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Worship With Us Contact Us
Sunday Worship 9:00 am & Rockton United Methodist Church
102 West Chapel Street
Children’s Sunday School 9:15 PO Box 293

Rockton, IL 61072

Enjoy fellowship between services at 10:00 am
with coffee and treats! Office Phone: 815-624-7591

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-12; Fri 8-11
Email: info@rocktonumc.org

Pastor Megan Smick
Cell phone: 815-742-7952

Visit Our Website Email: megansmick1@gmail.com

www.rocktonumc.org

Mission Statement

Grow FAITH in Jesus Christ.
Share LOVE with others.
Give SERVICE to our neighbors.




Message from the Pastor

“Follow the Light”

About 16 years ago, | was a miserable person in many ways. | was unhappy in my career. | had en-
tered psychology with the hope of helping people. Now, my job was more and more about billable hours—
how much profit | could wring out of people for the sake of my employer. It was a lot of pressure, and diffi-
cult to succeed at being simultaneously a good producer, caregiver and leader on multiple fronts. Things |
enjoyed about my job had to be sacrificed to the gods of profit.

| didn’t realize it right away, but my pain was a burning bush, shedding light on a path of service to
God. | thought | was to serve in Christian education, but when the opportunity arose to pastor two small con-
gregations south of Rockford, | leaped at it. It wasn’t long before | understood this had been my calling all
along. | learned much in the 10 years | was in those churches. By the time | was called to serve in Rockton, |
was ready for the next challenge. | have firmly believed this is where I’'m called by God to be. The evidence is
in the fruits of our ministry here together.

But it is part of God’s calling that that calling changes over the course of our lives. As | was called to
New Milford and Davis Junction, as | was called to Rockton, now I’'m being called to Oregon, lllinois.

This took me completely by surprise. | went to Annual Conference this year confident in my place at
Rockton. When Rev. Young-Mee Park, District Superintendent of the DeKalb District, told me she wanted to
talk with me, | casually wondered what it was about, never guessing what she had in mind. This was rather
naive, but that’s how secure | felt!

When | did meet with her that Sunday evening, and she said, “I want to offer you an appointment,
was completely shocked. She kept talking, but I’'m not sure what she said for the next few minutes as my
brain frantically tried to process her first sentence. After the shock, my next reaction was to dig my heels in.
“No way!” I thought. “You have got to be wrong! My call is at Rockton.” As Rev. Park continued to speak,
though, some of her reasoning began to get through. | began to hear the inklings of God’s voice.

The appointment process in the United Methodist Church is like no other. Instead of churches hiring
a pastor, one is appointed to them. It’s said that we don’t serve a call but are called to serve. In January, as
some pastors let the Bishop and cabinet know they are going to retire, as other pastors ask to be moved, and
as some churches ask for a new pastor, vacancies are identified. As those vacancies are filled, new vacancies
are created, causing a domino effect of vacancies and filling them. Usually, this all winds down before Annual
Conference, but sometimes it continues.

The Bishop and cabinet take the appointment process very seriously. Each vacancy is prayed over.
Several candidates’ names are suggested for it, and each one is prayed for. There is holy conferencing, as the
strengths and needs of the congregation and the pastors are carefully considered. And more prayer happens
as the list is whittled down to the pastor that the Bishop and cabinet hear God speaking most clearly for. In
this case, it came down to Oregon United Methodist Church and me. Right now, the Bishop and cabinet are
going through this same process with Rockton UMC as the focus. | find it incredibly humbling to be a part of
a method involving the prayer, call, spiritual gifts and discernment of a whole host of God’s people.

Being called to service by God is one of the most amazing, joyful, frightening, and unsettling things |
can imagine. It has disrupted my life on multiple occasions, required that | do things | didn’t think | could do
and didn’t want to do. It has asked me to go places | never imagined, and do and be far more than | ever
thought | would. But it’s also been the fertile ground of every good thing I’ve ever participated in in the name
of Jesus.
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Message from the Pastor

(continued)

It’s times like this that | appreciate Abraham and Sarah. Here is their story from Genesis 12: 1-5:

The LORD said to Abram, “Leave your land, your family, and your father’s household for the land
that | will show you. | will make of you a great nation and will bless you. | will make your name re-
spected, and you will be a blessing.

| will bless those who bless you,
those who curse you | will curse;
all the families of the earth
will be blessed because of you.”

Abram left just as the LORD told him, and Lot went with him. Now Abram was 75 years old when he
left Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all of their possessions, and those who be-
came members of their household in Haran; and they set out for the land of Canaan.

