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CHRIST MORAVIAN CHURCH
In Essentials, Unity; In Non-Essentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love
Pastor’s Springtime Note:

Contact Us
Christ Moravian Church

600 Acadia Drive, SE
Calgary, Alberta T2J 0B8
(403) 271-2700
Email: moravian@nucleus.com
www.christmoravian.com
Pastor: Stephen Gohdes
Church Secretary: Andrea
Music: Heidi Gohdes
Executive Board
Chair: Alan Bartlett
Vice Chair: David Bennett
Secretary: Pat Holm
Bookkeeper: Bobbie Callander
Treasurer: Roger Lohrey
Spiritual Programs: Arlene
Kawchuk, Donna Gordon, Alan
Bartlett
Congregational Nurture: Glen
Newberry, Bob Tedrick
Mission & Outreach: Donna
Gordon, Martin Driver, David
Bennett
Church Operations: Arn Wylie,
Roger Lohrey
Finance: Roger Lohrey, Pat Holm

The CMC Ministry Team which brings devotions and
worship to the Southwood Care Centre knows that I
like to turn to poetry at times in order to offer a
special thought. I found a lovely springtime poem
that had me pause with hope amidst this long and
weary winter.
This is your garden, Creator God,
a thing of beauty
beyond understanding,
a poem that is being written
not in words
but in colours,
wind's whisper,
soaring bird,
snowdrop's petal,
gentle rain,
sunlight's warmth,
This is your garden, Creator God,
A thing of beauty
beyond our understanding.
(Under Creative Commons License)

May your soul and heart bloom and blossom and bear faithful fruit.
Shalom,
Pastor Steve Gohdes

Church Elders
Bernard Amiot, Mary Ann Gates,
Pastor Stephen Gohdes, Donna
Gordon, Holly Heffernan,
Duncan McKerchar, Brian
Pemberton, Gloria Taylor, Gloria
Toole, Pat Wollf, Doug Zeck

Life, with all its challenges, is seldom easy. In the face of discouragements and
difficulties, we need those things that lift up our spirits. Spring, with its many
images and symbols speaks of our rejuvenation, our coming out of winter’s
hibernation with energy and enthusiasm for what comes next. Spring is about
hope, growth and new beginnings.
Kent Winters-Hazelton
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NEWS & EVENTS
Upcoming Events
Sundays

Bible Study: 9:00am
Worship Service: 10:30 am
Communion: 1st Sunday
Noisy Offering: Last Sunday

May 2018
2 Women’s Fellowship, 1:15pm
3 Youth Group, 7pm.
5 Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am

Join us May 6 for
Church Council
Following worship service

* Committee Reports
* Election of Executive Board
* Election of Elders

We thank retiring Executive Board members, Arlene Kawchuk and Bob Tedrick,
and retiring Elder, Doug Hill, for the grace and wisdom of their service.
Please consider letting your name stand for a position on the Executive Board. If
you are willing to serve Christ Church in this capacity, or if you would like to
nominate someone else, please speak with Pastor Gohdes or Board Chair, Alan
Bartlett.

6 Church Council, 11:30am
9 Southwood Service, 9:45am.
10 Canasta, 1 pm
12 Celebrate Rajpur, 7pm
14 Spiritual Companions, 1:30pm
15 Grief Support Group, 10am

Celebrate
Rajpur

17 Youth Group, 7pm
18 Mustard Seed, 1pm
23 Knitting & Craft Group, 10:30am
24 Canasta, 1 pm
25 Ladies Tea, 1:15pm

June 2018
2 Garage Sale, 8am - 3pm
6 Women’s Fellowship, 1:15pm

Tickets $10

Canadian Moravians have
helped vulnerable children
in Northern India for over
40 years to obtain an
education at the Moravian
Institute.
Join us for a fun night to
learn about this amazing
ministry and enjoy a dance
demonstration and sampling
of Indian food.

