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THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE

by John McCrary

Our spring issue is a little late (we had hoped for
April), but a variety of personal circumstances made it
impossible to meet that deadline. We are still planning
on a summer issue (July) and a fall issue (September-
October). Our fall issue, by the way, will mark the 30th
anniversary of the SOCA’s publishing a magazine.

Our second annual State Scholastic Championship was
held on March 4. with 73 participants! Of course, Doug
Holmes receives the major credit for that success; the
tourney was orobably the l&rgest in S.C. history for non-
adult players.

The S.C. Open has just been held at the Tremont on
April 22-23. There were 50 entrants from around the
state and other states, including some new and returning
USCF members. One entrant, Milan Vojvodic, was from New
York State (he was visiting S.C. anyway). Don Lemaster
did his usual outstanding job as T.D. (assisted by this
writer), although Don’s brother had been just hospitalized
with a heart attack. There were 16 Class D-E players, a
healthy sign for the future growth of S.C. chess. Wayne
Williams was clear winner with 4.5 points, followed by
six runners-u p at 4 points each: Mickey Bush (2nd),
Bill Corbett (3rd), Doug Holmes (top A), Jack Berry,
Ronald Dennis, and Milan Vojvodic. Berry had a strong
endgame in the last round, but was forced to settle for
a draw after his last pawn was taken, leaving him with
a virtually impossible—to-win Q vs 2N’s ending. Top “H”
went to Charles Ammons on tiebreak over Robert Folts,
both with 3.5. Top “C” was Mark MoKinnon (3.0), and
top “D” went to Jomy D. Bishop (3.0). A second prize for
D-E was added due to the large number of entries in that
class, and was shared by five players: Carl Fossa, Hugh
Bridges, John Brown,. Jerry Burton, and Stan Lowery. Dean
Roesner, scholastic coach in Saluda, took top unrated in
his first USCF event.

The S.C. Postal Championship will not be started at -

this time due to insufficient entries. It should be adver-
tised again after the current championship, still in play,
is completed.

On the international scene, the ~ Associa-
tion (OMA) is in trouble, due to conflicts between Kasparov
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President’s Page (Continued)

and other ranking members; the outfit’s “money man”, Bessel
Kok, has resigned. As a historian, I do not feel that an
organization restricted solely to top players can thrive.
There is nothing in high-level chess skill to imply that
a person can show practical leadership or administrative
abIlity, as Kasparow clearly does not have. Remember that
the Professional Chessplayers’ Association of the late 1970’s
~lso folded.

(

CHESS PROBLEMS
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PRESENT-DAYNEW ORLEANS: A CHESS VISIT

by Kay McCrary

Instead of ending up as a “chess widow,” I have opted
for the role of “chess auxiliary member” for so long that
I have come to naturally share the enjoyment of my husband’s
avocation. Therefore, when I spent a week this October in
New Orleans making two presentations at the 40th Institute
of Hospital and Community Psychiatry, I was prepared to
savor the rich chess history of a premier site in the stimula-
tion and evolution of chess in America. John warned me that.
despite its heritage, today’s New Orleans is a chess back-
water, having produced only one well-known player and few
publicized chess activities.

I decided on a three-prong plan to discover the city’s
chess pleasures: (1) standard tours for tourists. (2) treks
to known chess sites, and (3) careful perusal of antiquarian
booksellers’ chess selections.

Tours, while certainly enjoyable, had little payoff
regarding chess. I took three tours: (1) a boat tour of
the harbor up to the site of the Battle of New Orleans--
no mention of chess; (2) a bus tour of New Orleans, during
which nothing was said about chess or Horphy, causing me
to finally question the tour guide; and (3) a horse-drawn
carriage tour of the French Quarter. where chess was twice
a routir. tour feature. Regarding the bus tour of the city.
when asKed, the guide remembered who ?4orphy was and that
he “used to know” where he was buried but that it wasn’t
safe to go there. Buses aren’t allowed in the French Quarter,
an area reminiscent of the restored Ansonborough section
of Charleston. Thus the carriage tour was the best of the
three, pointing out Jude Acers’ sidewalk chess at the Gazebo
restaurant and also Paul Morphy’s grandfather’s house, 1114
Chartres Street, behind the (Jrseline Convent just one block
farther into the French Quarter from the Gazebo. Ironically,
the guide failed to point out Morphy’s own family home at
417 Royal Street. now a famous restaurant. Brennan’s. It
is across from a large public building planned, when law
allows, to be turned into a casino.

