
MARESA CASEY - Maresa sailed to Marathon with her husband Charles 
and son Dakota from the Sarasota/Bradenton, FL area and has made the 
Florida Keys their home for the last 6-years. She has been very active with 
the Marathon Community Theatre since 2016, when she got involved with 
39 Steps, doing hair and as a dresser backstage. Maresa has        
continued working on 2 to 3 productions each season, including           
performing in this season’s reading Love Letters with her husband 
Charles. Her son Dakota has also been very active in the theater since 
moving here, helping as backstage crew as well as playing Mr. Bucket in 
Willy Wonka Jr, Tackelberry in How to Succeed In Business Without 
Really Trying, and is currently playing Otis in Suite Surrender. 
Maresa and her family are all very committed to seeing MCT grow and will 
do whatever they can to help the theatre succeed. 

 

DIANE DASHEVSKY - I have been a member of MCT since first coming 
to Marathon by sailboat during the winter of 2012. My late husband and I 
fell in love with Marathon and in 2016 made it our permanent home.  Over 
the past 9-years, I have performed most backstage and production tasks 
and have directed two Gallery Readings and directed Making God Laugh 
during the 2018-19 season. Most recently, I was a cast member in the 
2020-21 season reading of The Vagina Monologues. During the past two 
seasons, I additionally served as Membership Chair and Front of House 
Supervisor. Prior to retirement, I was a teacher for 26-years. Pre- and post
-retirement, I was sole owner/operator of two businesses… Magical      
Moments Hot Air Balloon Team and Valle Birds, an exotic bird retail store 
with a dozen employees. I currently run a House Concert venue at my 
home, and enjoy quilting to "unwind". Over the years, I have served on a 
number of Boards for various organizations. I am an ordained Elder in the 
Presbyterian Church and served as Clerk of Session for 8-years, Chair of 
Music and Worship Committee, Handbell Choir Member, and briefly 
served as Youth Group Leader. I believe my background in education, 
business, social organizations, and a general love of the arts have       
provided me with experiences and insights that would benefit the Board 
and MCT. 

 

MICHELLE FRANCK - My name is Michelle Franck and I have been a 
resident of Marathon since 1988.  I met my husband of 30-years here and 
we have raised our two children in Marathon.  My family has deep ties to 
our town and even to the theater building itself, as it used to be the Side 
Door Lounge, which was owned and run by my great uncle back in the 
day!  I currently work at the FKAA in the Operations Department as well as 
part time at Tranquility Bay. I have been the president of the Zonta Club of 
Marathon for the past two years and have served on the board of Zonta 
for years before that as well as served as the head of many committees.  I 
also serve on the Board of Directors of the FKEC Members Charitable 
Trust.  I have proudly supported MCT by attending many of the plays, 
readings and events that you host.  I served as the chair of the Zonta   
Festival of Trees this past year, which you all know was hosted by MCT 
and was a tremendous success!  I am particularly excited about your     
recent takeover of the cinema side, as I think this is an incredible benefit 
to our community.  It would be my honor to service on your board. 



