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The President’. Page

by John NeCrary

Well, I am nearing the end of my secondterm. When the
next issue of Palmetto Chesscauseout, we will have a new
president. My tenure has been most satisfying. I have been
delighted to work with Doug Holmes, Dean Roesner, Pat Hart,
Don Lemaster, and all othews who have contributed to the
rebirth of scholastic chess in this stats. I am -confident
that Hurricane Hugo will prove to have been only a temporary
setback in the long-range growth of our program.

The last two years have seen some historic events for
S.C. chess: the U.S. Women’s Championship in Spartanburg,
and the all-time record of 73 youngsters in a state echo-.
lactic event last spring in Charleston. Hopefully, even
more history will be made in the next tvo years and beyond.

The next issue of jm~jj.j will have a new
editor. Long-time SCCA members will recall Dr. H. Lee
Hyder, who was editor in the early 1970’s, and again in the
early 1980’s. Lee also has one of the most distinguished
chess career records in oar state’s history. lie was IJSCF
national Secretary from 1975-78, after helping to organize
the Korchnoi-Mecking Candidate’s Match in Augusta. Lee has
also been state champion and state president. Be sure to
read his article on SCCA history in this issue.

the term “gentleman” (or of courue “lady”) has come up
in connection with chess in several recent contexts. Lee
Hyder refers to several peoplehe has known as gentlemen in
his SCCA history: and Dean Roesner, in a letter to high
schools, refers to the need for chesaplayers to aCt, as
gentlemenand ladies. Interestingly, the term also -aroes in
a private conversation I had with Larry Parr in Chicago.
Larry is of course the fired Ch~ss Life editor who is active
with “Friends of the USCF,” a tiny, politically very active
group that also includes GMLarry Evans. During our conver-
sation, the subject of personal attacks in chess politics
came up. I told Larry that I liked to Ignore such attacks
and concentrate only on ideas. “That is because you are a
Southern gentleman,” he said. I told him that I think all
cheesplayers, Southern or otherwise, should act and speak as
gentlemen. As far as some of the raging chess political
quarrels go, I think that is “nuff said”.

Best wishes to our new editor and incoming president,
whoever he may be. Let us all give our state association
support. And let us continue to support our national orga-
nizationi sign up a new USCF member, and don’t buy chess
equipment and books from anybody except USC? (they usually
have hr better prices thin other distributors, believe me).
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HISTORY OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CHESS ASSOCIATION

by Lee Ryder

There have been chess players in South Carolina from
colonial days, and clpbs in the larger cities for over a
century: but so far as we kftow, the idea of a South Carolina
chess organization was only realized in modern times. The
best account of the beginnings of state chess organization
cones from the first issue of the “Bulletin of the South
Carolina Chess Association,” dated September-November, 1959,
in which Prof. Hobert F. Brand of the Citadel wrote a his-
tory of the SCCA.

According to Prof. Brand, the first known S.C. Chess
Championship was contested in 1926, following the establish-
ment of the first S.C. Chess Association. Five of the eight
founders were from Spartanburg, although the organizational
meeting occurred July 26th at the Columbia YMCA. This orga-
nization was disbanded after the 1933 championship was
played. The tournaments from 1925 to 1933 were mostly
round-robin affairs, the competitors being entirely from
South Carolina. In 1948, Paul L. Cromelin (then of Augusta)
and Robert F.Brand of Charleston took measures to rees-
tablish the old South Carolina Chess Ausociation. Since
Paul Cromelin was then moving to Columbia, the tournament of
the new organization was held in the summer bf 1948 in
Columbia. A round-robin tournament was played. Then in
1949 at Spartanburg, the Swiss System was used for the
first time in S.C. chess history. In 1950 we went back~
to the round-robin style tournament, but beginning with the
1951, all tournaments have been operated on the Swiss
System, and all have been closed tournaments. Ia 1951 and
again in 1952 an open S.C. tournament was held in addition
to the closed S.C. tournament.

I suspect that Brand’s brief account omits a number
of people who ought to be mentioned. When Paul Cromelin
moved to Columbia, he found a cluh there under the leader-
ship of such avid players as Laciness Foster. Alex Hdelsburg,
and Max Gergel. (Max is still active in the clubd Dy 1953
the first tournament was held at Foster’s place of business,
the Foster School of Dancei this was ~o be a frequent site
of the event over the next fifteen years.

The early closed tournaments were small affairs~ the 16
players in the 1927 event were the largest gathering of
South Carolina players until the 1960 tournament. Open
tournaments were also held in 1951 and 1152g this turned
into a long series of Carolinas Open tournaments held by the
state chess associations of North and South Carolina over
the next couple of decades. Another regular event was the
North Carolina vs. South Carolina match, held annually. Dy
the early 1980’., when I came to the state, these three
events constituted the chess calendar of the state.



3
History of SCCA (Continued)

During the next few years, this quiet picture gradually
changed. There were already active clubs in cities such as
Columbia, Charleston and Greenville. Additional clubs grew
up in new places: Aiken, Spartanburg,Beaufort, Lancaster.
Under the direction of James Smith of Spartanburg, a state
scholastic tournament was begun as a team event. Despite the
loss of many of the leaders of the postwar era (Foster died
in 1968, Prof. Brand moved to Georgia before that, and
others became inactive), a new generation of players and
organizers appeared, and the SCCA grew.

Until 1959, coordination of chess around the state had
all been by word of mouth among players and organizers who
knew one another. Actually,in those days, Chess Life
served many of the functions of a local publication as well
as for the country as a whole: it regularly ran results of
all tournaments.This was no remarkable tbi~g, becausethere
were so few eventat Prof. Brand’s annual Bulletin was the
first known attempt at an S.C. state Chess publication, and
it led eventually to the current Palmetto Chess. Brand
published the bulletin annually for some years: but he left
the Citadel around 1967 to teach at Berry College in Rome,
Georgia, and subsequently at Georgia Pouthern. Then one
issue--a rare one that has now disappeared from my other-
wise comprehensive file--was published by W.E. Houston of
Columbia. In 1968, when I became president of the SCCA
following Lanneau Foster’s death, I determined that there
was enough money for a more frequent publication, which took
the name ~ For some time this was done on a photo-
of fast machine with special. masters, and collated and
stapled on my living room floor. This was no big trick for
the initial run of thirty or so, but about this time the
SCCA began to grow. It was the era of the Fischer boom, and
in addition two new organizers came on -the scenes Doug ‘Cail
in Deaufort, and Bill Dodgen in North Augusta. Their
efforts, along with Smith’s work in scholastic chess and the
continued growth of the clubs in other major citios, soon
-pushed the SCCA membership up to about 200. Printing and
production of the magazine were contracted out, and by about
1974 it took on the small, format familiar to current
readers, while maintaining a quarterly publication schedule.

