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Remodeling, furnishing, or designing your dream 
home? We’ve got you covered—inside and out. 
Our expansive 25,000-square-foot showroom 
brings everything together, with expert staff ready 
to guide you every step of the way. Visit us today!

Local, Fully Licensed Contractors #CGC026675, Architects #AA26001284, Interior Designers #B26000844 & Landscape Architects #LA6667217

REIMAGINE • REVAMP • REFRESH

305-743-7130 | DAsignSource.com |
11500 Overseas Hwy, Marathon | MM 53

Furniture, Home Decor & More!

Locally owned and family-operated for over 60 years, D’Asign Source has the expertise to bring 
your vision to life—from design and construction to fi nishing touches, indoors and out.
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Dear Marathon Community Theatre family,

Welcome to the 2024-2025 MCT season! Become a member today and enjoy dis-
counts on tickets for all of our main stage shows that feature a diverse selection 
of entertainment to showcase the gifts of our local talents. We are a volunteer 
organization and welcome all who want to become involved on stage, behind the 
scenes, or in the front of the house – so many opportunities!

Here is a look at our mainstage plays:

First, “Beer for Breakfast” finds us with a group of long-time buddies all set to 
enjoy a weekend with the guys when an unexpected guest appears. Get ready for 
some party games! 

In January, enjoy “Always a Bridesmaid” directed by Jackie O’Neil. In this endearing, 
clever comedy, the strength of lifelong friendships and dedication is celebrated.

“Nunsense,” the musical, hits the stage in March 2025. This hilarious musical farce 
features some of the most amazing singing voices in the Florida Keys paired with 
an intelligent, fast-paced script that will warm your heart.

The final mainstage show, “The Siegel,” is a quirky 13-scene play that finds the 
protagonist, Ethan Siegel, asking permission to propose to Alice. The twist? They 
broke up two years ago. What could go wrong?

Our website, www.marathontheater.org, has all the latest information about up-
coming events. A summer musical program for school-aged children is organized 
in June. Check us out on Instagram and Facebook as well!

Another benefit of MCT membership is access to free dance classes for all levels of 
experience including tap, ballet, jazz, belly dance and more. Dancers are highlight-
ed in our summer Tah-Dance showcase. 

Our historic building houses both Marathon Community Theatre and Marathon 
Community Cinema and is in desperate need of a new roof. Please consider a 
donation to help us continue to provide access to the arts here in our hometown.

As the current president of the MCT board, I take great pride in our connection 
to our local community and businesses. On behalf of the board, I thank you very 
much for your patronage and encourage you to become a member to enjoy all of 
the experiences we have to offer.

Sincerely,

Linda Diaz, President
Scan to Donate
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO MARATHON COMMUNITY

THEATRE ON ANOTHER
GREAT SEASON!

#keysweekly 
#localmediamatters

Your locally owned community news paper
Patti Childress           Alex Rickert           Jason Koler

Business Development Editor Publisher

keysweekly.com | 305.743.0844
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305-743-4397 • 6001 Overseas Highway • Marathon, FL 33050 

Let me help you make your 

Keys  home beautiful with 

the latest in design, 

furniture, and accessories... 

or even a remodel! 

Call 305-481-1791.

www.RoyalFurnitureAndDesign.com

RYAN ELWELL

We love supporting the arts in Marathon!

Call 305-481-1791 for your complimentary in-home consultation today!

FURNITURE 
INTERIOR DESIGN

WINDOW TREATMENTS
KITCHENS & BATHS

FLOORING

Coastal CHIC
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STARRING

Marianne Benvenuti  
as Sedalia Ellicott

Abbi Colella 
as Kari Ames-Bissette

Tiffany Moore 
as Libby Ruth Ames

Dion Watson 
as Charlie Collins

Sharon Young 
as Monette Gentry

Joanne Zimmerman 
as Deedra Wingate

Director: Jackie O’Neil

Assistant Director / Stage 
Manager: Jennifer Davis 

Producer: Deborah Shirley

MARATHON COMMUNITY THEATRE
PROUDLY PRESENTS

SHOW SPONSORS:

Havana Jack’s Oceanside 
Restaurant and Bar

Keys All Area Roofing & 
Construction

Video and/or audio 
recording of this 
production is strictly 
prohibited.

