




POIIL SNOWSTHEM IN CHARLESTON

Klaus Pohi of Greenville,the highest ratedactiveplayer in the state,swept
throughthe 1992 Snowstormin Charlestonwith a perfect5-0 scoreto capture
first prizein the annualevent.PohI addedthe Snowstormto an impressivelist of
titles he hasgainedovertheyears,including numerousstatechampionships.Left
in atie for secondwere Patrick Hart, LindsayBlanks, andJamesHyatt, eachof
whomscored4-1.

Competitorsin the tournamentincluded the strongestlady player in the state,
Olga Szekely,who scoreda good 3.5-1.5. JamesAddison returnedto the state
afteranabsenceof manyyears,andmadethesamescoredespitehavingto takea
half-pointbye.

Doug Holmesdirectedthe29-playerevent. A completecrosstableis foundon P.
19.

New Club in Woodruff

A newchessclub hasbeenstartedin Woodruff. Lloyd Angell, Presidentof the
club, writesthatthe club meetseveryMondayeveningat 7 pm in theconference
room of the First Citizens Bank, Main at PineSts. Theclub hasaffiliated with
theUSCF.

Otherofficers include Willie Pearson,Vice President,DannyVerdin, Treasurer,
and Phil Wood, Secretary. Playersliving near Woodruff areinvited to come
overon Mondaynightsandjoin theactivities!

The Editor’s Notes By Lee Hyder

Bust inevitably follows boom;afteran issuewith manycontributions,I havehad
considerablylesscomein for this issue. Thus I havewritten too much of the
issuemyself. You can avoid this problem in the future by sendingme your
contributions. I know therearereaderswho havegamesto show, thingsto say,
so sendthemin! We particularlyneedgames. I AM grateful to Bill floyd and
John McCrary for their regularandreliablecontributionst

For the first time in a long time we touchon USCF affairs in this issue. The
referendumis your Editor’s initiative. I’d really like to know how membersfeel
aboutthis. I havemy own prejudices,which I may exposeafter thevole comes
in. However it goes,I’ll makesuretheresultsget publicity. If you haveany
concernsto expresson any USCF matter, bring it to the attention of SCCA
PresidentMcCrary. As ourStateDelegateto the USCF,he’s in a position to do
something. Also, you may want to sendyour thoughtsto me for publication. I
will print letters. This is your magazine,and it is intendedto deal with the
interestsandconcernsof themembership.
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Pie Tresiknt’sTage
By John McCrary

THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE

by John NeCrary

South Carolina has two new champions. Our high-school champion
(who actually repeats from last year) is Bryce Harrison. Jae Mm
Purvis is our new middle-school champion. (See the article elsewhere
in this issue.)

The Midlands Open at the Tremont (April 11-12) has just ended.
First place went to Tony Lester of Charlotte with 4.5-0.5. Charism
Walter finished 4-i for clear second place. Three others tied at 3.5-
1.5: Olga Szekely. Rex Blalock, and Andre Osumi. The Class A prize
went to Emery Kighley and Kenneth Cockrell. Scott Greeson was beet C.
and John Rogers was 2nd in that class. Cliff Hyatt and Randy Altman
were awarded the Class B and Class D prizes, respectively.

We are again advertising for the state correspondence chess
championship. Entry fee will probably be set at $10.00. Interested
participants should send their names only (no money yet) to this
writer (address on back of issue). If there is adequate interest,
we will send tournament details later and get underway.

The South Carolina Open is a Grand Prix this year! See the ad
elsewhere in this issue, and in the next Chess Life. Dates for that
event are June 6-7. We have tentatively reserved the Tremont for
October 3-4. In deference to a majority vote last year, we will
probably drop the Friday starting date, and play only on Saturday and
Sunday.

USCSmembership continues to grow, but there is acrimony among
some of the top elected officers. Such acrimony is as old as
organized chess, but I’ve never fully understood why it tends to
emerge.

Regarding the proposal. for direct elections, which Lee Hyder
discusses elsewhere in the issue, I will remind readers that. I
proposed a compromise approach at last year’s delegates’ meeting, I
felt then, and still do, that the direct election issue should be
first tried at the state and regional level, before leaping to the top
national level. Thereare serious problens whicheust be ironed out
in direct election proposals; so a step-by-step approach seems more
prudent.



1992ScholasticTournaments

AReportby John McCrary

HARRISON, PtJRVIS WIN SCHOLASTIC TITLES

by John McCrary

South Carolina has two new state champions. Bryce Harrison
has repeated as S.C. state high school champion, while Jae Mm
Purvis (son of long-time Palmetto Chess Club member Danny
Puravis) took the state middle school championship.

Both young men had tough competition; but both prevailed
with 4-0 scores. David Dowty, Jr. took second place in the high
school event, his otherwise perfect score being marred only by a
draw with Alex Brown. A four-way tie for lthird plaace in the
high school tourney included Eric Dobson, Ji Chang, Mike
Heogarty, and Art Tompkins. Stratford High School took the
team prize.

Following Purvis in the middle-school event were Shabeeb
Tauhid, Raymond Dowty, James R. Hess. and Michael Hatcher, all
with 3-1 scores. Hess was honored as best elementary school
player, followed by Adam Latham and David B. Williams, as second
place elamentary players. College Park Middle School of Ladson
took the team trophy home with them.

a companion event from eight adult players resulted in a three-
way tie among Bill Corbett, David Williams, and Bill Floyd.

A total of 50 players competed in the three tournaments, all
held March 14 at Richland Fashion Mall in Columbia. The mall

provided an ideal playing site, an empty store-space at the end
of the mall, next to a bookstore. Richland Fashion Mall is a
beautiful double-decker mall with glass elevators, rooftop and
garage parking,, and a huge, beautiful food court (now the base
of the Palmetto Chess Club).

The tournaments brought 27 new scholastic and youth members
to the USCF. One hopes that all these new members will begin to
sample the rich world of organized chess and its literature.

Special thanks go to Clyde Smith, Bill Carver, Dean
Roesner, Bill Corbett, and others who brought vanloade with them.
Those folks make it all possible.



