
Christ Moravian Church 
Pastoral Letter 

for the 
Weekend of July 5th, 2020 

  
  
Moravian Watchword for Sunday, July 5th, 2020 :   
“The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.”  Psalm 145:8 
  
As I read the faithful and thoughtful reflection found in this Psalm, a part of me wants to meet that 
Psalmist.  Get to know what is going on in their life.   What would lead them to express a description of 
God, or the experience they’ve known with God, in this way.  
 
We may pause in our day in these summer months going forward to reflect on the way we would 
describe the nature of the God we encounter.  In what ways has mercy and graciousness been our 
experience?   Is there a moment when we may expect God’s anger, and what we actually experience is 
understanding, grace, steadfast love?   
  
As our church community experienced the death of a dear member last week, we pray for God’s 
gracious, merciful, and steadfast love be with the Brian Pemberton family.  Do keep Jill and the family 
in your prayers throughout these days and weeks ahead as they experience this sudden loss in their 
lives.   
  
With regard to the Funeral Service for Brian Pemberton, the family will plan another service at a later, 
safer date.   We all recognize that having a sense of closure and blessing for the family at this date is 
important as well.  Please know that a gift to the Christ Moravian Church Memorial Fund is a lovely 
way to remember Brian as these funds assist in special Memorial Projects at CMC. 
 
As we all would realize this would traditionally be the week of the Calgary Stampede, with all of its 
yahooing, “pancake-eatin’, bronc ridin’ fun!   The Sunday Service which Steve Blackwell will make 
available on Saturday includes our traditional Stampede Service with a bit of Canada Day emphasis as 
well.  Big thanks to Marty Antonini and everyone who helped out making this Stampede Service so 
special.  Plan to get your boots, hats and chaps on as you watch on Sunday morning! 
  
The usual attachments are added onto this email message.   A reminder that the Men’s Breakfast Group 
will connect at 8:30 am on Saturday July 4th; the CMC Bible Buddies Group will convene at 9:00 am 
on Sunday July 5th. If you are reading this on the church website, contact the office for links to these 
Zoom meetings.  
  
Should pastoral issues or prayer concerns develop, please let me know with a phone message or email. 
  
With a Yahoo and a Yodel, 
 

Stampede Steve 
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Genesis 24:1-67 
 

 
 

 
 

Christ Moravian Church 
Calgary, Alberta 

 

 

 

 
A Bride for Isaac 
Genesis 24:1-67 
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Children’s Worship Bulletin 



 
 

Each number represents a letter of the alphabet.  Substitute 
correct letter for the numbers to reveal the coded words. 

 

 
 

 
Isaac and Rebekah 
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Quick Picks: Activities for Kids and Stretched Parents 

 July 4 – July 10, 2020 

BITS and PIECES 

 

As our son was growing up, we stashed interesting packaging, containers, paper rolls… in the 
drawer beneath his bunk. These materials – along with a lot of glue and duct and masking tape 
-- inspired endless props, imaginative characters, and crafts. Many of this week’s activities 
integrate the materials we so often recycle or throw out. Some will need simple toys and objects 
that are likely in your home or garden. Consider documenting the results through pictures and 
videos; then, share them with others 

I have tried to include a few more activities for very young children this week. Some of you have 
been hoping for them.  

Float a boat or an ark : (just add toy animals) 2-13:   If you have been using the suggestions 
offered in the past few months, you may have already created a boat out of recyclables. These 
links suggest a few other ways to float a boat. This activity is simple enough for wee ones 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxH8KUZd1gY  , but here’s one that’s more challenging and 
interesting for older kids: https://www.feelgoodteaching.com/2017/05/stem-challenge-boat-
building.html If our weather continues to be as wet as it has been, you could try sailing these 
down the sidewalk gutters on a quiet street.  

Shoe boxes aren’t just for shoes: 2-7   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X82bXsNF8Rw  

Create a shoebox train, a barn, and even a hair salon. Although other boxes might be used, 
shoeboxes come in consistent sizes and the usually have a lid. Call a shoe store or shoe 
department to see if they’ll save some for you. 

Make and Play Your Own Musical Instruments : 3-11 
https://www.cbc.ca/parents/play/view/activity_musical_instruments If you have several children in 
the household, extend this activity by encouraging them to listen to a favorite piece of band 
music and then ask them to recreate its sound.  

Dance and “Make some Noise:” 3 - 11 Here’s a dance readalong that can inspire some 
“ordered” noise and movement or just plain fun: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzgmPaQp7cc 

Puppets from Recyclables: 3-9: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_SV_4N6d1Wc  These puppets 
are made from paper tubes, egg crates, and paper plates.  Kids love to enact puppet fights as 
their first go to “script”.  How about staging a favourite books or story, instead? Even better, 
have them create one.  



Use puppets to problem solve: 4-9; prop and stage construction, 7-11: Puppets are sometimes 
used to resolve a conflict. Here are some guidelines on how to do it: 
https://susanfitzell.com/puppet-shows-for-peace/  and http://www.momentsaday.com/practicing-
conflict-resolution-through-puppetry/  I wonder if the outcome would be  different if your child 
took the part of a friend’s or sibling’s puppet? 

Imagine through natural objects 2-11 We are all probably hoping that our families can get 
outside this week. Here are some suggestions that might help us notice and interact with 
natural objects. https://www.calacademy.org/educators/lesson-plans/nature-play-create-with-nature 

Play with water and sound: 2-adult techno We have a small pond in our yard with a spitting 
fountain. We love to hear the sound of running water as we sit beside it. This requires us to 
“tune” the water and rocks as water levels, pump pressure… change.   Here’s some guidance  in 
doing that: https://www.meetup.com/GenevaPond/messages/boards/thread/856467.  

Children can explore other “sound” ideas: https://www.fantasticfunandlearning.com/make-your-
own-rock-band.html  

And if there’s an adult in the house that loves sound and experimentation, here’s a real thriller! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uENITui5_jU It’s possible to make water go uphill.  

Create a Rube Goldberg Machine:   2-adult   

First, just be gobsmacked by this version https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VODC7nFrYs  and 
then start thinking much more simply. We gathered materials for a camp a few years ago and 
set up several teams whose goal was to “prove their invention works.” The activity filled an 
entire morning and part of the afternoon.  

For a toddler, Rube Goldberg machine might just be a slinky toy  descending a stairway or 
maybe a ramp (consider an eggcrate top or an open cereal box) that will lead a ball to strike a 
toy at the bottom. A slightly older child might try to change the angle of the ramp so that the 
ball lands in a spoon. Try different spoon sizes and shapes. Let imaginations go crazy! Here’s a 
great site to guide and inspire you: https://tinkerlab.com/engineering-kids-rube-goldberg-machine/ 

Involve other households and share online.  

   

 


