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ADVOCACY / LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

Stamas votes to repeal Gov. emergency powers 
Sen. Jim Stamas, R-Midland, on Thursday voted for legislative actions related to high-profile 
bills related to rescinding governor powers and infrastructure funds. Republican state senators 
on Thursday approved the repeal of the Michigan law that Gov. Gretchen Whitmer used to order 
emergency lockdowns at the beginning of the pandemic, when Michigan was among the states 
hardest hit by COVID-19. Speaker of the House, Jason Wentworth, District – 97 intends to take 
the matter to a vote in the House the week of July 19.  
Read more: Midland News 
 
HB 4893/4894 Update 
These two bills are attempting to mandate that if you allow members to join online, they must 
also be able to terminate their membership online. The legislature is currently on recess. We 
have gone on record as opposing the bills and continue to monitor.  
 
GYMS Act Update 
There are currently 142 co-sponsors in the House and 9 in the Senate. The current strategy is 
shifting from getting additional sponsors to reaching out to members of the Senate Small 
Business Committee to have the content of the Gyms Act included in the Reconciliation Bill that 
is being drafted.  
 

INDUSTRY NEWS 
 

Health & Fitness Organizations Send Letter to Congressional Leadership. Back in June, 
IHRSA and 15 other organizations sent a letter to Congress outlining why the fitness industry 
needs the GYMS Act to be passed – and why relief and grants are necessary for the industry. 
The letter gives an overview of the importance of health and fitness on a national level. Find out 
more about the details included in this letter.  
Read more: IHRSA 
 
Back to the Gym: Fitness Classes, Gym Memberships Rebound After Pandemic-Era 
Hiatus. Fitness businesses have been bouncing back after the pandemic, but they are still 
facing different challenges as that happens. Various fitness professionals share their views and 
explain the trends they have seen now that restrictions are being loosened.  
Read more: Boston Globe 
 
MFCA Webinar: Legal Liability Issues in a post-Covid Industry 
This month’s webinar will take place at noon on July 22. The cost is Free.  
Register Here: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dRni6g1GRZuCDp5CqwefSw  

https://www.ourmidland.com/news/article/Stamas-votes-yes-on-Unlock-Michigan-bridge-16317780.php
https://www.ihrsa.org/improve-your-club/industry-news/health-fitness-organizations-send-letter-to-congressional-leadership/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/07/07/business/back-gym-fitness-classes-gym-memberships-rebound-after-pandemic-era-hiatus/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dRni6g1GRZuCDp5CqwefSw


 

 

Why This Leading Fitness Expert Believes the Industry Is About to Soar. Kory Angelin, 
Chief Operating Officer for HIIT fitness concept Volofit, believes that the fitness industry is on 
the upswing. Angelin thinks the need for at-home fitness solutions will remain even after the 
pandemic. Find out more about how people have shifted to more holistic health-based solutions.  
Read more: Yahoo 

 
MFCA IN THE NEWS… 

Q&A: Michigan fitness club owners say how industry must change after COVID. 
Michigan’s 1,000-plus fitness facilities started the pandemic without an organized trade 
association, but owners quickly recognized their need for advocacy amid COVID-19 restrictions. 
The Michigan Fitness Club Association was created in May 2020, four months before the state 
allowed gyms to reopen at 30 percent capacity. 

Read more: Bridge Michigan 

 
Talk to Us, Join Us 
Gym owners, manager and employees can join our private Facebook group and ask questions, 
make comments, and share information.  If you have questions, concerns or just want to talk, 
reach out to the MFCA by email (info@mifit.org) or phone (248) 938-4228 or attend one of our 
webinars.   
 
Gyms and the fitness industry are dealing with an unprecedented pandemic, must continue to 
lobby for financial relief and fight legislation from taxing gym memberships to regulating trainers 
to regulating the cancelation of memberships. If you are not an MFCA member, consider joining 
the MFCA and supporting our effort to protect Michigan’s fitness industry. 
 
Join the MFCA 
 

133 W Main Street, Suite 266, Northville, MI 48167 
P: (248) 938-4228 I F: (248) 344-9803 I E: info@mifit.org I www.MFCAFIT.org 
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