As we have receivedno gamesfrom
our membersfor publication in this
issue, this column will feature a
remarkablegamefrom EnPossam,the
publication of the Pittsburgh Chess
Club. The detailednotesprovidedby
the winnerareof a quality rarelyseen;
andthe gameitself isremarkable.The
U. S. Champion, Gata Kamsky, is
defeatedby an amateurwho rarely
plays in tournaments!

Thewinnerof the gameis Vivek Ran.
a young Pennsylvanianwho is now a
graduatestudentin physicsat the Univ.
of Illinois, andthe gamewasplayedin
the 1991 Pan-AmericanIntercollegiate
Championships. Perhapsthe first
wonderis that Kamsky, the absolute
professional,was persuadedto play
first boardfor Brooklyn College in an
amateurevent. Play he did, and his
successesalong with his teammates
carriedthem into this matchwith the
Illini, who eventuallywon theevent.

Perhaps,though, this was not that
muchof a surprise. I first saw Rao in
the 1985 U. S. Openwhen he was a
teenager,and watchedhim play therea
drawagainstSpassky. Lastyear in the
Pan-Am he played for Harvard and
defeatedIlys Gurevichon the way to
first place for his team.He’sprobably
as muchof a chesstalent asthe U. S.
hasproducedin the last decade,buthe
haschosentodevelophis othertalents
first. Whocanblamehim?

Rao-Kamsky,Gruenleld Defense
(Notesby Ran)

I d4 NM 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 d5 4
cxd5 NxdS 5 e4 Nxc3 6 bxc3 Bg7
Bc4
This is the “old” exchangevariation.
White hastwo importantalternatives:
(a) 7 Nf3 c5 8 Rb1(or 8 Be3) 0-0 9
Be2 cxd4 (or 9--b6, or 9--Nc6 10 d5
NeS 11 Nxe5 Bxe5 12 Qd2 intending
f4, slightly betterfor White.) 10 cxd4
QaS 11 Bd2!? Qxa2 12 0-0, a
controversialpawn sacrifice;
(b) 7 Be3 c5 8 Qd2, as in the recent
Kasparov-Karpovmatch. Whitedelays
NOto avoid Black’s Bg4.
7--cS S NeZ Nc6 9 Be3 0-0 10
0-0 Qc7
l0--Bg4 II 13 NaS is more common
nowadays. Herearesomepossibilities:
(a) 12 Bal7+ Rxf7 13 (xg4 (theSeville
variation) RafI. 14 KatI Qd6 (14--
cxd4 15 cxd4eS 16 d5 is also played.
but I like White’s protected passed
pawnand good bishop.) 15 e5 Qd5.
Play often revolves around whether
White canshutout theg7 bishopwith a
timely g5.
(b) 12 Bd3 cxd4 13 cxd4 Be6 14 d5
Bail 15 Qial f6, a much-analyzed
exchangesacrifice.
(c) 12 Bd3 cxd4 14 cxd4 Be6 14 Ret
Bxa2 15 Qa4Be6 16 d5 Bd7 17 Qb4,
whenthe misplacedBlack N and strong
White Centergive White goodcompen-
sationfor the P
11 RhI!?
The basisof my preparation(an hour
beforethe game!)More commonis 11
Rd Rd8 12 Bf4 (there are many
alternatives)Qd7 13 d5 Na5 14 Bd3.
The recent invention 11 Rbl enables
BbS in somevariationsand pressures
the b-pawn, which could become
backwardafterdxc5.
11--b6!?
Black equalizesafter I 1--Bg4 (II--
Bd7!?) 12 13 Bd7 13 dxc5 NaS 14 Bb5
(continuednextpage)

GAMES
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Games,Continued

Rfd8 15 Qa4 eS! (to keepthe N outof
d4) 16 Bxd7 Rxd7 17 Rfdl Rad8 18
Rxd7 Rxd7 19 Rd1 Rxdl 20Qxdl Nc4
21 Bf2 BfS 22 Qd5 Nb2 23 Nd
(Lautier-Kozul,Biel, 1991) Na4.
12 dxc5
Unknown to me. Kamsky had already
reachedthis positionagainstLautierin
Belgrade,1991. That gamecontinued
12 13 Rd8 13 Bf4 Qb7 14 d5 NaS 15
BbS Bd7 16 Qc2eS 17 Bg5 f6 18 Bh4
Bxb5 19 RibS Nc4 20 Qd3 Nd6,and
Black won in50 moves.
12--NeS
Black aims for play aginst the weak
qucensidepawns. After 12--bxc5 13
Qa4 (or 13 Bxc5?Rd8 14 Qc2 NeS)
Bd7 14 Qa3, the c-pawn will
eventually fall. In the New York
Times Robert Byrne gives 13 Rb5!
with a clearadvantage.
13 Bd5 Rb8 14 cxb6 axb6 15 Qa4
(To stop—Ba6) e6 16 Bb3 Bb7 17
13 RfcS 18 Rfdl Bc6 19 Qa6
Coaxing--b5, which restrictsBlack’s
QB.
19--BeS 20 Bd4 hS 21 Qa3 BiB
22 Qcl Nc6 23 QgS
Giventime, White will play Nf4-h5.
23—eS 24 Be3 NaS 25 Bd5
Maybe 25 Rd5 is better.
25 --Nc4 26 BI2 Be7 27 Qh6 Nb6
28 Bb3 Nc4
Black hascleverly maneuveredthe B
from d5 tob3.
29 Kb! 8d7 30 Nc!
I did not seehow to use my extra P
and was willing to take a draw after
30--Na3 31 Bxf7+ Kxt7 32 Qxh7+:
(a) 32--Ke6 33 Qxg6+ Bf6 34 QfS+
Ke7 35 Bc5+! Qxc5 36 Rd7+ Ke8 37
Q~+ Be?38 Nd3! andWhitewins;
(b) 32—Kf6 33 Bh4 g5 34 BxgS+ KigS
35 Qe7+wins;
(c) 32—Ke8 33 Qxg6* Kf8 34 Be3
wins;
(d) 32--Kf8! 33 Be3 Be6’ and White

