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Bas-Rhin in Strasbourg.

The Soufflenheim cadastre (land registry) from 1836 onwards is found in series 3P96 at the Archives of
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1887 Cadastral Map, General Plan of Sufflenheim, District of Hagenau
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THE CADASTRE

The official land registry in France is called the cadastre, used mainly for the calculation of taxes. It shows
numbered plots on which land ownership is based, but does not give details about the owner or show the
precise boundaries between properties.

The cadastre is also used for the Land Book, whose purpose is legal and non-tax, dealing with
mortgages, assessments, property rights and more.

The modern land registry in Bas-Rhin, the Napoleonic Cadastre, was established in 1807 and completed
in Soufflenheim from 1836 to 1838. The oldest Soufflenheim records, 1836-1974, are found in series
3P96 at the Archives of Bas-Rhin. Earlier records no longer exist.

When Alsace was annexed to Germany in 1871, it gradually implemented a new system of registering
property called the Land Book. An 1884 law required the revision, update or repair of the existing
Napoleonic cadaster.

The Land Book was permanently established in 1891 and used by all municipalities beginning January 1,
1900, the same time as the German cadastre.



The German administration renumbered plots after reviewing the cadaster in 1884. Consequently, plot
numbers in the German cadastre are different from the Napoleonic. To find the corresponding plot
numbers, check the German section report, which gives a number for each parcel. Next to the German
number is the old number used in the Napoleonic cadastre.

In 1930 France passed a law to update the old cadaster, which was completed in the 1980s. New
numbering was introduced and the old references to plots disappeared.

There is no other updated plan between the time when the Napoleonic cadastre was created in the early
19th century and the date of the revision of the cadaster following the passage of the law of 1930.

Modern Soufflenheim Cadastre: https://france-cadastre.fr/cadastre/soufflenheim

Bureau of Mortgages

In French law, when a parent dies, no child can be disinherited and all children must receive equal shares
of the parent’s estate. Records from the former Bureau of Mortgages are useful when there is property or
a lease but no will, as the children and spouse will be named in a register known as the Mutations par
Déces. Each record provides the name, residence, date of death, and all heirs of the deceased.

The Bureau of Mortgages (bureau des hypothéque), was created by the French Revolutionary
government to register all land, buildings, and leases in France. During German control it was known in
Bas-Rhin as the Hypothekenamt, and a new way of compiling information came into use, the Land Book.

The Bureau of Mortgages was replaced in 2010 by Livre Foncier, whose Haguenau office is responsible
for Soufflenheim. It has a copy of the cadastre, as does the mayor’s office in Soufflenheim.


https://france-cadastre.fr/cadastre/soufflenheim

Older Soufflenheim mortgage records are kept at the Archives Department of Bas-Rhin, where the
archives of the Land Book prior to 2008 were transferred, but cannot be viewed there, only at AMALFI
(Alsace-Moselle Application for Livre Foncier Information).

To obtain information from the Land Book for a municipality refer to the EPELFI website, which operates
AMALFI. Requests can be made for a "building" copy, which includes the various records in the Land
Book concerning a building.

Each sheet of the Land Book is made up of a title and three sections: the title gives the owner of the
property, the first section lists the cadastral identification of the property, the second lists the various
assessments, and the third gives possible mortgages and rights that encumber the building.

The Cadastral Map

In the 19t century the Soufflenheim cadastre was divided into four sections (A, B, C, D), and subdivided
into 38 sheets containing numbered plots.

f) e

Cadastral map of Soufflenheim and its 38 sheets.



The earliest Soufflenheim cadastre records include:

e A cadastral map completed in 1836 of built properties in section D, an assembly table map at
1/10,000th, and a map of undeveloped properties: four sheets in both section A and B.

e A State of Sections was completed in 1837. Each plot corresponds to a folio. The different
owners appear in this folio with the date of transfer.

¢ An initial cadastral matrix was completed in 1838. Each owner corresponds to a folio in the
cadastral matrix. All the plots belonging to it are listed, with the date of transfer, the origin or the
destination of the property.

Most of the plots underwent modifications in 1883-1884. These corrections appear in red on the maps.

CADASTRAL RECORDS AT THE ARCHIVES

All Soufflenheim cadastral records from 1836 to 1974 at the Archives of Bas-Rhin in Strasbourg:
http://archives.bas-rhin.fr/media/96314/SOUFFLENHEIM.pdf

Soufflenheim (Sufflenheim)

Registres
3P 96/1

3P 96/2-4

A OWDN

3 P 96/5-6

e 6

3 P 96/7-24

o 7-11

O O O O O

e 12-18

State of sections [indicative table]. 1837

Cadastral matrix.1838-1888

folios 1-520 [with alphabetical tables] (1838-1888).
folios 521-1100 (1838-1888).
folios 1101-1269 (1871-1888).

State of sections [indicative table]. 1901

sections A-C.
section D.

Cadastral matrix [alphabetical classification]. 1913-1974

1913-1952.
7 A-B.

8 C-G.

9 H-K.

10 L-R.

11 S-Z.
1953-1956.


http://archives.bas-rhin.fr/media/96314/SOUFFLENHEIM.pdf

12 A-Bi.

13 Bo-E.

14 F-He.

15 Hi-Kn.

16 Ko-M.

17 N-Sp.

18 St-Z [endless folios are classified at the end of the volume].

O O O 0O O O O

3 P 96/25 Nomenclature of owners.1913-1954.

3 P 96/26-30 Cadastrale matrics! [alphabetical classification].1927-1974.

o 26 1957-1974 ["out of date", some classified folios not alphabetically at the end of volumel].
e 27-30 1927-1953, built properties only.
o 27A-E
o 28F-K.
o 29L-S.
o 30T-Z [folios out of order are classified at the end of the volume].
Plans?
3P 96/31 Plan of built properties, section D [1st and 2nd sheets]. 1836
3P 96/32 Assembly table at 1/10,000"". 1836

3 P 96/33-36  Plan of undeveloped properties. 1836

e 33 section A [4 sheets].
o 34 section B [4 sheets].

