
Christ Moravian Church 
Pastoral Letter for the Weekend of July 12, 2020 

Sunday Worship Focus:  Unexpected Surprises of Faith - Surprising Buds and Blossoms of Growth 
  

2020 will truly be recalled into the distant future, as a year of surprises.   Surely as many of these surprises have 
unfolded, we’ve discovered insights and new understandings of all sorts.   These next Sundays of worship will 
help “unpack and uncover” faith found in surprises of life.   This first one will speak to the surprises found in 
seeds that grow.   Two parables offered by Jesus found in Matthew 13 will lead us to those discoveries.  God 
planting seed on hard paths, rocky soil, weedy underbrush, and of course fertile soil and in all of this God seems 
to suggest that there is a miraculous plan.  And that second parable that relays the story of a farmer planting pure 
seed in the field, and finding weeds planted by the “enemy”.  Then the farmer is led to patient waiting for the crop 
to ripen, and at that point the grain will be separated from the weeds.  As will be highlighted in the worship video, 
our lives of faith unfold with the discovery of God’s love and grace and power displayed in “ripened harvest” 
found in the gifts of our fruits shared with our world. 
  
Sunday’s New Testament Watchword nicely highlights a part of our unexpected surprises of faith saying:  “By 
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.”  Ephesians 2:8 
  
I wanted to share a word of special thanks for all who took part in last Sunday’s “Stampede Worship 
Service”.  There is such an amazing team of worship friends that are so willing to pitch in.   Many of us noted the 
wonderful music of the service, so we truly thank Marty Antonini and those other song leaders involved.   I can 
note that our upcoming worship videos will continue to have lots of congregational involvement.   Many thanks to 
all who offer their gifts and support. 
  
WANTED…PHOTOS OF OUR CHILDREN AND YOUNG FOLKS…On Sunday, August 23 the worship 
theme will be Unexpected Surprises of Hope, and the Fellowship of Elders helped to highlight that the children 
of our lives are such a visible source of hope.   We are planning to have a banner prepared displaying all the 
pictures of our children, so please get individual photos of the children and young folks of the church family 
(along with correct spelling of names) and forward them digitally to Donna Gordon dlgordon@shaw.ca , or a hard 
copy can be brought into the church office.  Let’s have these forwarded by August 8 so the banner can be 
prepared in time for the service.   Thanks so much. 
  
WOMEN’S GROUP LAWN VISIT JULY 22, 1:00PM   
The Executive Board is moving forward to slowly and safely begin holding some special fellowship 
gatherings.  The first one to be offered is for the women of CMC.   We are limiting it to the FIRST 15.  Women 
will be asked to bring their own lawn chair and beverage and snack.  I will prepare a devotional and a topic for 
shared conversation as we meet safely on the lawn.  Please phone the church office and leave a message to reserve 
your spot, or email me at sgohdes@shaw.ca 
  
A special attachment from Rev. Dr. Betsy Miller, President of the PEC invites folks to join a zoom conversation 
on issues of social justice.   Please check out that attachment and get connected with the wider Moravian Church 
to take part in these important conversations. 
  
There is an attachment for the Bible Buddies Sunday Study Group, and the zoom link has been refreshed.   Please 
take note of that change.   
 
Please see the notice from Rev. James Lavoy on an upcoming Family Camp. 
  
The regular attachments are included in this letter.   Please check out those pertaining to you. 
  
Summer Blessings, 
Pastor Gohdes 
 



Worship & Event Links for July 12th, 2020 
  
Topic: CMC Bible Buddies 
CMC is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Here is the new Zoom link starting July 12th: 
 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. 
Weekly: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZUpdumgpjIjG9JKqHE5tej39mNFubKHPKWE/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGpqjoq
EtycuRiBRpwcBoj4c_zxiFhEjfp3tw7NJnVHZwmlb-9sFKd9O_Dg 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81410889916?pwd=TjZxNGZIYmhHYTNKbmIrQUV3VVQ3UT09 
 

Meeting ID: 814 1088 9916 
Password: 290418 
 

One tap mobile 
+15873281099,,81410889916# Canada 

 