shouldtake the perpetualcheckwith 34
Bh6+ KeS 35 Qh8+.
Byrnenotesthat 30--Bf8 31 Qg5 Na3
32 Ral Qc3?losesto 33 Bxfl+! Kxf7
34 Rd7+ Ke8 35 Rxh7! Rc6 36 Nb3.
Also possiblewas 31 Rb2 BIB, with a
complicatedposition.
30--OdS 31 h4 BiB 32 QgS Be7
33 QhS BiB 34 Qg5 Be7 35 Qg3
Sincemy N is gettinginto play, I play
for a win.
35-.Qc736 Nd3 Be6 37 Nh4
IndendingNd5. White is betterafter
37--Na3 38 Bxe6 fxe6 (38--Nbl 39
Nd5 and40 BcS) 29 Rb3. Byrnegives
the crisper 39 Rbcl Bb4 44) cxb5Qxcl
41 Rxcl Rxcl+ 42 Kh2 Nc4 43 QgS
Rc2 44 Bc5 Re8 45 Qf6 Ra2 46 h5!
with a winningattack.” Here 45 h5

K17 46 Qh6 looksevenfaster.
37--IJxb4 38 cxb4 f6 39 BcS RdB
40 012 Kg7 41 Qe2
With two B’s and an extra P, White
shouldwin. Now 42 a4 is threatened.
4!—Q17 42 RxdS Rxd8 43 Rd!
RaS 44 Re! (intending a4) Ra3
(foiled again!) 47 Rdl RaS (Black
cannotallow 48 Rd8) 48 RI!
White needsto open a secondfront.
Black is vulnerable on the dark
squares,especiallyf6, sincehe hasno
B of that color.
48--h6 49 14 Rd8 50 a4? hxa4?
We tradeblunderson the last move of
the timecontrol. 50 fxe5 Nxe551 Bd4
was better for White. After 50 a4?
Nd2 51 Bxe6 Qxe652 f5 theposition
is unclear.
SI Bxa4 HaS (51--Nd2I) 52 Bh3
exf4 (52--Ra353 IxeS Nxe5 53 Bxe6
Rxc3 55 Bxfl Nxf7 56 Bd4 is better
for White.) 53 Bxc4! Bxc4 54 Rxf4
Now the Pf6 must fall--White
threatens55 Rf6! Qxf6 56 Bd4.
54--Ra6 55 eS BdS 56 Rxr6 Rxr6
57 exl6+ KgB 58 QeS Qd7
(Threatening59--Qh3!) 59 Kg!!
Since g3 will be necessaryto savethe
g-pawn,gl-12-e3isthe shortestpath to
the center. (Continued next page)
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Games, Continued

59—Bc6 60 Qe7 Qxe7 61 31e7
This opposite-colorbishopending is a
win becausethe passedpawnsare so
far apart. 61 fxe7 may also win.
61—Kf7 62 Kf2 Ke6 63 g3 g5
63 BeS64 Ke3 Kd5 65 BIB hS 66 Kf4
alsoloses.
64 hxg5 hxg5 65 Ke3 BbS 66
Kd4 Be2 67 KeS g4 65 bS Kd7 69
b6 113 70 Bd6 Ke6 71 114 Be4
72 17 Kit’? 73 Kd6 1-0
Kamsky resigned,since the b-pawn
will costhim his B, andzugzwangwill
costhim the g-pawn.

Judit’s Games

That remarkable young player, Judit
Polgar, recentlybecamethe youngest
grandmasterin chesshistory. Hereare
some of her gamesfrom theHungarian
Championship of last year that
qualified her.

Judit is now 16 years old, and is
beginning to attract quite a bit of
attention,even in the United States.
After a recentspoton theCBSevening
news, in which shewas featured,any
numberof peopleaskedme, “Did you
see that girl who plays chess on TV?
Alas, I didn’t, but I think it won’t be
the lasttime.

Polgar - Grosipeter
Sicilian Defense

1.e4c5 2.N13 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4
Nf6 5.Nc3 Nc66.Bg5 Bd7 7.Qd2RcS
8.f4 Nxd4 9.Qxd4 QaS lOeS dieS
I1.fxe5 e6 12.0-0-0Bc6 13.Bc4 Nd7
14.Rhel h6 15.Bd2 Qc5 16.Qf4 gS
17.QfI Bg7 I8.h4 Nxe5 19.Bb3 0-0
20.hxg5 higS 21.Qe2 Ng6 22.QhS
QIS 23.g4Qf6 24.Bxg5 Nf4 25.Qh4

Qg6 26.Bxf4 b5 27.Qh5 Qxh5
28.gxh5 aS 29.a3 B!) 30.Rd3 Bxh5
31.Rg3 b4 32.axb4axb4 33.Ne4Bg6
34.Rxg61-0

Polgar. Sax
Sicilian Defense

1.e4 cS 2.N13 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4
Nf6 5.Nc3 Nc6 6.Bg5 e6 7.Qd2 Be7
8.0-0-0 Nxd4 9.Qxd40-0 l0.f4 QaS
11.Bc4 Bd7 12.Rhel Bc6 13.Bb3 Rfe8
14,f5 exf5 15.e5 dieS 16.Rxe5Qc7
17.Rxf5 Rad8 18.Qc4 RxdI+ 19.Nxdl
Bd8 20.Ne3 Qd7 21.Rf2 h6 22.Rd2
Qxd2+ 23.Kxd2 Ne4+ 24.Kdl Bxg5
25.Qxf7+Kh8 26.Nd5Nd6 27.012b5
28.Nf4 Rd8 29.Kel Re8+30.Kdl Rd8
31.Nd3 Nc4 32.Qc5 Bxg2 33.Bxc4
b,tc4 34.Qxc4 Re8 35.Q17 Re7
36.QfB+ Kh7 37.Qf5+ KgB 38.h4 Bf6
39.Nf4 Be4 40.Qc8+ Kh7 41.Nd5
BidS 42.QfS+ Kh8 43.QxdS ReS
44.QbSRd8+45.Ke2 Bxh4 46.c4Bg3
47.b4 RIB 48.Qa5 g5 49.Qxa7 Bf4
S0.Qe7Rg8 5l.a41-0