(1) For built and undeveloped properties

(2) Most of the plots underwent modifications in 1883-1884. These corrections appear in red on the
plans. 3 P 96/37-38: very incomplete series with only 2 plans including one of the village, Table
also in deficit.

e 35 section C [6 sheets].

o 36 section D [3rd and 4th sheets, some properties built on these 2 sheets].
3 P 96/37 Plan of built properties, section D [2nd sheet 1st part at 1/1250"] sd [end XIXth century).
3 P 96/38 Plan of undeveloped properties, section A [4th sheet, 1st part at 1/1250th] sd [end XIXth
century]

SECTION D BUILT PROPERTIES 1836



The first and second sheets of Section D in the 1836 Plan of Built Properties in the Soufflenheim
cadaster. Found at the Archives of Bas-Rhin in Series 3P 96/31.

Sheet 1: Soufflenheim Cadaster, Plan of Built Properties, Section D, 1836, Series 3P 96/31. Section B bottom left. Up is NW.

Sheet 2: Soufflenheim Cadaster, Plan of Built Properties, Section D, 1836, Series 3P 96/31. Sections B and A at bottom.



SECTION D BUILT PROPERTIES LATE 19TH CENTURY

Three photographs provide different perspectives of Sheet 3 (Blatt 3) Section D of the Plan of Built
Properties in the Soufflenheim cadaster from the late 19t century. The top of all maps is north, bottom
south, right is east towards the Rhine, left is west towards Haguenau. Found in Series 3P 96/37.
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Sheet 3, Photo 1: Soufflenheim Cadaster, Plan of Built Properties, Section D, End of the 19t Century, Series 3P 96/37.
Top Right: nach Roeschwoog (towards Roeschwoog), Center: Krummacker, Bottom Left: Gemarkung Hagenau (Haguenau District)
The wide street on top is Rue de Haguenau. The long north/south street is rue de Bischwiller.
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Sheet 3, Photo 2: Soufflenheim Cadaster, Plan of Built Properties, Section D, End of the 19t Century, Series 3P 96/37.

Haguenau District, Kurzgeland, Linderberg
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Sheet 3, Photo 3: Soufflenheim Cadaster, Plan of Built Properties, Section D, End of the 19 Century, Series 3P 96/37.
Haguenau District, Kurzgeldnd, Linderberg, Bottom Right: Flur D, Blatt 3 (Cadastral Survey D, Sheet 3). Bottom: Additionally: Sufflenheim



Soufflenheim is found on maps of Alsace from the 16" Century onwards, spelled variously as Suuelheim,
Sufeheim, Sufelheim, Sufenheim, Seffelesheim, Sefeltsheim, Saffeltzheim, Seffeltheim and Sufflenheim.
The earliest map of Soufflenheim, part of the land registry, was created in 1838 and updated in 1887.
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1622 Map of the area around Haguenau, including Soufflenheim (Sufelheim). Top (East). Left (North).
Relief of Archduke Leopold besieged at Haguenau by Count Frederick, May 8-22, 1622.
Frederik V (Elector of the Palatinate, King of Bohemia), Leopold V, Archduke of Austria. Rijksmuseum, Netherlands.
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Scala  miliarum  communius 4

Alsatia Inferior in 1628, by Gerardus Mercator. Soufflenheim (Sufeheim) Up is West, Right is North

1793 Cassini Map of the Kingdom of France
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Sufflenheim 1793, Kingdom of France, Library of Congress, Copy 2, Image 167, https://www.loc.gov/resource/g5830m.ghl00001/?st=gallery




1731 Map of Lower and Upper Alsace

Sufflenheim 1731, Lower and Upper Alsace, Arcanum.com: https://www.arcanum.com/

1836 Topographic Map of France

Souffelnheim 1836, Topographic Map of France, Arcanum.com: https://www.arcanum.com/

1879 Map of Elsass-Lothringen

Sufflenheim 1879, Elsass-Lothringen, Arcanum.com: https://www.arcanum.com/



https://www.arcanum.com/
https://www.arcanum.com/
https://www.arcanum.com/

1696 Map of the Soufflenheim Forest and Surrounding Agricultural Land
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Soufflenheim (Soufflum) forest and surrounding agricultural land, 1696, Archives Department of Bas-Rhin E 1407 (6d)

Card number: S5/ 77

Generic title: Soufflenheim forest and surrounding agricultural land (1/4 100)

Document type: Isolated.

Mapped Information: Forests

Type of card: Handwritten card

Techniques: Indian ink nib, Color ink nib, Color wash

Languages: French. Dimensions (H. / W. In cm): 38 / 49.5. Scale: Graph. Unit of measure: Yard.
Legends: Color code, List of symbols

Other handwritten mentions: No handwritten addition after the creation of the card

Mentions on the back: In black ink: "Soufflum handed over on October 24, 1696".

Observations: Cartouche top right, taking the form of an open curtain, green, edged with golden
fringes. It contains an "Instruction for the map", ie the legend. Below: multicolored compass rose,
north is indicated downwards. Green and red "Eschele", inserted in a small frame, under the
compass rose. 10 yards = 0.85 cm. Simple frame. The "Wood of the community of Soufflum" is
left in white (colorless). It is delimited by "boundaries" (small red squares), "lizier trees" (small
brown circles) and dotted lines. Inside, its surface area is indicated (cursive writing). The legend
is quite complete (markers, "lizier trees", meadows, ditch filled with water, dry ditch, streams ...).
To the north, the border of the "Forest Royal" is marked by dark hatching: representation of a
terrace or a fence? Colors: shades of green, brown, gray, red, black. There are traces of pencil,



going back to the creation of the plan. Plan with the same invoice as the other plans in bundles
E1407 (6) and (7).

¢ Comments: The date given is the one that can be read on the back of the plan: "Soufflum given
on October 24, 1696". Traces of expertise.

Regional Maps

A partial list of maps with Soufflenheim. Old Maps Online: https://www.oldmapsonline.org/

The Prefecture of Haguenau prior to the French Revolution.