The 1970’s were exciting, times for S.C. chess. Tourna-
ment life boomed. Weekend events were held at times with
sa~ch frequency that conflicts became a serious problem. A
few highlights wore the large state tournament held in North
Augusta in 1972, with 69 players attending, the Kor-chool-
Mocking Quarter-Final Candidates’ match of 1974, held across
the line inAugusta with Bill Dodges organizing and many
-others of us from the Aiken-North Augusta area working,
and the first National tournament in S.C., the Charleston
National Open of 1976. Charles Walter of Columbia became
the state’s strongest player, our first homegrown master
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History of SCCA (Continued)

in many years. All through this time, Columbia maintained
its position as the Center of Palmetto State chess, al-
though Dadgen’. vigorous efforts tended to shirt the center
a bit to the vesti But the growth of clubs in Charleston
and the upstate were likewis@ very important to the overall
prosperity.

Late in the 1970’s the boom receded, active organizers
such as Dodgen, Cail and I had become inactive for varione
reasons, but there was a series of newcomers stepping up to
fill the breach. Most of this generation remain activet
Notable among these are of course Don Lemaster and Pat Hart,
who continue to organize tournaments regularly. The
Charleston club’s Snowstorm special, dating~ back to the
remarkable storm of 1973, is currently our open tournament
that has been going on for the most years. And our State
Championship continues without interruption, it has been
held in Columbia since the early 1970’s.

Of course this long tiue has not been without its
strange, bizarre events. One of the crosses the state must
bear is that we gave Stan Vaughan his start. Stan, for
those of you who don’t know, is the man who figured out how
to beat the rating system: and for a while his Seneca IfS
Chess Club somehow became loaded with experts and masters,
who generally wilted once they faced Class A competition.
(No, I don’t know exactly bow he did it, but bC’s don. it at
other places since: and it may involve games that weren’t
exactly ever played.) At one point in the 1970’s, we got
into a joint venture publication with several other states
with a publisher by the name of Morrison who suddenly
skipped town without giving notice to anyone. (It was a
pretty good publication, too, while it lasted.)

One of the things lost from the early days won’t., I
think, be misted. The FOster School of Dance was built for
the athletic activities of (mostly) young girls: it was
simply not ventilated for the smoulat of cigarette smoke that
could be generated by the dedicated puffers among the chess-
players of the 1960’s. I remember tournaments there as
taking place in a thick blue haze. The same haze was also
found elsewhere as well, as in the city recreation buildtm#.
in Beaufort. I suspect the shift away from smoking that
occurred in the 1970’s may sake for better chess: at least
we should be able to see the pieces more clearly.

What I do miss are the players of the old day, who.
are no longer with us. Poster, Brand, Edelsburg. Leroy
Lewis, Gerald Knighton of North Augusta: they were inter-
esting, enjoyable individuals to play chess with, talk to,
or wbatever. Some were men of strong opinions that wake
perhaps uniquely th,eirs, but all were gentlemen. They left
the state a worthwhile legacy in their approaches to Efii~
game and its playing. More particularly, some of thee, gave

us the SCCA.



The 1989 USCF Convention (at the US Open)

by John Nccrary

It’s overt I am writing this draft from our Chicago
hotel, our room overlooks the entrance to the U.S. Open
playing hall, where LeV Albert ha~ just won the Open. South
Carolina figured significantly in the USCF 50th anniversary
festivities surrounding the Open. Our own Spencer Mathews
received the USCF Meritorious Service Award in recognition
of the U.S. Women’s Championship in Spartanburg. This
writer helped arrange a special historical diuplay which
included the 1857 silver prize given to t4orphy: 1 also gave
the Hall of Fame induction speech for Al Horowitz, •t the
50th anniversary banquet, and had the honor of hearing Prof.
Elo allude to my remarks in his own keynote speech there.
(More on Prof. Kb’s speech later.)

I also represented South Carolina as delegate to the
JJSCF Annual Meeting, where policy is set for the year to
come. Following is a summary, in no particular order, of
the most interesting news from the world of chess politics.

Lift’ Dark clouds are gathering over the World Champion-
ship. Kasparow basically wants the Grandmasters’ Associa-
tion (aMA), of which he is president, to control the match.
He is thee refusing to commit to play at a P1DB-determined
site. He has rejected a compromise proposal by Botwinnik,
which would allow a special committee representing both
FIDE and the OMA to control the match. (Botvinnik has con-
emned both Kasparov and Campomanes, saying that their per-
sonal quarrel is hurting chess.)

Since I wrote the above, FXDB has awarded the next
title match to Lyons, France, regardless of player prefer-
ences. The “regardless of player preferences” is unprece-
dented, and presumably resulted from the problems in
obtaining bids when the Champion is refusing to commit to
play at a 71DB site. However, the actual effect of this
decision may be to give true control of the t~tlo match to
the GMA.

A more congenial item is that Anna Akeharumova was
granted the WOW title pending verification (presumably
routine) of one result. Together with the four other titles
gained by the top finishers at Spartanburg, the women’s new
titles outnumbered the men’s for U.S. players this year.