Telnal - Polgar
SicilianDefense

l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4cxd44.Nxd4 a6
5.Nc3 Qc7 6.f4 b5 7.Bd3 Bb7 8.Qt3
Nf6 9.Be3 Nc6 10.0-0-0b4 I l.Nce2
NaS 12.g4 dS 13.eS Nd7 14.KbI Nc4
15.Bcl 0-0-0 16.h4 NcS 17.b3 Na3+
ISKal f6 19.c3 fxe5 20.fxe5 Nc4
21.Nxe6NxeS 22.Qg3 Nxe6 23.Bf5
Kb8 24.Bxe6 bxc3 25.Nxc3 d4
26.Rhfl Bb427.Na4RheS 28.Bf5 Bc6
29.Bd2g6 30.BbI Bxa4 31.bxa4Bc3+
32.Bxc3Qxc3+ 33.Qxc3dxc3 34.Rcl
Rc8 35.Rf4 RcS 36.Rb4+Ka7 37.Rb3
RecS 38.Be4 R8c7 39.RcbI Nc6
40.Bxc6 R5xc6 41.Rb4 Rc4 42.a3
Rxb443.axb4Rc4 44.hS aS 45.hxg6
hxg6 46.Ka2 Rxb4 47.Rgl g5 48.Ka3
Kb6 0-I
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UniversalSuffragein Chess?

Is.nw

A group of chessplayers,who call
themselvesthe “Friendsof theUSCF”,
are promoting the causeof direct
electionof USCF officers. Presently
the Federation’sofficersareelectedby
about350 voters,mostly chosenby the
several state chessorganizations,in
numbersproportional to their USCF
memberships. South Carolina, for
example,hastwo, andtheseare setby
our Constitution to be our President
andVice-President.Largerstateshave
more votes to distribute among their
officersandorganizers.The“Friends”
claim that ‘this system is inherently
undemocratic,andproposethat the By-
Laws be amendedto let all the
membersvote. Thisposition has been
supportedby a numberof organizers
from aroundthe country, but so far
not by a majorityof the StateDelegates
who can make the changes. (John
McCrary is our one Delegate.) So far
asI know, though,no one hasmadean
effort to seek the opinion of the
membershipastowhetherthey want to
be enfranchisedin this way. In this
issue we are makingsuchan effort, so
that at least South Carolina can be
heardfrom. We’ll startby statingthe
question,summarizingthe arguments
as your Editor understandsthem, then
will provide somebackgroundmaterial
that may be useful, and take a vote.
Fair enough?

In order to be clear as to what the vote
is about,let’s stateit in this manner:

Resolved: That all USCF officers and
members of the USCF Policy Board
shall be elected by a plurality of votes
of the full individual members of the
Federation resident in the United
States and its territories and

possessio?Ls.

Thiswording is mine;I haven’tseena
specific proposalby anyoneelse. As
you cansee,I’ve eliminatedvoting by
junior memberspaying reduceddues,
and by peoplefrom other countries.
These are fairly arbitrary decisions
that seemreasonabletome, in that they
remove a couple of possible
controversies.

Presentlytheofficersof theFederation
include a President,Vice-President,
Secretary,Treasurer,and three At-
Large Membersof the Policy Board.
They are ele~tedfor three-yearterms;.
one At-Large Memberis electedeach
year, and the four titled officers are
electedin the sameelectionat three
yearIntervals,

Arjumentr 5or tile Cilai~e

Proponentsof thechangeargueon the
basisof the democraticideal,andsome
claim further that the current system
hasgiven rise to anentrenchedsystem,
a kind of old-boy network. (This
conceptshouldnotbe a strangeoneto
SouthCarolinians.) This is claimedto
be badfor themembershipas a whole,
in that the officers respondto the
specialinterestsof the smallnumberof
organizerswho electedthem.

Arguments.~gas1ut tile Change

Argumentsfor the statusquo include
the premise that representative
democracy is in fact fair and
reasonable;the greatersimplicity and
lower cost of the existing system
comparedto a systemof universal
voting; and the argument that the
limited numberof voters are more
likely to be acquainted with the
(Continuednext page)
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UniversalSuffragein Chess?
(Continued)

candidates and issues than the
membershipasa whole.An advantage
would be gained by incumbentswho
could control ChessLife and other
USCFmedia. Oneconsequencemight
be that individuals widely known as
playersor organizerswould be more
likely to be elected than able
individualswhosework is known only
to the communityof organizers. This
could favor the most populousstates
andregions.

~(i*(den.~qenifas

It probably goeswithout saying that
theproponentsof this issueseeit as a
way of gettingtheir peopleinto office
without the necessityof convincingthe
existingelectors. Actually, some of
them have gainedoffice anyway,but
notenoughto catty a majorityon most
issues. This raisesthequestion: why
do they want to get into office? There
are two answers: an urgeto advance
U. S. chess;and the patronageof the
Federation. (The latter does not
excludethe former.)

It may come as a surpriseto most
membersthat there is a significant
amountof patronageCo be had from
the USCF. Consider, though, as an
exampleLarry Evans,the ChessLife
columnistwho is one of the strongest
proponentsof the change. Larry’s
column is very popular with the
readers,but he hassometimesbeenat
issue with the Editor over ratesof
paymentand the extent of editorial
control. The change might better
securehis position. Beyond this, the
USCF sendsofficers abroadon FIDE
business,selectsplayersfor play in
various international events, and
awardstournamentsto varioussites. A

10

majoreventsuchas the U. S. Opencan
meanthousandsof dollars to larger
cities suchasLos AngelesorChicago.

The patronageissue,of course;affects
all the factions. The peoplecurrently
enjoying USCF appointmentsand
favorsare strongly motivatedto keep
them. Neitherside is necessarilyon
the sideof the angels(or the devils) in
this respect.

Same*rinen* ~E.~7e,ience

1. Some years ago the SCCA
experimentedwithdirect mailelections
by the membership. The reasonwas
that only a fraction of the membership
attendsthe businessmeetingswhere
electionsare held. Therewas a real
concern that the majority of the
membersweredisenfranchised.