1592 Suuelheim Alsatia Inferioris Ander Elsas Matthias Quad

1500’s Suffelheim Carte de I'Alsace inférieure Daniel Specklin

1630 Sufeheim Alsatia Inferior Gerardus Mercator



https://www.oldmapsonline.org/

1640-1666 | Sufelheim Vtriusquae Alsatiae superioris ac inferioris Johannes Janssonius

1666 Sufenheim Alsace or Conquests of the King Guillaume Sanson, Cartographer of the King
1680 Suffelheim Landgraviatus Alsatiae Inferioris Nicolaum Visscher

1683 Suffelheim La Lorraine et I'Alsace Pierre Duval, Geographer of Louis XIV
1686-1715 | Seffelesheim | Superioris atque inferioris Alsatia Pieter Schenk

1690 Sefeltsheim Landgraviatus Alsatiae Superioris et Inferioris Justus Danckerts

1702 Saffeltzheim | Alsatiae Svperioris et Inferioris Jakob von Sandrart

1701-1725 | Seffeltsheim | Landgraviatus Alsatiae tam Superioris quam Inferi | J. Baptist Homann

1710 Saffeltzheim | Fort Louys Nikolaus Person

1715-1730 | Seffeltheim Superioris Atque Inferioris Alsatiae Pieter Schenk

1756 Sufflenheim Carte de France César Francois Cassini

1758-1780 | Seffeltsheim | Alsatia Superioris atque inferioris Tobias Conrad Lotter

Soufflenheim (Saffeltzheim) 1710, Fort Louys, by Nikolaus Person. Up/West Right/North




Local Maps

1838:

1884:

1885:

1895:

1887:

1902:

1914:

1980:

1987:

1995:

Soufflenheim Cadestre, 1838: The original village land registry, divided into sections. Found at
the archives of Bas-Rhin. Soufflenheim cadastre: P Series: Public Finances: Subseries 3 P:
Cadastre. Access to the finding aid is in the name of the municipality (Soufflenheim). To locate
the Soufflenheim cadastre in 3 P 96: Place: > Alsace > Bas-Rhin > Haguenau (District) >
Bischwiller (Canton) > Soufflenheim. Periods: 1815-1870; 1871-1918 (German annexation);
1919-1945; After 1945. Archives of Bas-Rhin: http://archives.bas-rhin.fr/

Soufflenheim, Ordnance Survey Map 3599: Sufflenheim, Circa 1884. Description: Sufflenheim.
[Recorded Circa 1883]. Scale 1:25000. [Berlin]: [Reichsamt fiir Landesaufnahme]. Deutsche
Fotothek: http://www.deutschefotothek.de/documents/obj/71057176/df dk 0010001 7113 1884

Sufflenheim, Allemagne: Reichsamt fur Landesaufnahme (Sufflenheim, Germany: Land
recording). 1:25 000. Published by the cartographic Division of the Royal Prussian Regional
Government. Lithograph by F. Werner. Edition 1882-1887 lifted from 1880-1885. Berlin: Chamber
of the Royal Prussian Country. General Notes: National recording 1883, Published 1885,
Recorded since 1850 by the Royal General Staff of Prussia, Published 1868-1878 by the Royal
Ministry of Commerce and Trade, since 1878 by the Royal Prussian Government.

Soufflenheim, 1895, From the book Soufflenheim: Terre de Potiers, Memoire de vies, by the
Office de Tourisme de Soufflenheim, Published by Carre Blanc, Strasbourg, 1998, p.13

Uebersichtsplan der Gemarkung Sufflenheim, Kreis Hagenau (General Plan of Soufflenheim,
District of Hagenau). The 1887 Soufflenheim land registry (cadestre) based on the land registry
established in 1838. BNU Description: Uebersichtsplan der Gemarkung Sufflenheim, Kreis
Hagenau, 1:10 000 [Strassburg], [1887]. Cartographie imprimée 1887. 1 assembled plan, in color;
68 x 52 cm. Topics: Cadastral maps, France, Soufflenheim (Bas-Rhin), Government publication.
General Note: Cadastre established in 1838, revised in 1887. See The Reichsland Alsace-
Lorraine: Description of the place and country / hrsg. from the Statistical Bureau of the Ministry of
Alsace-Lorraine. Second part: Statistical information. Strasbourg: Heitz, 1901.- P. 60ss.

Sufflenheim. 1:25 000 Berlin: Plankammer der Konigl. Preussischen Landes-Aufnahme,
Published 1902. General Note: Edition partially updated between 1889 and 1902. Lifted between
1880 and 1885.

Topographische Karte, 3599, Sufflenheim. 1:25000 (Topographic Map, 3599 Sufflenheim)
Cartographer of the topographical survey: Prusse/Landesaufnahme, 1914. Published 1914.
Subject: Germany 1871-1945, Topographical Maps of Alsace-Lorraine 1871-1918. Soufflenheim
(Bas-Rhin). Note: The overall title is incorrect. Note edition: Prepared by the Preussische
Landesaufnahme in 1883.

Soufflenheim. 0 025 000, Institut Géographique National, Cartographie imprimée 1980, 2" Edition
Soufflenheim. 0 025 000, Institut Géographique National, Cartographie imprimée 1987, 3 Edition

Wissembourg: Lauterbourg. Soufflenheim: plaine du Rhin, 1:25 000, Institut Géographique
National et Club Vosgien. Cartographie imprimée 1995, 1st Edition


http://archives.bas-rhin.fr/
http://www.deutschefotothek.de/documents/obj/71057176/df_dk_0010001_7113_1884

Soufflenheim (Sufflenheim), 1884

INTERNET

e Mapcarta: https://mapcarta.com/18293850
e Georportail: https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/plan/67472/soufflenheim
e Google Earth: https://www.google.com/earth/

CADASTRE

Soufflenheim Cadastre: Divided into 38 districts, with numbered houses and parcels of land:


https://mapcarta.com/18293850
https://www.geoportail.gouv.fr/plan/67472/soufflenheim
https://www.google.com/earth/

e France Cadastre: htips://france-cadastre.fr/cadastre/soufflenheim
e |ecadastre.com: https://lecadastre.com/plan-cadastral/soufflenheim-67472/
e PLU et Cadastre de Soufflenheim: https://www.annuaire-mairie.fr/cadastre-soufflenheim.html

ATLASES

e History of Alsace in Brief, Georges Brun: http://www.crdp-strasbourg.fr/data/lcr/histoire-en-bref/
e Historic Atlas of Alsace: http://www.atlas.historigue.alsace.uha.fr/fr/
¢ Atlas of Medieval Towns, Frangois J. Himly: http://www.atlas.historique.alsace.uha.fr/fr/

DISTRICTS

Districts mentioned in early Soufflenheim records. Mapcarta: https://mapcarta.com/
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Soufflenheim, Mapcarta (500 m per inch) : https://mapcarta.com/18293850
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https://lecadastre.com/plan-cadastral/soufflenheim-67472/
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FIELDS