Another bit of WIDE news concerned the WIDE “Code of
Ethics.” This code was applied to censure a certain chess
journalist who made state~ftnts about poorer nations that



6

1989 USCF Convention (Continued)

those nations’ representatives round offensives specifi-
cally. statements that children were routinely used for
sexual purposes in those nations. The Codc caused great
concern in the U.S., for fear that it set dangerous
precedents for censure of free expression. USC? president
Harold Winston succeeded, through intense negotiation, in
having the Code watered down to remove references to
journalistic expressioni he tailed, however, to get
references to “bribing” nations for politival purposes
removed from the Code.

Financial concerns were everywhere. The USC? will
show a modest surplus next year only if memberships and
sales of books and equipment pick back up. (Those sales are
over $2,000,000 a year, but need to gain about $100,000 to
avoid a budget deficit.) A membership drive is being
announced. The World Open and New York Open are singing
financial woes because of their large prize funds and other
costs, despite high income through large attendahce and
entry fees. An argument was made to reduce rating tees. but
the $50,000 impact of this proposal was felt to be too great
in view of the tight USC? budget next year. A bright note
is that state-assistance funds, which help support scholas-.
tic chess in our state, were fully restored: considerable
funding for master chess was also allowed, with the - tear
that even those funds may not be adequate in view of planned
international events.

Ratinas were considered to be inflationary, but a
variety of radical proposals to “deflate” them (or even
replace them with a purely percentile system) were nixed.
Some statistical artifacts of the system, including certain
rating “floors”, will be Gliminated. There is even senti-
ment among some GM’s to slow the growth of their own top
ratings to bring them in line with WIDE ratingsi but it
remains to be seen of that will really occurt World Open
organizer Bill Goichberg favors the creation of something
like “Life Master” titles for lower-than-master rating
classes, but this unique proposal was deferred for further
study.

Anthony Miles’ elioibiliti~ for the g..~.. chamui9ns14n
was the subject of heated debate. Some feel that Miles, a
British citizen, has created a “sham” U.S. residency abd is
not a true U.S. resident. I argued that the Policy Board
must be left free to deal with this touchy subject after the
delegates go home, because litigation could easily occur if
his invitation were reconsidered. (It is very hard to
disprove residence in court.) Don Schultz, a member of the
WIDE Executive Council and also Delegate from Florida, added
that WIDE might not recogni:. the U.S. Championship as a
zonal tournament for the World Championship if C pla~’er
previously certified for that zonal was sot allowed to play
In the end, the matter was left to the Policy Board.
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1989 USC? Convention (Continued)

Balsa The infamous pairing rule that prohibits a
player from receiving the same color three rounds consec-
utively was anonded to ajIow more flexibility for the last
round.

The 50th Anniversary Banfluet

.

A much more pleasant topic is the banquet held In honor
of the 50th anniversary of the chartering of,the lisa-in
1939. The banquet was standing room only, with a lot sore
people present to hear the speeches than could be accc,n-
modated at the tables. The audience was from all over the
U.S., and many had known chess greats of the past. Some of
those greats were present, including Frank Skoff., wbo was
USC? president during the Fischer era and was actively in-..
volved in the Fiechor-Spaseky match. Prof. Arpad Elo, aged
85, was the honored guest; Prof. Elo was one of the founders
of USCF in 1939. (His contributions to the game qo well
beyond his rating system.)

A number of awards were given, including the Merit-
orious Service Award to Spartanburg’s Spencer Mathews in
recognition of the 1989 U.S. Women’s Championship. Presi-
dent Winston commented on the outstanding playing condi-
tions in Spartanburg. The award itself Is a suitably-
-inscribed chess clock; I was pleased to accept it for
Spencer and for South Carolina.

The high points of the banquet were saved for last.
Dan Schultz, former U.S. Delegate to FIDS and still member
of the elite WIDE Executive Council

4 was given the Career
Distinguished Service Award. President Winston noted that
this is considered the second-highest award in U.S. chess,
next to a Hall of Fame induction. Interestingly, the award
has been given for the last two years to people who lost
their jobs because of “Friends of the USC?;” last year’s
winner was Gerry Dullea, the ousted Executive Director of
-USCF. I wonder who the next lucky winner will bet

Next, I took the podium to speak on Al Horowitz’s Hall
of Fame induction. I started by officially acknowledging
Prof. Kb’s gift to the Hall of Fame: his personal copy of
the 1935 Yearbook of the American Chess Federation. He was
President of that organization4 which merged with the
National Chess Federation in 1939 to form the USC?. I then
described the eight failed national associations, starting
in 1857, that preceded the 11507, as well as the many failed
American chess magazines. Only when folks like Horowitz
came along and persevered in their efforts, I said, did
-permanent nAtional unity become possible in chess. Then
President Winston gavelled Horowitz into the Hall.

K-.
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1989 OSUF Convention (Continued)

Professor Rio’s qosech

:

Then, Prof. Elo took the podium for his keynote
remarks. I did not copy them verbatim, but what follows iu
an accurate summary of his brief but brilliant speech:

“In li.tening to Mr. HcCrarys remarks, I was ‘im-
pressed with how fragile chessorganizations can be. But I
believe vs can now achieve stability. The cultural climate
is now more favorable to chess than it has Over been. Just
20-30 years ago, if you played chess you were consi~red an
oddball. But now people are more highly-educated; and there
is more acceptance of chesa. But in order to achieve this
stability, we must talk to each other and work together.
It has been said that the only things two cheesplayers can
agree on is that a third one is overratedi (laughter) But I
believe it we learn to talk with each other and work
together, we can have great future accomplishments.’

Thus ended one of the most remarkable ecperiences of my
• chess career.

TOURNANENTADS

Nov. 11, IBB9. ~ ~ Tremo~t Motor Inn,
Ill Knox Abbott Dr., Cayce~N~6iumbia)~ SC 29033. Ph.
796—6240. jg~jj~nft:Righ School (Ors 9—12), Middle-
Elementary, Ors .8-below. 4-85, 0/60. 1I~ $3.00. leg:
8:30-9:30 a.m. 1st Round 9:45. Trophies to top 3 each
section. fri: Don Lemaster, 1471. Pine St. West Columbia
SC 29169. Ph. 755-2761 or 755-0957.

The December Action Ctm~es Tourmameat for Columbia is
cancelled.