As it turns out, fewerpeoplevotedby
mail thanwere normally present at the
businessmeeting. On this basis the
concept was abandonedand the
practice of voting at the business
meetingwasreinstated.

2. Your Editor belongsto a national
professionalorganizationthat notonly
electsits Presidentby directmail ballot
of its membership,(approximately
twice the USCFmembership)but does
soannually. Most other officersare
also electedby a similar ballot, but
many of theserepresenta geographical
areaand are electedby membersonly
in that area.

This system uses a nominating
committee that selectstwo qualified
candidatesfor eachoffice. Additional
candidatesmay be addedby petition,
andthis is occasionallydone.Theyare,
of course,peoplewho have“paid their
(Continuednext page)



UniversalSuffragein Chess?

dues”by working in committees,local,
and regional positions,etc., so that
their ability hasbecomeknown to the
NominatingCommittee.This isequally
true of the petition candidates,who
must haveconvinceda significantbody
of membersof their qualifications. In
short,this is a systemthat dependson
the Old Boy Network, at leastas much
asthe currentUSCFsystem.

At the time of electioneach member
sees a brief biography of each
candidate,alongwith his/herstatement
of position on importantissues. (The
statementstend to be very general,
sweeping,and in favor of Good
Things. Theseare, after all, smart
people.) Unlesssomeoneraisesa Real
Issue(thishashappened,but rarely), it
is hardtochooseamongtheseeminent
people. Nor, does the choice ever
seem to matter very much. The
candidatesin this caseare generally
competentpeoplewho are notseeking
their own interests,and sotheydo the
bestthey can.

Summation

A varietyof conclusionscanbedrawn
from the above,but the bottom line is
whether or not y~n want to vote.
Simply becauseno one else is being
polled on this issue, you South
CarolinaUSCFmemberscouldhavean
unusualinfluenceon it. If you think it
is hightime you hada vote,indicateso
on the enclosedcard and get it in the
mail. If you think you would rather
notbe botheredandthecurrentsystem
is fine, sendin yourvote. If you think
that the whole issue isn’t worth a
stamp, or you can’t make up your
mind, your silencesayssomethingtoo.

--Footnote:

There is one seat on the USCFPolicy
Board up for election this year, and a
hotcampaignseemsto be in prospect.
The main issuesappear to revolve
around our FIDE representation,and
Don Schultz of Florida, who has
servedfor a long time in FIDE posts,
is one of the candidates. This is an
exampleof an issuethat the members
as a whole probablywould havelittle
informationabout. As it is, it appears
likely that we who arevoting members
will be deluged with direct mailings
and telephonecalls from Schultz, his
opponent Nigel Eddis, and their
friends. TheFloridaChessAssociation
has already sent me a mailing
supportingSchultz.

One issue that would be of great
importanceto the membershipis the
cost of dues.The Policy Board put a
$10duesincreasebeforetheDelegates
at last year’s annual meeting,and it
was voted down. It doesn’tseemto
have beenneeded.Thanks to good
managementand perhapssome good
fortune, the Federationdid well last
year, staying within its budget and
gaining members. The Board has
announcedthat they will support this
dues increaseagain this year. Our
DelegateMcCrary will be voting on
thisin Michigan in August.

Meanwhile,the Policy Boardmeetings
are beginning to resemble a Marx
Brothers movie,with shouting,name-
calling, and other slapstick comedy.
There are accusations that the
Presidenthasbeenabusinghis expense
account;he has written a letter to the
voting membersdefendinghis actions.
This year’s annualmeetingsmay be a
real zoo! 11



PALMElTO CHESS CLUB NEWS
By Bill Floyd

ThePalmettoChessClub meetseachTuesday
and Thursdayin the food court at Richland
FashionMall. The site is comfortable and
providesafar quieterenvironmentthan you
might expect. We meet from 7:00 PM until
10:30PM(or later). On manyThursdays,we
play a USCF ratedgame (time controls of
Game/70).This allows us to completeagame
beginning at about 8:00 PMbefore 10:30PM.

Weare aboutto beginanewseriesof events
that will be ratedby the United StatesChess
Federationusing a anasrazn....za1lng.jyaI~m
This will be for gamesplayedatGame/15.
This will be totally separatefrom theregular
systemandwill haveno effecton yourregular
~•jj•~ Wewill hold tournamentsof this type
on Tuesdaynights. USCF hasnamedibis
“Quick Chess”.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Midlands Open — 5SS (35/90, Game/60)
April 11 & 12 -- call 787-3343 for details.
Prizefund is $ 1,000basedon52players.

Tuesday“Quick”ie # 1 555, Game/ISMid!
ZLnLL!~..1barP. Entry feeS3. Registration
closesat 7:55 PM sharp. We cannotstop to
redopairingsas therejust will not beenough
time. If six or fewer enter,we will play a
round robin instead. To beratedundernew
separateUSCF rating system. All pairings
will be doneimmediatelyafter theroundsand
gamesneedto bestartedon time.

NEW FACES:
For thoseof youwho haven’tbeenin awhile,
thereareseveralnewfacesat theclub. Olga
and Zoltan Szekely, formerly of Hungary,
have beencoming for about three months.
Olga is a2100ratedplayer in Hungary.After
her first two tournamments,she has a
rovisional ratingof roughly2050. Zoltan is

11essactive in chessbut hasa ratingof about
1700.

We alsowelcomeBennie Isaacwho hasbeen
coming for severalmonthsandhasbecomea
regular-- hejust doesn’thavearatingyetso I
didn’t list him below.

Another newcomer is our “1400 rated
GrandMaster”Jerry Eldridge. The 1400 is
ourestimate,theGM is his.

REGUlARS:
No club would survive without a core
contingentof regulars. Theseinclude (with
approximateratings):

Harry Abrams
Andre Osumi
OlgaSzekely
BobFolts
HenryWhite

K~e
Oody
Hyatt

Bill Floyd
Jay King
JohnMcCrary
JohnRogers
JohnRoberts
DaveAmos
ClarenceTichenor
RandyAltman
Jeff an er
Mary McCrnry

2.100
2,050
2.050
1.850
1.825
1,820
1.780
1.750
1.650
1,600
1,550
1.525
1,500
1,480
1,150
1,000
1,000

As you see, there Is someonehere to play
anyone, so don’t let your rating (or lack
thereof)keepyou away.

