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Since last annual report, we have
signed up 149 youth members to
USCF, about a 50% Increase YoY

Thursday Classical Now FIDE Rated Main MeetingKid’s Night

W E E K D AY
AC T IV IT I E S
W E E K D AY

AC T IV IT I E S 47 player peak!

47 player peak!

47 player peak!

Quad Night

Note for historical context. The Club’s pre-Covid single weekday peak
unique players was 27 (Aug 2009)
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E D UC AT I O NE D UC AT I O N

Classes on Mondays & Wednesdays
Homeschool class option added (Mon. 11am)
115 students attended in 2025-2026

C L ASS E SC L ASS E S

C A M PSC A M PS
4 Foundations Camps (+1 YoY)

All 48 Seats Filled! Sold out for 2  consecutive year.nd

1 Intermediate Camp (+1 YoY)
All 12 Seats Filled in Inaugural Year!



2026 total includes projected Nov-Dec attendance
based on YTD numbers

Tunnelvision Annual Attendance
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Top Elo Avg

1747
Top Elo Avg

1763
Top Elo Avg

1774

Every Month, $1000 Guaranteed – On time, Live
Streaming to Chess.com, DGT Boards
4-Year Anniversary
November 14, 2026 Tunnelvision L
Learning Advanced Roman Numerals
5% attendance gain YoY for consecutive years
Tournament strength steadily increasing
Important for TD Experience Growth



Scheduled Saturdays from 10
a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
2025-2026 First Complete
Season, 360 Participants, 6
tournaments (2 at capacity)
Expanded to Charleston for
2026-2027 Season. Both
Columbia & Charleston editions
set a September Attendance
Record with 56 players (+16 YoY)
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( L AST  3 6 5 )
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N AT I O NW I D E
C L U B  R A N KS
#7 OUT OF 911 ACTIVE AFFILIATES (LAST 365)
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C L U B  R A N KS
#7 OUT OF 911 ACTIVE AFFILIATES (LAST 365)

N AT I O NW I D E  T DS
T WO  T DS  I N  TO P  1 0  O UT  O F  2 , 1 8 4  BY
E V E NT S  ( L AST  3 6 5 )
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S O U R C E :  C O L U M B I A  C H E SS  C L U B  T D  T R A I N  P L AT F O R M  USC F
R E C O R D  P U L L  AS  O F  1 0 / 8 / 2 0 2 6
S O U R C E :  C O L U M B I A  C H E SS  C L U B  T D  T R A I N  P L AT F O R M  USC F
R E C O R D  P U L L  AS  O F  1 0 / 8 / 2 0 2 6



Special Tournaments / Events
2025 SC Championship (sold out, strongest field ever)
2025 SC Senior Championship
IM Danny Rensch Q&A / Simul
2026 SC Scholastic Chess Championship
2026 Scholastic Finals - Jason Marshal Won US Middle
School Tournament of Champions!
2026 SC Girl’s Scholastic Chess Championship
2026 SC State Championship ⟵ [You are Here]
2026 Senior Championship, Dec. 11-13, 2026
2027 Scholastic Chess Championship / Finals / Girls



2026 Safe Play Training House Party

3 Senior TDs (+1 YoY - Go Ian Neack!)
3 FIDE National Arbiters (+2 YoY)
11 Certified Local TDs or above (+3 YoY)
16 Total TDs (+4 YoY)
Developed TD Train software (pictured left)
to track TD progress and auto-fill USCF
experience forms

Tournament Director
Growth



Developed by Russell Bryant,
Charleston, SC

Columbia Chess Club consultation has
resulted in well over 200+ features
and fixes

Columbia Chess Club fully switched
from Caissa to TournaChess on July 11,
2026 (Tunnelvision XLVI) after five
months of live testing during dozens
of weekly events*

Significantly reduced effort required
to run quality events

TournaChess



Notable Player
Accomplishments

U1900 Reverse Angle 1  Place, Aaryav Sahast

4 out of 8 Middle School Scholastic Finalists: Arnav Singh
(1  Qualifier / 2  Place Finals), Aaryav Saha (3 /5 ),
Thomas Kemp Jr. (6 /8 ), Aarush Panda (8 /6 )

st nd rd th

th th th th

Charlotte Jordan (6 ) and Malai Voravudhi (7 ) Girls
State Champion

th th

Abhiraj Saha (2nd Grade) Primary School Scholastic
Finalist (7 /5 ), U1500 Charlotte Scholastic 1  Place x2th th st

River Bluff High - Repeat State Scholastic Champions
Dutch Fork Middle - Repeat State Scholastic Champions
Arnav Singh Top 100 US, Age 13; Undefeated Carolina’s
Classic & 1900 Blitz Prize; 3  Place World Open U2000rd

Sean Miller, 1  Place Mt. Pleasant Rapidst

Skylar Harmon, 1  Place (tie), Carolina Classic Scholasticst

Tamaghna Roy Reaches 2000+ Expert
Vivaan Biswal 1  Place Charlotte Scholastic x2st

    …and many others



2025 Columbia Chess Club Player’s Choice Awards
Most Improved Player: Logan Santos

Honorable Mention: Chace Nguyen
Junior Player of the Year: Aarush Panda

Honorable Mention: Alvin Jordan
Player of the Year: Arnav Singh

Honorable Mention: Charlotte Jordan
Coach of the Year: Sean Miller
Tournament Director of the Year: James Brandmair
Most Active Player: Thomas Kemp Jr. (95 Events!)

2025 Columbia Chess Club Champion: NM Mike Sailer

ACCOLADES



Public Outreach
Club seeks out
opportunities to donate
time and equipment to
grow chess

Donations of equipment
to Crossroads
Intermediate, River Bluff
High, Ridge View High,
and others pending...

DONATE

columbiachess.org/donate
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The Columbia Chess Club’s
“Sponsor a Table” program is
now complete, with every
tournament table in its
dedicated hall carrying a
permanent custom-engraved
brass plaque from a supporter.

A heartfelt thank-you goes to
all the individuals, families,
and organizations who made
this possible, as their
contributions equipped the
club’s permanent space,
strengthened its volunteer-run
operations, funded quality
events, and helped fuel the
growth of chess in Columbia
and across the state of South
Carolina.

Your support has left a lasting
mark on the chess community.
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