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Legislative Solution #8

Repeal the Obscenity Exemption in the Texas Penal Code
to make it indefensible to make available sexually inappropriate material to minors for any purpose.

Parent and community volunteers across Texas are continuing to review bills.  We will continue to add bills and commentary, as needed.

HERO BILLS

Bill Author Caption
911 Official 
Position Comment

HB 1404 Shaheen Relating to prohibiting public schools from 
purchasing library materials from certain vendors.

For

HB 3357 Schatzline Relating to civil liability for obscenity. For

COURAGE BILLS

Bill Author Caption
911 Official 
Position Comment

SB 1152/  
HB 2736/ 
HB 2875

Hall/Toth/Leo-Wilson Relating to requirements regarding certain 
student resources provided to public and private 
school students by a public or private primary or 
secondary school, institution of higher education, 
state agency, or public library.

For SB 1152, HB 2736, and HB 2875 require providers of a digital or 
online resource for school districts computers to verify that the 
resource does not contain, allow access to a communication, 
written description, photographic image, video image, or audio 
file, that relates to, depicts, or describes obscenity, child 
pornography, or sexual exploitation. If a provider fails to fulfill 
the contract, then the school district may terminate the 
contract for nonperformance or breach of contract; or withhold 
any further payments.

Priority Bills

Bill Author Caption
911 Official 
Position Comment

SB 395 Hall Relating to defenses to prosecution for certain 
criminal offenses involving material or conduct 
that may be obscene or is otherwise harmful to 
children.

For

SB 417/ HB 
1936

Paxton/Lozano Relating to electronic device filters for certain 
explicit material; creating a criminal offense; 
providing a civil penalty.

For

SB 828 Hall Relating to the prosecution of the criminal offense 
of sale, distribution, or display of harmful material 
to a minor.

For Would modify the definition of material harmful to a minor in 
the Texas Penal Code to allow prosecution for partial obscenity 
in materials rather than "taken as a whole."

HB 231 Swanson Relating to the purchase of online library 
resources for primary and secondary schools by 
the Texas State Library and Archives Commission.

For

HB 552 / 
HB 571 / 
HB 858 / 
HB 869 

Troxclair/Leo-Wilson/ 
Slaton/Hefner

Relating to repealing the affirmative defense to 
prosecution for the criminal offense of sale, 
distribution, or display of harmful material to a 
minor.

For Closing the loop hole allowing educators to display harmful 
materials to minors for educational purposes.

HB1253 Shaheen Relating to the punishment for the offense of sale, 
distribution, or display of harmful material to a 
minor; increasing a criminal penalty.

For

HB 1655 Patterson Relating to the regulation of books sold to or 
included in public school libraries.

For Non-voluntary library standards are a very good solution to 
insure obscene and sexually inappropriate material are 
removed from the library. Addressing the issues of classroom 
libraries, donated materials, and stronger enforcment could 
make this a Courage Bill.