ALWAYS A BRIDESMAID is presented by special arrangement with Broad-
way Licensing, LLC, servicing the Dramatists Play Service collection. 

www.dramatists.com
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AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY:

Jessie Jones, Nicholas Hope and Jamie 
Wooten, collectively known as Jones 
Hope Wooten, enjoy the reputation 
of being three of the most popular 
and widely-produced playwrights in 
the United States. They specialize in 
writing laugh-out-loud comedies and 
creating vivid strong roles for women. Be-
cause of their commitment to and support of local theatres across 
the nation, they’ve built a following with legions of loyal fans 
and have been dubbed “America’s Playwrights.” Between them, 
they’ve written classic television, hit movies and Off Broadway 
comedy. Thousands of productions of their comedies – including 
their perennially-popular “The Savannah Sipping Society,” “Dearly 
Beloved,” “Christmas Belles,” “The Red Velvet Cake War,” “Always 
a Bridesmaid,” “The Sweet Delilah Swim Club” and many more – 
have entertained millions of theatre-goers across America, as well 
as more than 20 other countries. Jessie Jones co-authored the clas-
sic Southern-fried funeral comedy, “Dearly Departed,” and its fea-
ture film adaptation, “Kingdom Come,” which was released by Fox 
Searchlight Pictures. Nicholas Hope, an award-winning playwright, 
served as director of casting at Theatre Communications Group in 
New York City, The Goodman Theatre in Chicago and ABC Televi-
sion. Jamie Wooten was a writer/producer on the much-loved tele-
vision series “The Golden Girls.”
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SYNOPSIS

“Always a Bridesmaid” is the rollicking tale of four loyal and 
determined women who definitively answer the question, 
“Just how far are you willing to go to keep a promise to a 
friend?” Committed to the notion that careers, waistlines 
and even marriages may disappear, but real friendships last 
a lifetime, these four best-friends-forever repeatedly strug-
gle to stage the perfect wedding in spite of fist fights at the 
altar, runaway brides, and the mistaken and unfortunate 
release of a flock white doves on the first day of hunting 
season.

Setting: An upstairs sitting room at historic Laurelton Oaks, 
Laurelton, Virginia, 20 miles northwest of Richmond.

Time: The play (seen mostly through flashbacks) takes place 
over a period of seven years.

Act One

Scene 1: A spring afternoon.

Scene 2: A summer afternoon, two years later.

Act Two

Scene 1: A fall evening, four years later.

Scene 2: A winter afternoon, one year later.
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PRODUCTION TEAM
Director: Jackie O’Neil 
Assistant Director/Stage Manager: Jennifer Davis 
Producer: Deborah Shirley 
Understudy/Backstage Asst.: Karen Shotwell 
Asst. Stage Manager: Janelle Cox 
Technical Director and Set Design: Jimmy Zimmerman  
Set Build: Jimmy Zimmerman, Nando Bonilla and Pete Foley 
Artist: Chrissy Royse 
Lighting Design & Tech: Nick Colella 
Sound Design: John Schaefer 
Sound Tech: Lee Lawson 
Prop Mistress: Karen Foley 
Costume Mistress: Riet Steinmetz  
Costume Assistant: Nana Lopez 
Makeup: Claudia McEwen 
Hair Consultant: Maresa Casey 
Backstage Asst./Set Dresser: Linda Crombie 
Photography: Larry Benvenuti 
Videography: Bob Young 
Gallery Music: Jackie O’Neil

THE CAST AND CREW OF ALWAYS A BRIDESMAID EXTEND AN 
EXTRA SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING:

Chef Heather   
Cracked Conch Cafe 
Havana Jack’s Oceanside Restaurant and Bar 
Keys All Area Roofing & Construction 
Florida Keys Steak & Lobster House
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CAST

Marianne Benvenuti (Sedalia): Marianne is a veter-
an of MCT, having been involved in 49 MCT produc-
tions since 1996. Her “roles” have included actor, 
director, producer, stage manager, sound tech and 
board member. Though officially retired, Marianne 
keeps busy working part-time, making jewelry, tak-
ing walks with her husband Larry in Crane Point 
Hammock, caring for tortoises Rocco and Charlie 

and being “Mom” to new kitty Summer. She thanks her husband Larry 
for his love and support and Jackie O’Neil for her trust and friendship.