Fields in the Southeast

An archaeological survey on the southeast of Soufflenheim lists 17 fields, all matching fields named in
contracts and inventories. Figure 5 shows the location of the fields. Figure 6 identifies each field with a
number, which corresponds to a name in the report. (Prospection de Soufflenheim Et Dans Ses Environs,
Madeleine Chéatelet, 2001, pp.15,18, 19)

e Field 1:
e Field 2:
e Field 3:
e Field 4:
e Field5:
e Field 6:
e Field 7:
e Field 8:
e Field 9:
e Field 10
e Field11
e Field12
e Field13
e Field 14
e Field 15
e Field 16
e Field 17

Localities Benzenbuhl and Sutten
Place called Sutten

Place called Sutten

Place called Sutten

Localities Weidhecke and Werb
Place called Werb

Place called Weidhecke

Place called Kirlenfeld

Place called Sutten

: Place called Birnbauemel

: Place called Langenthal

: Place called Birnbauemel

: Place called Werb

: Place called Werb

: Place called Werb

: Place called Segelkreuz

: Place called Sessenheimer Pfad
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Figure 5: Surveyed Plots (Dark Gray)

Figure 6




STREAMS

Streams

e The Eberbach, about 21 miles long, borders the village on the north and originates northwest of
Soufflenheim near Eberbach-Woerth and the Vosges Mountains, flowing to the La Sauer River in
Forstfeld, northeast of Soufflenheim.

e The Brunnbach runs from Haguenau through the forest to Soufflenheim, where it splits into two
branches, one going north to the Eberbach, the other going east to the Millpond on the northwest
side of the village, about 100 yards north of the Road to Haguenau.

e The Eisenbaechel (Eisenbachel), five miles long, is a branch of the Brumbach flowing through the
Haguenau Forest to the bann of Soufflenheim on the southwest, where it merges with the
Fallgraben, which combine to become the Landgraben.

e The Landgraben, also known as the Fallgraben, and as the Ziechbach in the earliest records, is
7.5 miles long, begins near Oberhoffen sur Moder, southwest of Soufflenheim, crosses the village
on the south and flows east to the Eberbach.

Other streams mentioned are the Miihlbach, Obermatt Bach, Mattbach, Dirbach, Sulzbach, Laubach,
Ziehend, and Bruchel. The Millpond is located at the end of the “rue de 'Etang” near the mill Moulin Fritz.
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HAGUENAU

Haguenau the City: History of Haguenau, with numerous maps, pages 24 and 46 to the end:
https://www.yumpu.com/fr/document/read/37966501/cliquez-sur-ce-lien-region-alsace

1: chateau impérial avec enceinte et chapelle palatine
v 1114-1115 ; tribunal noble av. 16éme s., noyau urbain
2: porte du chateau Burgtor

3: tour Haberturm

4: tour Dotzelerturm

5. premiére enceinte v. 1150

6 porte Gugedinstor, puis armbrustertor

7: porte Brudertor

B8: porte Schottentor

9 : seconde enceinte v. 1230 englobant la Koenigsau
10 porte de Strasbourg Kiesselsteigartor

11 : porte Kieffertor

12 porte rouge Rustenhausertor

13 : porte des Pécheurs Fischertor avec herse

14 porte Blanche Weisse Tor

15 : porte des Chevaliers

16 : tour Schauenburg, avec herse

17 : tour Loewenstein, avec herse

18 troisiéme enceinte v. 1300

19 : porte des Ecuries Marstaltor

20 : porte du Vieil-H8pital Altspitalior

21 : porte Missstor

22 : premier hitel de ville et tribunal bourgeois v. 1250-
. 1330

23 : second hitel de ville et tribunal bourgeois v. 1330
24 : chancellerie municipale av. 156me s.

25: seconde chancellerie municipale ap. 15éme s.
26 tribunal du grand-baillage 13éme s.

27 : prison 13éme s.

2B : prison 14éme s.

29: arsenal 158me s.

30 : marché unique 1164-156me s., marché aux grains
dep. 1368, folre 1310

31: marché aux pots 15éme s.

32 : marché aux herbes 14éme s.

33: étaux de bouchers 13éme s.

34 : taux de boulangers 13&me s. Halles Kaufhaus 13éme §.

en22
35: port Ladhof av. 1397

36 : grenier d'abondance de la paroisse Saint-Georges 15ém)

37 : grenier d'abondance du Nouvel Hapital 15éme s.,
consené
38 : moulin Saint-Georges av. 1289 (v. 1143 7)
39: moulin du chateau av. 1288 (v. 1114-1115 7}
40 : moulin Lohmihle 1189
41: moulin Weissherrenmihle 1189
42 : moulin Engelhardsmilhle 13éme s.
43 : moulin Vierrddermihle 1188
44 : tuilerie urbaing 1419
45 : rue des Juifs
rue des bouchers en 33
monnaie en 35 av. 1374, en 55a, au 15¢éme-16éme s.

HAGUENAU

48 : église Saint-Ceorges p e dep. 1143,
des Hospitaliers 1354-1535, avec cimetiére

47 : égiise Saint-Nicolas paroissiale depuis 1208, avec
cimetire, et prévoté des Prémontrés dep. 1189
prieuré des Guilleimites 1311, avec cimeliére
: Franciscains 1222, avec cimetiare

: Augustins v. 1266, avec cimetiére
Dominicains av. 1274, avec cimetiére
recluses 1371 et Pénitentes 1473

Clarisses av. 1284, Pénitentes vers 1300-1473
synagogue 1342

synagogue ap. 1342

école latine paroissiale 1324

école allemande paroissiale 15éme s.
chapelle Saint-Jean 1322

chapalle Saint-Wendelin av. 1387

chapelle de |a Sainte-Crolx av. 1351

bains av. 1397

bains 14éme s.

vieil hdpital 1188-v. 1500, en 47

hbpital Saint-Martin, avec cimetiére 1328
hospice-Saint-Jacques v. 1350

B4a : léproserie av. 1327

65-68 : fontaines

69-71 : lavoirs

28 R2ATLRIKRLAVLBES

- dtuves, bains
[ heptm, leproserie
I:l établissements municipaux

T cimefibre  lI

ﬂ établissements refigieux

- amménagements de berges

- production, commarca,
artisanat

:' Jardins, champs

—  structures défensives

Haguenau c. 1300-1500, Atlas of Medieval Towns in Alsace, Francois Himly, 1970
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APPENDICES

e Searching Cadastral Documents
e Tracing the History of a House When You Know the Owner
e Trace the History of a House When You Know the Plot Number

SEARCHING CADASTRAL DOCUMENTS

By Hélene Both, September 6, 2006, Archives Department of Bas-Rhin

http://archives.bas-rhin.fr/rechercher/aide-a-recherche/un-lieu-ou-un-monument-/mener-une-recherche-
dans-documents-cadastraux/

Created by Napoleon by the law of September 15, 1807, the cadastre is a tax document very often
consulted in the Departmental Archives. Often diverted from its original purpose, the cadastre is used to
reconstruct the history of a house or land. To facilitate your research, the Departmental Archives offer this
guide to the cadastre. You will find a presentation of the cadastre and the successive renovations it has
undergone.

