
Sustainability Plan.

MIRIAM: 
Walkable

- 

MIRIAM: 
Thriving 

Economically 

MIRIAM: 
Accessible 

Green 
Space

MIRIAM: Excellent 
Municipal Services - 

Water, Trash Pick 
Up, Fire, and Public 

Safety, & Public 
Transportation

Wilson: more 
downtown activities

hosted by shops. 
feel a lot more like a

community than 
just business. 

Wilson: more 
climate activism 

and environmental 
activism than 
before. Solar 

purchase by city is a
welcoming gesture. 

Wilson: A lot 
more bike lanes 

and traffic 
calming measure 

in adjacent 
neighborhoods. Wilson: Torn down 

building 
repurposed as 

nature playscape. A 
big win for giving 
space for kids. 

Wilson: Continued 
investment in public

space such as 
Literacy Lane, Play 
Street, Upjohn Park 

Fitness Court, 
Farmers Market, etc

Wilson: KRVT and PCBT connection 
between Kalamazoo and Portage. 

Portage continues to grow in resident 
and business. Many Kalamazoo resident

might live in Kalamazoo but work in 
Portage. Currently the KRVT does not 

have a safe connection to PCBT. There 
isn't even a bike lane. Also need to 

consider connecting PCBT and KRVT to 
local business. 

Wilson: Lack of bike and pedestrian safety 
infrastructure on Bronson Blvd and Inkster. If we 

consider how kids travel in our neighborhood, 
Bronson Blvd and Inkster are two vital path. However 

the Inkster crossing at Westnedge is super close to 
cars travelling at 50mph+. Visibility is not great due to 
being on top of the hill. Would like to see aggressive 

traffic calming measures being made at this crossing. 
Bronson blvd is another road that divides Westnedge 

Hill. Cars regularly goes 35-45mph at Bronson, and 
with the sharp winding roads it's often impossible to 

see if a car is approaching from a safe distance. 
Would like to see round about or speed hump on 

Bronson Blvd. 

wilson: better connection to 
neighborhood amenities. Need 
to consider how do resident get 
around on their bike/scooter to 

Girl Scout, YMCA, Maple 
Magnet, Parkwood Upjohn, 

Milwood Middle, Montessori, 
Kazoo school, Gagi, Midtown 
plaza, Oakwood Plaza, Whites 

Plaza, Asylum Lake, Kleinstuck. I 
would even consider Davis park 

wilson: Allied 
paper super 

fund site 
finally 

capped. 

Wilson: 
Neighborhoods 

that cherish 
community and 

local culture over 
their differences. 

Wilson: Kids playing and 
moving outside regularly. 

Design the city for kids 
and it will be better for 

everyone. Kids on street 
also is a sign of safe and 

trustful city. 

Wilson: Driving is 
not the only 

option to be able 
to get around 

efficiently. 

Wilson: City decision 
should focus on citizen
happiness and health 
instead of economic 
growth (i.e: Graphical 

Packaging) 

Wilson: Multiple access
point into Kleinstuck 
preserve. Sometimes 
through neighbor's 

private property, 
which they generously 

allows. 

Wilson: great 
economic activities 

surrounding the 
WH neighborhood. 

(Oakwood Plaza, 
Midtown Plaza, 
Whites Plaza)

Wilson: New development 
need to be more mixed 

zoning. Having everything 
concentrate in small area 
means more traffic and 

parking issues. 

wilson: More events and culture
to attract Detroit and Chicago 

crowd. Find a niche for 
Kalamazoo to stand out. This 
will strengthen Kalamazoo's 

economy and infrastructure. (ie.
have more Expo and 

entertainment events vs 
restaurants and brewery. Build 
off Kalamazoo's awesome art 

scene)

Using Bronson
park for 

activities such 
as Lunchtime 

live- VL

Expanding 
and 

repurposing 
vacant areas. - 

VL

Enforcing any 
sort of codes 

or rules of the 
city.- VL

Not creating new codes to keep 
up with expanding natural 

landscapes. All for this, but on 
street corners and curbside city 
owned spaces it creates safety 
issues for pedestrians, bikers, 
and vehicles. Also blocking fire 

hydrants and other city utilities. 
VL

Creating sidewalks in 
places/streets that don't 

have them.