Abbi Colella (as Kari): After returning to the Keys 
from her hometown of Tipton, Iowa, Abbi has been 
thrilled to be a part of the MCT community again! 
She has always had a deep love for theatre ever 
since her first time on stage as a Doo Wop Girl in 
“Little Shop of Horrors” in high school and she has 
been performing ever since. She has taken the stage 
in various roles throughout her life including Snow 

White (“Disenchanted”), Fiona (“Shrek the Musical”) and Magenta 
(“Rocky Horror Show”), among others. Abbi would like to thank her 
husband, Nick, and her family for all their love and support every time 
she steps on stage.

Tiffany Moore (as Libby Ruth): Tiffany is thrilled to 
be making her MCT debut. A lifetime ago she ap-
peared in a variety of stage shows such as “Any-
thing Goes,” “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way 
to the Forum,” “The Fantasticks,” “Tons of Money,” 
and “Exit the Body.” She then earned an English 
degree from The University of Virginia, which she 
immediately ignored in order to produce and edit 

a television show covering NASCAR for nearly 25 years. She is finally 
using her degree as the eighth-grade English/Language Arts teacher 
at Marathon Middle School. She and her husband Joe live on Little 
Torch Key.
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CAST (continued)

Dion Watson (as Charlie): Dion’s first time on stage 
was the 2022 MCT production of “Rocky Horror 
Show.” Since then, she has been in several plays, 
murder mysteries and has co-hosted MCT’s One 
Weekend Only for the last three years. She enjoys 
the comradery of the theater and loves to make 
people laugh – “The audience’s response is what 
makes it great.” She is a past member of the MCT 

Board of Directors and lives in Marathon with her family and two 
rescued dogs. She is the owner/operator of Keys All Area Roofing and 
Construction.

Sharon Young (as Monette): Sharon has been in-
volved with MCT for six years, enjoying Tap, Jazz, 
Lyrical and Ballet classes and the corresponding 
stage shows. Her first acting part at MCT was play-
ing officer Billie Dwyer in “Unnecessary Farce.” She 
played the vivacious Mikayla in “Return to Sunset 
Village.” She also directed the 2022 Holiday Show 
and was in both productions of “Rocky Horror 

Show” as a Phantom. She is originally from Maryland where she met 
her husband, Bob. They raised their two children in Virginia before 
moving to Florida.  Sharon and her husband have been in Florida for 
14 years, with six years full time here in Marathon.

Joanne Zimmerman (as Deedra): Joanne has played 
roles from a nun to a retired stripper in plays includ-
ing “Drinking Habits,” “La Cage Aux Folles,” “Making 
God Laugh,” “Four Old Broads,” “Suite Surrender” 
and the “Sunset Village” shows, plus the readings 
“Relative Strangers” and “The Vagina Monologues.” 
She has directed a One Weekend Only, several Hol-
iday and Tah-Dance shows and a Murder Mystery 

Dinner show as well as produced several main stage plays. Joanne is 
the director of the dance department and teaches beginner tap. She 
has served six years on the MCT Board, with three years as President.
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CAST (continued) 

Karen Shotwell (Understudy): Karen has worn many 
different hats at MCT, as well as some outrageous 
shoes, a couple of wigs and for a while a mink coat! 
Since joining the theater (one month before Hurri-
cane Irma came to town), she has enjoyed various 
dance classes, performed in a handful of main stage 
shows and most recently debuted as Stage Manag-
er for “Beer for Breakfast.” Karen and her extremely 

patient and supportive husband Gary have been residents of Mar-
athon for 30 years. Finally achieving their lifelong dream of retire-
ment, they enjoy living on their sailboat with a rambunctious black 
cat, Vinnie. Karen would like to thank Jackie for this opportunity and 
the cast and crew for their delightful good humor. She is very excited 
to be part of bringing “Always a Bridesmaid” to life and hopes you 
enjoy the show!