Logically, the treks followed the tours. I viewed the
outside of 1114 Chartres Street because the tours stopped at
3 p.m. so I was too late to see the inside. With a “raised
basement” first floor and “embracing arms” sta±.rcase leading
to the main entrance on the second floor, it looked very much
like a house near the battery in Charleston. The metal marker
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New Orleans (Continued)

on the front of the house stated, “Le-Carpientier-
Beauregard House. Erected 1826 by Joseph Le Carpientier,
auctioneer (Grandfather of Paul Morphy, Uorld’s Chess
Champion). 1833 to John A. Merle. 1866 to General P,G.T.
Beauregard. 1942-1970 to author Francis Parkinson Keys.”
Keys, incidentally, wrote a historical romance about Paul
Morphy, called “The Cheasplayers.”

What a treat to go to Brennan’sI If I ever go to New
Orleans again, I will eat Brennan’s famous Sunday Brunch,
seated in Paul’s bedroom. I walked the upstairs porch over-
looking the beautiful enclosed courtyard garden and was
later told that Paul himself particularly liked doing that.
The house was quite interesting. Brennan’s staff was very
nice about letting me roam. From the ftont door, you enter
an entrance hall. About fifteen feet inside on the right
is a stairwell leading to the upstairs bedrooms. The house
is L-shaped with an enclosing wing on the right. The rear
of the house has rooms and balcony walkways over the lovely
courtyard. It was a spacious residence. Presently, the
upstairs is an area of dining rooms, painted light gray
with wine color accents, lots of green plants, and a fire-
place in each room. Downstairs rear is a bar and lounge
area. In the wall of the entrance hall is a historic
marker that states, “Banque de la Louisiane, built in
1795 by Vincent Rillieux (great Grandfather of the artist
Edgar Degas) who purchased the site a month after the great
fire of Dec. 8, 1794 had destroyed earlier buildings here
and more than 200 houses and stores. It was bought in 1805
to house the Banque de la Louisiane, the first bank estab-
lished after the Louisiana Purchase. Residence of the Alonzo
Morphy Family from 1841 to 1891. A son, Paul Morphy, (born
1837) who became world’s chess champion died here on July 10,
1884. Building given to Tulane University in 1920 by William
Rateliff Irby. Brennan’s Restaurant since 1955.”

The last chess trek was to see Jude Acers. He was
absorbed in a game, so I did not get to speak to him. He
looked the part of French Quarter inhabitant. He wore a
beret, leather knee boots, red turtleneck pullover shirt
with a layered look khaki outer shirt, Tourists gathered to
watch him play and then peeled off from the small group to
walk on. He played not in the Gazebo so much, as beside it
up on the sidewalk near passing traffic. The sign beside
his boards stated fees ($5 per game; I believe it was $100
for lessons) and sponsorship (himself and the Gazebo).
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New Orleans (Continued)

Being a lone woman from out of town, I was too prudent
to visit Paul Morphy’s Mausoleum in St. Louis Cemetery #1.
His grave is not far from the entrance there and is, I
understand, a standout, with chess figures and ornamentation.
The cemetery is next to public housing that replaced the
infamous Storyville red-light district . . . not a safe area.

Nor did I get to visit the Paul Morphy Chess Club,
which has a lot of memorabilia. It used to meet at a
French Quarter St. Anne’s Street address, but has recently
moved. Two Morphys are still members - Paul Morphy. a
lawyer, and his brother, an engineer, who is the stronger
player.

It looked doubtful that any Morphy treasures were left
with antiquarian booksellers. I got a roll of quarters and
called every one of the 13 rare book dealers listed in the
Yellow Pages, hoping to zero in on which would be most
likely to visit. Twelve of them told me that they didn’t
have any chess items, and the other one merely had his
answering machine taking messages. I gave up. Then J.
Raymond Samuel returned my call.