********************************************** 
Links to Online Worship: 
Christ Moravian  https://www.christmoravian.com 
Good Shepherd  https://www.goodshepherdmoravian.org 
Rio Terrace    https://www.rioterracechurch.org/live 
Moravian Church Northern Province  Check https://www.moravian.org  

for details of events happening within the wider Moravian Church  
 

********************************************** 
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:13:01 PM 
Subject: Last Chance - Road to Racial Justice - and more 
 I write with two reminders this afternoon.  
 First from Sr. Amy Gohdes-Luhman regarding the upcoming Workshop on Racial Justice: 
  

Just a last blast invite to those interested in the Road To Racial Justice Training NEXT WEEK.  It is Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday. 11 am to 1:30 pm ET/ 10 am to 12:30 pm. Invite any interested friends and 
neighbors. This event is open to everyone – lay and clergy. There are still spaces available. Registration closes 
Sunday evening. Because this workshop is interactive, it will not be recorded.  If you have questions please feel 
free to contact me at pastoramy@waconiamoravian.org.  Here is the registration link: 
https://bit.ly/RoadToRacialJustice. Registration is free, but required.  
  

There is still space on the second Racial Justice workshop – Race: The Power of An Illusion, offered July 14, 21, 
and 28 from 7-8 pm ET/ 6-7 pm CT. The Zoom link for that is 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84214801531?pwd=VDRUaGxjbWtZKzdpN2ZjL2pKSllVZz09 
Meeting ID: 842 1480 1531 Password: 223042 
  

Grace and peace, 
The Rev. Dr. Betsy Miller 
President, Moravian Church Northern Province 1021 Center St., Bethlehem, PA 18018 
betsy@mcnp.org 
O 610.865.3137 
C 920.723.4648  
Equipping People and Congregations to be agents of God’s transforming love in the world. 
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Genesis 25:19-34 
 

 
 

 
 

Christ Moravian Church 
Calgary, Alberta 

 

 

 
Esau Sells His Birthright to Jacob 

Genesis 25:19-34 
 

Copyright © CalvaryCurriculum.com 
Used by Permission 

 

Children’s Worship Bulletin 



 
 

Each number represents a letter of the alphabet.  Substitute 
correct letter for the numbers to reveal the coded words. 

 

 
 

 
A birthright for a bow of stew! 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Copyright © Sermons4Kids, Inc. 
May be reproduced for Ministry Use 



Quick Picks: Activities for Kids and Stretched Parents 

 July 4 – July 10, 2020 

BITS and PIECES 

 

As our son was growing up, we stashed interesting packaging, containers, paper rolls… in the 
drawer beneath his bunk. These materials – along with a lot of glue and duct and masking tape 
-- inspired endless props, imaginative characters, and crafts. Many of this week’s activities 
integrate the materials we so often recycle or throw out. Some will need simple toys and objects 
that are likely in your home or garden. Consider documenting the results through pictures and 
videos; then, share them with others 

I have tried to include a few more activities for very young children this week. Some of you have 
been hoping for them.  

Float a boat or an ark : (just add toy animals) 2-13:   If you have been using the suggestions 
offered in the past few months, you may have already created a boat out of recyclables. These 
links suggest a few other ways to float a boat. This activity is simple enough for wee ones 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxH8KUZd1gY  , but here’s one that’s more challenging and 
interesting for older kids: https://www.feelgoodteaching.com/2017/05/stem-challenge-boat-
building.html If our weather continues to be as wet as it has been, you could try sailing these 
down the sidewalk gutters on a quiet street.  

Shoe boxes aren’t just for shoes: 2-7   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X82bXsNF8Rw  

Create a shoebox train, a barn, and even a hair salon. Although other boxes might be used, 
shoeboxes come in consistent sizes and the usually have a lid. Call a shoe store or shoe 
department to see if they’ll save some for you. 

Make and Play Your Own Musical Instruments : 3-11 
https://www.cbc.ca/parents/play/view/activity_musical_instruments If you have several children in 
the household, extend this activity by encouraging them to listen to a favorite piece of band 
music and then ask them to recreate its sound.  

