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NEW YORK CITY MARRIAGE RECORDS 

Source: Kathleen O’Farrell 

 

JOHANNES PLETSCH & JOSEPHINA LENGERT 

15 April 1845 Most Holy Redeemer Parish, Manhattan, Marriage  

Johannes Pletsch, groom, age 26, legitimate son of Joh. Pletsch and Anna Maria Muller of Mizbach, Bav. 

[Bavaria], and Josephina Lengert, bride, age 18, legitimate daughter of Josephi Lengert and Margaretha 

Mesmer of Soufflenheim, Alsatia. Witnesses: Peter Pletsch and Henericus Schreiber. 

 

XAVERIUS LENGERT & CATHARINA BERGNER 

15 April 1845 Most Holy Redeemer Parish, Manhattan, Marriage 

Xaverius Lengert, groom, age 26, of Soufflenheim, Alsatia, legitimate son of Josephi Lengert and 

Margaretha Mesmer of Soufflenheim, Alsatia, and Catharina Bergner, bride, age 18, legitimate daughter 

of Andrea Bergner and Eva Russ of Karlburg, Bav. [Bavaria]. Witnesses: Antonius Koverstein and 

Nicholas Bergner. 

 

VINCENTIUS LENGERT & CATHARINA WEID 

15 April 1845 Most Holy Redeemer Parish, Manhattan, Marriage 

Vincentius Lengert, groom, age 24, legitimate son of Josephi Lengert and Margaretha Mesmer of 

Soufflenheim, Alsatia, and Catharina Weid, bride, age 34, legitimate daughter of Laurentii Weid and Anna 

München of Deinschwanz, Bav. [Bavaria]. Witnesses: Michael Weid and Fabian Vonhatten.  

 

JOSEPH MATTHIEU & MARGARETHA LENGERT 

09 July 1846 Most Holy Redeemer Parish, Manhattan, Marriage 



Joseph Matthieu, groom, age 27, legitimate son of Thoma Matthieu and Catharinae Riegler of 

Germersheim, Alsatia, and Margaretha Lengert, bride, age 17, legitimate daughter of Josephi Lengert 

and Margaretha Mesmer of Soufflenheim, Alsatia. Witnesses: Henricus Pfaff and Vincentius Lengert. 

 

JOSEPH LENGERT & BERNARDINA HAASS 

19 June 1849 Most Holy Redeemer Parish, Manhattan, Marriage 

Joseph Lengert, groom, of Sofenheim [Soufflenheim], Alsace, and Bernardina Haass, bride, of Sofenheim 

[Soufflenheim], Witnesses: Vinzent Lengert and Xavier Lengert. 

 

 

FABIAN VONHATTEN  

Source: Kathleen O’Farrell 

Born in Soufflenheim on 29 January 1818, son of Joseph Vonhatten and Therese Haberkorn. Emigrated 

on the ship Havre, Port of Departure: Le Havre, France, Port of Arrival: New York City, Date of Arrival: 8 

July 1839, National Archives Series Number: M237, Microfilm Number: 39, List Number: 460. Manifest 

page 3, entry 23. Fabian Vanhattan married Odilia Lengert 13 February 1844 at St. Nicholas Parish in 

Manhattan: Fabianus Vanhattan, groom, age 26, of Sufflenheim, Alsatia, son of Josephi Vanhattan and 

Theresiae Habercorn, and Odilia Lengert, bride, age 19, of Sufflenheim, Alsatia, daughter of Josephi 

Lengert and  Margarethae Mesmer. Witnesses: Joseph Gress, Balthasar Daun.  