Mr. Samuel owns Paul Morphy’s gold-headed walking
cane, that Paul broke over his brother’s head. An enderly
cheseplayer, Mr. Samuel told me this is his treasure, not
for sale. I urged him to consider donating it to the U.S.
Chess Hall of Fame. Though Mr. Samuel no longer has any
rare chess editions for sale, he has a friend who is
elderly and in very poor health who is trying to sell his
hobby collected over his lifetime, 42 rare Morphy chessbooks
for $2500, 12 large framed photographs of Morphy for $2000,
and Morphy’s own chess cabinet for $10,000.

Of course we couldn’t begin to afford any of that,
but I was thrilled and optimistic nevertheless.

A $14 taxi ride later and I was spending one of the
handful of memorable evenings anyone could count on in any
lifetime. Mr. Cletus Flemming is uncannily similar to
John ?4cCrary in his devotion to chess, chess history, rare
chess books, and Paul Morphy--I felt right at home.

A glass-front book cabinet full of rare chess volumes
dominates the Flemming’s modest living room. One bedroom
has been converted into a museum with Morphy pictures
surrounding whoever enters, the last picture of Morphy
having been blown up to 5 foot-k Inch lifesize. The rare
books have many duplicates and a few triplicates, and fully
half are in German or French. He was willing to sell dup-
licates. John was telephoned and found the prices to be in
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New Orleans (Continued)

line with dealers’ prices. Th. grand exit to the Flemuing
household and to this account is Morphy’s chess oabine~.
beside the front door. It is an elegant piece of furniture
similar to a chest of drawers or narrow dresser. My recol.’
lection is that it is a dark red—brown wood? mirror On
top, and two levels for cufflink trays or brushes. The
wide top drawer area lifts open to display a lovely ivory
Staunton chess set with white and red pieces. The pieces
sit on graduated levels for display. The chest stands
about four feet tall and has probably three drawers in
addition to the space for the set. So New Orleans still
holds fascinating glimpses of past chess greatness.

PLAYERS LOuNGE SPEED TOURNAMENT - 3/4/89

10 GAMES

1. Alex Sadoweky
2. Marion Mahaffey 6-4
3. John Haymond 6-s.
4. Gary Sheets
5. Dan McCurdy 4-6
6. Mike Nichols 2—8

5 GAMES

1. Marion Mahaffey 5-0
2. Alex Sadowsky 4-1
3. Gary Sheets 4-1
4. John Haymond 2-3
5. Mike Nichols 2-3
6. Kevin Hunsicker 2-3
7. Dan McCurdy 2-3
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THE GHOST OF CHESS PAST

by John McCrary

In keeping with the USCF’s 50th anniversary, I would
like to offer some personal reminiscences regarding chess
development in the past 25 years. Now, I am not that old
(only 40), but I have been involved with organized chess
since I was a young teenager in 1963.

For example, Chess Life now is very different from
Chess Review (one of its predecessors) of the 1960’s.
Chess Review was a small magazine (about 10,000-12,000
subscribers), and it had a lot of space for the individual
player. Every postal chess game result was published in
Chess Review by its long-term postal editor, Jack Straley
Battell. The list of results would run something like
this: “Smith bonks Jones. Johnson overwhelms MeMillan.
Nixon halves Kennedy. Harlowe bests Daley,” etc. Eattell
used as many one-word synonyms for “defeat” as he could
think of. As the number of postalites increased, ultimately
the games could not be individually acknowledged; later,
even the names of section winners could no longer find
space. The price of growth! Once, around 1973, I sent
in a simple time complaint on a chronically late postal
opponent; Battell responded with a several- sage personal
reply! (Plenty of time for the individual.

Chess Review even routinely published brief accounts of
local and state tournaments. In spite of all that, there
was plenty of room for long articles covering all phases
of the game. (One of my favorite articles as a teenager
was one called “Chess in the Twelfth Century.”) There
was much easygoing humor in the magazine, with regular
cartoons. One of my favorite cartoons showed a man lying in
bed holding a big trophy and wearing a big grin. His wife
says, “And how would the club champion like his eggs?”

There were fewer books published then, so Chess Review
would give considerable advertising space, complete with
picture, to every new book; contrast that with the long tiny-
print lists in our current catalogs.