Continuing sidewalks 
where they currently stop 

(example Fairview)- VL

Keeping 
downtown 
area safe- 

VL

City officials listening 
to residents and 

attempting to poll 
public before just 

making a decision that 
impacts the entire city.

- VL

Youth being 
involved in 

structured positive 
pro- social activities 
that are accessible 

to all youth 
residents. - VL

Monitoring 
continued public 
transit fares to 

continue to make
sure it is 

affordable for all.

Continue to look at 
new developments to 
ensure that they offer 

parking for what 
they're attracting. - VL

(backing off of 
Wilson's)

Balance between 
creating new 

buildings/spaces, 
green spaces and

parking. - VL

Understanding that 
alternative modes of 

transportation are 
awesome, but aren't 

applicable/ doesn't work 
everyone's lifestyle, 

abilities, or work. So we 
still have to make room for

car users. - VL

Lack of 
coordinating with
city and residents

for 
planning/zoning.- 

VL

Lack of 
communication 

from the city before
decisions are made.
- VL (they're starting 

to get better)

Attending city 
meetings and 

subcommittees 
- VL

Being open to 
everyone's ideas 

not just those 
that align with 

personal ideas. - 
VL

Opportunities 
like this to 

come together
as a 

community- VL

DeLuca- Greschak: 
Deer have become 

rampant in the 
neighborhood and 

are increasingly 
destructive to 

landscape.DeLuca=Greschak: 
Metro Transit 

moving to zero 
emissions bus fleet.

DeLuca- 
Greschak: 

Retention of 
mid- scale and 
upscale dining.

DeLuca- 
Greschak: The 
availability of 
reliable local 

news.

DeLuca- 
Greschak: The 

opening of 
Midtown 

Fresh.
DeLuca- Greschak:
Widely and easily 
accessible mental
health services.

DeLuca- 
Greschak: 
Vandalized 

and/or graffiti 
of property.

DeLuca- 
Greschak: 

Better 
enforcement of 
noise violations.

DeLuca- 
Greschak: 

Improvements
to Kleinstuck 

Preserve.

DeLuca- Greschak: 
Neighborhood 
streets need 

targeted repaving. 
Edgemoor, Law and

others.

DeLuca- Greschak:
Improved and 

improving 
infrastructure: 

gas lines, sewers, 
etc.

DeLuca- 
Greschak: 

Availability of 
affordable 
childcare.

Wilson: Increase public
transportation 
awareness and 
options. More 

protected bike lanes 
and driver education. 

wilson: more 
public art 

installations that 
is interactive (ie: 
concrete animals 

at kzoo mall)

wilson - 
Money and

Political 
will

wilson - 
Citizen 

engagement

Wilson: Money
that continue 
to prioritize 
car traffic.  

Wilson: MDOT
and AMTRAK 
unwilling to 

prioritize city 
master plan. 

wilson: more 
parking garages 

instead of surface
parking lots and 
street parkings. 

Wilson: Zoning law 
needs to change to 

promote mixed 
zoning and blur the 

line between 
commercial and 

residential. 

wilson: huge social 
economic 

differences 
between citizens, 

came from a history
of discriminatory 

practices. 

wilson: 
Enforcement of 
traffic violations 

or the perception 
of  lack of traffic 
enforcement. 

wilson - 
Money and

Political 
will

wilson: More 
engagement on 
the local political 
level and less on 
the federal level

wilson: 
neighborhoods 

associations that 
host 

conversations on 
a regular basis. 

wilson: the 
drive to be 

progressive and
experimental in
urban design. 

Give back 
redundant road to 

residents. This 
section can be 

eliminated since 
peeler is just 100ft 

away. 

Lack of coordinating with 
neighboring cities to join in 

bridging the gap of connection. 
Examples:

- Major retailers  mostly being 
off of West Main and 

Westnedge, but accessibility for 
bikers/walkers ends at city lines.

- VL

Lack of affordable 
shopping downtown 

such as groceries. Park
St Market is the only 

existing store for 
downtown/Northside 

residents. - VL

Having parks, but nothing 
in them to attract their 

use. Examples: Westnedge
Park (park 

place/westnedge)
Milham Park (playground 

is there at least)

Increased 
marked 

handicapped 
street parking 

downtown

Partnerships 
with local 

businesses and 
other cities.