Fabian lived in several places but mostly on East 4th Street in Manhattan near Holy Redeemer Church, 

and was a sawyer. He married on the lower east side and remained there the rest of his life. Fabian and 

his wife were living at 275 4th Street when they died in the 1880’s. Addresses from city directories (all near 

Holy Redeemer Church):  

• 1844: 28 Avenue B 

• 1853: 175 Third Street (Adjacent to Holy Redeemer)  

• 1859: 601 Fourth Street 

• 1863: 603 Fourth Street 

• 1864-1880’s: 275 Fourth Street    

 

 

JOSEPH VON HATTEN 

Source: Kathleen O’Farrell 

Manhattan and eventually his family moved to Brooklyn. According to the Drexler Birth Index, a Joseph 

Vonhatten was born in Soufflenheim on 14 May 1829, son of Joseph Vonhatten and Therese Haberkorn 

(also the parents of Fabian Vonhatten).  

 



 

NICK SCHOTT 

Source: Kathleen O’Farrell 

Nick Schott emigrated from Soufflenheim to the United States. Born 17 January 1867 in Soufflenheim. 

Arrived in New York in April 1892 under the name Ignatius Schott 

 

 

PHILLIP BURGARD 

Source: Kathleen O’Farrell 

Phillip Burgard emigrated from Soufflenheim to the United States .Born 09 September 1871 in 

Soufflenheim. Father was Xavier, mother listed at Tresa. 

 

 

JOSEPHINE GAETZ 

Source: Kathleen O’Farrell 

Josephine Gaetz (probably Goetz) emigrated from Soufflenheim to the United States. Born 21 November 

1850 in Soufflenheim. Died in Bloomington IL on 25 August 1939. Father was Ignatius and mother Regina 

Uhrig. 

 

 

NICOLAS SCHNEIDER & MADELEINE HELMER  

Source: Kelly Cooper 

Nicolas Schneider and Madeleine Helmer were married, 30 March 1871, Most Holy Redeemer Paris, 

Manhattan. Madeleine Helmer, baptized 30 March 1847 in Soufflenheim, daughter of Isador Helmer and 

Madeleine Th.? Daul, to Nicolas Schneider baptized 12 November 1845 in Fegersheim, Alsace. They had 

eight children; whose birth certificates are from Manhattan. 

 

 

CATHERINE BURGER 

Source: Robert Wideen 



Catherine Burger, born 01 January 1790, Soufflenheim, Alsace, daughter of Joseph Burger and Bridgit 

Kleitz. Married Anthony Kieffer (29 November 1777 to 06 May 1856) in Soufflenheim 04 Sep 1811. They 

emigrated to East Eden in Erie County, New York in 1830 with their seven children: Celestine, Josephine, 

Catherine, Peter, Barbara, Mary Ann and Philipp. Following the death of her husband, Catherine moved 

to Elba, Minnesota by 1860, where children Celestine, Josephine, Peter, and Phoebe had earlier arrived. 

She passed away in 1865 in Elba and is buried in the Kieffer-Klein Cemetery.  

 

 

ANDREW BURGER  

Source: Robert Wideen  

Andrew Burger, born 19 July 1821 in Soufflenheim, Alsace, son of Joseph Burger and Catharine Wagner. 

Related to Catherine Burger, wife of Anthony Kieffer, whose family resided south of Buffalo in East Eden, 

Erie County, New York. In May of 1855, Andrew, arriving from California, and relatives arriving from Erie 

County, purchased adjacent government land in Elba, southeastern Minnesota, 10 miles west of the 

Mississippi, and began farming.  

Meeting Andrew in Elba were his cousins Peter and Phoebe Kieffer of East Eden, Phoebe’s husband 

Casper Kriedermacher of Darmstadt in Hesse, south of Frankfurt, and Peter and Phoebe’s niece 

Catherine Klein of Buffalo and husband William Hemmelberg of Prussia (Catherine’s mother, Josephine 

Klein nee Kieffer would arrive the following year). They were among the earliest settlers in Elba. The 

Kriedermacher Valley and road is named after Phoebe’s husband and the Kieffer Valley after Peter. 

Phoebe Kieffer was the first death in the township, dying of cholera in 1856, a year after arriving. The 

inscription on her tombstone reads "Not dead but gone before". On March 23, 1900, Andrew drowned 

while crossing the Whitewater River behind the home of the Hemmelbergs. 

