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“Words can never adequately convey the in-
credible impact of our attitude toward life.  
The longer I live the more convinced I be-
come that life is 10 percent what happens to 
us and 90 percent how we respond to it.” 
 
Charles R. Swindoll 
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     This President’s Page is 
to inform you of a mistake 
that I made while directing 
the South Carolina Cham-
pionships.  On Saturday 
October 30th, Dr. Ardaman 
properly requested byes for 
the rounds on Sunday.  
That is not what is in ques-
tion.  What is in question is 
my error in judgement re-
garding how the byes were 
treated after they were 
awarded.  Specifically, I 
did not want to set a prece-
dent of settling the state ti-
tle with byes, but in the 
confusion of the state meet-
ing, discussions with my 
assistants about whether to 
grant the byes etc, I failed 
to communicate this point 
to all the participants. The 
money was never in ques-
tion, thus all the cash prizes 
were distributed properly.  I 
inadvertently misled the 
participants in the champi-
onship section.  Moreover, 

I was incorrect to even con-
sider not letting the byes 
count towards the state ti-
tle.  Due to my error, Brent 
Bovay was wrongly 
awarded the title at the 
tournament site with 3½ 
points while Miles Arda-
man had 4 points.  This 
was not appropriate.  So 
after consulting with the 
SCCA officers, as well as a 
National Tournament Di-
rector who sits on the 
USCF Rules Committee, it 
was decided that the title 
had to be taken from Mr. 
Bovay and awarded to Mr. 
Ardaman.  This was done 
to protect the integrity of 
how the SCCA determines 
its champion. Thus, Arda-
man has been properly de-
clared as the Champion of 
South Carolina for 1999. 
   Please accept my sincere 
apologies for any trouble or 
misunderstanding that I 
may have caused. 

By Michael Spohn SCCA President 
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The View From “C” Level 
By Pete Danker 

T he phrase amaurosis scachistica literally means 
“chess blindness,” and refers to mistakes we all 
make during the course of a game.  It has come 

to be applied to those moves made by players of Master 
through Grandmaster levels which, after extensive 
analysis, proved to be not the best move.  They either 
missed a chance to win with a brilliant combination, or 
gain material, or did not foresee a coming attack.  Of 
course, when we “C” players do it, it is called a 
“blunder.”  Further, virtually every World Champion 
has been afflicted by this disorder.  But, the one thing 
most of these “weaker” moves have in common is this:  
they had a purpose for being made, but that is not what 
we are talking about today. 

What we are talking about in this article is the 
form of chess blindness that results in the inexplicable 
loss of material.  Unfortunately, we have all been 
stricken with this malady at one time or another. There-
fore, it stands to reason that there would be at least one 
occurrence at this year’s SC Open. 

I promised one of the participants in the game ano-
nymity, since these incidents cause understandable em-
barrassment. In fact, the position used on the following 
page has been altered to protect the innocent, but it 
makes exactly the same point. 

Now, here’s the scenario:  White has to make three 
moves to make the first time control, and his flag is 
clinging to the minute hand by its fingertips, hanging 
on for dear life.  Black has more than ten minutes on 
his clock.  White has been playing hurry-up chess, and 
making reasonably sound moves, but Black gets lured 
into White’s speed chess, and plays the unbelievable 

(C-Level continued on page 5) 
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(C-Level continued from page 4) 

move 1… Qb8??  Tragic. 
Here are a few things 

Black should have consid-
ered before touching a 
piece; (1)  avoid 1… 
Re1+, because White gets 
to quickly dispose of a 
move, (2) try to find a 
move White does not an-
ticipate and has not pre-
pared for, and (3) at least consider 1… Qe8.  Then, 
White must formulate a new line of attack in a very 
short time, and there is precious little left.  Instead, 
Black makes an inexplicable blunder.  Naturally, White 
makes his time control, and Black soon resigned. 

Why did he do this?  What was he thinking?  No-
body knows . . . not even the player himself, but he is 
certainly old enough to know better.  However, if there 
is a lesson in this for the rest of us, it may be this:  no 
one is exempt from the malady of AS.  Remember the 
basics when your opponent is in severe time trouble 
and use it to your own advantage.  Above all, remem-
ber these hints: 

1. Look for an obscure but sound move.  This 
causes your opponent to spend a few extra 
ticks considering the ramifications. 

2. Try to avoid a forced exchange sequence. 
3. Do not allow your opponent to lure you into his 

speed chess game.  Let him make the mistakes. 
4. Do not take a break during your opponent’s time 

trouble.  Why give him time to formulate op-
tions? 

   By the way, if you saw 1… Qxd5!! in the diagram, 
congratulations!  You qualify for Expert Solver!    
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A nd into the fire!  That is how I felt when I 
learned that I had been elected to the USCF 
Executive Board after enduring the most vi-

cious USCF campaign ever — only to face the most 
daunting challenges in USCF history as a Board mem-
ber.  
   This year's election was the first under the new sys-
tem: candidates ran for the seven Board seats, rather 
than for specific offices.  The Board then elected its 
own officers from among its members.  I was elected 
USCF Vice-President, after getting two Board votes for 
President.  It was hoped that the new system would pre-
vent the types of personal attacks on candidates that 
have marred past elections. Unfortunately, the opposite 
happened. The attacks were worst than ever.  
   I was identified early as perhaps the leading potential 
vote-getter among the sixteen candidates. As a result, 
my picture went up on a few politicians' walls with a 
big bulls-eye painted on it! I was accused of being a 
"do-nothing" although I have won four national awards 
from three previous Boards for my USCF achieve-
ments, and had had a very successful tenure as Presi-
dent of the US Chess Trust. Then when I pointed out 
my achievements in response to that slander, I was ac-
cused of being a self-congratulatory liar. I have always 
had a reputation for strong ethical standards, but I was 
accused of being the most unscrupulous secret con-
spirator ever to darken USCF doors.  
   The "hit parade" against me failed, as I was indeed 
the leading vote-getter across the entire nation outside 
of California. Unfortunately, when California was fig-

(Frying Pan continued on page 7) 