- VL

Sidewalks in all 
areas that are 

wide enough to 
walk on. (bronson

BLV)
- VL

More community 
housing workshops:

Home repair
Basic 

housekeeping, etc - 
VL

Jim: renovation of
Crane Park that 
had community 

input, and 
addition of 

Pickleball courts

Jim: yes, Midtown
Fresh and Ace 

Hardware 
installed in that 

underused 
building

Jim: creation of 
the Zoning 

Natural Features 
Overlay 

standards/maps.

Jim: Property 
tax reduction 
efforts of the 
Foundation 

for Excellence.
Jim: small 
business 

micro 
grants

Jim: increased 
opportunities 

for community 
member input 

like this one

Jim: as a person who has 
worked downtown for the 
past 20 years, I've never 

seen so many 
hardscrabble people living 
on the streets as the past 

5 years has shown.

Jim: Farmers 
Market 

improvements

Jim: all the Streets
for All efforts. I so

appreciate as a 
driver, pedestrian

and cyclist.

Jim: art 
culture 
scene is 

still strong.

Jim: I don't have numbers 
about ridership, but as 
one who rides Metro 

busses a couple times a 
month, the bus system 

seems less used than I'd 
hope for a city our size

Jim: slower 
intensity of 
daily living 

for residents.

Jim: neighbors
talking with 

each other in 
person on a 

regular basis.

Jim: more 
senior housing 

that's not 
depressing or 

isolating.

Jim: how can senior 
residents still live near 
their neighborhoods 

so they have 
community links, but 

in downsized 
dwellings?

Jim: kids 
playing 

outdoors

Jim: 
children 

walking to 
school

Jim: 
sidewalks

Jim: our collective
mental and 

psychological 
state of being

Jim: working to 
create a shared 

vision and people
feeling their voice

is heard and in 
the outcomes.

Jim: perhaps 
Parent 

Teacher 
Student 
boards?

heart of
the hill

Jim; Heart of the Hill
fun idea. Perhaps it 

could be bigger 
than a pinpoint, like

a block or 
intersection. 

Zach: 
Neighborhood- level

engagement with 
our local 

Continuum of Care 
(rehousing 

consortium)

Wilson: community funded (tax) 
cultural events / hobbies that is 
available to everyone, not only 

those that can afford it. (i.e: 
public tennis court, theater, 

movie night, library of things, 
maker space) It's about 

inspiring people to experience 
something new with out heavy 

financial burden associated with
it.  

Jim: not just a Kzoo challenge... 
affordable housing. I recognize 
Kalamazoo is more affordable 
than much of the country and 
the Foundation for Excellence 

has worked on this, but housing
prices for starter homes seem 

out of reach for first time home 
buyers.

Quick win
for WNA- 

QND

QND- more input 
and funding to 

combat gun 
violence

QND- state and 
federal funding 

increased to 
complete projects

for the 
community 

QND- protecting 
and upgrading 
the citys water 

source

QND- 
Houseless 
increasing

QND- 
NIMBYS

Bringing KDPS to 
full staff to be 

able to enforce 
laws- QND

Housing-
ADU- 
QND

Need to get 
association active to
have more f a voice 

for the 
neighborhood- 

QND

Recruiting 
others in 

WN
QND

NAME EMAIL Where do you live in the neighborhood?

Miriam Epskamp Montroase Ave between Westnedge and 
Bronson

Valerie Leith
Montrose- Between Westnedge and 
Bronson

Wilson Xu Edgemoor between Westnedge and 
Bronson

Ken Greschak & Dana 
DeLuca

Law Ave

Steve Glista midvale at inkster

Jim Ratliff Sunset Ln near Springhill Dr. 

Zach Ehmann & Lindsay 
Mailloux

East side of Westnedge between 
Parkwood and Inkster

Monica Harmsen On Wilshire blvd. right off of Bronson

Shannon Ferguson Intersection of Parkwood and Rose

Heather Ratliff Sunset Ln, near Kleinstuck and Little Sister 
Preserves

Qianna Decker Bronson and Whites

https://kzoococ.org/