Two files are also available, downloadable at the bottom of the page, in which two searches are detailed:

e asearch whose starting point is the owner of a land
e aresearch whose starting point is a field.

Contents

e Introduction

e Historical

e The Consequences of the 1871 Annexation on the Cadastre in Alsace and Moselle
e The Renovation of the Cadastre in 1930

e The Different Types of Properties

e Documents Produced in the 19th Century

e Current Cadastral Documentation

e Communicability and Reproduction

e Start a Search in Cadastral Documents

Introduction

The cadastre is a tax document which determines all the assets to distribute the property tax fairly. The
purpose of the cadastre is to record and fix the taxable income of all land properties.
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Once the income of all owners is known, the government may fix the same share of its income as taxation
for each taxpayer, on the principle that all citizens and all owners must contribute to the costs of the state
in proportion to their property.

The cadastral contribution is divided into two branches: the cadastral contribution of undeveloped
properties and the area of buildings, and the contribution of built properties [1] .

The cadastral documents are numerous and very different, the Alsatian and Moselle cadastre having the
distinction of having been renovated by the German administration in 1884.

Historical

The cadastre was established by Napoleon by the law of September 15, 1807, which prescribes the
making of a "general plot cadastre": it involves measuring over 100 million plots, making a plan for each
commune where find the plots, classify them according to the fertility of the soil, assess the taxable
product, collect the scattered plots under the name of their owner, determine their income, and make this
income the tax base. Once all these operations are carried out, one will obtain the income of France.

French territory is therefore the subject of a systematic survey campaign. The first surveys began in 1808
in the Bas-Rhin and ended in 1844. From 1822, corrections were made to adjust the individual distribution
of taxes, in application of the finance law of July 31, 1821. Cadastral operations went under the
responsibility of departments and municipalities. The State continues to supervise the works, but it is the
general councils which finance their realization.

This law also establishes the realization of “states of sections” (table grouping the different properties
contained in a section) and recommends the grouping of built and non-built properties within the same
matrix. In addition, anyone who sells or acquires a property must declare it to the town hall of the
municipality where the property is located.

For this, a copy of the section reports and matrices, as well as the cadastral role made enforceable, is
sent to the municipality.

In 1850, Cantal was the last department to be registered.

[1] The contribution on built properties is subject to separate taxation because the income from built
properties is greater than that of "bare" land and subject to large variations and price increases.

The Consequences of the 1871 Annexation on the Cadastre in Alsace and Moselle

In 1871, Alsace and the Moselle were annexed to Germany, where land advertising was organized
differently. It is the German legal system which will then, logically, be applied, by the progressive
introduction of the Land Book [2]:

The law of March 31, 1884 requires the revision, update or repair, as the case may be, of the existing
Napoleonic cadastre.
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In municipalities with a cadastre renovated following this law, the “provisional land book” is introduced.
this new system therefore coexisted with the system based on the mortgage registers remaining in the
municipalities which continued to have an old cadastre.

The law of June 22, 1891 established the Land Book in Alsace-Moselle [3].

The law of April 17, 1899 establishes a property book in all municipalities not yet equipped with a land
book.

Finally, the land book was extended to all the municipalities, without exception, from January 1, 1900.

A new estimate of cadastral income was carried out from 1896; it relates to land and not to buildings. In
Alsace and Moselle, the taxation of undeveloped land now relates to the income from the soil as well as
to part of the profits from certain forms of land use: let us therefore remember that the base of the
taxation is higher than " in France, where only the gross income from the land is used to define the tax.

The land book, whose purpose is legal and non-tax, requires constant updating of information: it is
therefore imperative to keep the matrices up to date and update the plans as and when changes occur.

In 1923, French law applied again in Alsace and Moselle, with however the maintenance of the institution
of the land book. Taxation must be equal to 2/3 of local income. The cadastral income in Alsace will be
reassessed more moderately until the revision of the cadastre after 1950, where the differences with the
rest of France disappear.

The Renovation of the Cadastre in 1930

By the law of April 16, 1930, the State decides to update the old cadastre, in order to have a precise basis
for calculating the tax; we then speak of a "renovated cadastre". This renovation required, for certain
communes, a repair of all the plans of the commune (total repair without taking account of the Napoleonic
plan), while for others a simple update was enough. The complete renovation of the French cadastre
began in 1930 and was completed in the 1980s.

This results in the disappearance of old references to the plot; the introduction of a new numbering: the
sections are now indicated by a double letter, AB for example [4] . The matrices of built and undeveloped
properties are renovated at the same time, and recast into a single "renovation matrix".

The section state is not revised.
From the mid-1950s, we only find matrices and very exceptionally plans.

Important : between the date of establishment of the Napoleonic cadastre (early 19th century) and the
effective date of renovation of the cadastre after the law of 1930 (which may, depending on the
municipality, date from 1930 or 1970), there is no of updated plan: we will therefore not find there by the
constructions intervened in the meantime.

The Different Types of Properties

Undeveloped Properties
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The purpose of the cadastre is to record the net income from the land, that is to say the income that
remains with an owner once the costs of cultivation, seeds, harvests, maintenance and transport of
foodstuffs to the market have been deducted.

Undeveloped properties can be:

e arable land

e vineyards

e gardens

e meadows

e pasture, dry or swampy
e Woodland

e mines or quarries

e navigation channels

Built Properties
They are evaluated in two parts,

e according to their area
e according to their elevation

The built properties can be:

e houses
e barns, stables, attics, cellars, cellars, presses
o forges, mills, factories

Documents Produced in the 19th Century

The cadastre is made up of two main types of documents: topographic cadastral documentation (plans)
and handwritten cadastral documentation (registers).