$1000 guaranteed! 5-55. 40/90. SD/30. Landmark Ko~I7~~~
Ocean Front 15th Ave South. Myrtle Beach, SC 29577. Ph.
1-800-845-0658 (Mention Cheus~ KR: Single or Obi. $32.
~: $25 if rev’d by 1/5 (phone calls OK) $30 at site.
3 Sections: 0 e o :$250, $100; under 2200 $100;
under 2000 $100; $50. Sect a $100,. $25; $25;
under 1600. $100; $25, $ZS. ~ $50; $50;
Trophies first place each sect ion. 3~:9-9:45.
10-3-8; 9 & 1:30. ~ Gary Sheetu, 1007 1St Ave South,
North Myrtle Beach, SC 29582. 249-2940.



REFLECTIONSON ThE £1.5. WOMEN’SCHA!4PIONSIIIP

by David K. Williams

Hopefully, most of you have seen the excellent piece in
the October issue of ~hess Life by Spencer Mathews on the
U.S. Women’s Championship held last summer at Converse
College.

Spencer became more than an organizer to the partici-
pants; while not quite attaining “guru” ~status, he was both
congenial host and mentor. The friendship felt toward him
by the players was best illustrated by the beautiful cari-
cature of him done by some of the players and given to him
as a gift. I v-as truly impressed by the artistic bent of
three of the participants

4 in particular. Diana Gherghe,
Chris Hendrickson, and vesna Dimitrijevic all - showed me
examples of their work. Diana had done some wonderful
portraits in pencil or charcoal--I can’t remember which.
Chris did the artwork for the original issue of Chessman
comics and did the rendering for the U.S. Women’s Champion-
ship T-shirt. In fact, I was quite amused as she enter-
tained several of us with stories of the many fine
restaurants she and former boyfriend, 1W John Watson, had
either been unable to get into or thrown out of. (At the
time we were getting pretty miserable service at the local
RED LOBSTER, so I believe it. For those of you unfamiliar
with John and Chris, they dress like they still live in 196-B
and just left WOODSTOCK. As Chris tells it, she never
changed; everybody else did.) Vesna did the lettering for
the tournament T-shirt and also designed the T-shirt (or the
recent U.S. Open in Boston.

One of my major pre-tournament concerns was about
spectatorsi would there be any? Attendance turned out to be
better than I expected. There wore often 10-15 spectators
at any given tine, which I thought was darn good for a tour-
nament lasting two weeks.

The players did some sightseeing on the first off day.
Spencer took some of them nailing; one group went to Care-
winds; and some others went to the mountains. I spent a
pleasant Sunday morning playing tennis with Shernaz,
Alexey, Colette, and Spencer. I was intrigued that
Colette was trained as a School psychologist. an was I, and
shared some of the same job concerns.

One of the perks that the host club gets is to be able
to purchase the equipment uned in the tournament at cost
(approximately) from the USCF. One lady none of us had ever
seen before came from Clemson to watch and went home with
one of everythiagi A pair of demo boards now adorn the
walls in my kids’ bedrooms.
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U.S. Women’s Championship (Continued)

Although Spencer has been the Spartanburg Chess Club
member in the limelight, and deservedly eo, regarding the
tournament, the contributions of virtually all club members
should be noted. I counted approximately tw~ - dozen club
members and spouses who ran demo boards, attended the
banquets (at their own ezpense), ferried players about,
raised money, or came to spectate.

I wag fortunate to have picked up Natasha Us and her
boyfriend, Larry Christiansen, at the airport. Larry had
some interesting things to say about his own situation
viz-a-viz international chess and the attempts of certain
American chess supporters to “buy” a World Champion if that
is what it takes.

Probably my fondest memory will be of Chris. This is a
person who speaks several languages, is a gifted artist, and
is studying to become a librarian. She buys all of her
clothing at second-hand Stores (the sneakers she yam wearing
cost 25 cents, not dollars) and she has hot water only a few
hours a week in the house she built on top of a Colorado
mountain. I’ll never forget her oohs and ahs as we drove
down E. Main St. in Spartanburg; she said that she seldom
gets to see a big city!

In sum, let me say that all the effort it took to put
on a really big event is worth it, and I wish Charleston
much success in their effort to bring the U.S. Men’s
Championship to South Carolina.

The editor has received letters from around the country
expressing concern about S.C. cheesplayers in the wake of
Hurricane Hugo. One anxious inquiry came from Arthur flake,
the world’s oldest OW, and his wife. - The flakes sent a
clipping of Sullivan’s Island, taken from a Portland, OR,
newspaper. Another concerned letter came from former ~JSCF
secretary Woody Harris.

All of us outside the heavily-damaged areas have been
anxious to hear from our friends who were hard hit. -LOt us
know how you are doing and how we can help.



11

In conjunction with the U.S. Women’s Championshipa series of
mini-tournaments were held, two o~ which are reportedbelow.

Slits-Tournament-July 9, 1919
Converse College- Spartanburg. S.C.

NAME RATING

Director: Spencer Mathews

CROBSTASLE
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 S 9 10 11 12 TOTAL -

01 Christiansen, L. 2633 X
02 Kelleher, Bill 2441 0
03 PohI, Klaus 2322 Sa
04 Nistry-Kennsdy,S.2156 0
05 flimitrijevic. V. 2105 0
06 Bush, Harold N. 2063 0
07 Corbett. Bill 2073 0
08 Us, Natasha 1933 Iz
0~ McGruder, C. 1910 0
10 Schenkel, Mario ikS*0 0
11 Osteen, Orville 1375 0
12 Cooper, Dill UNR 0

lI~1 111½ 11
XO 1111111
11* 110110
011100101
000111111
0010X00 11
011011001
00001 1X½1
001001½X1
010000001
000½00001
000000000

-GM Larry Christiansen won $100 for his effort. SM Sill Kelleher
won $60 and NWKlaus Pobi $40. tour of the partiel~ants from the
U.S. Women’s Championship competed in th..a blitz tournament
which was held on an off-day.