CREW

Jackie O’Neil (Director and Gallery Music): Thank 
you, extraordinary cast and crew of “Always a 
Bridesmaid” for another thrilling theatre experi-
ence. This is my ninth main-stage play at MCT and 
each one has been a new and exciting adventure. 
Hearing you, the audience, laugh out loud, is music 
to my heart. I also play keyboard in the gallery and 
my biggest delight is when people tap their feet or 

best of all, get up and dance. Thanks! You know who you are. Rais-
ing Monarch butterflies from eggs is another favorite hobby. They 
are endangered because of loss of habitat. If you have a yard, please 
plant Milkweed. It’s easy to grow and is the only plant that Monarch 
butterflies lay eggs on and Monarch caterpillars eat. I hope you en-
joy the show.  Please meet our fabulous cast and crew in the gallery 
when it ends.
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CREW (continued) 

Jennifer Davis (Assistant Director/Stage Manager): 
Jen has been an MCT member since 2017.  In 2018, 
Jen was casually asked if she would be a dresser for 
“La Cage Aux Folles.” She replied with a non-com-
mittal maybe. As it turns out, “maybe” means a 
resounding YES when speaking to MCT folks! She 
is very grateful for being VolunTold and meeting so 
many wonderful people who are like family. She has 

since worked backstage for many other productions and made her 
stage debut this October. She is also a current board member. Out-
side of theatre life, Jen is a Realtor and a local business owner. She is 
a mother of four children and has three grandchildren.

Deborah Shirley (Producer): Deb is making her 
debut as a producer working on “Always a Brides-
maid.” She has been involved behind the scenes in 
a couple of plays since 2022 and had a blast volun-
teering. She is thrilled to be working with the cast 
of “Always a Bridesmaid” and especially the director 
Jackie O’Neil. Deb moved to Marathon from Arkan-
sas where she worked in special events and human 

resources. She lives in Marathon with her spouse, stays busy with 
two businesses, has two rescue pups, two daughters and a beautiful 
granddaughter.   

Riet Steinmetz (Costume Mistress): Riet has been 
a long-term member of Marathon Community 
Theatre. Although she is mostly involved with cos-
tumes, she also has filled the roles of stage man-
ager, producer, prop mistress, set dressing and as 
a volunteer in other areas of theatre productions. 
Riet would like to thank the director, the cast and 
crew for including her in their wonderful produc-

tion. It has been a lot of fun!
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CREW (continued) 

Lee Lawson (Sound Tech): After trading the moun-
tains of Tennessee for the waters of the Keys, and 
after serving in the Marines and U.S. Army, Lee 
made his first theatrical appearance in “The Rocky 
Horror Show” as Rocky. He then accepted roles in 
“Scapino!” and several murder mystery dinner the-
ater productions. Last season he was the detective 
in “The Mousetrap” and this season he held the 
role of Mark in “Beer for Breakfast.” He served as 

Light Tech for “Return to Sunset Village.” Lee is the proud father of 
two.

Nick Colella (Lighting Tech): Nick Colella is the man 
behind the scenes. A true Floridian from Jackson-
ville, he has been happy to call Marathon home for 
the past two years. With his wife Abbi constantly 
in the theatre both on and off stage, he has been 
in the booth for many recent shows due to his love 
of the theatre and tech ... and to actually be able to 
spend time with his wife! Nick enjoys being a part 
of bringing the arts to the community and hopes 

you enjoy the show.

Karen Foley (Prop Mistress): Karen and husband 
Pete (who assists with the set builds) retired in Mar-
athon in 2020 from “South Jersey” and have been 
volunteering at MCT ever since.  Behind the scenes 
Karen has worked as stagehand in “Carol Burnett 
Skits” and as a dresser for “Unnecessary Farce” and 
“Rocky Horror.” But her favorite position has to be 
that of Prop Mistress, finding and making props 
for “The Outsider,” “Disenchanted,” “Mouse Trap,” 

“Beer for Breakfast” and “Always a Bridesmaid.” Karen says “I love 
the community here and am blessed to work beside such a talented, 
fun group of people.”
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MARATHON COMMUNITY THEATRE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2024/2025

Executive Committee:

President			   LINDA DIAZ 
Executive Vice President             	 CHRIS STILL 
Vice President of Production      	 ALEX RICKERT 
Treasurer			   BRIAN WITTE 
Secretary			   DALE COBURN

Board Members:

ABBI COLELLA, JOHN HUNT, KYM MOMALY, PHIL 
VACHON, JEN DAVIS, SEAN SAYER, GEORGE LANCASTER, 
PAIGE KURTZ

Box Office

5101 Overseas Highway, Marathon, FL 33050 
(305) 743-0994

Business Office 
(305) 743-0408, gm@marathontheater.org

Website 
www.marathontheater.org

Social Media 
Facebook, Instagram, TikTok and YouTube
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Red Barn Quarter Page
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WWW.MCKEEFUND.ORG

2025
 

ART
 

THE ANNE MCKEE
ARTISTS FUND

30th ANNUAL

FINE

Friday, 
Feb 21, 2025
The Studios of 
Key West
Doors open: 4:15 PM 
Auction: 5:00 PM
$30 General Admission
$65 VIP Admission
Special Tribute to 
Anne McKee
Tickets available at the 
door and at 
www.mckeefund.org
Art preview Feb 6–21 at 
The Studios of Key West. 
No admission fee.