 

From The History of Winona County, Together With Biographical Matter, Statistics, Etc. Gathered from 

matter furnished by interviews with old settlers, county, township and other records, and extracts from 

files of papers, pamphlets, and such other sources as have been available. Chicago, H.H. Hill and 

company, Publishers, 1883, 966 pages.  

https://books.google.com/books/about/History_of_Winona_County_1883.html?id=xkMvAAAAYAAJ 

ANDREW BURGER, farmer, a native of Alsace [SOUFFLENHEIM], now part of Germany, was born June 

23, 1821. At seventeen years old he came to America and worked at farm labor in Oneida, Erie, and 

Orleans Counties, New York for several years. When 23 years old he went to Canada, and thence to 

Hillsdale County, Michigan, where he worked on the Lake Shore & Michigan southern railroad. In 1851 he 

went to Indiana and then to Louisiana, working at farm and plantation labor. In 1852 he went to California, 

and after loosing his all two or three times in the mines, engaged in farming and threshing. Having 

secured a small capital, he left California in the spring of 1855, and arrive in Elba, where he had friends, 

on the 15th of May; he immediately entered a claim to 160 acres of government land on Section 11, and 

has ever since dwelt thereon. He now has 400 acres on sections 6,7,10 and 11, of which over 200 acres 

are under  the plow. On July 5th, 1877, his large barn was burned by lightening, and has not been rebuilt. 

He lives in a fine large house, and has every comfort a farmer may crave, the product of his own industry. 

https://books.google.com/books/about/History_of_Winona_County_1883.html?id=xkMvAAAAYAAJ


He is a member or the Roman Catholic society of Elba, which held its meetings in his house for many 

years. He was town supervisor in 1865 ; formerly democrat, now independent. 

WILLIAM HEMMELBERG, farmer. The subject of this sketch is one of the pioneers who penetrated the 

unknown valleys of the lower Whitewater basin, and has established a home which is a monument to his 

hardihood and industry, and where he may sometime end his days amid the comforts which his own toil 

had earned. Mr. Hemmelberg was born in Wesel, Prussia, February 25, 1830. He was bred after the 

manner of German farmers’ sons, assisting in his parents’ labors and receiving the practical education 

enjoined by German laws.  When 21 years old he emigrated to the land of promise west of the Atlantic, 

and settled in Erie county, New York, where he labored in the pinery, shingle mills and on farms. On the 

19h of April, 1855, he was married to Catherine Klein. She was a daughter of Philip Klein and Josephine 

Kiefer [SOUFFLENHEIM], natives of Loraine and Alsace, Germany. She was born in Buffalo, New York, 

August 5, 1838. Immediately after their wedding Mr. and Mrs. Hemmelberg set out for the new west, and 

arrived in Elba on the 4th of May. They immediately selected their present location on Sec. 11, where he 

made claim to 160 acres of government land. Mrs. H. took her first ride after oxen in coming from the 

Mississippi River to Elba. She found the lonely life of a pioneer settler very irksome to reconcile with her 

city breeding, and as female companionship could not be had, she returned to Buffalo after a stay of 

about three months. The next spring she returned, accompanied by her mother [Josephine Kiefer of 

SOUFFLENHEIM] and several new families, and they were soon surrounded by other homes. Mr. 

Hemmelberg now resides with his family in a large stone residence, and has a handsomely improved 

farm. Agreeing with his neighbors in politics, he is a democrat. His family are all communicants in the Elba 

Roman Catholic church, in which Mrs. Hemmelberg is very active in teaching the children. Five children 

were born to them, as herewith enumerated : William, March 30, 1856, now in Texas; Louis, February 20, 

1859, died April 23, 1882 ; Louisa, May 10, 1863 ; Albert, January 19, 1870 ; Mary, June 19, 1876, died 

October 19, 1878. Mr. Hemmelberg enlisted, August 23, 1864, in Company H, 11th Minnesota 

Volunteers, and served till June 26, 1865, being stationed on guard duty most of the time at Nashville, 

Tennessee. 