Club life was different in the 1960’s as well, Few
club members belonged to the USCF, and many if not most of
the club tourneys were not rated; typically only the state
championships gave ratings. Players generally had lower
ratings then; the perennial state champion of Georgia, Philip
Lamb, was only about 1900. Players over 2000 were virtually
unknown in the Southeast.
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Ghost of Chess Past (Continued)

The USCF in the 1960’s was only about one-fifth its
present size. Many players (including me) saw no reason
to join USCF, since there were few rated events; further-
more, one could subscribe to the privately-owned Chess
Review and have no need for the USCF’s Chess Life. Tourna-
i~rTirector certification was slow to come; the USCF
“encouraged” T.D.’s to become certified, but did not require
it. There were some strange pairings in those Swisses!

Things changed for good in the 1969’.73 period. First,
Chess Review was sold to the USCF and merged with Chess Life;
TTWT~ultait influx of Chess Review subscribers d~Th!~
the size of USCF. Then Fischer nearly tripled again the
size of USCF in 1972-73. Gone forever would be the day of
the individual player. Now only the larcest events were
reported, and even they take so much space that no room
is left for the general color of the game. The prolife-
ration of chess literature since Fischer days has made it
hard for even the best books to be noticed in the crowd of
mediocre ones. The sudden growth of chess professionalism
has perhaps contributed to a decline in chess ethics and
standards of chess journalism. The flood of chess informa-
tion has created the phenomenon of editor burnout: Chess
Life is just hiring its fifth editor in about a dccflrin
contrast, the long-term editors in the days of Horowitz,
Battell, Helms and flochberg had time to become almost
personal friends to their readers, Those were the days!

MAN VS MONSTER

Historians of the future will probably prize games
such as the following as examples of the early days of
computer chess. Bland patiently builds a K-side attack
in a largely closed position, then overwhelms the machine
in a dazzling series of sacrifices. (Bill won the Chess-
master 2000 by his excellent play against Seirawan in the
July 1988 simul.)

Bill Bland - Cheasmaster 2000

1. eA d5; 2. eS Nc6; 3. d4 e
6; 4. Ne2 Nee7; 5. Ng3 b6;

6. c3 Ng6; 7. Bd3 Be7; 8. 0-0 0-0; 9. Bel f6; 10. f4 Bb7;
11. Qg4 f5; 12. Qf3 ReSt 13. Nd2 Qd7; 14. h3 RabS; 15. Qf2
a6; 16. Ngfl Bh4; 17. g3 Be?; 18. Ne3 RaB; 19. Ndfl Ra7;
20. Nh2 Raa8; 21. Ng2 Rab8; 22. gh fxgk; 23. Nxg4 RfB;
24. h4 Qd8; 25. h5 Nh4; 26. Rfl Nxg2; 27. xg2 Qe8; 28.
Be2 RaB; 29. h6 g6; 30. Qh3 Qd7; 31. Bd3 3f7; 32. Bd2 Rb8;
33. Bel Rbf8; 34. Bh4 Bxh4; 35. Qxh4 Qe7; 36. Nf6 Kh8;
37. Rf2 a5; 38. Rafl Rg8; 39. Qg5 Rgf8; AZ. Khl Qd8; 41.
Rgl Qe7; 42. Rfg2 Qd8; 43. Bxg6 hxgb; 44. Qxg6 Qxg6;
45. exf6 Rd7; 46. Qg7Rxg7; 47. fxg7 KgB; 48. h7 Kf7;
49. g8(a) Rxg8; 50. hxg8 ( Q) Ke7; and White wins easily.
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PUZZLE PACES

by Marilyn Robbins

Test your word skills and knowledge of chess
with these puzzles. Solutions on page 29.

HIDDEN GRANDMASTERS

The last names of thirteen Grandmasters are hidden in the
diagram on the right. The names are horizontal, vertical,
and diagonal. Find each name and circle it. The first
one is done for you.