Saturday, May 12, 7 - 9pm
Good Shepherd Moravian Church
6311 Norfolk Drive NW, (403) 274-4888

6 Elders Meeting, 7pm
9 Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am
11 Spiritual Companions
13 Southwood Service, 9:45am
14 Canasta, 1 pm
11 Spiritual Companions, 1:30pm
21 - 25 Provincial Synod, Bethlehem
28 Canasta, 1pm

Presented by the Canadian Moravian Mission Society and the Calgary Churches
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NEWS & EVENTS

CMC Garage
Saturday, June 2
Please sign up
to volunteer

Donations gratefully accepted:
Monday, May 28 - Thursday, May 31,
9 am - 5 pm & 7 pm - 9 pm
No large furniture please.
Clothing donations end Wednesday, May 30
Call the church oﬃce for information:
403-271-2700

GET READY …….

CMC Garage Sale: Saturday, June 2
The CMC Garage Sale is the biggest event of the year
for our congregation. The involvement of every one of
our members is the key to making this community
event a success. Christ Moravian Church supports
many charity groups within our immediate Calgary
community as well as missions in other parts of the
world. Through the collective efforts of our dedicated
members during the week of preparation and on the
day of the Sale, our congregation can continue to
contribute to the many needs of our community.
Not only is this Garage Sale a fundraiser, it also serves
as a great way to meet our fellow members and work
together. We support each other over the week prior
to the Sale Day as there are many “jobs” to do. The
more volunteers, the lighter the work load!
The Garage Sale has grown tremendously from it’s
origins in the church basement. We now have a very
large tent on the church’s front lawn that is filled the
week prior to the sale by the many donations of
church members and those in the surrounding
community. During this week of preparation, many of
us spend our time “in the Tent” to sort and price these
many items. We need many volunteers to commit time
and effort to do this huge task.
This week affords us another way to have fellowship
with each other. We have much fun trying to guess the
“what’s-its” or finding a treasure that we just can’t live
without! Greeting our donators and working together
is a great way to experience God’s Love in Action. To
be involved as an enthusiastic volunteer, watch for the
posters and mailbox updates.
We look forward to seeing you
in the tent starting on May 28!
Submitted by Elaine Haggith
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NEWS & EVENTS
Our prayers have been answered.
Spring is finally here!

+55 Activities
The +55 Club is an active social group consisting of members and
friends of Christ Moravian. It is a well known “secret” that those under
the age of 55 are also invited to attend our activities.
Twice a month we host Canasta on the second and fourth Thursdays.
Up to 26 people attend for a fun afternoon of cards, coffee and lively
conversation.
At an April planning meeting, several ideas for outings were
suggested and we are in the process of of making some of them
happen. On April 20, twenty or so enjoyed dinner and dancing at the
Horton Road Legion. Thanks to Fay and Walt for organizing this.
Doug and Berla Zeck will organize the annual trip to Aspen Crossing
in May and musical theatres in Cardston. Watch the bulletin and
newsletter for details of these activities and other fun events.
We are always looking for people to give new ideas and to help plan
the activities. Please attend our meetings and/or contact Doug and
Berla Zeck .