•IRREGUL&RS”:
No organIzerwould haveajob withoutacore
contingentof irregulars.Theseare players
thatjust don’tcomeenough. Theseinclude:

CharlesWalter
JimmyHill
DannyPurvis
DavidCaIdwell
Keith Eubanks
SamPlayfair
Bill Bland
Pani Wickramaslnghe
AndyJackson
JimClark
JacMm Purvis
JoelHudson

2.430
2,050
1,950
1.900
1.760
1,650
1,650
1,550
1,500
1,400
1.400
1,200

Thereare others,of course,but thesestand
out in my mind as being “almost” regulars
fromtimeto time.

(ContinuedNext Page)
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Floyd, Continued

CLUBCHAMP:
The PCC Championshipwas won by Andre
Osumi with a scoreof 5-0. Thirteen players
participatedin this year’sevent. Therewere
two key games. In them, Andre lucked out
againstboth HarryAbramsandOlgaSzekely.
This guy has an extra horseshoestuffed
somewberelI

FINANCES (CLUB CHUMP):
I often get asked “What arethe entry fees
for?” Wdl, this newslettercosts6 cents(8 if
in color) eachto print and29 centsto mail.
Typically, I mail out 100copiesandhandout
25 for a total cost of $36.50. Also, a typical
tournamentcosts $10.00 to rate and get a
cross-table.Sincenooneseemsto wantdues,
thosewho play, are thosewho pay. Thanks
for your support.

TOURNAMENTDIRECTORS:
We needat leastonemore club tournament
director. As you can tell, its avery lucrative
business?l Seriously, we do need more
layerslntcrestedin this aspectof thegame.

simple to becomea director. Let me
knowif you areinterested.

1992 LAND OF THESKY:
The 1992 edition of theLandof theSky, held
in Asheville, NC was somewhat of a
disappointment to the organizers as
attendancewas down almost 25% and they
lost about$2,000on theevent. However,the
Palmetto ChessClub was not part of the
problem as we were well-represented by
Osumi, White, Oody, Folts, Hyatt, Rogers,
Roberts, Amos and myself. While I on
haveeve~one’sresults,I know Henry White
andJohnRogersboth did well andKyle Qody
was in contentionuntil hewithdrewprior to
thelastround(boothissl).

For those of you who are InterestedIn bIg
tournaments,this onehasa lot to offer andI
recommendit to you next year. This year’s
eventwasheldat theRadisson,which is in the
heart of the city, and was much more
conduciveto achesstournamentatmosphere.
PrioreventshavebeenheldattheGrovePark
Innwhich is a“tad stuffy” for uschessplayers.

The South CarolIna ChessAssociation got
back an old member at this event. Opie
Lindsayfrom RockHill rejoinedwhile there.
I was alsoable to hand out about100 flyers
for the Midlands Open. With ChessLife
coverage,over 150 flyersmailedandover200
handedout at variousevents,this shouldbea
verywell-attendedtournament.

MEETINGS:
The club meetson Tuesdaysand Thursdays
from 7:00 PM (or earlier) in front of the
SbarosPizza in the Richland Fashion Mall
Food Court. I specify the exact location
becausethefood court is so largethatpeople
havecome and missedus! Onenight shortly
afterwe startedmeeting here,two separate
groups of us met on opposite sides of the
placeanddidn’t eventind eachotheruntil we
wereleaving.

Westayuntil 10:30PM or laterbut you must
~et In before the outside doors are locked
around9:00 PM -- gettingout is easy). The

lastfood placeIs usuallyclosedby 7:00PM,so
if youwant to eathere,comeearly.

GAME OFTHEMONTH:
Wheredo you digup thegamesto analyzeif
nobody givesyou gamesand you haven’t had
anyroodoneslately? Well, in my case,I just
dig into my archivesandfind someoldie but
goodie. This time, I dug up a gamefrom the
1984 CharlestonClassic. While this wasone
will not win any “best game” awards, the
resignationpositionwasinteresting.

Bill Floyd - PatHart (2120)
CharlestonClassic,August,1984
King’s IndianAttack

1 e4eS
2 N13d6
3~3~6
4 gB~7

6 c3 Nf6
7d30.0
8 h3 Rb8
9 Be3 Qc7
10 Qd2Rd8
lIBh6Bh8

I2Na3bS
13 Rfel Nd7
14 RabIb4
l5Nc4bxc3
16bxc313a3
l7Ne3Qa5
iBRel NceS
19 Nxe5 Nxe5
2ONd5Rd7
21 Rbl R7b7??
22 Diagram

... andafterWhite’s move,which you should
be able to easily figure out, Black (Hart)
resigns!l

WI WiMi



Floyd, Continued

BOOKUP 7

I recentlyboughta copy of Bookup 7, the
positionalchessdatabaseadvertisedin Chess
1..fr for thelast coupleof years(andmarketed
by thesameoutfit that sells Zarkov, which I
alsohave). Unlike my recentcommentson
Zarkov (which I like ye~ much), I do not
think much of Bookup 1. 1 haven’t spent
enoughtimewith it tobe anexpert,but I have
notedthefollowing.

First,it will makeagood programmerthrow
up, it hassuchapoor userinterface. Second,
i reallycan be aggr’awa1n~in thatit’s very easy
to losedata. While my experiencecertainly
won’t be typical,my newcat (andno, I didn t
kill him)jumpedon topof my computerwhile
I wasworking in adatabasethat I hadspent
two hoursbuilding. He somehowshortedout
themonitorcard. Assresult,llostthewhole
file. In themanualtheydowarnthat this can
happen,so it wasn’tjust a freakthing. There
is simply adesignproblemwith file handling.
Thiswould be moretolerableif therewa~an
autosave,or evenan easyway to manually
save,but you haveto log all theway out and
savemanuallyandthenreloadtheprogram--no
speedytaskeither,asit loadsveryslowly. I
havealsolost files in more “routine~waysasa
resultof this shortcoming.