In the Scholastic tournamentheld simultaneously with the Slits
event, the brothers Pruitt from Landrum. S.C. von both sections.
This was their first tOurnament end Brian upset William Terry
Moon of Charlotte, who is one of the top players in his age
group in the country, to win his section.

NAME

01 Pruitt, Brian
02 Ilatte. Ken
03 Corbett, Brian
04 Moon. lb. Terry

RATING

UfIR
1108

995
1390

CROISTASLE
1 2 3 4 TOTAL

x½
½x
00
01

Directora
David Williams

1 1 2½
1½
0

10
xO
LI 2

01 Williams, Davy
02 Rutledge, C.
03 Iowan, Jesse
04 Fruitt. Dresden

UNR
UNR
UtIR
UNS

10000
1XOO 1
11102
11113

1 1
1 1
1 1
I I
½ 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
O 1
X 1
0 X

10
9
7½
6
6½
5
6
6
5½
2
2½
0
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SOUTh CAROLINA’S ‘I’D OF TH~ CENTURY

by John Nccrary

Don Lemaster hits the “century’ mark with the 1989 S.C.
state championship, vhich will be his 100th tournament as
chief TD. He may well be the S.C. TO of this or any otber
century, as well; it is very unlikely that anyone has come
near to Don’s statistics. Like Dabe Ruth, his records nay
eventually bo matched~ but probably not for at least a
generation or two.

Consider these stats: As of October 1, Don bad
directed in 104 to’al events, including 99 tournaments as
chief TD. Those events totaled 2012 players and 4126 games-.
Don began as a tournament aide at the 1978 S.C. state cham-
pionship; he then ~aa chief TO of the next eleven state
championships consecutivelyl In 1982, he directed 26
tournaments.

Historic achievements are, of course, the result of
interaction between individuals and the cultural milieu.
Don’s achievements would not have been possible in an
earlier period, since tournaments have become frequent only
in modern Swiss-system times. Still, the “times’ require
individual catalysts; and that is where Don’s indefatigable
talents and energies have borne such great fruition.

It is not easy being a tournament direc*.or. Swiss-
system pairings involve the manipulation of three different
variables~ score, color slI-ocation, and previous-opponent
histories. Pairings are relatively -“automatic” only if
higher-rated. always beat lover-rateds, the more upsets and
draws, the more the three variablen start to act indepen-
dently of each other and require problem-solving by the- TO
to keep any variable from getting out of line. - It does sot
help that he is usually surrounded by anxious players giving
him lots of unsolicited advicet

Every tournament has some situation that is not clearly
covered by the-rules. What do you do when a group of prison
guards arrives in the middle of a round to -carry of f several
of your players, promising to return them “later”? (This
actually happened is an -event I directed that included
several inmates.) Or what do you do when you are unexpec-
tedly told at 7:55 that your playing site will be locked -up
for the night at 8:00, and you have two-games in- time
scrambles? (That happened to me, too.) The rulebook had
nothing to cover those situations, but the TD had tO make
some fast decisions!

I think that there are certain - basic principles that
apply to all leadei’ship positions of whatever level or
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Don Lemaster (Continued)

scope. An effective leader must (1) be knowledgeableof
his subject, (2) be able to listen to inut without feeling
threatened, (3) be able to think fast and be decisive in
ambiguous situations; (4) be calm and stress tolerant; (5)
be good at diplomatic communication

1 even under fire, (6)
have a good sense of balancing different perspectives to
find a compromise course (extremes are rarely valid); (7) be
a pragmatist, who remembers that the larger objective is
-more important thaii the apecific means, as long as the means
stay within ethical bounds.

Anyone who knows Don Lemaster will recognize all these
traits in him. And therein lies the secret of his success.

A VOl’S FROMTHE NEW EDITOR

by Lee Ryder

Sack again! It seems I just can’t stay away. As far
as what that will mean for ~iai~L.~Su. well, the old-
timers will have a pretty good idea. I’ll try to maintain
the high standard John McCrary has setv and I’ll seek
continued contributions from him and from others all over
the state.

My idea of Palmetto Chess is that it is first of all
the SCCA journal of record, and a vehicle for serving the
membership. We’ll print all we can get on the business of
the Association, and the most complete results of competi-
tions within the state that can be had. Secondly, I like
games; and I’. going to beat the bushes to get them. I hope
also to provide some information on what is happening near
us in our border sI~ates--in Charlotte, Asheville, Savannah
or Augusta. These areas are part of our chess community,
too.

The biggest problem an editor has is getting copy. If
you can contribute articles, games, or whatever, I want
them. They don’t even have to be on paper. I’ll take
contributions -on floppy disk, in either IBM or MacWrite
formats. You can mail them to me at: 33 Longwood Rd., Aiken,
SC 29801. If you don’t want to mail them, phone me at
648-8924, and we’ll work out the arrangements for transfer
by modem.

I look forward to seeing many of you at the State Cham-
pionship and elsewhere. If we don’t meet, though, write!



PUZZLI PAGIS

by Marilyn Robbins

Test your word- skills and knowledge of chess
with these puzzles. Solutions on page 21.

Fill the blank spaces with th. letters in the columns
directly beneath them. When complet•4~ a quote from a
famous cheasplayer can be read from left to right, line by
line, (Black squares mark spaces between words.)

2

ISA AEFAC
NEETRIMEN

SN RLOIP
TO S RPT
YS T W Y

cuaauous.

Dy changing only ojj~kter

1. a PAWN into a KING

PAWN

at a tim~, change:

2. and a LOSS into a NATE

LGSS

HATE

KING

I I I II

I— ~ .— — —
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Puzzle Pages (Continued)

Each of the following is written in a simple substitution
code. Each letter stands, for another letter of the alpha-
bet. For example, GRANUKASTIRcould be written as
OXWYLCWKDOX. A capital letter is marked with •. Decode
each cryptofact and find something interesting about your
favorite game.

CRYPTOFACTS:

1 OWl GR JXI INVZSISJ

JXI CHEI NHB NVSJJIW SW

JXSVJIIWJX YIWJKVT D

PGESWSYHW RVSHV.