Grief Support: Loving each other in really tough times

Submitted by Gloria Toole

Yesterday I glanced at the information rack near the exit. There, I noticed a grief support brochure. It’s the hospital
program and yes, it’s good. But do you know that we provide a very special program right at Christ Moravian?
Some members of our church have already found kindness, information and a chance to really be heard and to cry as
tears arise. Our grief support group has offered that space and time in total confidence. Those who have participated
have really appreciated coming to a familiar, sacred and safe place (the Fireside Room on a very quiet morning),
bringing God more closely into the process, and finding deep friendships. While the first group who met completed
the formal program in early January, they’ve chosen to meet once a month just to check-in and to celebrate progress
or to share those “surprise” grief attacks. When we lose someone close, it takes way more time than society generally
expects. Even our closest friends and family want to see a happy face and sense a heart that is free of grief way before
we might be able to do that easily.
You may know of someone who could use that support. Our first group will tell you how important it has been to hear
each other’s stories and know they’re not alone. Doug Zeck and Gloria Toole are very willing and capable in facilitating
the healing process in a small group (ideally only three to four) or one-to-one. Doug was trained by Bob Glasgow and
acted as a facilitator in the grief support program through Alberta Health Services for 5 years. Gloria holds a
certificate in Spiritual Direction which included grief support training and now regularly offers spiritual guidance at the
FCJ Centre in central Calgary. Both Doug and Gloria are elders in our church.
Want to learn more? See or call Doug or Gloria.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD NEWS
Have you ever wondered what happens at a Christ Moravian Church Board Meeting?
Neither did I - until I accepted a two year position on the Board. My lack of experience in this new role began with
prayer, much trepidation and perhaps an iota of excitement. Having been a member of CMC for 48-49 years,
beginning with Lou Thomas as pastor, it was definitely time for a new approach to serve my church.
Worry was for naught. Each meeting begins with a devotional reading and ends with prayers led by Pastor Steve.
Everyone is most generous sharing their knowledge and information and therefore I began to relax. I subsequently
came to enjoy our monthly meetings and gained a vast array of info regarding our beloved place of worship.
As David Bennett mentioned in the previous newsletter, the board has five main committees, Congregational
Nurture, Mission & Outreach, Finance, Church Operations and Spiritual Programs. These committees serve different
roles and purposes in the operation of the church, and there is something of interest for everyone.
A sample of the things we have accomplished during my term are:
• Overseeing funds allocated to the Fort McMurray fires
• Finding ways and means to assist Acadia Place
• Purchasing a new defibrillator along with a video of instruction and
training
• Updating and condensing our Board Terms of Reference
• Planning a celebration for Canada's 150!
• Paving the remainder of the the parking lot
• Rebuilding the front steps
• New picture directory

Join Your Church Board:
Working together to build a
strong faith community.

And we currently are working on an Emergency response/evacuation plan.
By the way, did you know we are officially called Christ Moravian Community Church? Me neither!
Our next Church Council will be held after service on May 6, 2018. At this time new Board nominees will be brought
forward. Consider volunteering to serve on our Church Board. You will not regret it.
Oh. I almost forgot to mention: Sometimes we have CAKE
Biblical Corner: 2 Corinthians v 12
"If you are eager to give, God will accept your gift on the basis of what you have to give, not on what you don't have."
Yours in Christ,
Arlene Kawchuck
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Click on Passage

SCRIPTURE AND WORSHIP

to Read Scripture
May 6
Acts 10:44-48
Psalm 98
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17
May 13
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19
May 20
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:22-27
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
May 27
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17
June 3
Deuteronomy 5:12-15
Psalm 81:1-10
2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Mark 2:23-3:6
June 10
Genesis 3:8-15
Psalm 130
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 3:20-35
June 17
Ezekiel 17:22-24
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
2 Corinthians 5:6-10,
(11-13), 14-17
Mark 4:26-34
June 24
Job 38:1-11
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41
July 1
Lamentations 3:22-33
Psalm 30
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43

WORSHIP THEMES AND HIGHLIGHTS
May 6

Worship Theme: A New Song of Love
Holy Communion; Special Music with Marty Antonini

May 13

Mother’s Day/Christian Family Sunday
Special Music with Linda Jablonski & the Pratt Family

May 20

Creation Sunday (First Long Weekend of the Summer)
Special Music with Marty Antonini

May 27

Trinity Sunday Worship Theme: Born of the Spirit
Birthday Sunday Sp. Music with Indranie Perera & Kathy Pepers

June 3

2nd Sunday after Pentecost: Christ Gathers and Christ Heals
(Garage Sale Wind-up) Holy Communion

June 10

3rd Sunday after Pentecost: Christ’s Power of Love
(Candles of Prayer are Lit)

June 17

4th Sunday after Pentecost: Christ Plants Seeds of Faith

June 24

5th Sunday after Pentecost with Guest Speaker: Rev. Bob Glasgow
Birthday Sunday

July 1

6th Sunday after Pentecost with Guest Speaker: Rev. Michael Ward

July 8

Stampede Sunday with Marty Antonini and 7th Heaven
Scripture, Songs and Music for the Soul