Out of the Frying Pan 
By R. John McCrary 
 USCF Vice-President 
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(Frying Pan continued from page 6) 

ured in, I dropped to fifth place, although only two per-
centage points out of first in a photo-finish among the 
top six. I was far ahead of seventh place, so my election 
was never really in doubt. I was particularly pleased 
that I did very well in the New York-New Jersey re-
gion, since the most vicious "hit" against me had come 
from a New Jersey leader.  
   Now I must face incredible challenges. Membership 
is sagging, the paper-
intensive office is in-
efficient, internet 
chess is creating new 
markets faster than 
the USCF is able to 
keep up. Add in a 
couple of lawsuits 
against the USCF and 
an unbalanced budget, and it makes me wonder when I 
will ever get a full night's sleep again!  
   Anyway, I succeed Lee Hyder as only the second 
South Carolina resident to become a USCF Board 
member. I have had one thrill since the election: I rep-
resented the USCF at the closing ceremonies of the 
FIDE World Championship in Las Vegas. As part of 
that, I was interviwed on Armenian national TV, and 
had my picture taken with the new champion and the 
FIDE President by a number of European press photog-
raphers. I also gave the official opening remarks at the 
FIDE Presidential Board, the highest body in world 
chess.  
   Thanks to the SCCA for endorsing me, and to Mike 
Spohn for writing a very good endorsement letter 
which I used nationally. Such endorsements were nec-
essary to counter the "Hit Parade."  

Now I must face incredible 
challenges. Membership is 

sagging, the paper-intensive 
office is inefficient, internet 

chess is creating new markets 
faster than the USCF is able 

to keep up. 
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1.   George Williams was recognized as the nominating 
committee chairman.  Mr. Williams nominated the 
following for state officers:  Michael Spohn for 
President; Henry White for Vice President; Bill 
Willard for Secretary; Pat Hart for Treasurer. 
No other nominations came from the floor.  The 
nominations were closed and a motion was made 
that the above officers be re-elected.  The motion 
was seconded and passed. 

2.   The USCF delegates for the year 2000 were chosen.  
Since John McCrary is now Vice President of the 
USCF, he is no longer a delegate from South Caro-
lina.  After discussion, the motion was made for 
Michael Spohn to be the Delegate, with Bill 
Willard as 1st Alternate, and Diana McCrary as 2nd 
Alternate.  The motion was seconded, and passed. 

3.   For the year 2001, a new selection process for dele-
gates will be used.  Until now, state associations 
have elected delegates to the national convention.  
The USCF will send out ballots to ALL members in 
each state to elect delegates for the year 2001.  This 
affects the SCCA.  Currently, only 25% of the 
USCF members in South Carolina are members of 
the SCCA. 
In order to address this, a motion was introduced to 
endorse in order four members of the SCCA.  Prior 
to the vote next year, our Association may choose 
to contact each state member to enlist support. 
The motion to endorse Michael Spohn, Henry 
White, Bill Willard, and Pete Danker as delegates 
to the USCF was seconded and passed. 

(Minutes continued on page 9) 

SCCA Business Meeting Minutes 
By Bill Willard, SCCA Secretary 

October 30, 1999 
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(Minutes continued from page 8) 

4.   Michael Spohn discussed the addition of a major 
state tournament in Greenville in December of 
2000.  A major tournament is planned every month 
(except May) in the state for next year.  One reason 
for the success is that several players have obtained 
TD credentials. 

5.   John McCrary discussed USCF issues.  One possi-
bility is an on-line version of Chess Life.  Details of 
these and other possible changes are presently being 
discussed. 

6.   The Treasurer's report submitted by Pat Hart was 
presented. (See page 10). 

7.   The SCCA has had no dues increase for eleven 
years.  However, due to improvements in Palmetto 
Chess recently and the additional focus on scholas-
tic chess, reserves have dwindled.  A motion was 
made to increase adult memberships in the SCCA 
from $8 to $10 annually, and junior memberships 
from $3 to $5 annually.  The motion was seconded 
and passed.  This increase will go into effect 
11/01/99. 

8.   The meeting was closed. 
 
Respectfully submitted. 

Newsletters Available on CD-ROM 
The South Carolina Chess Association has published a 
newsletter almost continuously since 1959.  All 135 is-
sues of these newsletters, over 2,700 pages, are now 
available on CD-ROM in Adobe’s digital PDF format.  
This format allows key word searching.  The CD’s are 
being sold at our website, www.scchess.org., for 
$20.00.  
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Balance 9/30/98 $3,569.55 

Income Expenses

1999 SC Open $2,960.00 1999 SC Open $2,646.05 
1998 SC Championship $1,945.00 1987 SC Championship $1,677.28 
USCF Dues $1,248.00 USCF Dues $1,246.00 
SCCA Dues $760.00 Scholastic Sets&Clocks $723.05 
1999 SCCA Scholastic $518.00 1999 SCCA Scholastic $547.09 
1998 Fall Scholastic $439.00 Palmetto Chess $546.45 
Gamecock Classic $380.00 Gamecock Classic $381.05 
USCF State Fund $281.20 1998 Fall Scholastic $379.64 
Middle State Scholastic $120.00 Savannah Tournament $275.00 
Tee Shirts $69.00 WinTD + Ratings Disks $113.95 
Upper State Scholastic $65.00 Middle State Scholastic $105.45 
Lower State Scholastic $60.00 Lower State Scholastic $102.45 
Gamecock Scholastic $60.00 Gamecock Scholastic $91.10 
Scott's Branch Scholastic $45.00 Website Registration $70.00 
Donations $20.00 Scott's Branch Scholastic $65.68 
Interest $17.99 Club Support $65.45 
Scholastic Set $7.50 Upper State Scholastic $62.00 
Tourney Ads $5.00 Returned Check $52.00 

Chess Puzzles $40.00 
Affiliation Renewal $40.00 
Postage $38.73 
Officer Dues $32.00 
Scoresheets $19.90 
Bank Charge $5.00 

Total Income $9,000.69 Total Expenses $9,325.32 

Net Gain / Loss ($324.63)