ELBA TOWNSHIP. The surface is very much broken, and is covered by three deep valleys, which in turn 

are traversed by three prominent streams. There are three branches of the Whitewater river, the north 

branch, the east branch and the middle branch. These unite at the village of Elba, on Sec. 10, and form 

one principal stream, which flows north and leaves the town ship on Sec. 2. Good farms are found in the 

valleys, and excellent "wheat tables" on the high land. Floods, caused by heavy rains in summer, are 

frequent on the Whitewater and its branches, causing much annoyance by the washing away of dams 

and the injury of mills. The timber found in the township is principally oak and elm, which is plentiful in the 

valleys.  

Immigration into the township began as early as 1854. Robert Crooks was probably the first among the 

early pioneers. He came to that locality in the spring of 1854, and took up a claim on what is now part of 

Sec. 28. He was followed the same year by F. McCarty and a man named Southwick. F. McCarty settled 

on what is now Sec. 22, while Southwick made a claim on Sec. 3. The following came in 1855 : A. E. 

Todd, D. J. Todd, D. R. Holbrook, L. U. Todd, W. Telugan, PETER KIEFER, ANDREW BURGER, WM. 

HEMMELBERG, A. D. Nichols, Alva Philbrick, H. D. Bailey and Jerry Philbrick. 

 A. E. Todd took up land on Secs. 6 and 7, D. J. Todd on Secs. 8 and 9, D. R. Holbrook on Sec. 9, L. U. 

Todd on Sec. 8, W. Telugan on Sec. 11, PETER KIEFER ON N.W. ¼ QUARTER SEC. 12, ANDREW 

BURGER ON SECS. 11 AND 12, WM. HIMMELBERG ON SEC. 11, A.D. Nichols on Sec. 10, Alva 

Philbrick, H. D. Bailey and Terry Philbrick, all on Sec. 10.  



First death in the township was that of MRS. CASPER KREIDERMACHER [Phoebe Kieffer], who died of 

cholera in 1856, and was buried on Sec. 3.  

 

 

The Kieffer Valley, top right. Kreidermacher Road, center right. 

 

 

JOHN, FRANCIS AND JOSEPH VOEGELE 

Source: Brian Smith 

The 1860 census in Gibsonville, Sierra County, California (Gold Rush country) list John and Francis 

Voegele, possible brothers of Joseph Voegele of Soufflenheim. Two of Joseph brothers went to California 

for the gold rush. Which brothers are not known. The Voegele brothers were still in the Erie County in 

1855 according to the census. At least two of the Voegele brothers, Henry and John, apparently never 

returned from California. Joseph Voegele (1862-1934) made several trips to California to search for his 

missing Uncle John. It’s not known why he wasn’t worried about Henry. John was never found and 

Joseph returned to Lancaster, New York. 



 

 

LAURENT ERNEWEIN  

Source: Phil Hauser 

Modeste/Matthias Ernewein and Joseph Ernewein have listed as their father Laurent Ernewein in 

Soufflenheim (records Rose transcribed). Familysearch.org shows "Lorenz Ernwein" age 73 from France 

on the RHONE, arrival date 10/18/1842. This age matches Laurent ERNEWEIN from Soufflenheim. AND, 

by this time pretty much all of his family is in North America except for his wife, who died a year or two 

earlier, so, I could see him emigrating. I don’t see a death record for him in Soufflenheim nor anywhere 

else, but the 1840s records are very spotty in Canada, at least in Maryhill/New Germany. 

[Mark Drexler comments: The Lorenz Ernwein on that Rhone manifest neatly matches the father of the 

brothers Joseph and Modeste Ernewein, who seem to have emigrated about 3 years earlier. Those 

brothers have not yet been found on manifests (they apparently came over separately). I did look for 

'Fanny' Meyer (probably officially 'Francoise') [name on manifest near Lorenz Ernewein] in Soufflenheim 

without success. And the name above that I took as possibly 'Orth' rather than 'Arth', and investigated for 

that one -- again without success. So it looks like that one lonesome Ernwein is the only candidate 

Soufflenheimer on that boat, and that doesn't instill confidence.] 