Moravian Musical Heritage
Hymn singing as an expression of our faith is an important part
of Moravian worship. Moravians have a deep and rich history of
music, having published the first Protestant hymnal in the year
1501. During the Moravian revival period in the 18th century,
Count Zinzendorf actively promoted the spiritual power of hymn singing and writing.
Many Moravian clergy and lay people of this time were trained in music by the same
composers who influenced the best-known and loved European composers, and many
of the hymns they wrote are still in use today. The Moravian Music Foundation (MMF)
archives contain over 10,000 manuscripts and early imprints by both Moravian and nonMoravian composers.
As Moravian settlements and mission areas evolved around the world, music continued
as a vital part of the worship and community. Thumbprints in Seal Oil is a CBC radio
documentary describing the 250 year old tradition of Moravian Music in Labrador.
http://www.cbc.ca/listen/shows/atlantic-voice/episode/15532542
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MORAVIAN MISSION OPPORTUNITY

Join a Canadian Moravian Mission Team
Hurricane Restoration in Port Arthur, Texas
Good Shepherd Moravian Church in Port Arthur, Texas and numerous members of the congregation, sustained
significant flooding damage during Hurricane Harvey in 2017. Several teams of Moravians have travelled to Port Arthur
to help with the cleanup and restoration of the church building as well as the homes of congregation members, but
there is still more work to be done.
The congregation at Good Shepherd is mostly made up indigenous Miskitu peoples from Nicaragua. After
immigrating to Texas, their church experience in Nicaragua inspired them to build a Moravian congregation in Port
Arthur. They later joined the Unity of the Brethren in Texas, a partner of the Moravian Church in North America.

The Canadian Moravian Mission Society is looking to build a team of Canadians interested in travelling to Port Arthur to
continue restoration work. The date and duration of this trip will be determined by the availability of those who are
interested in participating.
Participants will cover the cost of their own transportation to Houston, around $500. Volunteers from Texas will
transport the team for the 90-minute drive to Port Arthur. Food will be provided by the local congregation and
volunteers will be housed at the church or in the Board of World Mission motor home. Volunteers may apply to the
Canadian Moravian Mission Society for a small subsidy to help recover some of the costs.
If you are interested in joining this mission team or have further questions, please speak with Donna Gordon or Pat
Wollf by May 10th.

Opportunities to join a mission team heading to the East West Indies will be forthcoming soon.
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YOUTH NEWS

Sunday School – Stepping it up!

Submitted by Gloria Toole

For as long as I can remember we have ended our Sunday School
classes near the end of June. Not this year! We plan to include the
kids in our Stampede worship days and we will carry on with classes
through most of the summer, taking a break mid-August and
beginning again after Kick-off Sunday. We are able to do this because
we have added two new adults, three young adults, and our older
Sunday school members to the volunteer roster! AND of course, our
stalwarts have continued. Please reach out to thank all of them and if
you have noticed something special about what they have done, tell
them. These people are a wonderful and flexible team who live, “and
in all things, love”.
We’ve had the excitement and happy challenge of meeting the
needs of a very wide range of Sunday School attenders: 2 – 15 years
old! Our oldest Sunday School members have helped us innovate for
our littlest members whose attention span and skills make it difficult to stay focused even when our teachers
have adapted materials and adjusted the program to include everyone. Thanks to a very generous donation, we
will be able to purchase not only our regular Fusion program for ages 5 to 12 for 2018-19, but also buy a
program for the tiny ones, ages 3-5. Thanks secret donor! You’ve made a difference.
At our last Elders meeting, it was decided to include everyone on
“special” Sundays, such as Stampede Sunday. New little ones often
attend at these times and they may be nervous about leaving their
parents to go to Sunday School with strangers. In addition, regular
attenders usually don’t want to miss out on the wonderful happenings in
the sanctuary on these days. Should a parent or guardian feel that their
child needs a break, we will have simple activities available in the
Fireside Room. That way the child and their adult can leave the
sanctuary yet remain a part of what’s happening. Apparently, there’s
research that says that children who are included in the adult service are
more likely to continue attending as they get older. I guess “church”
feels comfortable and they feel they belong.
Thanks to all of you for making our children and their grown-ups feel
welcome. Our laughter, acceptance and encouragement are
nourishing!
Are you able to help out with the little ones? It generally means 4-6 times a year, but we will even take one
Sunday, if you’re offering. Materials and supplies will be available. Please see or call Gloria Toole for more
information.
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