Balance 9/30/99 $3,244.92 

1999 Treasurer’s Report 
By Patrick Hart 



��

From the Editor’s Desk 
To Err is Human 

   Our President did consult with me about how to han-
dle the byes given to Dr. Ardaman at this year's state 
championships.  In fact, he specifically asked for my 
candid opinion about what he should do.  At the tour-
nament site where a decision had to be made promptly, 
I concurred with him that the byes should not be given 
full effect toward the championship.  After the tourna-
ment, upon further reflection in the quiet of my home, I 
came to the conclusion that the byes should have been 
given full effect and that the title had to be stripped 
from Brent Bovay and awarded to Dr. Ardaman.  I too 
apologize for not making the right call at the tourna-
ment site. 
   Let me also offer my words of support for our Presi-
dent.  I know how hard he works to make our associa-
tion a better organization.  He takes great pride in get-
ting things right, and he takes any mistake seriously.  
Mike Spohn has done a tremendous job organizing and 
directing tournaments in all parts of the state.  Not just 
our regular tournaments, but many scholastic events as 
well.  He receives not one dime of compensation for his 
hard work.  Moreover, I'm certain he receives few kind 
words of appreciation from our ungrateful and apa-
thetic membership. 
   Of the many e-mails I've read about the title contro-
versy, one from John Dusky put it all in the proper per-
spective.  Mr. Dusky wrote as follows: "minus this in-
cident [about the Ardaman byes] – Congratulations to 
Mike and his staff on a great tournament. Although we 
started traditionally late, I felt everything ran very 
smoothly and the playing environment was superb. I'm 
sure I speak for most of the participants, when I say, 
that I definitely will be coming back next year." 
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7RXUQDPHQW�1HZV 
1999 SC Championships 