There are three documents produced in the 19th century: the plan, the state of the section, the matrix.

e the cadastral map, lifted by a surveyor and composed of:
o an assembly table, on which we find all the sections of the town
o sheets specific to the various sections. In the 19th century, the sessions were defined by
letters. Then they will be by numbers.

Each cadastral municipality is made up of several sections, the number of which varies according to the
area of the municipality. At the beginning of the 20th century, Strasbourg was thus divided into 331
sections, while Mittelschaeffolsheim only had 10 sections in 1906.

The plans can show built properties (houses and buildings). These are the plans you should consult if you
establish the history of your house. The plans also symbolize undeveloped properties (meadows,



vineyards, fields, hangars for example). Certain hamlets are represented on the plans of undeveloped
properties.

o the state of sections: it constitutes the legend of the plan. It lists the different properties
contained in each section of the plan. Each parcel, section after section and in the order of the
parcel numbers, is associated with the name of its owner (when the cadastre is established).
There are as many notebooks as there are sections in the commune.

The "plot" is a portion of land, of variable size, with the same type of crop and belonging to the same
owner. A field of the same crop divided in two by a river or a hedge for example, forms two plots. Land
divided between ten owners forms ten plots [5].

o the cadastral matrix: it is a summary register which indicates, for each owner and in alphabetical
order, the state of the parcels which belong to him, with reference to the personal account. The
matrix also indicates property mutations.

Current Cadastral Documentation
The plans are classified into two categories:

e the "updated" plans have been quickly updated and retain the accuracy of the old plan
o the "renewed" or "redone" plans are drawn up by land or air survey during the renovation of the
cadastre, without reference to the Napoleonic plan.

Files gather all the data. There are thus four types of files:

e the computerized directory of routes and localities

e the owners' file: it presents all the information on landowners by municipality

o the file of undeveloped properties, or plot file: it presents the designation, the capacity, the
nature of the crop, the rental value and the communal number of the owner of each plot or fiscal
subdivision

o the file of built properties or files of premises: it includes on the one hand the consistency of
the premises (surface, number of rooms, comfort elements etc.) and on the other hand the
determination of their rental value

Only data from the computerized directory of roads and localities is accessible to all applicants. The
information contained in the files is only communicated to local authorities.

Communicability and Reproduction

The cadastre is a public document by nature, that is to say that it is freely and immediately available for
consultation at the Departmental Archives after being deposited there. The plans are freely available and
reproducible. The matrices are freely available; matrices under 60 are not reproducible because they
contain information relating to private life, in particular the address of the owners, or elements relating to
heritage. Only the property tax centers are competent to issue reproductions of the matrices.
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Start a Search in Cadastral Documents

Establishing the origin of a property from cadastral documents requires having a minimum of information
to consult the appropriate documents.

It is however necessary to keep in mind the purpose of the cadastral documents: to know the property
income of France to determine the part of tax to be paid by each owner. This purpose should not be
forgotten, because this explains why certain information which interests the reader is not found in the
cadastre, such as for example the sale price of a plot.

Three conditions must be met:

e ensure that the references of the plot and that of the section correspond to the documents kept by
the Departmental Archives. If you wish to consult the old cadastre but you have the references of
the renovated cadastre, you must first consult a concordance table to find the references of the
cadastre before the renovation. The concordance tables are located in the property tax centers,
they are not part of the collection of cadastral documents held by the Departmental Archives.

o define the nature of the property to be sought: is it built or undeveloped property?

e if you don't know the plot number, you need to know the owner's name.

Please note: the cadastre has nothing to do with building permits, which can be consulted at the town
hall. There is no plan of house or building in the cadastre, because these plans do not provide any
information relating to the calculation of tax. Likewise, street names are not mentioned, with the exception
of very large arteries.

Bibliographic Orientation

e Encyclopedia of Alsace, article "cadastre”, p. 955-957.

e The cadastre in Alsace-Moselle [online]. Available at
http://www.minefi.gouv.fr/alsace/themes/them2/cadastre_am3.htm , reference of April 24, 2006.

e Bernard, Gildas (eds.). Digital repertoire of sub-series 3 P: cadastre 1800-1940. Caen: Calvados
departmental archives, 1980. Introduction by Serge de Poorter, p. 11-97.

o De Poorter, Serge. The classification and inventory of maps and plans: cadastral plans and
matrices. The cadastre in France from A to Z. 2 volumes. Montpellier, 2000.

e Mourier, Jacques. Research guide to the Departmental Archives of the Meuse. Bar-le-Duc:
Departmental Archives of the Meuse, 1996. Chapter 6, the cadastre, p. 147-154.

[1] The contribution on built properties is subject to separate taxation because the income from built properties is higher than that of
“bare” land and subject to large variations and price increases.

[2] The objective of the land book is to give an account of the exact situation of real rights in real estate. The registration of his rights
makes them enforceable against third parties. Its purposes are exclusively legal, unlike the cadastre which is a fiscal institution.

[3] It is an instrument which makes it possible to provide notaries with the information necessary for the preparation of deeds of sale,
to inform bankers for the conclusion of a loan or even bailiffs for the execution of a mandate recovery on the legal situation of a
specific owner or property.
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[4] For the municipalities concerned, the use of a cross-reference table is necessary if one has the references of the renovated
cadastre and wishes to consult the old cadastre.

[5] The following plots are not considered to be dividing: paths, service or exploitation paths, streams, drainage or irrigation
channels, retaining walls or terraces.

TRACING THE HISTORY OF A HOUSE WHEN YOU KNOW THE OWNER

Establishing the origin of a property from cadastral documents requires having a minimum information to
consult the appropriate documents. Also keep in mind than:

e The reason for the cadastre is fiscal; cadastral documents were not originally intended to serve
as a source for the genealogy of a property! Thus, the cadastre does not give no information on
the amount of the sale fixed by the owners, nor any other information relating to the sale and its
terms.

¢ For the tax administration, the only essential data are the date of transfer, the capacity of the
property (because it is used to calculate the tax), and the folio number of the new owner, so that
tax is charged to him. The documents also indicate the number of doors and windows, which also
give rise to the collection of a tax.

Until the end of the 19th century and the establishment of the German cadastre by the law of March 31,
1884, the sections are designated by letters (A, B, C sometimes more depending on the size of the town).