Can you imagine what this was like for Abraham and Sarah? They were called by God to leave eve-
ryone and everything they were familiar with behind, for a journey with no known destination or conclu-
sion. Scripture doesn’t give us much of a clue about their feelings, but | kind of think they would have re-
acted like me: “No way! You’ve got to be wrong!” But, ultimately their “yes” made history, and a future of
hope for the world.

A few things to take away from their story. We learn that a call from God is uncomfortable, which
has to do with the fact that it’s risky and full of unknowns. There are some thrill seekers who enjoy risk, but
most of us don’t. We don’t like the thought of potentially losing what we’ve worked for, what we’re com-
fortable with, what we value. Turning these things over to God rather than clinging to them is incredibly
difficult. And we don’t like the unknown. We want to know where we will live, how we will pay our bills,
where our next meal is coming from. We want our present and our future to be under our control. Follow-
ing a call, on the other hand, is about handing our lives over to God’s control. Let’s just admit that we hate
that!

But, following God’s call is where the blessing is. Abraham and Sarah were childless, an awful fate
to people of Biblical times. By following God’s call, they were promised that God would make their name
respected, that they would have a son and parent an entire nation. And God’s promise came true.

What blessing comes from our call? Because of my life as a pastor, | have been more abundantly
blessed than | can even communicate. The love, generosity and grace that have come to me because of
you is so great it is unmeasurable! There are so many wonderful and amazing ways the love of God has
come to be because of this call to ministry that there are no words for it. I’'m convinced that the joy, peace
and comfort of God’s kingdom is most available to us when we are following his call to bring that kingdom
forth with our service.

God made another important promise to Abraham and Sarah. He said that he would bless them,
and that they would be a blessing. God was the parent of Abraham and Sarah, and they were the parents
of a great nation. We can be the parents of God’s kingdom to our neighbors when we are faithful to our
calls. We experience a blessing and become a blessing to others when we are obedient to God.

(continued)




Message from the Pastor

(continued)

It all begins when we say, “Yes.” For me, that “yes” began about 3 AM on Monday morning after |
had spoken to Rev. Park. | had a very restless night, thinking of all the things | would be losing, all the peo-
ple | would miss, all the ways my control was getting jerked away. | began to realize how comfortable | am
here. | love this church, this town, the parsonage. | love you, my congregation. It’s all like a big, wooly
blanket where | feel safe and secure.

Then the voice of God came to me in my own words, that | had repeated before: Good ministry
seldom comes out of a comfort zone. Read that line again and let it sink in. | thought of all the ways | had
served God in the past. AlImost none of them were comfortable at first. Preaching, leading worship, doing
the administration of the church, casting a vision, planning for and enacting service to God’s people—all
of it challenging, and all of it uncomfortable until I did it and found that God was holding me closely. Then
| knew | had to say “yes” to this call. | still had a few more arguments with God, but my heart knew my
resistance was futile.

And now you are being asked to say “yes” to a call as well, to leave a comfort zone for the risk and
unknowns of serving God. You’re being asked to welcome a new pastor, and to explore what great minis-
tries you will do together. Brothers and sisters, it’s hard! We just want things to stay the same, to make
us feel warm and cozy and safe. But good ministry is seldom done from a comfort zone. And good minis-
try, obedience to God'’s call in our lives and our church, is where the blessing is. And it’s where we be-
come a blessing to others.

There is a lot of change, risk and unknowns coming up for all of us. One thing comforts and leads
me forward. As it says in Psalm 119: 105:

Your word is a lamp before my feet
and a light for my journey.

If you have ever actually used a lamp to walk in darkness, you know that it doesn’t light very far in
front of you. By the illumination of a flame, you can really only see about two steps ahead. What’s out
there, beyond the circle of light, is unknown. We only discover it by continuing to walk. But we walk by
the light of God’s Word, with trust that he is with us, and hope that as he promises, he has planned a fu-
ture of good for us. I’'m saying “yes” to God’s call in my life, not really knowing what’s ahead, but trusting
in his Word of mercy and grace. I'm asking that you, too, say “yes” to whatever it is that God is calling you
to in the changes ahead. | know that by the grace of our good and loving God, you will be blessed, and
you will be a blessing.

Pastor Megan




You will notice that this Rocktonian is only for the month of July. As we prepare for

our next pastor, we will put out another Rocktonian the last part of July or the first
week in August.
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Sunday, July 15th
Immediately following our 9:00 service j
In the Fellowship Hall —

We will have the opportunity to bid Megan farewell and wish her well as she
leaves to serve a new congregation in Oregon, IL.