    The 1999 State Chess Champi-
onships were held in Columbia, 
South Carolina on October 30-
31.  Dr. Miles Ardaman scored 
four points in the Championship 
Section and has been awarded the 
championship title, with Brent 
Bovay, Keith Eubanks, and John 
Dusky tying for second, each 
scoring 3½.  Thus, Dr. Miles Ar-
daman is the 1999 South Carolina 
Chess Champion.  The champion-
ship title was erroneously 
awarded to Brent Bovay at the 
tournament site. 
 Alexendar Guetchkov of 
Greenwood won the Amateur 
S ec t i o n  w i t h  a  per fec t 
score.  Dominick Di Mantova, 
Robert Folts, and Ramakrishna 
Gundala tied for second with 4 
points each. 
    Ricky Durbin of Kentucky won 
the Reserve Section with a perfect 
score.  Pani Wickramasinghe, 
Glen Suares and Lance MacMil-
lan tied for second with 4 points 
each. 
    The Junior Section was won by 
Robert Matson, a tenth grade stu-
dent from Charlotte, North Caro-
lina. 
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South Carolina Games 
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+P� TQWPF� VJTGG�� +�YCU� RCKTGF� � YKVJ� � .GG�*[FGT�� 6JKU�
YQWNF� DG� VJG� HKTUV� VKOG� YG� RNC[GF�� GZEGRV� HQT� VYQ�
ICOGU��C�HGY�[GCTU�CIQ�KP�VJG�5%�RQUVCN�EJCORKQPUJKR���
$GUKFGU�DGKPI�C�OWNVKRNG�VKOG�UVCVG�EJCORKQP��&T��*[�
FGT�KU�MPQYP�CU�C�HKGTEG�CPF�GZEGNNGPV�RNC[GT����F���H��
��E��I�����E���I����G��F����J���DF�����G���w����
�H�� G�� ��F�� �G�� 5VCTVKPI� VJG� ENCUUKECN� -+&� DCVVNG���
$NCEM� UVCMGU�OQUV� KH� PQV� CNN� QH� JKU� ICOG� QP� C� FKTGEV�
MKPIUKFG� CVVCEM�� YJKNG�
9JKVG� QH� EQWTUG� � VTKGU� VQ�
WVKNK\G� JKU� URCEG� CFXCP�
VCIG�� �*QYGXGT��&T��*[�
FGT�VTKGF�C�FKHHGTGPV�OQXG�
VJCV� NWEMKN[� HQT�OG�� +�JCF�
UQOG� GZRGTKGPEG� CICKPUV��
��I�� H�� #V� VJG� &GPMGT�
6QWTPCOGPV� QH� JKIJ�
UEJQQN� EJCORKQPU� C� HGY�
[GCTU� CIQ�� CU� 9JKVG�� +�
RNC[GF�I���KP�C�UKOKNCT�RQUKVKQP�
CICKPUV� 0/� 4[CP� 2QTVGT�� #HVGT� ETWUJKPI� OG� CNN� VQQ�
GCUKN[��JG�GZRNCKPGF�VJCV�VJG�QRGPKPI�QH�VJG�I�HKNG�YCU�
PQV�VJCV�ITGCV�HQT�9JKVG�CPF�KV�KU�8'4;�JCTF�HQT�9JKVG�
VQ�IGV�CP�CVVCEM���4GOGODGTKPI�JKU��EQOOGPVU��+�FKFP	V�
OKPF� VJG� � HQNNQYKPI� RQUKVKQP�� ���IZH�� IZH�� ���GZH��
�E�� +�CO�KP�PQ�JWTT[�VQ��ITCD�DCEM�VJG�H�RCYP���01�
PGGF�VQ�RNC[�4ZH���NGVVKPI�9JKVG�HWTVJGT��JKU�FGXGNQR�
OGPV�YKVJ�$F���YJKNG� IGVVKPI�OQTG� EQPVTQN� � QXGT� G����
9KVJ�0E��� +� LWUV� WPEQXGT�OQTG� RTGUUWTG� QP� H��� KH� ���
$ZE��� VJGP�$NCEM� IGVU� � VJG� F�� USWCTG� HQT� VJG� MPKIJV��
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FQOKPCVKQP� QXGT� VJG� FCTM� USWCTGU� CPF� SWKVG� C� NKXGN[��
ICOG�KP�O[�QRKPKQP������I���J�� NCUV�DQQM�OQXG����
�I�� =����ZE�� FZE�� ����F�� �ZH��?� ������H�� +P� VJG�
UV[NG�QH�0KO\QXKEJ�=������H������J���I������G��?����
�E���G��9JKVG�CKOU�VQ�IGV�VJG�SWGGP�VQ�UCHGV[�YJKNG�+�
CO�NQQMKPI�CV�EGPVGT�RNC[�YKVJ�C�RQVGPVKCN�G�������w�w��
6JKU�NQQMU��UGPUKDNG��DWV�9JKVG�JCU�QXGTNQQMGF�C�PCUV[�
TGRN[���+�MGRV�YQPFGTKPI�JQY�VQ�DGUV�FGHNGEV�VJG��9JKVG�
SWGGP� HTQO� �FGHGPUG�QH� � H��� VJGP� +�FKUEQXGTGF� VJCV� KP�
JCXKPI� VJG�CFFGF�YGCRQP�QH� VJG�QRGP� H� HKNG�� � +� EQWNF�
LWUV��6#-'�VJG�RCYP��������ZH���5WFFGPN[��9JKVG�KU�KP�
DKI�VTQWDNG���9KVJ�VJG�GZEGRVKQP�QH�VJG�C��TQQM��CNN�QH�
$NCEM	U�RKGEGU�CTG�DGEQOKPI�XGT[�FGCFN[�� +�JCXG�PQY�
ICKPGF� EQPVTQN� QXGT� VJG� XKVCN� G�� USWCTG�� CPF�9JKVG	U�
MKPIUKFG�CVVCEM�JCU�PQV�OCFG�CP[�RTQITGUU���.GV�OG�UC[�
VJCV� +� YQWNF� JCXG� PGXGT�
HQWPF� ������ $ZH�� YKVJQWV�
TGOGODGTKPI� � YJCV� VJG�
F[PCOKEU�QH�VJG�-+&�CTG��
VCEVKEU�� VCEVKEU�� CPF� EQP�
VTQN� QH� G�������ZH�� �HG��
9JKVG	U� SWGGP�DGEQOGU� C�
OGTG� URGEVCVQT� PQY�� ���
�I���ZH������I���ZF��
����ZF��!� +� CU� 9JKVG��
OC[� JCXG� RNC[GF� ����
0ZF���VJQWIJ�9JKVG�KU�UVKNN�KP�
FGGR�VTQWDNG�������G��� LWORKPI�$NCEM	U�RKGEGU�KPVQ�CE�
VKQP�CPF�CV�VJG�UCOG�VKOG�GZRNQKVKPI��O[�FQOKPCVKQP�QH�
VJG�EGPVGT������F���=�����G��!��G������I��?������
�F��$TKPIKPI�VJG�+PFKCP�DKUJQR�KPVQ�VJG�CEVKQP�CU�YGNN�
CU�GNKOKPCVKPI�CP[�VJTGCV�VQ�KV�CU�VJGTG�YCU�YJGP�KV�UCV�
QP�I��� KP� VJG� � KPFKTGEV� HKTG�QH� VJG�SWGGP� �CPF� TQQM�QP�
VJG� I�HKNG�� ����J��� =����G��� KU� CP� KPVGTGUVKPI� KFGC�
������G������I���ZE�� ���DZE���ZE�� ����ZE���C��
����G�� FZE�� #�� ����ZG�!!� C� RQKUQPGF� RCYP� �����
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PGY�OQXGU���[QW�UVKNN�MPQY�YJCV�[QW�UJQWNF�DG�UVTKX�
KPI�VQ�FQ���+�CNUQ�YCPV�VQ�VJCPM�0/�4[CP�2QTVGT�HQT�JKU�
CFXKEG� CHVGT� JG� YCZGF� OG� [GCTU� CIQ� CV� VJG� &GPMGT�
VQWTPCOGPV��=������I������I���ZD��?���w���
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YQWNF�DG�HCEKPI�&QWI�*QNOGU�YKVJ� VJG�DNCEM�RKGEGU���
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TCVKPIU� 
CEVWCNN[� KFGPVKECN�
JGTG��� � JG� JCU� JCF� O[��
PWODGT� CU� +� FQP	V� EQRG�
YGNN� YKVJ� JKU� GZEGNNGPV�
RQUKVKQPCN� RNC[�� *KU� TGE�
QTF�CICKPUV�OG�IQKPI�KPVQ�
VJKU� ICOG� YCU� � UQOG�
YJGTG� CTQWPF� �9w�.�
�&�� � 0GGFNGUU� VQ� UC[� +�
YCU�PGTXQWU����F���H�� ��
�H�� I�� ��E�� �I�� ���E��
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F�� ��G�� �w�� ���G�� G�� ���G���E��*GTG�+�YCU�UKNGPVN[�
EWTUKPI�O[UGNH�� �&QWI� KU� MPQYP� CU� CP� GZRGTV� CICKPUV�
VJG�-+&�YKVJ�JKU�WPWUWCN�UVTCVGI[�QH�PQV�ECUVNKPI�MKPI�
UKFG���+�JCXG�PGXGT�EQOG�ENQUG�VQ��ICKPKPI�GXGP�GSWCN�
KV[�KP�VJG�-+&�CICKPUV�JKO��CPF�CHVGT�WUKPI����OKPWVGU�
VQ�VJKPM�QH�CPQVJGT�QRGPKPI��+�56+..�GPFGF�WR� KP� VJG�
-+&���+V	U�JCTF�VQ�IKXG�WR�YJCV�[QW�MPQY������F���G��
���F���G�����D��H�����H���H��#HVGT�VJG�ICOG��+�YCU�
VQNF� VJCV� +�JCF�YCNMGF� TKIJV� KPVQ� � C� NKPG�'%1� NKUVU� CU�
KPHGTKQT� HQT� $NCEM� YKVJQWV� GXGP� MPQYKPI� KV�� � 6JKU� KU�
UKPEG�+�PGXGT�RNC[�0E��KP� � VJG�-+&�����E��6JKU� KU� VJG�
ETKVKECN�UVCIG���-PQYKPI�VJCV�&QWI�YCPVGF�OG�VQ�RNC[�
H��� VJGTGD[�NQEMKPI�WR�VJG�EGPVGT�UQ�VJCV�JKU�MKPI�YCU�
RTQVGEVGF�D[�C�UJKGNF�QH�RCYPU�CPF�UVKNN�JCXKPI�VJG�QR�
VKQP�QH�ECUVNKPI�SWGGPUKFG� KH�PGGFGF�� +�EQPUKFGTGF�O[�
ICOG�CNOQUV�NQUV���+�HKIWTGF�O[�QPN[�YC[�VQ�HKIJV�DCEM�
YCU� VQ�OCMG�&QWI� HKIJV� QP� ITQWPF� QH�O[� EJQQUKPI��
VJCV� KU�� C� YKNF� VCEVKECN�
DCVVNG���9KVJ�VJKU�KP�OKPF��
+� ECOG� WR� YKVJ� C� YKNF�
KFGC�VJCV�JCF�CNOQUV�GXG�
T[QPG�VJKPMKPI�+�YCU�DQVJ�
NQUV� CPF� ETC\[�� �����E��!�
UGVVKPI� WR� VJG� EQODQ� ���
EZF�� �GZF��!� ���GZF��
EZF��%CNN�KV�KPURKTCVKQP�QT�
FGURGTCVKQP�� DWV� +� ECNN� KV�
HWP� � CPF� YKNF�� � (QT� O[�
RKGEG�+�JCXG�QPG�RCYP��UQQP�
VQ�DG�VYQ��C�JWIG�RCYP�OCUU�KP�VJG�EGPVGT�YKVJ�VJTGCVU�
QH�OQXGU�UWEJ�CU�F���GVE��C�PQY�RQVGPVKCNN[�RQVGPV�I��
DKUJQR�� CPF�OQUV� KORQTVCPV��&QWI� JCF� DGGP� FTCIIGF�
HTQO�JKU�ECNO�RQUKVKQPCN�YKP���KPVQ�C�HKGTEG�UNWIHGUV�KP�
YJKEJ�VJGTG�YGTG�VQPU�QH�VJTGCVU���#HVGT�[GCTU�QH�VT[KPI�

CV�VJG�EQUV�QH�C�*+)*.;�URGEWNCVKXG�UCETKHKEG���+�JCF�
UWEEGGFGF�KP�IGVVKPI�&QWI�VQ�HKPCNN[�JCXG�VQ�RNC[�O[�
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YC[� �������D�� �G�� ����D�� �H��� 6JKU�YCU� VJG� QPN[�
OQXG��KP�QTFGT��VQ�UVQR�VJG�JWIG�VJTGCV�QH�0E����+�RTQ�
VGEV� VJG� YJKVG� USWCTGF� DKUJQR� CPF� CV� VJG� UCOG� VKOG�
MGGR�0E��HTQO�DGEQOKPI�C�FQWDNG�CVVCEM�� �&QWI�JCF�
UGGP�VJKU�OQXG�YJGP�JG�RNC[GF����3D���DWV�JCF��JQRG�
+�YQWNF�OKUU�KV���+�YCU�HQTVWPCVG�DGECWUG�KV�KU�O[�QPN[�
OQXG������H�� C��5JQXKPI�VJG�MPKIJV�QWV�QH�RNC[�CU�KV�
ECPPQV�IQ� VQ�E��QT�E��FWG� VQ� �O[�RCYP�OCUU�CPF� VJG�
VJTGCV�QH�YKPPKPI�KV�QWVTKIJV������C�� G��!�6JKU�YCU�C�
VQWIJ�EJQKEG��OCP[��UWIIGUVGF�F��CHVGT�VJG�ICOG��DWV�+�
VJKPM�VJKU�KU�YTQPI���'XGP�IKXKPI�WR�F��KU�PQV�CU�DCF�CU�
IKXKPI�WR�EQPVTQN�QH�E��CPF� NGVVKPI�$NCEM	U�MPKIJV�IGV�
DCEM� KPVQ� VJG� ICOG�� ����F�� �ZF�� 0QY� +� JCXG� VYQ�
RCYPU�HQT�VJG�RKGEG�CU�YGNN�CU�O[��RCYP�OCUU������$E��
ECP� DG� OGV� D[� 3G��� ITCDDKPI� VJG� PGGFGF� VGORQ� VQ�
CXQKF� NQQUKPI� OCVGTKCN� CPF� UVKNN� UGV� WR� O[� CVVCEM� QP�
9JKVG	U� WPECUVNGF� MKPI���
*QYGXGT���9JKVG�PQY�TG�
NCZGU� CPF� KP� JKU� FGUKTG� VQ�
IGV� JKU� MKPI� VQ� UCHGV[���
RNC[U� C� ITCXG� OKUVCMG��
����w�!!� 1XGTNQQMKPI� � C��
EWVG� VCEVKE�� ������I���
0QY� �9JKVG�OWUV� � CEVW�
CNN[� IQ� FQYP�OCVGTKCN� CU�
VJG�DKUJQR�QP�F��ECP	V� DG�
FGHGPFGF� DGECWUG� � VJG�
OCVG� VJTGCV� QP� J�� OWUV� DG�
CPUYGTGF�����HZI���ZF������J���ZC������ZC��+V�KU�
UCHG� VQ�UC[�JGTG� VJCV�9JKVG� KU� NQUV�� �9JKNG�OCVGTKCN� KU�
ENQUG�
VYQ�MPKIJVU�XU�TQQM�CPF�VYQ�RCYPU��VJG�TGCNKV[�
KU� VJCV� O[� RCUUGF� RCYPU� CTG� OQPUVGTU� CPF� 9JKVG	U�
MPKIJVU�CTG�JGOOGF�KP���*QYGXGT��[QW�CTG�PQY�CDQWV�
VQ�UGG�YJ[�+�CNUQ�ECNNGF�VJKU�ICOG�QPG�QH�VJG�OQUV�FKU�
CRRQKPVKPI� +� JCXG� GXGT� RNC[GF�� � +� RTQEGGFGF� VQ� HCNN�
CRCTV� QPN[� KPEJGU� VQ� � VJG� HKPKUJ� NKPG� CPF� EQUV� O[UGNH�
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ENGCT� HKTUV�� �����HZI�!��
6JGTG� YCU� PQ� PGGF� HQT�
VJKU� YJGP� H�� KU� UQ� OWEJ�
UVTQPIGT�� � +� JCF� VJQWIJV�
VJCV�CHVGT�9JKVG�TGVQQM�QP�
I��� +� YQWNF� YKP� C� RKGEG�
YKVJ� � 3H��� DWV� +� QXGT�
NQQMGF� VJG� UKORNG� 3F��
RTQVGEVKPI� DQVJ� RKGEGU��
����ZI���H�� ����F�� F��
����E�� J�!!� +� VQVCNN[�
UVCTVGF�VQ�HCNN�CRCTV���+�QPN[�CPCN[\GF�VJCV�+�EQWNF��FG�
HNGEV� VJG� 9JKVG� DKUJQR� CNN� VJG� YC[� VQ� VJG� SWGGPUKFG�
YJGTG�KV�YQWNF�DG�WUGNGUU�
����$F��������4CF������$C����
GVE��� � +�QXGTNQQMGF�&QWI	U� NCUV�ICUR� VT[�� �1H�EQWTUG�� +�
UJQWNF� JCXG� LWUV� RNC[GF� �����G�� CPF� MGRV� TWPPKPI�O[�
RCYPU�WR�VJG�DQCTF������ZG���+P�JKU�FGURGTCVKQP�VQ�TKF�
JKOUGNH� QH� O[� OQPUVGT� RCYPU�� &QWI� VCMGU� VJG� QPN[�
EJQKEG� KP� QHHGTKPI� VJG� GZEJCPIG� KP� TGVWTP� HQT� VJG�
GNKOKPCVKQP�QH�O[�RCYPU���+�YCU�UQ�UVCTVNGF�D[�VJKU�VJCV�
O[�DTCKP��SWKV�YQTMKPI���1H�EQWTUG�������3ZI��NQUGU�VQ�
0H���YJKNG�������JZI�����3ZF��NQUGU�DQVJ�O[�DGNQXGF�
RCYPU�� � ������ 3ZG�� TWPU� KPVQ� $H��� � 'XGP� YKVJ� VJCV�
VJQWIJ���$NCEM�YQWNF�UVKNN�DG�WR�VJG�GZEJCPIG�KP�C�YQP�
RQUKVKQP�� � +� YCU� UQ� VJTQYP� QHH� VTCEM� D[� 0ZG�� VJCV� +�
RTQEGGFGF� VQ�OCMG�O[�OQXGU�CU� KH� +�YCU� DNKPF�������
�CF�!!� (QTEKPI�9JKVG� VQ� UCXG� JKU� GZEJCPIG�� � +� JCF�
UKORN[�VJQWIJV�+�EQWNF�VCMG�GKVJGT�RKGEG�CV�O[�NGKUWTG�
YJKNG� RTQVGEVKPI� O[� F� RCYP�� � +� VQVCNN[� HQTIQV� &QWI�
EQWNF�RTQVGEV�DQVJ�RKGEGU�YKVJ�$H�������H���$TGPV�[QW�
OQTQP�� +� VJQWIJV� VQ�O[UGNH�������F�� ����G�� �E�� ���
�F��D�����C��I�����I���F�����CZD��CZD��1H�EQWTUG�
$ZD�� KU�OWEJ� DGVVGT� CU� KV� RTGXGPVU� VJG� C�� TQQM� HTQO��
KPHKNVTCVKPI�O[�RQUKVKQP���#U�KV�KU��VJG�ICOG�FGUEGPFGF�
KPVQ�C�FTCY���OQXGU�NCVGT�YJGP�+�CEEGRVGF�&QWI	U�QH�
HGT���+�UVKNN�JCF�C�OKPWVG��QP�O[�ENQEM�DWV�O[�OKPF�YCU�
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HTQ\GP���$NCEM�KU�UVKNN�%.'#4.;�YKPPKPI���6JG�RNCP�KU�
UKORNG� GPQWIJ�� � 3G�� CPF� CP� GXGPVWCN� KPHKNVTCVKQP� D[�
VJG� TQQM� KPVQ� H��YJKNG�9JKVG� KU� JGNRNGUU� 
CUUWOKPI� +�
JCF� RNC[GF� ������$ZD��� � +�YCU� UQ� HTQ\GP� � D[� � CNN�O[�
DNWPFGTU� CHVGT� YJCV� +� VJQWIJV� YCU� QPG� QH� O[� DGUV�
ICOGU�CPF�O[�DCF�VKOG�RTGUUWTG���+�CEEGRVGF�VJG�FTCY�����
6JKU� QPG� JWTV� RTGVV[� DCF� DGECWUG� +� VJQWIJV� +� HKPCNN[�
JCF� &QWI� YJGTG� JG� EQWNFP	V� GUECRG�� DWV� JG� UJQYGF�
YJ[�JG�KU�UWEJ�C�VQWIJ�RNC[GT�VQ�DGCV�CPF�FKF�YJCV�JG�
JCF� VQ�FQ� VQ�IGV� � C�FTCY�� �5Q�� � VJG�5%�EJCORKQPUJKR�
DGECOG� C� VJTGG� YC[� VKG� HQT� UGEQPF� DGVYGGP� � -GKVJ�
'WDCPMU��,QJP�&WUM[��CPF�O[UGNH����%QPITCVWNCVKQPU�VQ�
-GKVJ�YJQ�KU�QPG�JGNNWXC�RNC[GT��CPF��+�YCPV�VQ��UGPF��C�
URGEKCN�EQPITCVWNCVKQPU�VQ�O[�DGUV�HTKGPF��,QJP�&WUM[���
+V�UGGOU�NKMG� � KV�YCU�QPN[�C� NKVVNG�YJKNG�CIQ� � 
CEVWCNN[�
������ � VJCV�YG�OGV� CPF�DGICP� VQ� RNC[� � VQIGVJGT�� �*G�
YCU� ����� CPF� +�YCU� ������ � +V� UGGOU� JCTF� VQ� DGNKGXG�
VJCV� CHVGT� CNN� VJG� DNKV\� ICOGU� YG� RNC[GF� CPF� VQWTPC�
OGPVU�YG�FTQXG�VQ�VQIGVJGT�HTQO�1TNCPFQ�VQ�2JKNCFGN�
RJKC��VJCV��NGUU�VJCP���[GCTU�NCVGT��YG�YQWNF�DG�UQ�ENQUG�
VQ�UJCTKPI�C�UVCVG�VKVNG���$GUKFGU��IGVVKPI�VJG�KFGCN�URCT�
TKPI� RCTVPGT� VJCV� FC[� KP� ������ +� CNUQ� ICKPGF�O[� DGUV�
HTKGPF���%QPITCVU�CICKP�,QJP������C���w���
�
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�I�� �C�� ����IG�� �C�� ����G�� �D��� =�����C�� ���
�C��?�����H�� �H�� ����F��� =����F��!�� KU�PQVGYQT�
VJ[?� ������F��� =�����D��!� OWUV� FGHKPKVGN[� DG� EQPUKF�
GTGF� ���CZD���ZF�� ���EZF�� �ZD��?� ����w�� J�� %QP�
UQNKFCVGU� I�� ���J��� =����CF��!�?� ������G��� =�����I��
���H��IZJ������ZJ��?�����HG��� =���H���J��?������I��
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�J�� ����H�� �I�� ����J�� �D�� ����H�� �I�� ����J��
�F�� ����G�w� =����I�� �I��?� ������D��� =������E��
����ZE��FZE������I�w�
����ZE�!!� VJG�RCYP�KU�UCHG�
CPF� ECPPQV� DG� ECRVWTGF� YKVJQWV� FKTG� EQPUGSWGPEGU�
������D�� ����ZD�� �ZD�w�� ?����E�!w� =�����CD��?�
������E�� ����CF�� =���
�GF���ZD�� ����F���E�w
?�������ZD������F���E��
����F���ZC��6JG�RCUUGF�
RCYP� QP� C�� YKNN� DGEQOG�
FGEKUKXG�NCVGT�����I���E��
���I�� �I�� =�����JZI��
OCMGU� KV� GXGP� GCUKGT� HQT�
$NCEM� ����ZI�� �H�� ���
�ZI�� �ZI�� ����J�w?�
���IZJ�� �ZH�� ����ZH��
�ZI�� ����JZI�� �F�� ���
�I�� �H�� =������ZD�� OKIJV� DG� VJG� UJQTVGT� RCVJ� ���
�ZI���H������D�w?�����C�� =����E��FQGUP	V�IGV�VJG�
ECV�QHH�VJG�VTGG�������G������I��E�w?�������ZJ�� =�����
E��UGGOU�GXGP�DGVVGT�����I���G������J�w?�����ZI��
�ZI�� =������ZH��!� MGGRU� CP� GXGP� HKTOGT� ITKR� ����J��
�I������G�w?�����ZJ��D��=������I��!�MGGRU�CP�GXGP�
HKTOGT�ITKR�����E�w?����EZD��CZD������G�!��JCTFN[�
HC\KPI� HQT� VJG�QRRQPGPV� =����E���C������G�w?������
D������ZF��DZC������E���C������E���E������IG��
=����I��FQGUP	V�EJCPIG�CP[VJKPI�CP[OQTG�������C�w?�
������ZG������ZG���D��=������D������I���D�w?���w���
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���D��� =����H��F�����GZF���ZF��?������I��6JKU�RWUJ�
ICKPU�URCEG����H��J�� ���IZJ���ZJ�� ���H�� I��&Q�[QW�
UGG� VJG� OCVG� VJTGCV!� ����H�� =���HZG�!!� C� HKTUV�ENCUU�
DNWPFGT�������FJ������J����ZJ������ZH���J��?������
�ZH�����GZH���F������H���G������H���I������I��H��
����G���H������ZH��� =����G���J������H���ZF�����
EZF�� �J��?� �����IZH�� ����ZH�� �D�� ����I�� �J��
����H���E�����I���F�����I���I�����IZH���H������
I���ZH������I��9JKVG�CEVKXCVGU�KVU�MKPI�������G�����
�J�� �F�� ���H�� �H�� ����I�� C��� =�����D��!�?� ���
DZC��E�����E���=����H��!�CPF�9JKVG�JCU�CKT�VQ�DTGCVJ�
�����F�� ����H��?� �����F�� ���EZF�� �ZF��� =������
EZF��!�����F���ZC��?����H���G�!!��PQV�C�IQQF�FG�
EKUKQP��DGECWUG�PQY�VJG�QRRQPGPV� KU� TKIJV�DCEM� KP� VJG�
ICOG� =�����E�� ����H��
�F��?� ����I�� 6JG� OCVG�
VJTGCV�KU��G��������ZI�!!�
VJG� RTGUUWTG� KU� VQQ�OWEJ��
$NCEM� ETWODNGU� =������H��
����G�� �I�� ����ZF��
EZF��?� ���HZI�� �G��
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9JKVG�JCU�NGV�KV�UNKR�CYC[�
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GPKPI�OCVG���ZJ�������I�� ����I�� �H�� ���JZI�� =���
�E�� ECPPQV� EJCPIG� FGUVKP[� ������F�w?� �����HZI�� ���
�G��=����E��KU�PQV�VJG�UCXKPI�OQXG�������F������G��
�ZG�����FZG���E�w?�������F�� ����H�� =����H��FQGU�
PQV� YKP� C� RTK\G� ������FG�� ����G�� �D�w?� ������FG��
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“There just isn’t enough televised chess.” 
 