A third shortcoming, certainly worthy of
mention,is thatit is fairly easyto typeoveran
existingmovein anygivenpositionanddelete
an entire line with all related analysis.
Actually, on adayto daybasis,this is probably
itsgreatestshortcoming. At leastthis is not
permanent,asputtingjust theone movetyped
overbackfrom thesameposition bringsback
all theanalysis,which wasstill there-- it was
just hidden, like an extra wall built in a
pathwayin amazecouldhideswholesection
of themaze.

Now that I havetold you all the warts,I still
planto keepit (it hasamoneybackguarantee),
as it doesexactly what I want it to -- that is,
keepup with all my games,andbeableto keep
analysistreesof all similar games,just as if
theywereanalysisof thelamegamell

It alsoallows portsofany positionto Zarkov
for furtheranalysis.

It ft ft ft

WHAT’S GNU?
Theansweris: freecomputerchessfor PC
ownm. I recentlydownloadedtheprogram
known as GNUChessfromtheGeniebulletin
board,andobtainedas part of thepackage the
following explanation:

“GNU Chess,copyright 1987, 1988. 1989,
1990 by Stuart Cracraft”

“GNU Chessis a communalchessprogram.
Contributors donatetheir time andeffort in
order to make it a stronger,better, sleeker
program. Contributions take many forms:
interfaces to high-resolution displays, opening
book treatises,speedupsof the underlying
algorithms,additionsof extraheuristics.These
contributionsarethendistributedto thelarge
user-basesothatall mayenjoy thefruitsofour
labor.Theoriginal andcontinuingpurposeof
this projectis to permanentlyendtherampant
hoardingof computerchesssoftware that has
beenthecasefor thepast20years.

“Many people have contributed to GNU
Chess.Theircontributionshave improvedthe
programfrom beingapstzer(weakprogram)
to being a ;randpatzer(decently strong
program).In its growth sinceinitial release,
GNU Chesshas gone from approximately
classD to strongmasterstrength.It beatsthe
Fidelity Mach 3 (USCF 2265)ratherhandily
whenrun on aSparc-I (RISC). Sincethese
types of RISC chips arebecoming fairly
common, theageof “master chessin your
computer lab” is now a reality. From there, it
will be a short hop to master chess in your
homewith FSFsoftware.

Theversionsfor PC’s arenotofficially GNU
chess;it’s written for largermachines. I
obtainedtheMacintoshversion,but aversion
for the IBM PC is also availablefrom the
ChessHorizonsBBS andothersources.

My first look at theMacversionsuggeststhatit
is not quite up to thecommercialprograms
suchasChessmaster2100. Onereasonis the
opening book, which is quite limited.
Nonetheless,it’s achallengingopponent;and
the price is tight!

14 --lee Hyder



Grandmnaster from Oregon
The Life andGamesof ArthurDake,
by CaseyBush

Reviewby JamesSchroeder

This is the chessbook of the year! It
has excellent printing and binding,
large diagrams, more than 50
annotatedgames,32 photographs.It is
bound in a plastic cover;gamemoves
are in bold type, andnotesin lighter
type. 130 pages.

Mr. Bush is not a chessmaster,but he
hadthegoodsenseto solicit theadvice
of masterswhenpreparingthisbook

The subjectof this book, Arthur Dake,
is our oldestGrandmaster.He learned
to play chesswhen he was 17 years
old, and becamea grandmasterin a
few years(although the title was not
officially grantedfor many years--
ed.). He playedon the U. S. World
Championshipteamsin 1931, 1933,
and 1935, scoring27 wins, 4 losses,
and 14 draws.

As a “natural” playerDakeplayedfor
complicationsand produceddouble-
edgedgames,going for the win at all
times and despisingthe draw. And
why not? He sayshewas“very cocky”
when he was young,but with reason:
he should have won his first game
against Capablanca,and he won from
Alekhin, and most of the othergreat
playersof the pro-warera. His most
famous game was the win against
Alekhin at Pasadena,1932. Alekhin

admiredDakeandhis aggressivestyle
of play, and they spent much time
socializing, so this is one of his few
lossesthat did not greatlyupsetthe
thenWorld Champion.

Married in 1936, Dake found it
impossibleto makea decentliving at
chess. He returnedto Portland,and
became a part-time player--but he
always played at the Graudmaster
level, as his even score against
Lilienthal in the 1946 USA-USSR
radio matchproved.

Dake usually answered 1 e4 with e5,
and it servedhim well. (Oncea player
learns the theory of double KP
openingshe canplay them all his life
with confidence.) As prove of his
universal style, he won a great
positional gamefrom Ken Rogoff at
Lone Pine in 1976, andagreattactical
game from Kamran Shirazi in New
York in 1988!

My main interestinchessliteraturehas
alwaysbeenthe “historyical” aspect.
This is not a typo; I look for the story
of the player through first hand
anecdotes.I’ve readeverybook of this
type I could get, and this is the best.
While his great ambition and
competitivenessmadeDake a great
player,this doesnotcarryoverinto his
personalcomments. He admits that
Reshevskywasthebetterplayer,and is
modestin his othercomments. How
diferent this is from the “how greatI
am” style of most Grandmasters.

The Dake book is sold by Schroeder
for $20. He may be contactedat 2921
S. E. Alder St., #2, Portland, OR
97214.
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My System by Aron Nimzowitsch

21st Century Edition, Edited by Lou
Hayes,with an introductionby Yasser
Seirawan; Hays Publishing, Dallas,
1991. Reviewedby LeeHyder.

Let’s start by stipulating two things:
this is one of the classicworks on
chess, which should be read and
studiedby everyseriousplayer. Much
of what is considered common
knowledgein modernchesswas first
clearly explainedin this book. The
first two-thirds consistsof exposition
and instruction, and the remainder
containsfifty annotatedgames.

What else is there to say, then? WhenI
saw that Mr. Hayeshad edited the
previous edition,the first thing I did
was pull out my 1947 (First revised)
edition, and start making comparisons.