Grs.ndmasters:

‘~LO
FINE
FISCHER
HELMS
KASHDAN
KOLTANOWSKI
LOYD
MARSHALL
MORPH!
PILLSBURY
RESHEVSKY
SEIRAWAN
STEINITZ

B R Y C E N H E F I N N E J

TRAHU ASNIBBOR

SMLEH(LjSDNOGHEJ

JAECA NOHCNKAE

ZXSCPIANLSCWRF

DIZSIHWLKzAEXF

FYKOLTANOWSKIK

XHOYLHRKSHTNDS

DPZLSMIZEOECRI

IRMRBAEVTLIREM

A 0 A L U R S R E H N Y W 14

N MDRRKUS IE I MYG

AMARYKDKTSTERN

RETSAMELSKZSTS
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Puzzle Pages (Continued)

HIDDEN CHESS TERMS

Each sentence below contains one of the following terms used
in chess. Find the hidden term and circle it.

TERMS: BISHOP CHESS VKNIGHT QUEEN
CASTLE GRANDMASTER MATE ROOK
CHECK KING PAWN TOURNEY

EXAMPLE: With the dax~~flheresa locked the shutters and

closed the curtains.

1. I prefer a green salad for lunch, essentially lettuce,

cabbage and spinach.

2. Rob is hoping that Jenny will go with him to the tournanent,

3. When his poodle. Raquel, got a thorn in her paw, Nicholas

took her to the veterinarian.

4. Before she opened her new boutique, Endora had no idea

how much time would be involved.

5. The photographer stalked the albino kangaroo, keeping in

the shelter of the trees.

6. In April, my grandma’s terrace is ablaze with lilies,

daisies and gloxinias.

7. The weather forecast led Anthony to fill his radiator

with antifreeze.

8. Probably because it is situated next to First Baptist Church,

Eckerd’s lunch counter does a great deal of Sunday lunch

business.

9. The revue featured colorful costumes, with Robin in yellow,

Mary in blue, and Derek in green.

10. Yvonne, the very picture of a proud mother, said, “We’ve al-

ways felt that our Neyda was an unusually brilliant child.”

11. I heard Grandma tell her best friend that she had a crush

on Kirk Cameron.
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?uzzle Pages (Continued)

C2YPTOFACTS

Each of the following is written in a sinDle substitution
code. Each letter stands for another letter of the alphabet.
For example, GRANDMASTERcould be written as QXWYLCWKDOX.
A capital letter is marked with *~ Decode each cryptofact
and find something interesting about your favorite game.

1. CV GMU VCVUGUUVGI4 EUVGRSH,

N EMNSXUQGLV XNJH RQCVO GMU
*

FQURJLVHY “ELPRUGGU” KUENYU
*

LVU LI GMU UNSXCUQ3 AVLBV

BLYUV ELYFLQUSQ LI EMUQQ

F S L K X U Y Q.

2. QDPCI LBYI P06 XESSG
*

BAX DATXMG
e

NEX OPTPVO SEHYB XPSFCX NDAV

DA NEX XPW GAEBX YCI.

3. YANGZGWP XVC RVNAXCRX FZLC

BU J VCRR VBRXNAP XNNQ YWZJC

BU XVC WMXNU
*

J VCRR JNUFACRR.
* *

XVC YWZPCAR ZFACCT XN Z TAZO

OBXVNMX LZQBUF ~UP LNECR zX

Z WW.
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Puzzle Pages (Continued)

Cryptofacts (Continued)

4. Q C 0 B 0 H F J J I,

C MWC MN M H K ML

VHQTH FN KX

OH QKXMC JF

QZ OKN FWWM

YFJJML KIM

KIM KQEC (z
*

KECG (BMCGF
*

TQCLN GMFH

5. EQH THNBH

NBLFAAWGO

AGLLBRCK

0 H W L B G 5,

E QWGJ BS I

EQH EKAN

KIM CQQV

F YXFCO

M CEVIVI

H B E F B M N,

FCFHYM

VFN K MM

C M H Y I),

H). FJJ

YFN KJ M

OFC D
*

HN GP

RHDFX

“N B D H
*

N BDH

GP T

Q 1W D Q

DQH

LH F

DQH L
*

EG N

FS EG

T FN

0 Y).

NM

QK& OK

(F C F A
*

MYFE

T FN

E K Y x),

KIM

K I MN M

K Q T M C.