David Letterman 
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Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Rd 5 Score 

1 Ardaman, Miles  2412 W7 W5 W2 -H- -H- 4.0 

2 Eubanks, Keith  1949 W12 W10 L1 D3 W8 3.5 

3 Bovay, Brent  1947 D4 W9 W11 D2 D5 3.5 

4 Dusky, John  1848 D3 D11 D5 W6 W12 3.5 

5 Holmes, Douglas  1947 W8 L1 D4 X7 D3 3.0 

6 Wilson, Fred  1860 L10 D8 D9 L4 -B- 2.0 

7 Oody, Kyle  1853 L1 W12 W10 F5 -U- 2.0 

8 Harley, Patrick 1810 L5 D6 D12 W11 L2 2.0 

9 Corbett, Bill  1839 D11 L3 D6 D12 -U- 1.5 

10 Martine, Xavier  1774 W6 L2 L7 -U- -H- 1.5 

11 Hyder, Lee  2023 D9 D4 L3 L8 -U- 1.0 

12 Frady, Gregg  1958 L2 L7 D8 D9 L4 1.0 

 Championship Section 

Amateur Section Rd1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Rd 5 Score 

1 Guetchkov, A.  1600 W10 W9 W13 W4 W5 5.0 

2 Di Mantova 1671 W15 W8 D5 D3 W10 4.0 

3 Folts, Robert A. 1650 -H- W14 W21 D2 W8 4.0 

4 Gundala, R.  1417 W7 W6 W12 L1 W14 4.0 

5 Williams, George  1598 W23 W18 D2 W13 L1 3.5 

6 Saharkhiz, S.  1635 W17 L4 L10 W21 W16 3.0 

7 Hyatt, James C.  1600 L4 D11 D19 W22 W17 3.0 

8 Hastings, Brian 1510 W20 L2 W23 W18 L3 3.0 

9 Morton, George 1500 W24 L1 W22 L10 W18 3.0 

10 Biggs, David  1445 L1 W24 W6 W9 L2 3.0 

11 Haymond, John  1400 L13 D7 L14 W25 W21 2.5 

12 Bowie, William  1637 W16 D21 L4 L17 D15 2.0 

1999 SC Championships 
October 30-31, 1999 
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Rd1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Rd 5 Score 

13 Olmsted, Fred  1598 W11 W22 L1 L5 -U- 2.0 

14 Rogers, John  1582 L18 L3 W11 W19 L4 2.0 

15 Donnan, M. 1490 L2 L23 -H- W20 D12 2.0 

16 Roberts, John G  1478 L12 D19 -H- W23 L6 2.0 

17 Brown, John  1450 L6 W20 L18 W12 L7 2.0 

18 MacDougall, J. 1315 W14 L5 W17 L8 L9 2.0 

19 Nash, William  1244 L21 D16 D7 L14 W25 2.0 

20 Nixon, Bill  1222 L8 L17 W25 L15 W22 2.0 

21 Hofer, Don  1527 W19 D12 L3 L6 L11 1.5 

22 Jackson, A.  1407 -B- L13 L9 L7 L20 1.0 

23 Pilaud, William  1400 L5 W15 L8 L16 -U- 1.0 

24 Saharkhiz, Saeid  1085 L9 L10 -N- -N- -N- 0.0 

25 Thompson, Earl  Unr -N- -N- L20 L11 L19 0.0 

Amateur Section continued 

Reserve Section  Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Rd 5 Score 

1 Durbin, Ricky  1313 W30 W4 W7 W2 W6 5.0 

2 Wickramasinghe 1392 W19 W22 W3 L1 W10 4.0 

3 Suares, Glen 1283 W21 W16 L2 W20 W9 4.0 

4 MacMillan, L.  Unr W9 L1 W15 W22 W7 4.0 

5 Miller, Matt  1314 W26 W10 D6 L7 W13 3.5 

6 Jordan, Brandon  Unr W18 W24 D5 W13 L1 3.5 

7 Johnson, James  1379 W20 W15 L1 W5 L4 3.0 

8 Cameron, Chuck  1320 L12 W11 L13 W26 W20 3.0 

9 Tichenor, C. 1281 L4 W26 W12 W19 L3 3.0 

10 Mahaffay, Jeff  1157 W29 L5 W17 W18 L2 3.0 

11 Matson, Robert  977 L15 L8 W27 W17 W26 3.0 

12 Halliday, Bob  884 W8 D13 L9 D14 W19 3.0 
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Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Rd 5 Score 

13 Sandifer, Ralph  1321 W14 D12 W8 L6 L5 2.5 

14 Saharkhiz, S. 1262 L13 L21 X30 D12 W22 2.5 

15 Le, Allen  1183 W11 L7 L4 W21 D16 2.5 

16 Etheredge, Darrell  Unr W17 L3 L19 W25 D15 2.5 

17 Shull, Bruce  1260 L16 W30 L10 L11 W28 2.0 

18 Danker, Pete  1236 L6 W28 W21 L10 -U- 2.0 

19 Mayfield, Howard  1161 L2 W27 W16 L9 L12 2.0 

20 Willard, Bill  1091 L7 W29 W24 L3 L8 2.0 

21 Tompkins, Andy  Unr L3 W14 L18 L15 W25 2.0 

22 Evans, Anthony  1200 W27 L2 -H- L4 L14 1.5 

23 Spohn, Michael  1305 -U- -U- -U- W29 -N- 1.0 

24 Kammerer Jr, J.D. 1260 W28 L6 L20 -U- -U- 1.0 

25 Saharkhiz, Saeid  1085 -N- -N- W28 L16 L21 1.0 

26 Willard, Daniel  638 L5 L9 W29 L8 L11 1.0 

27 McIntosh,  Unr L22 L19 L11 L28 W29 1.0 

28 Parker, Ryan  Unr L24 L18 L25 W27 L17 1.0 

29 Bruce, Alaric  Unr L10 L20 L26 L23 L27 0.0 

30 Matthews, John C  Unr L1 L17 F14 -U- -U- 0.0 

Reserve Section continued 

South Carolina Upper State Scholastic State Championships 
February 12, 2000 
5 round SS, G30; Site: Seneca High School, Seneca, SC; EF: $6 at 
site, $8 at site; Registration: 8-9; Rounds: 9-10-11-1-2:15; USCF 
membership required 
  Trophies:  1st-3rd High School,  
                   1st, Middle School, 
                   1st, Elementary School, 
                   1st High School Team 
Address for Advance Entry: 
SCCA 
506 W. N. 4th St 
Seneca, SC 29678 
bwillard@carol.net 
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South Carolina Mid State Scholastic State Championships 
February 19, 2000 
5 round SS, G30 
Site: Scott's Branch High School, Summerton, SC 
EF: $5 at site 
Registration: 8-9 
Rounds: 9-10-11-1-2:15 
USCF membership required 
  Trophies:  High School 1st-3rd individual 
                   1st & 2nd place team trophies     
                   Mid. School 1st-2nd individual 
                   Ele. School 1st-3rd individual 
Address for Advance Entry: 
SCCA 
6855 Peach Orchard Road 
Dalzell, SC 29040 
mikespohn@hotmail.com 
 
South Carolina Lower State Scholastic State Championships 
February 19, 2000 
5 round SS, G30 
EF: $5 at site 
Registration: 8-9 
Rounds: 9-10-11-1-2:15 
USCF membership required 
Site: Hilton Head High School, Hilton Head, SC 
  Trophies: High School 1st-3rd individual 
                  1st place team trophy   
                  Mid. School 1st individual 
                  1st place for grades 7 thru 12. 
 
Address for Advance Entry: 
Terry Chester  
lchester@hargray.com 

+DSS\�+ROLGD\V�
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