JSJZIP

DGGUD OW

JXI

T H

SJ NHB

“JXI CHEX HWP QZHTI
0 * 0 *

GR 011951.”
0 0

2 FY ZGHCGO GOXZZ, P~OFCX IHLXZ
* 0

HYOX, RDDOK IHLXZ CPFGX,
*

PQFCX IHLXZ COSXX CFIXZ,
*

XCG. FA S TDSWXS TVCZ CQX

HTTHYXYC’Z MFYJ FY 001GW

RXAHSX VZFYJ DDD QFZ ZXSFXZ

HA IHLXZ, QF~ CYSY XYKZ.



(Continued)

TK FPKUM

BMW ED CU

AK OMPI

FE UTFEKU.

YAK A

‘I’ X I-,

B TJ

TX IPJJTD

ITEA?DAJZ

DFJZTV

4 LPR

I YG

HWP

LX D

SD I

EU K I

J P ED

DOJ

P1 AN
*

XKP

DK P

ID

K J,

DJ

XI

KU

Pg
0

H

I

Op

p

DE

P1

Op

PC

PlC

WP !CPUPQHW APOHOKS.

XO D LXDKJ SPKP DCC -

AXCIK. HWP AWPAVPKPJ

POKXEPDQ ZQUPQNZXQ,
0

HPJ DXX DAAXGQHZQF

DQJ HWP KPUPQGP

ON XR QXKODOJD -
*

flQJ SflI -ADCCPJ HWP

(P H A N P Y C P K).
0

Puzzle

3 X
0

I

K

Y

Pages

MDA

EAJ

UFK

TJ K
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ATTACKING WITH THU EXCHAMG3VAIIATION OF THE CARO-KANK

by Lee Ryder

If you have trouble with the White side of the
Caro-Kann, I may have a solution for you. Consider the old
line with 3 exd5 cxds 4 5d3. It’s not as tactical as the
Panov line 4 c4, but it offers White good attacking pros-
pects, and makes Black work hard for his counterplay. In
addition, unlike most modern lines of the Caro-Kann, it is
not drawish.

I first saw how this line could be used when Fischer
played it in the following notable game. Petrosian had just
lost the World Championship to Spassky, but he was still at
the top of his game. Fischer buried Black’s GB, and oven
Petrosian’s defensive skills weren’t enough.

Robert Fischer vs. Tigran Petrosian
USSR vs. the World, Belgrade, 1970

1 e4 c62d4d53exd5cxd54Dd3Nc6Sc3Nf66Bf4Bg47
Qb3 NaS S Qa4+ Sd? g Qc2 e6 10 Nf3 Qb6 11 a4 Rc8 12 Nbd2 Nc6
13 Qbl NhS 14 3e3 h6 15 Ne5 Nf6 16 h3 5d6 17 0-0 KES IS f4
BeS 19 Bf 2 Qc7 20 5h4 Ng8 21 f5 Nxe5 22 dxe5 SweS 23 fxe6
Bf6 24 exf 7 Bxf 7 25 Nf 3 Bxh4 26 Nxh4 Nf 6 27 Ng6+ Bxg6 28
Sxg6 Ks? 29 Qf 5 KdS 30 Rael QcS+ 31 Khl Rf 8 32 Qe5 Rc7 33 b4
Qc6 34 c4 dxc4 35 Sf5 Rff7 37 Rdl+ Rfd7 37 Bxd7 Rxd7 38 QbB+
Ks? 39 Rdel+ Resigns.

Look again at the position after Black’s third move.
-Recognize it? If not, look at this. 1 d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 cxd4
exd4; the exchange variation of the Queen’s Gambit. But in
the Caro-Kann line, White is playing the Slack side, and he
has a move in hand. I’ve known masters who liked the Black
side, feeling that they had prospects of a good king—side
attack if White were too slow on the other side -of the
board. With a move in hand it is much easier: now White can
develop his QB without difficulty. -

The commentators on the Fischer game suggested that
Black should play 7--QoS. No less a player than Larsen was
the next to try it:

Walter Browne vs. Bent Larsen
Sam Antonio 1972

1e4c6 2d4d53exd5cxd54 Bd3Kc65c3Nf66Bf4 Bg4 7
0b3 OcS S Nd2 e6 9 Ngf3 Se? 10 0-0 0-0 11 Ne5 5h5 12 0c2 SgO
13 NxgS hxg6 14 Nf 3 Kh5 15 Be3 Qc7 16 g3 RacS 17 Qe2 56 18
RasI RfeS 19 Sd Nf6 20 Ng5 5d6 21 f4 Nd7 22 Nf 3 Nf8 23 NeS
Ne7 24 Kg2 f6 25 Nf3 lbS 26 h4 b5 27 a3 Nc6 25 gc2 Ne? 29
0e2 Qc6 30 Rhl a5 31 h5’b4 32 cxb4 axb4 33 a4 Qxa4 34 Nh4
gxh5 35 QxhS RecS 36 f5 Qb3 37 fxe6 Nxe6 38 Qh7+ Kf 7 39 Qh5+



Karo-Kann (Continued)

KfB 40 Nq6t ICeS 41 Rxe6 lCd? 42 Rxel+ Sie? 43 QfS+ Resigns.

Not too promising an improvement. Browns in feet
indicated his attack should have gone even faater, had he
played h4 earlier. What should Black do? B~ analogy with
the 0 Gambit line he should play for the minority attack.
pushing his 01fF to b4 and attacking the white P at c3.
Larsen tried to do that, of course, but maybe it could be
done faster:

Roman Dsimdsichashvili vs. Anatoly Karpow
Wasatlan, 1988 -

1 e4 cO 2 d4 dS 3 exd5 cxdS4 5d3 Nct S c3 Nf6 6 Sf4 g4 7
Qb3 QcS 9 Nd2 eS 9 Mgf3 5*7 10- 0-0 0-0 11 Rael BhS 12 - NeS
Nxe5 13 Bxe5 5g6 14 SxgG Img6 15 Qdl bS 16 1e3 aS 17 h4 b4 -

18 g4,a4 19 hS a3 20 cxb4 Sxb4 21 hO BeG 22 hxgl Nd? 23 Rb3
Se? 24 Rc3 Qb7 25 Nc? CbS 26 b3 FixeS 27 dxeS Qb4 zi Kg: SacS
29 Ra7 0d4 30 Ra4 Qxe5 31 Wf3Oxg7 32 gS QbZ 33 NM Kg? 34
Ra7 DeS 35 Rxf7* lCxf 7 white Resigns

Vindication for Black? Not really. How many of us
would like to play the Slack side after the 21st move?
White’s 22nd didn’t work out well, but it took ICarpov to
show it.