Each section is made up of numbered plans. The plots are then numbered according to a continuous
numerical order. The numbering resumes at plot number 1 each time the section.

From the beginning of the 20th century, the sections were designated by numbers, and no longer by
letters. To associate old and new section number, we use the section state, which lists this information.
Access is via the number of sections and plots. The state of sections refers, as when conducting a search
by parcel number, to the account number of the owner.

To complete the research carried out in the cadastral documents, we can turn to the notarial records of
the town in which the plot is located. Nevertheless, the deeds of sale made before a notary became
compulsory only from the 1890s. The existence of an act Notarial sales is therefore not certain before this
period.

To illustrate this research, we have chosen to process a request received by the Archives and concerning
Georges Reeb, owner in Zutzendorf in 1850. He exercises the profession of wheelwright. The purpose of
the research is to establish a list of successive owners of the land of Georges Reeb and to know the area
of his land. To do this, we will mainly use matrices cadastral.

1. The Alphabetical Table of the Matrix (La table alphabétique de la matrice)
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It is the first document to consult. This table will allow us to know the folio number referring to Georges
Reeb's account. It summarizes all the owners' accounts contained in the matrix, in alphabetical order.
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Figure 1: Overview of the alphabetical table of owners included in the
Zutzendorf cadastral matrix, dimension 3 P 561/3 (1).

We note that several owners are called Georges Reeb:

o thefolio number, indicated next to the owner's name, is a reference to note precisely. It is this

number which will make it possible to find the successive owners. It is the key to entering and
navigating the matrix.

(1) Assembly of two pages of the cadastral matrix of Zutzendorf listed 3 P 561 / 3. The title "alphabetical table of owners included in
the cadastral matrix” comes from the first page of this table, the owners whose name begin with "R" being grouped on another page.

For this research, we will deal with properties belonging to the so-called Georges Reeb carrying the folio

number 346 since we know that we are looking for an owner practicing the profession of wheelwright, and
that professions are indicated.
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Figure 3: At the head of Georges Reeb's account with folio number 346.



2. The Folio

This is the page on which each owner's account is presented. On this folio, we can take knowledge of the
years of sale and purchase of the plot, their location, their capacity, of their income and finally of the
information necessary to know the successive owners of a parcel.

The folio has 4 important columns when one wants to establish the history of his house. These columns
are called:

e year of transfer of acquired plots

e year of the mutation of the plots sold

o folio of the matrix from which the acquired articles are taken
o folio of the matrix where the sold items are passed

The first two columns are to the left of the account, the last two columns are located to the right of the
account. They are presented in detail below.

2.1. The columns "year of transfer”, upper left of the account
The two columns concerning the transfer years are subdivided as follows:

e date the owner sells his plot
e date the owner purchases his plot
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Figure 4: Detail of the cartouche concerning
the years of transfers.

In the case of Georges Reeb, we can read that he acquired plot 942 in 1844 and that he sold it in 1856.
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Figure 5: Detail of the account line of Georges Reeb concerning plot 942.



2.2. The columns "folios of the matrix", upper right part of the account
These columns are subdivided as follows:

¢ "Folio of the matrix from which are drawn acquired items": Number of folio from the previous
owner.
¢ "Folio of the matrix where the items sold”; Folio number of the next owner.

Figure 6: Detail of the cartridge concerning the mutations,
and located in the part upper right of the account.

In our example, Georges Reeb bought his plot from the owner whose folio number is 529 and he sold it,
in part, to the owner whose folio number is 857.

Figure 7: Detail of the cartridge concerning the purchase and sale of plot 942.



The mention of two folio numbers means that Georges Reeb split his plot and that he did not only sold
part in 1856.

3. The Information Collected

At this stage of research, we have obtained the following information regarding plot 942 located in section
C of the municipality of Zutzendorf:

e Georges Reeb, the owner from whom the research is being carried out, is identified by the folio
number 346.

e He acquired this plot in 1844, from the owner whose folio number is 529

e He solditin 1856 to the owner whose folio number is 857.

4. Find the Previous Owner of the Plot

When consulting Georges Reeb's account, we learned that the previous owner was wearing Folio number
529. To find the name associated with this folio, consult the matrix and the page corresponding.
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At the head of the account of Michel Staub, previous owner of plot 942.

We learn that plot number 942 was bought by Georges Reeb from Michel Staub. In the account
presented on this folio, plot 942 appears on line 20.
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Figure 8: Detail of Paul Staub's account for plot 942.

1844 corresponds to the box "year of the mutation of the items sold": Michel Staub has sold plot 942 in
1844.



The number 346 at the end of the line corresponds to the box "folio of the matrix where the articles are
passed sold”: it indicates the folio number of Georges Reeb senior.

5. Find the Owner of the Following Plot

If we take the detail of the plot in the account of Georges Reeb father, we see that he sold partly its plot in
1856 to the owner whose folio number is 857:
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This folio tells us that the buyer of this plot is his son, also named Georges.
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Figure 9: At the head of the folio of the matrix relating to Georges Reeb fils.

In the account of Georges Reeb fils, we find the folio number of the owner who sold its plot, 346:

e e SR A A Fduo £77
ik INDICATION CONTENANCE REVENU FOLIOS
XETOPANSS NE LA MATRICE
— -
des |

CANTONS ou LIEUX DITS ‘ TOTALE,

Gewanden.

Figure 10: Detail of the line concerning plot number 942.



We also learn that Georges Reeb fils in turn sold plot number 942 in 1882 / 1883, to the owner whose
folio number is 488. We therefore have to consult folio number 488 to know this owner.
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Figure 12: Detail of Jean Schneyer's account for plot 942.

On the line concerning plot 942, we find the sale date 1882/1883. We note, at the end of the line relating
to parcel 942, that the box corresponding to the mention "folio of the matrix where are passed the sold
items "is empty: it means that at the closing date of the matrix, in 1902, the owner has not changed.

6. Information Contained in the Accounts.

From the cadastral accounts, we saw how to establish the succession of the owners of a parcel. This

information is useful for establishing the genealogy of a plot or a house, but the accounts allow to take
note of other information:

e the nature of the property: in the example of plot number 942, the property is land;

¢ the taxable capacity per plot and total (if the owner has several plots), expressed in hectare, are
and centiare;

¢ income from the plot: this income is expressed in francs and cents. It is calculated based on of
the class to which the earth belongs. Class is determined by criteria like fertility of the land or the
geographic location of the plot. The further the plot is from the municipality, the less valuable it is.