SKIP LEFLER – I was raised in a Navy family, living in many states and a 
few foreign countries, none of which, I’m happy to say, have any          
outstanding warrants for my arrest! From 1991-2013, I lived in the greater 
Washington, D.C. area and have been a full time resident of Duck Key 
since 2013. Prior to ‘91 I acted in community theater productions of The 
Sea Horse, On Golden Pond and I played shoeless Joe in Damn   
Yankees (Singing is not my strong suit, let ’s leave it at that). I had the 
good fortune of attending and completing a 6-week full-time acting class 
given through the Arena Stage in D.C. instructed by Stanly Anderson,  
Halo Wines, and Mark Hammer. On completion I loaded up my van and 
departed for Hollywood, sure I would soon join all the Celluloid             
Celebrities. Wrong. An empty stomach and child support payments 
steered me elsewhere.  I returned to college in ’99 and finally earned a 
BA in English from UMUC (Maryland) in 2001 followed by a Master of 
Arts in Writing from Johns Hopkins University. Because of my penchant to 
force myself upon the acting world, my work life has been varied and     
eclectic. I spent 5-years in the US Navy, as an Electronic Technician,    
Interior Communication Tech, and a SEAL trainee (football related injuries 
kept me from completion with a free pass to Viet Nam). I started and 
owned a successful cable TV construction company (26-employees), 
worked in computer repair (back when that was a thing), and ended up 
working for the federal government for 20-years in the SEC.  I married my 
wife, Betsy (a lawyer, but still a good person) in 1995. We’ve been very 
fortunate in that we owned a 46 ft. sailboat and traveled on it for 8-years 
around all parts of the Caribbean, followed by a 51 ft. power catamaran, 
which we navigated from Marathon to Canada and back. My decision to 
attempt to get involved in MCT stems from my belief that theater can   
positively affect both participant and patron, and my desire to involve    
myself in the community in which I choose to live.   

 

CLIFF RYDELL - I moved to The Middle Keys 20-years ago and have 
been a member of the Marathon Community Theatre since arriving. I 
have never been a Board Member of any Non-Government Organization 
in The Middle Keys, although I work closely with most of them in          
promoting their organizations and fundraising events. My overall Board 
experience, however, is extensive.  I was the Chairman of the Board of a 
company up north which I founded in 1979 until selling it off when I 
moved here.  I have extensive knowledge in business and have a keen 
understanding of the function of a Board Member in a non-profit          
company.  I have had a passion for the Theater and Symphony since the 
1950’s when my mother frequently took me to see Broadway Shows and 
performances at Carnegie Hall.  My most memorable and moving         
experience was seeing Golden Boy on Broadway shortly after it came out 
towards the end of 1964. I was fortunate enough to meet Sammy Davis 
Jr. and some of the other actors backstage after the performance. I am 
not afraid of the hard work it takes to put on fundraising events. In the last 
ten years I organized 7 events at The Marathon Community Park, and 
scores of other events at other privately owned venues in town. As a MCT 
Board Member I will be bringing business experience, along with a       
passion and respect for our Community and our Community Theater. 



JOHN SCHAEFER - John has been an active member of Marathon    
Community Theatre since he arrived here seventeen years ago. He has 
served on the MCT Board of Directors and has helped on various        
committees. When John is not on stage in a show, he is often helping out 
behind the scenes as well.  He has worked at the US Post Office for      
thirty-four years and is finally retiring soon (he hopes). He has a Bachelor 
of Science degree from Ohio State University as well.  John is looking    
forward to being able to serve the theater and the community for another 
two years. 

 

 

 

ROBYN STILL - My name is Robyn Still and I have lived in Marathon for 
almost five years.  My husband, Chris, and I own a bait and tackle store 
(The Tackle Box).  We moved to Marathon from the North Georgia    
Mountains after my husband purchased our store from his father. We have 
three boys, ages 21, 17 and 15.  I have a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Criminal Justice and a Master’s Degree in Justice and Security. I started a 
career in law enforcement when I was in college and I retired after over 20
-years of service.  During my career, I worked as a detention officer, a    
patrol officer, a narcotics officer, and investigator and ended my career as 
the training officer for my department.  I have taught at police academies 
and at a local college (both in person and online).  I was a member of the 
Optimist Club in Georgia and was an Eastern Star (the sister organization 
to the Masons).  In Marathon, I have am a member of Zonta and am now 
ending my term as a board member.  I am just starting as a board member 
for the Chamber of Commerce and have recently been inducted in Rotary.  
I have had an interest in the Marathon Community Theatre and that       
interest increased after my participation at Zonta’s Festival of Trees that 
was held at the Theatre in December 2020.  I have also done some      
volunteer work with Presents in Paradise and hope to have more           
involvement with that organization in the future.  In the previous years, my 
husband and I have been busy building our business.  I now feel that I 
have the time to devote and participate in other organizations.  I would  
really enjoy serving as a board member for MC  