Come - to think of it. we have been looking at play at a
very high l~vel. What about the reat of us? - I have a
couple of examples to contribute, and they tend to support
the premise that White has good attacking chances:

Lee Ryder vs. Art Narthissem
7th U.S. Correspondence Championship

1e4c62d4d5 3exdScxd54SdlNc65c3Nf66Sf4 5g4-7
Qb3 QcB 8 Nd2 .5 9 Ngf3 Be? 10 G~-0 0.’0 11 NeS ShS 12 QcZ 546
13 Rael Cc? 14 5g3 flc$ 15 CM a-S 16. f4 1896 17 5h4 EKeS IS
fxeS Nd? 19 Re3 b5 20 Rh3b4 21 1ff 3 bxc3 22--bxc3 168 23 Cdl
ReS 24 iJxgO fxgt 25 figS 1ff 5 26 RhfS-14e1 27 Qe2 NfS 25 -Del
Re? 2-9 g4 Nh6 30 QxnO 0.7 31 RxfStRXf 5 32 Rxf 8+ KxfI 33
OcOt ReS 34 Nxe6+ ICC7 35 NgS4 K.? 36 AIeS+ lCdO 37 QxdSt Qd7
38 Qxd7. Kxd7 39 h3 Resigns

Lee Ryder vs. Jack Berry
1987 SCCA Correspondence Championship Finals

le4cOZd4dS3exdScxdS4-Dd3NcOSc3flf66Sf4 5g4. 7
Qb3 QoS 8 Nd2 e6 9 Ngf3 Be? 10 0-0 0-0 II NeS BbS 12 Rael
Nxe5 13 SxeS 5gB 14 SigO hxg6 15 a4 Qc6 16 Sxf 6 SxfG 17 f4
bO 15 Nf3 a6 19 g4 bS 20 gS SeT 21 VmS Oh? 22 1e3 5d6 23 041
BxeS 24 fxe5 RfeS 25 0g4 KfI 26 Ref 3 Na? 27 0h4 KgB 28 1*3
KfS 29 Qh8+ Ku? 30 Qxg? EdO 31 13f3 Ce? 32 h4 Rf 8 33 axb5-
axb5 34 Qxg6 fxg6 35 RiO. lCd) 36 NSf 7 N 37 Itxe7• Kxo?
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Caro-Kann (Continued)

38 KgZ Ra2 39 Rf2 b3 40 h5 gxh5 41 g6 RaS 42 Rf7+ KeB 43 Rh?
Ra2 44 Rh8+ Kdl 45 g7 Rxb2. 46 Kh3 Resigns

Well, what else should Black do? ECO tends to rate the
whole line as a slight plus for White. There in a line with
g6 and Hg? that was once highly thought of, but no longer.
Consider, for example, what Fischer did to it, before any of
the above happened,

Robert Fischer vs. Noshe Ceerniak
Netanya. 1968

1e4c62d4d53.xd5cxdS4Bd3Nc65c3Nf66 8f4 g6 7
Nf3 Bg7 8 Ndb2 Nh5 9 Be3 0—0 10 0-0 f5 11 Kb3 Qd6 12 Rel (4
13 8d2 Bg4 14 Dm2 Rse8 15 Nd BXI3 16 Bxf3 e5 17 0b31
exd4 18 Nd3 Rae8 19 c4 dxc4 20 Qxc4+ Kh8 21 Re6 QbB 22 Rael
Rc8 23 Bxc6 Rxc6 25 Qxc6 OcO 26 Qxc8 RxcB 27 K(l BhO 28 Rd
Rxcl+ 29 Bxcl gS 30 b4 KgB 31 bS Kf7 32 6.3 6(8 33 Ne5+ Ke6
34 DxfB Kxe5 35 3c5 Nf6 36 Bxa7 Ne4 37 (3 Nd2+ 38 Ke2 Nc4
39 b6 NaS 40 b7 Nxb7 41 R43 h5 42 Bxd44 Kd5 43 h3 Nd8 44 ~4
Ne6 45 Bb6 g4 46 hxg4 hxg4 47 fxg4 NgS and Black resigned

Black can try early queen moves such as 5--Qc7 or
6--Qb6, so that White must change his development scheme,
but there are many opportunities for White in the resulting
positions. Take a look at them, then give this line a try.
and let me know what happensi

State Warmup #2

Player

1 Rex Blalock
2 Ernie Shown
3 Harry Abram.
4 Irving Rosenfeld
5 David Caldwell
6 Robert Folts
7 Larry Cox
B Emery Highley
9 Dill Floyd

10 Greg Konson
11 James Hughey
12 J. Henry White
13 Kyle Cody
14 John Dorn
15 Keith Eubanks
16 Pan. Wickramasinghe
17 John Roberts
16 David Amos
19 John Loy
20 John Roger.
21 Preston Wannamaker
22 Brian Thurmond

September 30, 1969

Round
1 2 3 Score

ff12 W-9 W-3
L13 ff16 W-9
W14 W-8 L-l
W15 Dll W-7
W16 D13 Wi?
LI? ff19 DlZ
ff21 Dl? L-4
ff19 L-3 ff14
W20 L-l L-2

Withdrew
ff22 D—4 ff13
L-1 ff20 D-6
W-Z D-5 Lll
L-3 ff21 L-8
L-4 W22 ff16
L-5 L-2 L15
W-6 D-7 L-5

