
JAN 29, 2023 

Epiphany IV - Worship Service of Word & Prayer 

The Beatitudes 

Announcements:                          

Hymns: 717    719 (vs 1,2,4 & 5)  nPsalm 15      720 

Confession & Forgiveness: 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy 

endures forever. Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from 
you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to 
one another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. Amen. 
  

Hymn: 717 - Let Justice Flow Like Streams 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.   And also with you.   



Prayer of the day: Holy God, you confuse the world’s wisdom in giving 

your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a 

hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for 

peace, that in our words and our deeds the world may see the life 

of your Son, Jesus Christ  our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen. 

 
Scriptures – read by Maureen Rueckwald 

Micah 6:1-8     Psalm 15     1 Corinthians 1:18-31      

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-2   and Homily 

Hymn 719 vs 1,2,4 & 5 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life  
 
Apostles Creed p. 217 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast 
only in the cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and 
justice. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and 
hills echo with your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error 
of our ways. Inspire us with reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
 
You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek 
justice, love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, 
and self-seeking. Prosper the work of peacemakers. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, 
weak, low, and despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is 
least expected. Give your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need (especially 

those who are ill:  Jeff Obst, Ed, Vicki, Jacqueline, Paul and friends: Tere,  
children -Briar & Alivia, Earl, Bill, Ed, George W., Lynne Z., Claude, 
Darlene Z. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind 
us how your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite 
our weaknesses. Establish the cross as the center of our life together. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer.  
 
Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place. Trusting you 
accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and in every trial, we trust you abide 
with your people always. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified. Amen. 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you! 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share 
with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer  

BLESSING Go from here with God’s blessing, and share your gifts with your 

neighbor, with your family, with your community in love and peace.  Amen  

Hymn 720 We Are Called 

DISMISSAL  
GO IN PEACE – SERVE THE LORD:     Thanks be to God. 
 