AUCTION
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2025 Season

Jan 12 - Thomas Mesa & Greg Zelek

Jan 26 - Simone Porter

Feb 9 - Dover Quartet

Feb 23 -  Avery Gagliano

Mar 9 - Poulenc Trio

Mar 23 - Duo Beaux Arts

at St. Paul’s Church • 4pm
$20 at door • all students FREE

keywestimpromptu.org
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Florida Keys Concert 
Association

MON 01/13-TUES 01/14
AN EVENING OF DIXIELAND JAZZ WITH 
THE BOILERMAKER JAZZ BAND
MON 01/20-TUES 01/21
FAMOUS OPERA HIGHLIGHTS
MON 01/27-TUES 01/28
FRED MOYER, PIANISTFRED MOYER, PIANIST
MON 02/10-TUES 02/11
TRIO ZIMBALIST
MON 02/17-TUES 02/18
RISING STAR CONCERT
MON 02/24-TUES 02/25
ESME STRING QUARTET‘

To purchase tickets online scan the QR 
code below or go to 

https://floridakeysconcerts.com/shop

For more information go to 
https://floridakeysconcerts.com or call 

800-324-6982
CLASSICAL

CLASSICAL

CLASSICAL

CLASSICAL

OPERA

JAZZ

$110 for 6 concerts in 2 locations, $30 per concert
Mondays: Marathon HS Performing Art Center, 7:30 PM

Tuesdays: Coral Shores HS Performing Art Center, 7:30 PM

Classical, Opera, Jazz
2025 SEASON
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Take a Walk Back in Time…  
 

Through Our 63 Acres of  
Hardwood Hammock. 

 
Come Experience  

Crane Point Hammock 
 

Museum of Natural History 
Spectacular View from The Point 
The Marathon Wild Bird Center 

Kids’ Education Programs 
The Historic Adderley House 

 
Hours of Operation: 

Mon-Sat:  9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sunday:  Noon-5 p.m. 

 

305-743-9100 
 

cranepointmuseum@gmail.com 
www.cranepoint.net 

From Crane Point Hammock  
Museum & Nature Center 

To Marathon Community Theatre  

“Hit the Lights!” 

The Historic Adderley House 

27th Key West Season
JAN. 19 | FEB. 14 | MARCH 15

southfloridasymphony.org
305.295.7676

TICKETS FROM $25 ON SALE NOW!

COME SEE OUR SEASON!

ALWAYS A BRIDESMAID
JAN. 16 - FEB. 8, 2025

NUNSENSE
MARCH 13 - APRIL 12, 2025

THE SIEGEL
MAY 8 - MAY 24, 2025
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LIVE ENTERTAINMENT OCEANSIDE DINING
INSIDE DINING (AIR CONDITIONED)

HAPPY
HOUR
4 - 6PM

MONDAY 4P-11P | TUESDAY CLOSED | WEDNESDAY 4P-11P
THURSDAY-SUNDAY 11A-11P

401 E OCEAN DRIVE | KEY COLONY BEACH | 305.743.4849

ENJOY THE SHOW!



Facebook: The Tackle Box Marathon Fla Keys    
Instagram: @thetackleboxmarathonflakeysFd

CHARTER FISHING • RETAIL • REPAIR & MORE

305.289.0540
1901 OVERSEAS HWY, MARATHON
WWW.THETACKLEBOX.COM

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED 
FOR MORE THAN YOUR NEXT BIG CATCH

PROVIDING THE SAME EXCEPTIONAL 
QUALITY & CUSTOMER SERVICE FOR YOUR 

PROMOTIONAL 
ITEMS & MERCH 

Laser Engraving •  UV Printing • Sublimation 
BANNERS | SIGNS | MAGNETS | TUMBLERS | STICKERS

PENS | SHIRTS | BUSINESS CARDS & MORE