Item one: Why “Nimzowitsch”? The
1947 edition read“Nimzovich”. The
authorwas born a subjectof theCzar
in Riga, and he spelled his name in
Cyrillic charactersthat are generally
rendered in English as “Nimtsovich”
but in German as “Nimzowitsch”.
Hayes has, for reasonsunknown,
reverted to the German spelling, which
is bound to be mispronouncedby
English speakers. True, the book was
originally written and published in
German,but the original translation,
and many EnglishandAmericanworks
since, have preferred the English
transliteration. Why change it back?

Item two: Algebraic notation. It’s
ironic that the first edition was
translatedinto long Englishdescriptive
to makeit moreaccessibleto its public,
andnow it is changedbacktoalgebraic
for the samereason.

Item three: Forewords. The
translator’sremarksaregone,but they
are not a great loss. On the other
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hand,FredReinfeld’slongappreciation
of Nimzovich is more of a loss, not
leastbecausethe readerdoesnotget to
play throughthis gameby Nimzovich’s
father:

S. Nimzovich - Neumann,Riga 1899:
Muzio Gambit
1 e4 eS 2 f4 exf43 Nfl g5 4 Bc4 g45
0-0 exf36 Qxf3 Qf6 7 d3 Bg7 8 Nc3
Nc6 9 Bxf4 Nd4 10 Qf2 d6 11 Nd5
Qd8 12 e5 c6 13 Bg5 Qd7 14 Nc7”t
Qxc7 15 Bxf7+ Kd7 16Qf5+! Nxf5 17
e6++

Dadwasprettygood,andno doubthis
son learnedfrom him. You would,
however,neverhaveconfusedthis with
one of Aron’s games;,his System
scarcelydealswith gambits. At any
rate,Hayesjudgedthat he would rather
haveSeirawan’sbriefremarksthan the
Reinfeld discussion. (Also, it is just
possiblethat Reinfeld’s 1947 foreword
is still coveredby copyright and the
1930 translationof thetext is not.)

Whatelse? I haven’t done a page by
pagecomparison. Changesto thetext
are largely to convertfrom the more
formal language of the original
translationto a more colloquial style.
In myjudgmentmanyof thesechanges
are trivial and unnecessary, but they
don’t hurt. OneomissionI found, and
feel to bea real loss,is the omissionof
a long commentaryfollowing the 49th
illustrativegame,which containslarge
parts of two other games. This is not
just editing, but a significant
abridgment.

This new edition is an attractive
flexible coveredition, with goodclear
type and diagrams,a pleasureto read
anduse. Thecover is a bit garishand
cluttered,but thereis a good photoof
Nimzovichon it, whichwaslacking in
earlier editions. All in all, it is a good
production.



UNDERWATER CHESS
A 011 ofChess FIC/A,/7 by Lee /‘fyder

My opponent in the third round of the
Charlestontournamentwasunrated;but
he had scored 2-4), as I had, and he
played me a strong game; I was lucky to
win. Afterwards. wc found a table in
anotherroomandanalyzedFor a while. I
was impressedby his graspof the game;
he was the strongestunrati’d American
player I had ever met. Why, I asked,
didn’t hc havea rating?1-us answerwas
perfectly reasonable: Charleston is a
Navy port, and my opponent was a
sLil)marinecaptain.

“I’ve watnted to play in a ratedtourna-
ment for sometime, btil somehowthere
has never beenthe right opportunity. I
get to play a little clubchesswhen I’m in
jx)rt, bill therearean awful lot of other
things to catch tip on when you’ve been
at seafor monthsat atime.”

“I low do you keepLII) with thegame?”

“I takc books,andstudyin my off hours.
Chess has some tradition among sea-
mcii. you know. [vans was a captainof
a sailing ship when he invented his
(‘sanibit. l’crli;tps a long suhiiiarine cru—
ise t~ the ‘losesi thing now to trav’1
undersail. with ~L’cL%or iIlt)itlliS a~&iy
from land.

“No one to play with on boardthen?”

“I’m afraid I’m too good for my offi-
cers. I Ic ll~oii~lit for a moment and
smiled. “I (lid play an interestinggame,
once, undersomewhat unusualcircum-
stances.I’ll show it to you.” We set up
11w pieces.
“I’m captain of a missile boat. The
whale point of our existence is that we
have to be out there in secret; the
Soviets must nut know wherewe are.
We were out, on station, once, when
along comes a Soviet sub just cruising

around to see what he can lind. We
picked him up a longway off, and tried
to stay quiet, but it’s hard to hide
somethingashig asan weanliner under
the water. lie found its with his sonar,
andjust satthereby us.”
“Well, that’sit. We cottldnt outrun him,
so we went up to the surface to report
and radio for orders. i’he Russianfol-
lowed along a few hundredyards away.
But then camethe strangething. Just as
we were coming tip to the surface,my
sonarmanreportedthat the Russianwas
sendingwhat seemedto be a messageto
u~ in International Morse. Over and
over. thesame four characters: e2e4.”

it moment I was1)Iiizled. andthen
the light came on. and I told the
sonatrnanto iespondwith e7e5. Quick
asawink a reply cameback: giR”

“‘Ibis wastoo good to passup. I sent a
seamanto my quarters for my chessset,
and respondedb8cb. ‘l’lien I settled
down to seriousplay, knowing it would
take a while for naval headquartersto
decidewhatto do.” I Ic madethe moves:
I c’l uS 2 N13 Nc63 13c4Nf6 4 Ng5 d5 5
exd5bS 4) Bxh5 QxdS 7 Bxc6+ Qxc4~
‘1 hadn’t seen this line before, but I
knew it couldn’t be very good for While,
becauseit’s h~irdly everplayed. I thought
I must haveenougl for the pawn.

8 Q13e49 Qb3

“The books say that Bc5 is good for
Black here, and I agree,but I didn’t
knowthat then;andthe thoughtcameto
me, why not give him his threat and
makehim regretit?”

Q--h6!? 10 Qxl7+ Kd8 II Nh3 Bxh3 12
~ h3 e3! 13 Rfl exf2+ 14 Rxl2 136 15

fl(Gontinucdnextpage)
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