15 The Basin Street Boys (Teke Heinschel and Friends)
(A love offering will be taken)

22 The Good News Band (from the Roscoe UMC)

. . (Directed by Tom Vojtech)

Special Music Scheduled
For the Month of

JULY

29 Ryan Earl, Trombonist (member of Roscoe UMC)

Donations for Caritas

All during the month of June, our congregation participated in a fund raising program for
Caritas called 44 for 44 in 44 days. We accepted donations each Sunday to help build up the

cash resources that Caritas needs to support the programs they offer to our community. We
are proud to present a check from our congregation for $500! Thanks for your generous gifts
to this non-profit organization that aides so many in need.




CABINET

This cabinet has one shelf and two sliding
doors. It measures 48" wide x 18" deep x 29"
high and is in good condition. It is located
downstairs at church, in the hall outside the
kitchen. If you can use this, please take it!

Church Prayer Team

Our church Prayer Team will not be meeting at
the church during the summer months but will
continue to engage in prayer from home. Please
watch for meeting times on the fall calendars.

Let Us Pray For:

Charlie;  Pauline & Bob; Harlow:;
Melanie; Carol; Derek; Linda; Roy:
Helen; Kelsey; Sue; Jan; Carter;
Norma; Jim; Al; Loren; Linda;
Sandy; Jennifer; Leah; Judy:;

for the Wise family;
for a marriage in turmoil—that counseling

helps;
for a mother's health ;

There are many things
that get done for our
church and congregation
by members that expect
nothing in return for their
good deeds. Let us ex-
press our thanks to:

¢ The Trustees for all the repairs that need to

be done on a daily/weekly/monthly basis.

Cheryl Campbell for the beautiful baskets of
flowers she made and placed on the tables in
the Fellowship Hall.

Laura and Jared Janes for donating their time
to mow the grass at the church each week.

for someone that needs a working phone;
for students that are graduating;

for our veterans;

for those who have been flooded;

for those struggling with unemployment;
for those who are homeless;

for our church and its mission;

for our country & leaders.

(Prayer requests will appear for about 1 month
after submission. Feel free to submit them
again via the Response Sheet, or contact the
church office to add or remove names.)

For an urgent prayer request, call
Sharon Ruff to start the prayer chain:
(815-229-1932.)




Congregational
Care Team

The Congregational Care Team is alive The outdoor church service and potluck pic-
and well during the summer months.

Please call the church if you know of a ]
member who needs one of us to come and celled. It will be rescheduled at a later date

visit. It would be our pleasure. Happy July in the fall. (Church will be held at the usual 9:00
to all. time at the church that day.)

nic in the park on July 29th has been can-
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Below is the weekly schedule of food items we will be collecting for the local food pantry
next month. As you see things on sale in the next few weeks, we hope you will be aware
of items to purchase to help stock the shelves at the Old Stone Food Pantry.

Bring on August 5 » 2 Bring on August 12

Canned Meats Paper Products

(Tuna, Pink Salmon, Chicken, etc.) 4 (Paper towels, Toilet paper 2-ply,
Kleenex, Dinner napkins)

Bring on August 19 =A== Bring on August 26

Canned Meals ¢ Vlsod Dry Boxed Goods
(Chili, Stews, Soups, Chef Boyardee el

. i Cereal , Boxed Potatoes,
canned ravioli, spaghetti, etc.)

Boxed Jello
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o220 />>| 2018 Highway Project

Construction continues on the streets surrounding the church. The only access is from the Chapel Street
entrance to the parking lot. At Pastor Megan’s request, on Sunday morning, if you are an active person,
please park in the south parking area to allow those who aren’t as active to have the closer parking spots in
the west parking lot. The lift is available, although you won’t be able to park in front of it at this time.

Sisters in Christ

Sisters in Christ closed out our 2017-18 season with a campfire social at Phyllis DeGraff’s
home. We will begin next year’'s meetings in September but have voted to change the
monthly meeting dates to the first Tuesdays of the month. Please watch for those dates and
event topics to be announced in the fall. We hope you will plan to be with us!
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 Staff Parish/ Ad 3 4 5 6 7
; Council Meeting
Worship 9:00 am | _
Fusion 10:45 am f.‘so pm Church
ibrary
Trustees Meeting
7:00 pm
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Worship 9:00 am
Fusion 10:45 am
Vision Team
Meeting 6:30 pm
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Worship 9:00 am
Megan’s Farewell ) .
reception right Finance Meeting
after worship 7:00 pm Church
Library
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Worship 9:00 am
Ad Council 7:00 pm
Church Library
29 30 31
CHURCH PICNIC
CANCELLED
Worship 9:00 am
at the church
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