A

OK

J (L
*

FH L

QZ

L L,

A

HE

R

GA XC FW

BS OG C OHN

HWTBSH

H TGOHN.
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GAMES FROM RECENT EVENTS

CAN-AM

Mahaffey - Wiggins

1. e4 d6; 2. d4 Nf6; 3. Bd3 c6; 4. c3 Qc7; 5. EgS Nbd7: ~. M
6. Nf3 e

6; 7. Nbd2 Be7; 8. O-0:c5; 9. Rd 0-0; 10. Rd ReB;
11. Bbl e5; 12. d5 b5; 13. Nfl Nb6; 14. Bd3 c4; 15. Bc2
Nfd7; 16. Ng3 Nc5; 17. Be3 Bg4; 18. h3 Bxf3; 19. Qxf3 Ncd7;
20. Nf5 Bf6; 21. g4 NfB; 22. g5 13d8; 23. Qg3 Nc8; 24. h4
Ne’?; 25. h5 Nxf5; 26. ef f6; 27. gf Bxf6; 28. h6 Re7; 29. Khl
a6; 30. Rgl Rab8; 31. Bg5 Bxg 5; 32. Qxg5 Qd7; 33. Rg2 Rf7;
34. Qh5 Qe?; 35. Rcgl Rb7; 36. Rzg7 Resigns.

SC. OPEN

Caldwe 11-Abrams

1. e4 cS; 2. c4 Nc6; 3f4 d6; 4. Nf3 g6; 5. Be2 8g7; 6. Nc3
e6; 7. d3 Nge7; 8. Be3 0—0; 9. 0-0 Nd4; 10. Rd Nec6; 11. a3
Nxe2; 12. Qxa2 Nd4; 13. Bxd4 cxdk; 14. Nb5 Qb6; 15. e5
dxe5; 16. fxe5 Bh6; 17. Rbl Be3; 18. Khl 8d7; 19. Nd6 f6;
20. Ne4 Bc6; 21. Nxf6 KhB; 22. Qel Qc7; 23. Qh4 gS; 24. Nxg5
Bxg5; 25. QxgS Rf7; 26. Rf2 Rg7; 27. Qh5 b5; 28. b3 Qb7;
29. Rb2 Qe?; 30. b4 bxck; 31. dxct Rd8; 32. Rbl Ba4;
33. Rbfl d3; 34. Qh6 Bc6; 35. NhS Rxg2; 36. Rx~2Bxg2,
37. Kxg2 Qb7; 38. Kgl Rg8; 39. Ng3 Qe4; 40.
41. Qxg7 1-0.

The above game featured sharp play by both sides.

S.C. OPEN

Abrams-Simmons

1. e4 c5; 2. Nf3 Nc6; 3. d4 cxd4; 4. Nxdk e5; 5. 111,5 a6;
6. Nd6 Bxd6; 7. Qxd6 Qf6; 8. Qdl Qg6; 9. Nc3 Nge7; 10. h/~
0-0: 11. h5 Qf6; 12. lidS NxdS; 13. exd5 Nd4; 14. c3 Nf5;
15. gk Nd6; 16. Qe2 1,5; 17. Bg2 Bb7; 18. g5 Qe?; 19. Qg4
f5; 20. gxf6 Qxf6; 21. 8e3 Nc4; 22. 0-0 QfS; 23. Qh4 Nxb2;
24. Bek Qf7; 25. f4 Bxd5; 26. fxe5 Qe6; 27. Bxd5 QidS;
28. Bd4 Qe6; 29. Rael Rxfl; 30. Rxfl RfS; 31. Rxf8 1(xf8;
32. Bc5 Ke8; 33. Qf4 Qg8; 34. Qe4 g6; 35. QaB Xf7; 36. Qd5
Kg?; 37. Qid? Qf7; 38. h6 Resigns.
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SCHOLASTIC CHESS

by Doug Holsrs

In the last issue, I wrote about the booming scholastic
chess program that I have started in Charleston. Since then
we have held two of the biggest scholastic chess tournaments
ever held in South Carolina. On January 28, we held the
Tn-County Scholastic Chess Championship and on March 4
we held the South Carolina State Scholastic Chess Champion-
ship.