 

 

JOSEPH HAASER & CAROLINE GRESS 

Source: Todd Farmerie 

1851 Census, Soufflenheim: Haaser, Adam, voiturier, 66; Kress, Caroline, la femme du fils, 21; Haaser, 

Joseph, son fils laboureur, 34; Haaser, Me Anne, leur soeur, 23 

1854 Emigration (from newspaper shipping reports): Simon Greenman departed Le Havre on the 11 

November 1854, and was sighted in the approaches to NY 18 December, making port the next 

day. Passenger roll is dated 21 December, presumably their date of disembarkation.   

From city directories of Pittsburgh and neighboring boroughs: Joseph was instead living in Duquesne 

borough, but it's 1860 census is so faded it cannot be read. Directory coverage of Duquense is hit-and-

miss, but he appears as follows: 

1859 Hauser, Joseph, lab[orer], h[ouse] Girty's Run, D[uquesne] 

1863 Hauser, Joseph, lab[orer], 20 Girty's run, D[uquesne] B[orough] 

1864 (duplicate entries) 

• Haser, Joseph, lab[orer], Road north Butler plank road, D[uquesne] 

• Hauser, James (sic), lab[orer], Girty's run 



From 1865 he was living in a house on farmland he rented from the estate of Christopher Farmerie estate 

in Shaler Twp., just east of the borough and hence outside the city directory's catchment area. He paid 

$300 rent for the period from July 1865 to March 1867. The last date was when the final inventory of the 

estate was filed, but he continued to live there at least through 1870, as deduced from the census. 

1870 Census, Shaler Township: Hauser, Joseph, 54, farmer, France; Hauser, Caroline, 37, keeping 

house, France; Hauser, Mary, 12, Penna; Hauser, Joseph, 6, Penna; Miller, Jacob, 19, laborer, Prussia 

1880 Census, Millvale, Allegheny, Pennsylvania: Hohl, John, 50, France (French parents); Hohl, Caroline, 

47, wife, keeping house, France (French parents); Hohl, Frank, 23, son, works in mill, NY (French 

parents); Haser, Joseph, 15, stepson, barber, Penna (French parents); Apply, Rachel, 5, foster daughter, 

Penna (Father: Switzerland, Mother: Penna); 3 boarders 

1900 Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 9 April 1900, p. 5: HOHL: On Thursday, April 6, 1900, at 7:45 p.m., Mrs. 

CAROLINE HOHL, mother of Mrs. W. H. Farmerie and Joseph C. Haser, aged 68 years. Funeral this 

morning at 8:30 o'clock from the residence of her son-in-law W. H. Farmerie, Butler plank road, Shaler 

township. Requiem high mass at 9 a.m. at St. Anthony's church, Millvale. 

1932 Pennsylvania Death Certificate: Mr. Joseph C. Haser, occupation: Justice of the Peace, born 

February 4 1965, Millvale, Pennsylvania, Father: Joseph Haser, b. Alsace France, mo: Caroline Kress, b. 

Alsace France, died Jan. 30, 1932, Ross Township., Allegheny County.   

1938 Pennsylvania Death Certificate: Mary T. Farmerie, occupation: retired (sic), born Jan. 29, 1859, 

Shaler Township, Pitts, fa: Joseph Haser, b. Alsace France, Mother: Caroline Kress, b. Alsace France 

died 28 February 1938, Pittsburgh. 

 

 

BRUNO ERNEWEIN  

Source: Phil Hauser  

Bruno Ernewein (musician). Parish of New Orleans. Document from ancestry.com. Possibly the Bruno 
Ernewein mentioned in the Alsace Immigration Index. On the fifth written line of page one he is clearly 
noted as being from Soufflenheim by his executor/testator. I have seen other New Orleans to New 
Germany movement, including Wendel Sauer, so New Orleans was a destination for some. 