Dance and “Make some Noise:” 3 - 11 Here’s a dance readalong that can inspire some 
“ordered” noise and movement or just plain fun: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzgmPaQp7cc 

Puppets from Recyclables: 3-9: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_SV_4N6d1Wc  These puppets 
are made from paper tubes, egg crates, and paper plates.  Kids love to enact puppet fights as 
their first go to “script”.  How about staging a favourite books or story, instead? Even better, 
have them create one.  



Use puppets to problem solve: 4-9; prop and stage construction, 7-11: Puppets are sometimes 
used to resolve a conflict. Here are some guidelines on how to do it: 
https://susanfitzell.com/puppet-shows-for-peace/  and http://www.momentsaday.com/practicing-
conflict-resolution-through-puppetry/  I wonder if the outcome would be  different if your child 
took the part of a friend’s or sibling’s puppet? 

Imagine through natural objects 2-11 We are all probably hoping that our families can get 
outside this week. Here are some suggestions that might help us notice and interact with 
natural objects. https://www.calacademy.org/educators/lesson-plans/nature-play-create-with-nature 

Play with water and sound: 2-adult techno We have a small pond in our yard with a spitting 
fountain. We love to hear the sound of running water as we sit beside it. This requires us to 
“tune” the water and rocks as water levels, pump pressure… change.   Here’s some guidance  in 
doing that: https://www.meetup.com/GenevaPond/messages/boards/thread/856467.  

Children can explore other “sound” ideas: https://www.fantasticfunandlearning.com/make-your-
own-rock-band.html  

And if there’s an adult in the house that loves sound and experimentation, here’s a real thriller! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uENITui5_jU It’s possible to make water go uphill.  

Create a Rube Goldberg Machine:   2-adult   

First, just be gobsmacked by this version https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VODC7nFrYs  and 
then start thinking much more simply. We gathered materials for a camp a few years ago and 
set up several teams whose goal was to “prove their invention works.” The activity filled an 
entire morning and part of the afternoon.  

For a toddler, Rube Goldberg machine might just be a slinky toy  descending a stairway or 
maybe a ramp (consider an eggcrate top or an open cereal box) that will lead a ball to strike a 
toy at the bottom. A slightly older child might try to change the angle of the ramp so that the 
ball lands in a spoon. Try different spoon sizes and shapes. Let imaginations go crazy! Here’s a 
great site to guide and inspire you: https://tinkerlab.com/engineering-kids-rube-goldberg-machine/ 

Involve other households and share online.  

   

 



From: James Lavoy  
Sent: Friday, July 10, 2020 10:50 AM 
Subject: Registration for Family Camp 
  
Dear friends: 
 
Thank you for your hard work in publicizing the upcoming Family Camp, scheduled for July 24-26. The 
actual registration link is now finalized:   
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/familycohort-camp-tickets-113117928770 
  
I will work to get this on the Van Es website and facebook ASAP, but I ask that you circulate this link in 
your regular communications and to interested families/cohorts. 
  
A detailed schedule and "how this works" is listed on the event description at the link above. 
  
We are taking physical distancing measures and public health guidelines very seriously. To this end, 
there is a limited amount of people we can accommodate, so we ask that you encourage people to sign 
up sooner rather than later. Registration will close on Monday, July 20, at 11:30 pm. 
  
This is a fundraiser for our Chapel/Retreat House renovation capital campaign. Registrants are asked to 
make a donation to this fund in lieu of any set fees. Donations amounts over $50 are eligible to receive a 
tax-receipt (minus $50).  
  
There will be an outdoor worship service on Sunday at 11 am. If members of your congregation would 
like to attend, we welcome it. However, we will be limiting attendance to 100 people. (I am working on 
finding a way to stream it over youtube as well.) 
  
Please have them complete this form: https://forms.gle/3H77HrwUWTt5d4oj9 
  
If you have any questions or ideas, please do e-mail me! 
  
James 
jlavoy@gmail.com 
 
 Rev. James Lavoy   He/Him   
Rio Terrace Church (Moravian) | pastor 
  & Van Es Camp | executive director 
                                      Edmonton, AB 
 