First, let’s talk about numbers. Last year the State
Scholastic Championship only brought in about 19 peonle.
This upset me greatly. Last year I held my first mc’iole:tlc
tournament in November with 23 participants. The. number
went up to 47 in the second tournament in December. This
tremendous increase convinced Pat Hart and myself to hold
a Tn-County Championship in late January. We were very
pleased that we convinced the powers that be to move the
State Championship from Columbia to Charleston. Many of
you may have noticed the last minute changes in your last
issue. It is really quite a coup to get a State Champion-
ship moved from the geographic center of the state to out
of the way Charleston. Well, never fear, the turnout
increased to a whopping 73 kids of which only ten were from
other than the Charleston area. If my math is right, that’s
almost 4 times as many kids that played in last year’s
tournament!

Now let’s look at how the tournaments were organized.
Both the Tn-County and State tournaments were set up the
same. There were two sections; high school was grades 9
through 12 while elementary was grades K through 8. There
were trophies to the top 3 in each of the two sections.
There were also top girl trophies in each section. Both
tournaments also had team trophies. These were awarded to
the best school in each section based on the top 4 finishers
from each school. In the State tournament, there was a
trophy for best 5th grade and under.

Now let’s look at the winners. First of all, the Tn-
County elementary section was won by an 8th grader from
Oakbrook Middle. Adam King. Adam went 4-0 in his first
tournament and ended in a tie with a classmate from Oakbrook,
Wayne Godbee. Adam wom the 1st place trophy on tiebreaks
because he had played tougher opponents (based on final
scores). There was a 7-way tie for third with 3-1 scores.
Robbie Meyer from Dubose Middle, another 8th grader, won the
trophy on tiebreaks. Top girl trophy went to Jessica Crymes,
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Scholastic Chess (Continued)

also from Oakbrook Middle, with a 2-2 score. Needless to
say, Oakbrook won the top team trophy. Donnie Hayes from
Oakbrook tied for 3rd with 3-1, giving Oakbrook 13 out of
a possible 16 on their top four boards! Dubose and College
Park Middle tied for second with 11 points on their top
4 boards. Both of these schools had 3 players tie for
third with 3-1 results. Other schools that were represented
in the elementary section were Alston Middle, Alice Burney
Elementary, Sangaree Elementary, Harborview Elementary,
and Westview Middle.

The Tn-County high school section was owned by Strat-
ford High School. They have a great sponsor there in Peggy
Sattelmeyer. Remember that name! In the final round, we
had no choice but to pair the top 4 Stratford players
against each other. They were the only 4 left with 3-0
scores! Bryce Harrison and Bob Bainbridge ended up in a
tie for 1st with 4-0 scores by beating their Stratford
classmates Leslie Bright and Kevin Tamayo. This gave
Stratford the top team trophy with 14 out of a possible
16 on their top 4 boards! Moreover, their only two losses
were to their own teammates. Again there was a big tie
for 3rd. This time it wa.s an 8-way tie. Mark Sessoms, my
prodigy, from James Island High won the tiebreaker and the
3rd place trophy. The Sessoms-Harrison game won the bril-
liancy prize because it was really the only decently played
game of the day. The rest of the games were fairly poor.
However, I noticed a vast improvement when the State Cham-
pionship rolled around. I have included several games from
the State Championship below, whereas, I have included only
the Sessoms-Harrison game from the Tn-County. Other
schools represented in the high school section were Summer-
ville, Hanahan, Goose Creek, St. Andrews, and Bishop England.
The top girl trophy was won by Stephanie Simmons with a
1-3 score.

The State Championship was a tremendous success with
73 participants. There was a big surprise in the elementary
section. We decided to have 5 rounds in this section in
order to declare a clear winner. Since they play so quickly,
this was not a problem. Much to the surprise of many 7th
and 8th graders, Kurt Sattelmeyer. a 5th grader. went 5-0
to take 1st place. Yes, that is Peggy Sattelmeyer’s son.
I foresee many trophies on this young man’s shelf before he
even gets to high school. By the way, he’ll be going to
Stratford! But for now, he goes to College Park Elementary.
We counted his score for College Park Middle, but that was
not enough for them to win the team trophy. They did manage
to tie Oakbrook Middle with 14.5 out of a possible 16 on