Withdrew
L-8 L-6 L21
L-9 L12 L22
L-7 L14 ff19
[~ll L15 ff20

3.0
2.0
2.0
2.5
2.5
1.5
1.5
2.0
1.0
0

2.5
1.5
1.5
1.0
2.0

0
1.5
0
0
0

1.0
1.0



20 charlestonCisesic IX

TO - Diehard Gardner

I f.1*xat

August 19 - 20, 1900

Round
IsUsa 1 2 3 4 5 hart

James Addison
John Vonderhieth
Klaus Pout
Patrick Hart
Irving Rosenfeld
Ikaugias times
SpencerHurd
John crawford
EdwardMcCauley
Greg Nonhon
John Leahy
Kyle 00*
Lindsay Blanks
Lawrence tatee
Paul Tickler
David Veodbury
Ian Wolfe
Siegfried ~
Gregory Adams
Alvin Veronee
Henry White
Jerry Burton
Charles ~ons
John Raymond
Stanley Lowery
William Pilaud
Raymond Roberts
D,vid Cads
James Slanning
Mike Nichols
Michael Ill iburn
Robert Smith
Clark Rivers
Lucimn Hoshman Jr.
Ray Veetbury
Thee Schudel
John Rogers
Gary $teete
Jee Chat tin
Carl is Baxter
Alexander (~taf C in
Alan Martin

2075
187?
2*42
2108
1973
In’
193?
1639
210
II..
Lw
1620
1925
3633
2062
1691
15?
OUR.
1607
1626
1612
1406
1763
1164
3536
1536
lass
we.
1690
1309
173$
1217
to.
140$

1548/6
1124
I-.
am
1811
1246
urn.
1142

V24V29V? V12V4
V33 020 VIew WE
1.19 WOVi4 VIE VIS
Vi?V2305 Vii LI
VSVS 04 [tWIG
V38 VII 119 VI LI
V22V14L1 Vi9OS
ViB LU W27 V24 07
V35V31U [.2 VIZ
1.24 113$ WEV22 WIt
BYE VU WIG £4 V?!
VS 113 VII LI 1.9
V34 LiZ VI? VIS 1.)
VIB 1.7 1.3 W34 125
VIE VIE LIZ 1121 BYE
V2?L1SV3SL3 V24
1.4 132 LI) USEVt?
LB 1.21 V32 W40 VIP
V3 VII LI L7 022
VITO? 1.11W LI
V41 1.6 V34 DII LII
1.? VRVZ91.101119
132 1.4 VS 1.13 1.10
LI V.601391.8 1.16
LI VIOLS1VLI4
LII L2? 1.1* Vt? W36
LIE VIE LB VIP LI?
1.12 1.22 140 1.26 134
V.621.1 LIGVSO--.
1.39 1.5 141 1.29 Vt?
V.60 1.9 VII Withdrew
1.23 1.1? 1.18 BYE W40
1.2 010 V3ELI ~‘-

Lit Vt? [.21 L14 LIP
1.9 V.621.23 1.27 US
BY! LII [.33 LI? 1.2*
[.201.34 V.62 1.26 1.30
[6 V41 LIE Vith&ew
Vfl 1.31 [.24 WIthdrew
LII 1.24 1.26 Lit 1.32
1.21 1.36 1.30 Withdrew
1.29 1.35 1.37 Vltitew

1.
2.
3.
4.
6.
6.
7,

S.
9.
10.
11.
£2.
13.
14.
15.
£6.
1?.
18.
19.
20.
23.
22.
23.
24.
21.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
S.
36.
3?.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

5.0
4.1
4..
3.1
3.5
3.1
3.5
3.5
3.5
3.5
3.5
3.0
3.0
3.0
3.0

3.0
3.0
2.5
2.5
2.1
2.5
2.0
tO
to
2.0
2.0
2.0
2.0
2.0
2.0
1.1
1.5
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0--
0.0
0.0
0.0



21
PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Cheesquotes:

I It’s always bettor to sacrifice your opponent’s men.
- Lopez

2 We play equally well--quite equally--only I play
a very little bit better. — Mendelssohn

Changes:

1 PAWN PAWS PANS PINS PING KING

2 LOSS LASS MASS MATS MATE

Cryptof acts:

1 One of the earliest books on the game was written in
the thirteenth century by a Dominican friar. It was
titled The Gane And Playc Of Chesse

.

2 In Scotch Chess, White moves once, Black naves
twice, White moves three times, etc. If a player
puts the opponent’s king in check before using all
his series of moves, his turn ends.

3 Soviet authorities banned blindfold chess, believing
that It could endanger mental health.

4 Before the eleventh century, squares on a board were
all the sane color. The checkered board, a European
invention, was adapted for accounting purposes, and
the revenue department of Normandy arid England was
called the Escheker (Exchequer).

The editor has just had a very interesting experience.
I was shopping a rare-book store in Columbia, “The Book
Place” at 3129 Millwood Ave., when I saw a chess book in
terrible shape. There was no cover; and the title page was
half sissing. Only part of the title showed, with no year
of publication. The clerk said that there was no way of
identifying the book, so it was priced $7.50 “as is’. I
could tell by its style and notation that the book was
published between 1800—1825; so, I paid the $7.50 and took
the book home. There, after a few minutes’ inspection and
comparisons with bibliographIc data, I was able to identify
it, with 99% certainty, as the 1817 edition of An Easy In-ET
1 w
268 158 m
319 158 l
S
BT

troduction to the Game of Chess. It is in fact the third
chess book published in the U.S--a very rare item! In good
shape, it would be worth hundreds of dollars! Not a bad
find for $7.50!



The South Carolina Chess Association is affiliated with the
U.S. Chess Federation. Menbership is $8.00 per year, or
$3.00 for juniors under 19. Persons nay buy a regular USOF
and SCCA nenbership for $34.00 total dues. All dues should
be sent to the Secretary (address below).

President: Robert John McCrary, 1520 Senate St., Apt. 129,
Co1u~bia, SC 29201

Vice-President: Robert Strickland, Rt. 1, fox 37, Smoaks,
Sc 29481

Secretary: Don Lenaster, 1471 Pino St. • West Colunbia, SC
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Treasurer: Patrick D. Hart, P.O. Box 634, Sullivan’s
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