In our example, we learn that parcel number 942 whose owner is Georges Reeb fils has a taxable
capacity of 7 ares and 05 centiares. Income from this land is goes up to 2 francs and 52 cents.
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In Conclusion: The Information Obtained at the End of the Research
Through this research, we were able to establish:

e the list of successive owners of plot 942 located in Zutzendorf:
o Michel Straub, 1832 (2) -1844
o Georges Reeb father, 1844-1856
o Georges Reeb fils, 1856-1892
o Jean Schneyer, 1892-1902 (3)
o the nature of the plot: this is class 3 land
e the taxable area of the plot: 7 ares and 05 centiares
e income from the plot: 2 francs 52.

Héléne Both, September 01, 2006

(2) Date of opening of the matrix, specified in the first pages of the register. Michel Straub is certainly already the owner of his plot
on that date.

(3) Closing date of the matrix, specified in the first pages of the register.

TRACE THE HISTORY OF A HOUSE WHEN YOU KNOW THE PLOT NUMBER

We have previously seen how to trace the history of a house when you know its owner. Another mode of
research consists in starting from the plot on which the building is built. For carry out this research, you
must either know the number of the plot, or master the plan of the commune, and identify the parcel
directly on the plan in order to note the number.

To illustrate this research, we decided to retrace the history of the current building of the Archives
department of Bas-Rhin, located 5 rue Fischart in Strasbourg.



The information we have to begin this document search cadastral are thin: indeed, we do not know the
number of the parcel on which the building was constructed. We only know its date of inauguration: 1896.
We need so start by finding the parcel number.

1. Determine the Plot Number

To obtain this information, you must know the municipality and locate the location of the Archives
departmental on the plans of Strasbourg. For this, we used the plans of Strasbourg established by the
German Administration in 1898, on which the names of the main city arteries. The Archives are also
located near major axes of Strasbourg (avenue des Vosges, avenue de la Forét Noire in particular), the
location on the map was found ease.

The plan of the district in which the Departmental Archives are located is as follows:

Place Sébastien Brant Rue Schweighaeuser Avenue de Ia Forét noire Rue Fischart

Figure 1: general view of the Brant-avenue district of the Black Forest.
(unlisted document, funds being classified)

We know that the Departmental Archives are located at the corner of rue Fischart and la the avenue of
the Black Forest. The plan also indicates on the building located at this place "Beziksarchiv", as seen in
the following view:

Plot number in the section 95.



Figure 2: detail of the Departmental Archives building, at the corner of rue Fischart and from
the avenue of the Black Forest (document not listed, being classified)

At this stage of research, the plot number is now known to us; this is the number 72 which appears at the
top of the plan. All the buildings of the Departmental Archives are therefore built on a single plot. This
parcel number is to be noted to continue the research. It is also necessary to note the number of the
section indicated on the plan, here number 95, to ability to view section status.

Another technique for determining the location and number of a plot is to use the assembly table, which
presents all the sections of a commune. From this document, we can isolate the section on which the
desired plot is located. Nevertheless, the scale of the table assembly is smaller than that of the section
boards (1 / 10,000 e), so it is more difficult to distinguish these sections and deduce the location of the
plot, even impossible for large municipalities such as Strasbourg (see Figure 3).



Figure 3: Strasbourg assembly table, scale 1/10000. Unlisted document, funds being classified

2. The Information Contained in the Section Report

This plot number will allow us to collect a certain amount of information. For that, we use the state of
sections, which identifies the plots and associates them with their owners. The page concerning plot
number 72 is as follows:

e The matrix account number is 1561
e Number of the parcel [72]

Le numéro de compte de la matrice est le
1561

Numéro de la
parcelle

Figure 4: detail of the state of sections concerning plot number 72 of the Departmental Archives



The important reference of the state of sections is the account number, thanks to which we will be able

find the owner of the building. In our case, it is the number 1561 that must be kept for the further
research.

We also learn from this document that the Archives plot has a surface area of almost 40 ares, as
indicated in column number 5.

Finally, we know that the plot was sold in 1949 to a buyer whose account number is 5256.

3. The Owners of the Archives Plot

Once the owner's account number has been read (here 1561), we consult the nomenclature of owners in

which we find the account numbers in ascending numerical order. The Account number 1561 is assigned
to the state. This account looks like this:

e Account Number
e Plot Number
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Figure 5: detail of folio number 1561 concerning the Departmental Archives



We learn that until 1949, the date on which the plot was sold as indicated in the matrix table, the State
owns the land, through the Directorate of Archives of France. This situation is easily explained by the fact
that at this date, the Archives are state competence. They only became a departmental competence in
1986, by laws decentralization.

In the German cadastre, there is a document called the nomenclature of owners. This document allows to
follow the building after its sale. In our case, it's folio number 5256 which will serve as our entry key. The
nomenclature looks like this:

Nomenclature des propriétaires %l
e =

Mutations

Nouvesu Erers Nouvesu Fae
propristairs e propriétaire dee propristaire

propriétaire

Figure 6: detail of the owner's nomenclature

The line concerning the Archives building indicates that in 1949, it was the Bas-Rhin Department who
became the owner of the land.

e Account number
e Plot number
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Figure 7: detail of the owner's nomenclature concerning the sale of
the plot of the Departmental Archives

In Conclusion: The Information Collected

At the end of this research, we learned that the Departmental Archives building had a area of almost 40
ares, that it is built on a single plot, that it belonged to the State until 1949 when it was bought by the
Department of Bas-Rhin.

The purchase price of the plot is not included in the cadastre, as this information is not useful for Tax
Administration. To find out, consult the notarial acts of 1946.

Knowing the name of the notary who registered the deed will facilitate the search. Otherwise, it will have
to consult all the documents of the Strasbourg notaries for the year 1946. This research cannot be carried
out immediately at the Departmental Archives; indeed, the documents notaries are only transferred to the
Archives after a period of one hundred years. If you know the notary concerned, it is possible to request
authorization from him to consult the documents within his study.



Recent and future information is not found in documents kept at the Archives, but in the rare registers
kept in tax centers. They are free communicable to anyone wishing to consult them at the property tax
centers.

Hélene Both, September 01, 2006