 

Cover Page (executor/testator) 

 



 

Page 1 (executor/testator) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Page 2 (executor/testator) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WENDEL SAUER 

Source: Phil Hauser 

Buckle up, as this story is a bit of a roller coaster ride: 

1) Wendel Sauer 2 was born in Onsbach, Baden 18 Oct 1798 to Wendel Sauer 1 and Christine 
Harter, I have them as from Fautenbach, Baden but not much to go on, the rest of this sentence 
is strictly speculative COULD be guess work or perhaps they are very early refugees (they had a 
son in Onsbach in 1787 so before the great flight.   

2) He married Franziska KEHLHOFFNER in Soufflenheim 22 Jan 1838.   This is now one of those 
instances where I record not just similar names on either side of the Rhine but actual 
connections. 

3) Before marriage they had an illegitimate son Joseph KEHLHOFFNER (later Sauer was added 
when Wendel claimed the child as his own) This birth was 3 Aug 1836 Mark had dug up that info 
about the adoption, would have to dig for it. 

4) Wendel 2 and Franziska had three more children Francisca (born 1840) Wendel (born 1842) and 
Hypolite (born and died 1849) all in Soufflenheim                

5) Wendel died in Soufflenheim 10 Apr 1850 
6) Francisca KEHLHOFFNER according to Mark Drexler immigrated with Sebastien DREXLER, 

Wendel 3 in 1850 and made way to New Germany where Sebastien Drexler and Francisca Sauer 
(daughter of Franziska) married. We know all this ships etc from the work we just did. 

7) Wendel 3 married Catherine Reinhart in New Germany in 1863 This wife Catherine gives birth to 
a son Joseph in 1864 (probably in New Orleans) than dies in New Orleans in 1866  

8) Wendel 3 than marries Margaretha Gettel in New Orleans in 1867 and than she dies in 1870 
9) We find Wendel living near a Joseph Sauer in New Orleans who is assumedly his brother and the 

illegitimate son of Wendel 2 and Franziska in 2) This Joseph is shown as born in France, arrived 
in America in 1855 and the port is unknown.  This record indicates he naturalized in 1867 but I 
haven’t gotten farther on it. He dies in New Orleans in 1897. 

10) THIS IS WHERE THE WATER GETS A LITTLE MURKY 

 

Wendel 3 is married and living in New Orleans and has a child in 1868 and 1870 down there. 

Meanwhile Rosina Hauser of my Baden Hauser line has a child in 1868 in New Germany that we have no 

proof of Wendel 3 being the father BUT his second wife dies in New Orleans in March of 1870 and he 

remarries to Rosina Hauser in August 0f 1870 in New Germany. 

They later are in New Orleans for birth of their child Mary Barbara Sauer in August 1871. 

This marriage has some confusion, there are some index cards that indicate the third marriage did occur 

in 1869 and we cannot see anything but an index on vital records but there is a long marriage record 

mentioning dispensation meetings with the Bishop in the New Germany records. 

So what we know for sure is Wendel was married twice in New Germany and once in New Orleans, that 

he had children in both places and later “settled” in New Germany with Rosina.  There was certainly time 

in New Orleans and this Joseph Sauer lived in close proximity so we believe them to be related. 

I realize this is not 100% proven but there is a ton of circumstance that Joseph in New Orleans is kin. 

There is more research to be done, but I wanted to provide as much of a story as I could, and it is heck of 



a story. I have no records of Wendel arriving by land or sea in New Orleans but I think sea would have 

been challenging at times given the US civil war. Take from this what you will but I think it is cause for 

some notice of New Orleans as a possible settlement of some from Soufflenheim. Phil Hauser 

 

 

WATERLOO NATURALIZATION REGISTERS 1828-1850 

Source: Chris Bowman 

 

Waterloo Naturalization Registers (Part 1) 1828-1850, Public Archives of Canada 

 

 

 

 



Waterloo Naturalization Registers (Part 2) 1828-1850, Public Archives of Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


